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PARLEY P PRATT therhe essentialparleyessential parley P pratt foreword by peter
crawley saltsaitsaltlakelake city signature books 19901990xxvixxvixavi 242242ppappp 17.951795

reviewed by robert steven pratt jared pratt family historian and director of
resource management 26th area support group heidelberg germany

parley pratt was a pivotal figure in early mormon history much
of what is regarded as mormon doctrine was exposited in his
many theological works hehas been characterized as an intellectual
second only to joseph smith in the early mormon movement and a
synthesizer of the semisystematicsemisystematic set of theological arguments
within mormonism 1 timothy L smith credits pratt with effectively
appealing to biblical authority to establish the credibility of the
book of mormon and the revelations later published in the doctrine
and covenants 2

for pratt mormonism instead of being confined to a few
dogmas or general truths opens the flood gates of all truth and
knowledge and teaches mankind to retain all the truth they can
already comprehend and comprehend as much more as they can
all the time 2131133 the restoration itself was in his view an outpouring
of truth

by new revelation by the authorities of heaven by the minis-
tration of angels by the ordination of prophets and apostles
and ministers or elders by their testimony and ministry on the
earth by the organization of saints by the administration of
ordinances by the operations of the holy spirit all for the
government of man 4

prattprattwentwent to great lengths to expound these teachings through such
diverse media as books pamphlets tracts essays poems fictional
works hymns plays historical works and editorials several hun-
dred works emerged from his pen

most students of mormonism are familiar with A voice of
warning key to theology and the autobiographyautobiograpby of parley P
pratt eight hymns written by parley pratt are contained in the
current LDS hymnal however due to the inaccessibility of much of
his work pratts other extensive contributions to early mormon
literature and theology are not widely understood and apprecia-
ted twentieth century attempts to make pratts writings available
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include samuel russells 1913 publication of bhetherue millennial hymns
ofofparleyparley P pratt containing fifty selections ofofprattspratts poetry set to
music and parker pratt robinsons writings of parleyofparley parker pratt
published by deseret press in 1952

the most recent effort is the essential parley P pratt the first
book in the new classics in mormon thought series by signature
books thisibis book contains twenty selections from parley pratts
writings a publishers preface and a foreword by peter crawley
which is a reproduction of crawleyscrawlersCrawleys excellent 1982 mormon
history association presentation subsequently published in dial-
ogue 5 in his study crawley places pratts writings within the
context of the churchschurche first decade when little was published that
dealt with any aspect of mormon theology xvi pratts early
pamphlets describing basic doctrines were among the first latter
day saint theological works crawley boldly contends that pratt
was the inventor of mormon book writing and that many of the
latter day saint theological works to follow were patterned after his
earlier compositions

while pratt was the first to publish certain ideas and concepts
unique to mormonism crawley would likely agree that many of
the concepts pratt introduced were not original with him E robert
paul has already observed that pratts unique literary talents were
used to synthesize the ideas of joseph smith and others into a

systematic theological system 6 joseph smith himself seemed to
suggest this in a speech he gave to the relief society on april 28
1842 he may well have been alluding to parley pratt among others
when he referred to great big elders who having received
josephs teachings in private would then go forth into the world
and proclaim the things he had taught them as their own revela-
tions 2171177 pratts writings had to be revised in some instances because
he had published teachings which were either not in harmony
with the prophets view or had not been cleared with the prophet
before publication 8

while joseph smiths influence is very evident in pratts writ-
ings such nineteenth century thinkers as charles lyell thomas
chalmers timothy dwight thomas dicks and others may also
have helped shape his style and thought parleys beginnings were
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near new lebanon new york a hotbed of various religious and
philosophical systems from that of the shakers to the transcenden-
taliststalists naturally questions are raised as to how much their ideas
influenced him and whether he was attracted only by the primitive
gospel movement in light of these questions an essay on parleys
major ideas in light of european and american intellectual history
would have greatly added to an understanding of the selections the
publisher chose

the publishers preface is probably the weakest part of the
overall work the factual information is too often inaccurate for
example the death ofpratts wife thankful is placed in canada while
he is serving a mission there xi actually she died in kirtland
withwithprattpratt present on march 22518372518575 18371857 and was then buried in the
churchyard near the temple 9

