
BYU Studies Quarterly BYU Studies Quarterly 

Volume 35 Issue 3 Article 18 

7-1-1995 

Utah History Encyclopedia  edited by Allan Kent Powell edited by Allan Kent Powell 

Beth R. Olsen 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq 

 Part of the Mormon Studies Commons, and the Religious Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Olsen, Beth R. (1995) "Utah History Encyclopedia edited by Allan Kent Powell," BYU Studies Quarterly: Vol. 
35 : Iss. 3 , Article 18. 
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol35/iss3/18 

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in BYU Studies Quarterly by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more 
information, please contact ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu. 

http://home.byu.edu/home/
http://home.byu.edu/home/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol35
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol35/iss3
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol35/iss3/18
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1360?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1414?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol35/iss3/18?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu


ALLAN KENT POWELL ed utah history encyclopedia salt lake
city university of utah press 1994 iii 674 ppap 250 illustrations
list of contributors index 500050.005000

reviewed by beth R olsen historian community local government pleasant
grove utah

celebrations commemorating important events often result
in extra efforts that bring new and significant contributions mile-
stones within themselves so it is with allan kent powells utah
history encyclopedia what began years ago as a gleam in the
utah historical societysSocietys eye came to fruition because of goals to
complete the book in time for the utah state centennial in 1996
this comprehensive collection covers subjects varying from pre-
history to recent happenings like other encyclopedias this hefty
reference work provides foundational information that willwin satisfy
the needs of some readers and will serve others as an important
base for further inquiry it is the first utah history compiled in
encyclopedic form and it will benefit many segments of the states
population interested in utahs unique and fascinating past

school children and their teachers studying utah history have
long been in need of just such a volume now second grade stu-
dents whose curriculum includes community history literally
have at their fingertips the history of nearly every utah town
fourth and seventh grade students who study the entire state
have each aspect of the states history laid out for examination
thus the encyclopedia is invaluable as a reference work for reveal-
ing numerous state historical subjects to young minds

the book is written for more mature minds as well adults who
care to delve into the past or to satisfy their historical appetites for
information about a place or event will find pertinent information
historians or editors and publishers seeking background informa-
tion can conveniently locate needed material in this capacious edition
when I1 lacked information about the defunct town of garfield
utah for a family history the encyclopedias cross referenced index
sent me to copper mining here the creation existence and
demise of garfield was discussed allowing me to fill in the details of
my uncles history the possible uses of this volume in homes as well
as libraries are endless
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recognizing the need for this history compilation the utah
statehood centennial commission provided a grant for part of the
books publication and further placed free copies of the encyclope-
dia in some 115 public libraries throughout the state A centennial
grant from the george S and dolores dore eccles foundation pro-
vided for copies of the book to be placed in all of utahs public
school libraries A more worthy or lasting use of centennial funds
could not have been found

the array of over two hundred authors who contributed
articles is impressive most are exceptionally knowledgeable
researchers and experienced writers who have published in their
specialized areas the three column two page list of contributors
attests to the credibility of the text and demonstrates the resource
depth behind the work

the editor himself a contributor holds the position of public
history coordinator at the utah state historical society his con-
tributions to the book include articles on mining mine workers
unions and germans in utah powell has authored several books
including the next time we strike labor in utahs coal fields
1900 1933 a well researched and well written look at labor
unions and their impact on coal mining in utah A native of price
utah he witnessed the operations of the coal mines and their
problems during his youth powells other publications are splin-
ters of a nation german prisoners of war in utah and utah
remembers world war II11 powell patterned utahs encyclopedia
after howard R lamars the readers encyclopedia of the ameri-
can west also a benchmark

the utah history encyclopedia contains discussions on sev-
eral early mormon topics which can be separated from utah his-
tory as well as more recent subjects that do not reflect on mormon
history other entries integrate the two such as those that com-
bine ethnic involvement in utah history with the various aspects
of mormon settlement adequately addressing both by explaining
mormon patterns based on their beliefs and the changes wrought
by later arriving groups the reality of conflicts between the latter
day saints who preferred to remain autonomous and the newer
elements of utah society is also squarely faced in the articles
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A two page chart that shows the national origin of utahs popula-
tion from 1850 to 1990 helps the reader to visualize the changes
that caused those conflicts the volume contains a number of
other charts and lists that are equally helpful

in addition to its many strengths the encyclopedia has a few
weaknesses the one map that marks utahs counties major cities
and roads seems inadequate for a volume of this magnitude small
black and white photos sparsely dot the narrative although there
are 250 of them the apparent lack of pictures perhaps because
of their size is partly forgiven by the discovery of a two page cen
terfoldlerfold of pictures titled life in utah todays cost of publishing
coupled with the utah historical societysSocie tys desire to keep the vol-
ume affordable for all makes these two drawbacks acceptable

public response to the utah history encyclopedia has ex-
ceeded all expectations and the volume is now in its third print-
ing the completion of this project is not an end but a beginning
those who sample the material in this extraordinary volume will
want more
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