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reviewed by richard H cracroft professor of english brigham young university

abraham clearly points out that his familysfamilys literal and spiri-
tual exodus from haran to canaan was fraught with larger mean-
ing therefore eternity was our covering and our rock and our
salvation as we journeyed from haran to the land of canaan
abr 216 As everyone from moses to lehi and from brigham

young to mircea eliade and joseph campbell has pointed out
something about the journey motif resonates in the human soul
and suggests particular and universal meanings for us all we are
after all a bunch of pilgrims strangers and wanderers and the
journey motif replicates not only our individual and collective treks
through mortality as with ET we cry out and long for home
it traces as well our individual journeyings unto christ our learn-
ing to sing babylon babylon we bid thee farewell 1

perhaps that is why this remarkable trilogy or triptych of
photographic essays by maurine jensen proctor and scot facer
proctor depicting three remarkable journeys has so moved this
reviewer who is usually content to leave pero table books casually
admired and generally undisturbed in fact I1 have been aestheti-
cally and spiritually moved and I1 believe most latter day saint
readers will likewise be moved by these felicitous combinations of
truth and beauty instruction and delight

the first journey witness of the light A photographic
journey in the footsteps of the american prophetjosephprophet joseph smith
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210 BYU studies

presents an oratorio of lightfighthight on the restoration and the life of this
marvelous man joseph smith 6 orchestrating through splendid
photography and trenchant text the proctors recollect and replay
the literal and spiritual life journeys of the prophet joseph smith jr
they trace him from sharon vermont to kirtland ohio to the
various settlements in missouri back to nauvoo and finally carth-
age illinois

scot proctor confesses that 1I dont just research history I1 try
to feel it and hear it and taste it 6 and to recreatere create such for a gen-
eration who did not know joseph through the proctors millions
shall know brother joseph again 122 as fine photographs and text
that draws upon letters journals diaries and scriptural accounts
place the reader on location among the prophets lifelong sur-
roundingsroundings the proctors thereby recollect and render in just the
right tone the essence and larger meaning ofjoseph smith jr s lit-
eral and spiritual mortal journey they make joseph a presence in
our livesfivesilvesbives and journeyings

the second volume in the trilogy source of the light A wit-
ness and testimony ofofjesusjesus christ the savior and redeemer of
all retraces via photographs and prose the journey and ministry
of the most remarkable man ever jesus of nazareth maurine proct-
ors restrained and powerful text follows jesus spiritual journey by
means of passages drawn from the pearl of great price the holy
bible the doctrine and covenants the book of mormon the teach-
ings of the prophet joseph smith as well as ancient texts and tra-
ditionsditions textually we follow our lords spiritual journey from his
premortal preeminence through his prophesied annunciation
his condescension ministry passion resurrection and glorifica-
tion photographically we visit in a fresh and moving way the
land made holy by his life scot proctors lovely photographs of
israel taken during the wettest spring in many years are refresh-
ingly green and the photographs of bethlehem are all the more
intriguing because they were taken on april 6 the birthday of the
savior in this tasteful and lovely volume the proctors have made
the familiar and the holy somehow even more familiar and holier

the final volume in the trilogy lightfromlight from the dustduskdusl A pho-
tographictographic exploration into the ancient world of the book of
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review of three photographic essays 211

mormon is an apparent first for book of mormon photobooksphotobooks
which generally focus on photographic anthropological and archae-
ological evidence for the divine origins of the book of mormon
this book does not propound a thesis but assumes the divinity of
the books origins and focuses on the universality of its various
messages furthermore it begins its photographic odyssey in jeru-
salem and the kidron valley follows the ancient kings highway
through modern jordan to the gulfguifgulfofaquabaofaquabaaquada the fountain of the
red sea 1 ne 29129 along the empty quarter of the arabian
desert to the wadi sayqsaya in modernmodem oman where it explores in a
series of striking photographs the likely sites of lehisgehis long hiatus
shipbuilding and embarkation from there the journey follows the
nephitesNephites and lamanitesLamanites along the western shores and inlandsislands of
central america principally the mixco viejo coban playa grande
and lake atitlanatitldn areas of guatemala and the coastal region and
tuxtla mountains of southern mexico

here as in all three books the proctors caption the pho-
tographstographs by identifying the scene and by conjecturing always with
subjunctive restraint about the role which the site landscape
feature or artifact may have had in book of mormon antiquity
in identifying these prospective sites the proctors rely on the
scholarly labors of others

the accompanying texts are grouped in tightly written
approximately 350550 word per page commentaries brief essay
reflections chroniclingchronicling and interpreting events occurring over four
periods this precious land of promise to sing the song of
redeeming love arise and come forth unto me and 0 ye fair
ones how Is it that ye could have fallen As in the other vol-
umes the text is unrelated to the accompanying photograph but
explicates and teaches independently

in this remarkable union of stunning photography and well
crafted prose the proctors succeed in bringing up close the dis-
tant and the ancient in making vivid and tangible many of the
events recounted in sacred history all three of these books about
remarkable literal and spiritual journeys will succeed in fact in
evoking in the attentive fellow pilgrim a moving personal visual
and spiritual experience
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