the brief dissent of pratt during the kirtland period is only
partially explained the preface indicates that pratt leading other
dissenters accused smith of false prophecy referring I1 assume to
a letter parley sent to joseph smithwhich was later stolen bywarren
parrish and published in zions watchman smith countered by
calling a church court to excommunicate the dissenters the pre-
face continues xi with reference to the high council trial fiasco
described in history of the church w the reader of methe essential
would not know this because there are no footnotes in fact pratt
wrote two letters to joseph smith and gave speeches in the kirtland
temple stating he was against the prophets business dealings he
claimed however thatthezionsthat the zions watchman letter hadhadbeenbeen altered
by parrish pratt felt that although joseph smith and sidney rigdon
had used poor judgment in the kirtland safety society theywerethey were still
men of god 12

shortly after thankfulsThankfuls death pratt married mary ann frost
steams a widow on may 141837 not on may 91838 as indicated
by the publisher xi 13 probably the most misleading section of the
publishers preface is the account of parleys adoption of plural
marriage and the divorce of mary ann explaining the complexities
of pratts marriages is beyond the scope of either the publishers
preface or this review but some clarification is required here pratt
learned about his right to take additional wives in june 1843 14
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contrary to what is written in thetye essential parley and mary ann
consulted together on prospective wives though mary ann was
initially very much opposed to the doctrine 15 after consultations
with vilate kimball heber C kimballsKimballs first wife maryann gave her
consent 16 parley and mary ann were close during 1843 and 1844
even though three other plural wives joined the family elizabeth
brotherton onjulyon july 2424184324184518431845 marywoodmarymars wood on september 9918441844 and
hannahette snively on november 2 1844 17 mary ann appears to
have accepted the other wives and certainly knew about them the
publishers preface indicates she did not xi

however mary ann did not know about the november 20
1844 sealing of belinda mardin hilton and parley P pratt until
august 1845 rumors oftheir relationship maywellmaywellweliweil have reached her
earlier probably through sarah the outspoken wife of parleys
brother orson 18 by the time ordinance work began in the nauvoo
temple mary ann and parley were having serious disagreements
she was sealed to joseph smith for eternity and to parley for time on
february 61846 but never considered herself a pratt from that time
forward they were divorced in 1853 199

another inaccuracy in the publishers preface is the discussion
of the writing of pratts autobiography rhethe essential maintains
that this important document is the work of parley pratt jr john
taylor and george cannon xiii while the first two edited the work
extensively cannon served only as a scribe for the nearly three
hundred page manuscript section of the autobiography which
precedes the 1851 journal pratts history is a compilation from
several sources but almost 90 percent of it comes from his own
earlier writings 20

what about the text of the essential itself Is this a valuable
documentary source book on the whole it is not even though the
editors are quite accurate in reproducing pratts twenty original
printed works they leave it at that there are no explanatory
footnotes to help the reader decipher names places and scriptural
passages because pratt used references from the 1830 edition of
the book of mormon citing page and line number the present day
references would have been helpful
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the publisher has not explained or justified selection criteria
and the question naturally arises whether the twenty selections really
representrepresentthethe essential ParlepariepanieparleypparleyparleysyPP pratt prattwrotePrattwrote many theological
and literary works publishing some in books and tracts and others in
newspapers andperiodicals the emphasis of this work is mainly his
already more accessible published pamphlets and tracts the editors
include only one example of pratts poetry which in reality made
up a large part of his writings A complete bibliography of all pratts
works and a brief discussion preceding each selection and explain-
ing its particular significance would have added greatly to this work

in some instances a work selected for rhethe essential has
appeared in several editions but the editors have reproduced only
the original edition which in many cases was later modified docu-
mentary editors must weigh several factors in deciding to use a par-
ticular edition of an authors work suggests maryjomary jo klines guide
to documentary editing one might choose the edition that reflects
the authors most fully expressed intentions the edition that is the
most historically significant or the edition deemed to be the most
literary 21 this decision presupposes a very thorough knowledge of
the various documents and the author none ofwhichofwhich is evident here

