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holds nothing else like it, nor are any other LDS meeting records
from prisoners of war in World War II known to exist.®

Aside from their singularity, the minutes are significant as an
example of members not only holding to their faith in very trying
circumstances, but holding to the organization of the Church as
well. Cut off from any contact with the local or general authorities,
they re-created the organizational pattern of the Church and con-
ducted their own meetings. Since no higher authorities were at
hand to issue callings, Oliphant became the leader of the group
primarily because he had the most experience. Young says he
probably became the secretary because, “It seems like I've always
ended up being secretary to something.”’

The men had no scriptures except a copy of the New Testa-
ment obtained from an imprisoned chaplain.® Together they were
able to remember eleven of the thirteen Articles of Faith and to
reconstruct the prayers and instructions for most of the ordinances
of the Church. They recorded how baptism, confirmation, naming
and blessing a child, laying on of hands for a healing, administering
the sacrament, and a patriarchal blessing should be performed,
even though they knew that under their circumstances they would
not be called upon to perform most of those ordinances.

In addition to recalling the ordinances themselves, they were
extremely careful to record changes necessary for performing the
ordinance for a woman as well as a man, “brother (sister),” “servant
(handmaiden)”®—a remarkably broad-minded view in light of the
fact that no women were in the area. They recorded both the actions
to be taken and the prayers to be said for each ordinance.

The summaries of the meetings held and the talks given
sound very much as though they could have come from any Latter-
day Saint ward or branch, which is exactly what those isolated pris-
oners wanted and doubtless needed. They created for themselves
a piece of the homes they missed so greatly, and they worshipped,
as nearly as they possibly could, according to the manner revealed
through the prophets of the Church.
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Barth on the Baltic
Stalag Luft #1
Compound North

Members:

1- S/Sgt Clare H. Oliphant
2- Lt. Paul R. Smith

3- Lt. Allen D. Young

4- Lt. Oral B. Birch

5- Lt. Donald N. Evans

6- Lt. Alfred Cryer

7- _ Leroy Bair

8- Lt. Reece Robertson

O- Lt. Lewis M. Webster
10- Sgt. Budd C. Argyle

11- Capt. Kenneth D. Peterson

12- Lt. Glen J. Rhodes

13- Lt. Dave W. Thompson
14- Lt. Carl D. Larson

15- Lt. Richard E. Plathow
16- Lt. Clive O. Stevens
17- Lt. Clifford G. Mcllveen
18- Lt. Paul P. Butler

19- F/O Ralph E. Weaver
20- Sgt. Hugh L. Lamborn
21- Sgt. Allen B. Foutz

22- Lt. William Hanson
23- Lt. Lou Kearns

24- Sgt. N. R. Bishop

25- Lt. Jesse Moses

26- Sgt. Wayne M. Davis
27- Rondo D. Edler, Sgt.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol37/iss1/12

Priesthood Home Address
Elder Silverdale, Washington
Elder Stafford, Arizona
Elder Salt Lake City, Utah
Elder Salt Lake City, Utah
Priest Lehi, Utah
Deacon , Illinois
Priest Nyassa [sic], Oregon
Elder Lovell, Wyoming

Rexburg, Idaho

Bountiful, Utah
Deacon Mesa, Arizona
non-member Boise, Idaho
Priest Salt Lake City, Utah
Deacon Salina, Utah
Priest Peru, Indiana
Deacon Provo, Utah

Boise, Idaho

non-member  Douglass, Arizona

Elder Blackfoot, Idaho
Elder Laketown, Utah
Teacher Kirtland, New Mexico

San Francisco, Calif.
Elder Salt Lake City, Utah
Teacher . Utah
Elder Blackfoot, Idaho
Elder Ogden, Utah
Deacon Grantsville, Utah
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A Short Summary of the Meetings Held

February 18, 1945

The members of the L. D. S. Church gathered together today
for their first meeting in Prison Camp.

Clare Oliphant was chosen as our leader, Paul R. Smith, 1st
counselor and Allen D. Young as secretary.

After the opening prayer by Donald Evans the members
joined in the hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers.”

The Sacrament was presided over by Leroy Bair and Oral Birch.

Clare Oliphant gave the first talk: A Rock of Offense and a
Stumbling Block will I plant in Zion. By the weak and foolish things
of creations among mankind God confounds the wise, Mathew [sic]
11:25, 13:54-58, Acts 4:13. The Last shall be first and the first shall
be last.

Principles of the Gospel so simple and precious causes con-
fusion among men who are unenlightened by the Spirit of God.
There were few who saw the virtue of His Plan of Salvation. Of the
Apostles He chose the majority from the poor, relatively ignorant
classes. He chose those in whom he saw a ray of uncomplicated
faith, those who would be most susceptible to His Doctrine. The
many times the righteous cults of the Jews listened to and were
astonished at His Doctrine, they demonstrated increasing antagonism
toward Him. They sought occasion to trap Him in His Teachings,
to the end that they might legally imprison Him. In all instances
the Lord turned their cunning to their own confusion. Jesus Christ
is the Rock of Offense and the Stumbling Block to the Jews. He
commissioned His Apostles to carry his Gospel to all the world,
and prophesied that those to whom the Gospel was presented first
would be the last to accept it, and those who heard it last would
accept it first. The Jews, among whom the Gospel was preached
first will be the last to come to the Faith, while the Gentiles, who
were last in order of hearing it are the first to whole heartedly
believe and take upon them the Spirit of the Faith.

Allen Young gave the second talk and a discussion on the Spirit
of Giving. St. Mark 12:41-44 After teaching in the court of the Gen-
tiles, Jesus sat down near to the treasury in the court of the women,
He watched those who came to contribute. As (a poor widow)
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