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Not all of the Utes reported killed in the war were necessarily en-
gaged in hostilities. In July 1865 a “dozen or more” corpses were
found, including women and children, after a skirmish with the Indi-
ans. Soon after, several women and children under guard were killed
in an apparent escape attempt, and eight or nine Utes were killed
when they broke jail on April 12, 1866. Yet it is unclear that the men
had taken part in the war, and the women and children were certainly
noncombatants.?’

Twice in 1866 Superintendent F. H. Head estimated the number
of warring Utes killed in battle. He did not state how these tallies of 40
and nearly 50 were reached.?® Since there is no indication the reports
were based on solid evidence, such as a count of corpses, they repre-
sent guesswork or wishful thinking. Even one of the few reports of ac-
tually seeing Ute bodies is vague. After the fight at Diamond Fork,
John Robertson stated, “many . . . [Indians] have been found slightly
buried on the battlefield.”® But the sex, age, and when and how these
Utes died is uncertain. What he meant by “many” is equally unclear.

The Powell and Ingalls report on the Utes of Utah in 1873, based
on visits they made to the groups of that tribe, identified the band
that had followed Black Hawk (Nu’-ints) as the “Seuv’-a-rits.” These
Utes numbered 144 persons, including 48 males and 40 females aged
ten years or older. Had many warriors been killed in the war a higher
proportion of women to men would be expected. Also, among the
seven Utah groups of Utes listed, totals of 174 males and 167 females
ten or older are given, once again presenting no indication of heavy
male casualties.??

The evidence indicates a relatively modest number of warriors in
1865 and 1868 when the war was in its beginning and concluding
phases. Yet, even during 1866 and 1867 when the war was at its height,
Indian forces probably numbered only 60 to 100 men. Due to strate-
gic considerations, such as watching captured cattle or protecting
women and children, this full force was seldom if ever used in a single
operation. In any given attack the Utes used a few score warriors at
most and often far fewer.

¥ Albert Winkler, “The Circleville Massacre: A Brutal Incident in Utah’s Black Hawk War,” Utah
Historical Quarterly 55 (1987): 5-6.

* F.H. Head to D.N. Cooley, April 30 and September 20, 1866, Utah Superintendency.
* John Robertson as cited in Brimhall, “Autobiography.”

* Powell and Ingalls, Ute, Pai-Ute . . . , p. 12. According to Powell and Ingalls, the Seuv’-a-rits had
recently suffered from “some disease” that had “greatly reduced” their numbers. However, it is doubt-
ful if this scourge significantly changed the sex ratio of the survivors.
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The casualties in the Black Hawk War were low on both sides,
which was consistent with most Indian wars. The killing of whites by
Indians was extensively reported in the Deseret News. From this and
other sources a list of 46 whites believed to have been killed by Utes
has been compiled. Of these victims 11 were women and children.?!

Many Indians apparently remained tranquil during the war and
bypassed opportunities to plunder and kill. Early in 1868 when Ute
raiders were still operating, Miles Edgar Johnson traveled up Salt
Creek Canyon to Sanpete Valley. He stated later, “all I could see was
Indians every where.” They looked at him, “laughing and jeering,”
but, being peaceful, left him unharmed.??

It is unknown how the Utes obtained their weapons, but they pos-
sessed various implements of war. The peaceful Indians Johnson ob-
served at the top the canyon were “armed with guns, tomahawks, and
bows and arrows.” As distance weapons, firearms and bows and arrows
had the greatest military value. The Utes had a diversity of rifles but
most often used single-shot, muzzle-loading weapons that were
reloaded after each shot.

The firearms of the Indians were often superior to those used by
the whites. John Robertson reported that at Diamond Fork the Utes
had a large number of “long range Enfield rifles,” better guns than
the militia possessed. One warrior had a Henry rifle, a lever-action re-
peater. Christian Larsen said that this man, during the Circleville raid
in November 1865, kept the whites at bay using this weapon. Andrew
Christian Nielson stated that in the October 1865 raid on Ephraim,
“We had very few guns and what we had were of inferior material” and
“The Indians had better guns than we did.”??

The Indians also had enough ammunition to use it unnecessarily.
During the June 1867 raid on Fountain Green, for example, skirmish-
ers left behind engaged the whites for “two hours.” When the warriors
realized they would fail to take all the livestock, they shot the ani-
mals.”* In the night of July 21-22, 1867, a war party failed to steal
stock near Parowan. Before leaving, “several of them got favorable po-

* Gottfredson, Indian Depredations, Supplement, pp. 12-13. This is found in the 1969 edition.
Also listed are five names of whites killed by Paiutes.

* Miles Edgar Johnson, “Autobiography,” Special Collections, BYU.

* John Robertson as cited in Brimhall, “Autobiography” Christian Larsen, “Biographical
Sketch,” LDS Church Archives; Andrew Christian Nielson, “Pioneer,” as cited in Kate B. Carter, ed.,
Our Pioneer Heritage, vol. 11 (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1968), pp. 280-81.

*R. N. Allred to Editor, Deseret News, June 12 and 19, 1867; and H. B. Kearnes to Brother Smith,
June 9, 1867, Journal History. The quote is from Allred’s letter.