there cancanbecabbebe good reasons for choosing the original edition but
footnotes showing corrections from subsequent editions or refer-
ences to original manuscripts would be helpful and maybe even
necessary for example the essential includes an 1853 sermon
entitled spiritual communication 172 83 which was published
in journal of discourses 16 15 the parley P pratt papers at
brigham young university special collections contain part of the
manuscript of the speech as recorded by stenographer george D

watt watt told pratt he wanted the speech in the hands of the
compositor early on monday morning and to please use dispatch

and oblige your bro in the bonds of peace pratt apparently cor-
rected the watt version for there are several differences between
the manuscript speech and the printed version A short example at
the very end of the speech is instructive the manuscript reads
1I have received the holy anointing and I1 cannot rest there I1 have
told it now you see when I1 get to talking I1 never know when to
stop but I1 will give way for I1 want to hear from my bre &cac may
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god bless you allaliailal lAmenamen the printed version reads 1I have received
the holy anointing and I1 can never rest till the last enemy is
coconquerednquered death destroyed and truth reigns triumphant may god
bless you all amen even though it would have taken additional
work on the part of the editor to refer to this and other similar
changes from the manuscript the effort could certainly have helped
the reader see how pratts ideas went from a transcript ofthe spoken
word to the printed page

A careful comparison of various editions can help the reader
understand the development of the authors thought and literary
abilities over time this is crucial in the case of pratts writings
because he wrote while mormon theology was developing rapidly
the essentials chapter entitled kingdom ofgod is taken from the
original 1837 edition ofvoice ofwarningwhich though significant
was modified in later editions the 1847 edition in particular not only
changed some of the wording of the original version but actually
reduced the length of the book itself 22

pratts writings were modified both by himself and by subse-
quent nineteenth and twentieth century mormon theologians for
example the key to beologytheology7 was extensively revised by charles W
penrose to make pratts work concur with the prevailing doctrine at
the time especially with reference to the holy ghost and plural
marriage since the original editions chapters were included in rhethe
essential the changes made by penrose might have been included in
the footnotes so the reader could trace the development of several
mormon doctrines from the nineteenth century into the twentieth 23

it is always exciting to read the writings of parley P pratt one
of the paramount intellectual thinkers of early mormonism the
essential is important in that it brings us a bit closer to the man his
writings and the milieu of early mormonism unfortunately the
book is flawed and deficient the definitive documentary source
book on parley P pratt remains to be compiled
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NOTES

1 E robert paul early mormon intellectuals parley P and orson pratt a
response dialogue 15 autumn 1982 424842 48 paulpaulmeaulmM edwards thefhe secular
smiths journal qfmormonof mormon history 4 1977 3173 17 erich robert paul science
relikelfkeifreligionriongion andmormonand Mormon cosmologyurbanacosmologyurbatiaCosmology Urbana university of illinois press 1992 and
larry C porter and milton V backman jr doctrine and the temple in nauvoo
byustudlesbyustudiesBYU Studies 32 winter and spring 1992 415641 56

2 timothy L smith the book of mormon in a biblical culture journal of
mormon history 7 1980 332152121 see especially 182018 20

3parley P pratt mormonism julyjulylojuryloJulylOiylo10 1853journal18531855 journal ofdiscoursesof Discourses 2626volsvolsvois
liverpool england R james 1985 1307

4pratt mormonism 308
5 peter crawley parley P pratt father of mormon pamphleteeringpainpmeteeringPamphleteering dial-

ogue 15 autumn 198213261982131982 132613 26
waultaulgpaul earlymormonearlymormon intellectuals 42424848 and E robert paul joseph smith

and the plurality of worlds idea dialogue 19 summer 1986 12 36
7 nauvoo7nauvoo relief society minutes april 282818421842 archives division church

historical Ddepartmentepartment the churchofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city
hereafter cited as LDS churcharchivesandrewf ehatandlyndonwehatand lyndonwlyndoneLyndonW cook the

words ofofjosephjoseph smith provo utah brighamyoungBrighamYoung university 19801141980 11419114 19see19 see
especially 116 wilford woodruffjournalwoodruffjournal end of 1842 wilford woodruffpapers
LDS church archives and wilford woodruff wilford WoodrufwoodruffPss journals ed
scott G kenney 9 vols salt lake city signature books 1984 2199

joseph smithjournalsmithjournal september 1118391839joseph1839 joseph smithpapersSmith Papers LDS church
archives dean CjesseecjesseecresseeCJessee ed the papers ofofjosephjoseph smith 2 vols salt lake city
deseretbookDeseret Book 19892330joseph198923301989 20osephstmthrhistoryofthejoseph smithjr history of7be church ofjesusofjesus christ
oflatterof latter day saints edadbedbB HHRrobertsoberts 6volskvols6 voisvols saitsaitlakecitysalt lake city deseretnewsDeseret News 1970
47 hereafter cited as history of the churchchurchy and parley P pratt jr ed
autobiography ofparleyof parley P pratt salt lake city deseret book 1985 290

9prattsprattftattautobiographyautobiography 14043140 434messengerandadvocate2messenger andadvocateandAdvocate 2 Maylmaymayimayl8361836380836856 380
8811 parley P pratt to john taylor november 27 1836 john taylor papers LDS

churcharchivesChurch Archives messenger andadvocateand Advocate 3 april 18374961837 496 woodruffjournalwoodruff journal
may 26 1837 and joseph fielding journal joseph fielding papers 8108 10 LDS

churcharchivesChurch Archives
parleypparleysParleyP pratt totojosephjoseph smith may2318372318723187zionszions watchman march 28

1838 richard uveseyanUveliveseyseyAnan exposure ofmormonismof mormonism A statement offactsof facts relating
to rhethethyselftheselfsefseystyled latterdaysaintsmanchesterlatteriatter day saints manchester england npap 184081840 898 9 joseph9josephajoseph
fieldingjournalfielding journal august 331838josephfieldingpapers1838joseph1838 joseph fielding papers LDS churcharchivesChurch Archives and
history of the church 2484862484 86

11 orson pratt and lymanjohnsonLyman johnson tonewelktoNeto newelwelKweikK whitney may291837 newel
K whitney papers special collections harold B lee library brigham young
university provo utah mary fielding to mercy fielding june 15 1837 mary
fielding smith papers LDS churcharchivesChurch Archives maryfieldingmary fielding to mercy fielding july
51837 mary fielding smithpapers LDS churcharchivesChurchArchives and maryllussellmaryrussellrusseli to isaac
Pussellrussellrusselipusselljulyjuly 171718371837 isaac russell papers LDLDSS churchchurcharchivesarchives
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parley P pratt to the public eldersjournalElders Journal edjosephsmithed joseph smith august
1838 50 51 and parley P pratt A reply to mr thomasyhomas taylors complete
failure &cac and mr richard liveseysLiveseys mormonism exposed manchester
england W R thomas 1840112184011840 1121 12

13 messenger and advocate 3 may 1837 512 and parley P pratt family
record of parley parker pratt parley P pratt papers LDS church archives the
latter record is a handwritten record kept by parley of all his family vital statistics
marriages and blessings

14 pratt probably didnotdidiotdid not learn about plural marriage in 1839 as suggested in
the essential though he was concerned about the relationship he and his first wife
thankful would have in the hereafter and learned fromfrotnjosephjoseph thatshe would be his
for time and all eternity pratt autobiography 25960259 60

15 reva stanley the archer ofparadiseof paradise caldwell idaho caxton printers
1937 1621626565 and maryann pratt smith affidavit joseph F smith affidavits LDS

churcharchivesChurch Archives
16 vilate kimball to heber C kimballjuneKimballjune 291843 heber C kimballpapersKimball Papers

LDS churcharchivesChurchArchives see also SLstanleyeybB kimball heber C kimball andfamily the
nauvoo years byustudiesBYU studies 15 summer 19754626319754621975 4626346265462 63

17 pratt family record parley P pratt to hannahette Siislisllsnivelyively prattjunepratt june 5
1845 parley P pratt papers LDS churchchurcharchivesarchives and parley P pratt to maryasinmaryatinMarmaryyarinyAtinann
pratt Ddecember 181818441844 parley P pratt papers LDSIDS churchchurcharchivesarchives

pratt family record belinda indicates that brigham young and erastus
snow were the onlywitnessesonly witnesses of the sealing at snows house probably kept secret
because shemaynotyetshe maynotyet have been legally divorced fromherzfromherfromherfirstfirsthusbandhusband benjamin
abbottAbbotabbotthiltonhiltontHilton belinda marden pratt autobiographical sketch february 171884
1 7 belinda marden pratt papers IDSLDS churchchurcharchivesarchives

belinda lived with parley during part of his mission to the eastern states
precipitating rumors which provoked some of the saints in that mission to join the
strang and rigdon movements philadelphia branch minutes 184318434545 october 6
november 4418441844 RLDS archivesArchivearchivesjohnsjohnjohn hardy history oftleoftbeof rhethe trials ofelderjobnof eldereider tohnjohn
hardy apnp 184518451 and robert steven pratt history of eastern states 1842-
1845 paper presented at the mormon history association 1983 in authors
possession N B helverson to sidney rigdon july 91845 messenger andadvo
cate 1126870268701268268 70 benjbenjaminamin winchester to ebenezer robinsonjuly9184robinson july918455 messenger
andadvocateand advocate 1272 parley P pratt beware of imposition the prophet march
292918451845 2 and orson pratt to Brigbrighamhannharn young january 121218461846 brighatnyoungbrighamyoung
papers LDSIDS churchchurcharchivesarchives

19 nauvoo templetempie sealingsdealingsSealings february 6 1846 LDS church archives and
divorce certificate march 551853518551853 maryannmarymarsann pratt smith from parley parker pratt
brigham young papers LDLDSS churchchurcharchivesarchives

20 robert steven pratt the autobiography of parley A pratt A study of
sources unpublished inauthorsauthorspossessiongeorgeqcannonjownalpossession georgeQ cannonjournalCannon journal septernsexternseptem-
berber7bera7 september 231854 LDS churcharchivesChurch Archives isaiah Coombscoombsjoumalcoombsjournaljournal october
111118561856 isaiah coombs papers LDS churcharchivesChurchArchives and ParleparieparleyyPP pratt to family
january 331857518571857 parley P pratt papers IDSLDS churchchurcharchivesarchives

21 maryjomaryjo klineaalinea guide totodocumentaryeditingdocumentary editing baltimorejohnsbaltimore johns hopkins
universitypressuniversity press 198787881987871987 878887 88
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compare kingdom of god in the essential 1 14 with A voice of
warning aspublishedinnewyorkinas published in newyork in 1837 and thenwiththethen with the editions published in
manchester 184184lnewyork1 newyorkNewYork 18421842nauvoonauvoo 1844 edinburgh 1847 and liverpool
1852 and 1854

one further correction the essential quotes from the fountain ofknowl-
edge immortality and eternal life of the material body and intelligence and
affection from a pamphlet published in 1844 not 1840 97 130 see parley P
pratt an appeal to the inhabitants of the state of new york letter to queen
victoria reprintedfromreprintedfrom the tenth europeeuropeanan edition the fountain of knowl-
edge immortality odtheof the body and andintelligenceintelligence andaffectionand affection nauvoo iffjohn111.111Iffiliillinfinn john
taylor 184418441 rptnpaptrpt npap david C martinndmartinedmartin nd

23 the essential quotes keys of the mysteries of the godhead 18492184 92
originoftheodtheof the universe 19399193 99and99 and destinydestinyof of theuniversethe universe 200205200 205fromkey205 fromkeyfrolkey

to thesciencethe science ofoftheologytheology liverpool 1855266218552662 charles DdpenrosemadepenrosemadePenrose made many
changes compareParlefatlepariepatieparleypfatleypparleysyP prattprtt key to rhethethesciencescience oftheologyoftheology liverpool 1855
384138 41 66 949594 95 989998 99 15973159 73 with parley P pratt key to the science of
theology salt lake city deseretdeseretbookbook 19734548729719734519731975 4548729748729745 98100 10216070102160 70
for a discussion of changes in doctrine see thomas GGAalexanderlexander the reconstruc-
tion of mormon doctrine fromjosephfromjoseph smith to progressive theology sunstone
5 july august 1980 24 3333
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