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ever amen 656 and for thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory for ever amen matt 613 identifying these relation-
ships between the lords prayer and section 65 imbuesimbued both of these
scriptures with new meanings relevant to the present dispensation
of the gospel of jesus christ

while section 65 is clearly related to the lords prayer it is
also a separate text it is neither a commentary on the lords prayer
nor a new translation of it furthermore it does not appear that this
section like so many others from this time period 2 waspromptedbywas prompted by
the prophets work on his inspired translation of the bible 3

the text of the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin version of section 65 is very similar to
the four other early manuscripts of this revelation as wellwenweilweli as the pre-
sent published version apart frompunctuation the only differences
between the 1981 edition and the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin manuscript are these

1981 edition mclellinmcclellinMcLellin manuscript

verse 1

hearken and lo10 a voice as of herken and lo10 a voice as one
one sent down from on high sent down from on high

whose voice is unto men whose voice is unto all men
prepare ye the way of the lord prepare ye the way of the lord
make his paths straight make his paths strait

verse 2

keys are committed keys is committed

the stone which is cut out of the stone which is hewn from
the mountain the mountain
until it has filled until it hath filled

verse 3

make ready for the bridegroom make ready for the comeing of
the bridegroom

verse 6

that thou 0 god mayest be that thou 0 god may be

jos smith revelator
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the four other early sources ofsection 65 are 1 manuscript 1

RLDS date unknown4unknownunknowns4 2 a copy found in the kirtland revelation
book 87 recorded beforeaugustbefore august 181834 3 a version published
in the evening and the morning star 1 no 4 september 1832
and 4 a reprint of the same in the kirtland publication of the
evening and the morning star 1 no 4 april 1835 all these texts
are similar to the newly found mclellinmcclellinMcLellin document in the following
ways they all state that the revelation was received on october 30
18311831 whereas all later sources say only october 1831 in verse 1

all five use the spelling strait in verse 6 all five read that thou
0 god may 1251155

each early document however has its own peculiar points of
agreement or disagreement with the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin text in most sources
verse one reads a voice as of one but the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin document
manuscriptlmanuscript1Manuscriptmanuscriptal1 and kirtland revelation book allreadallaliail read avoicealoice as one
likewise the word forever appears as two words only in those
three manuscripts

manuscript 1 often capitalizes nouns such as earth yv 1122
5 and 6 gospel vy 2 mountain vy 2 and clothed vy 5 but
these nouns are not capitalized in the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin document also and
is signified by & throughout manuscript 1 while it is spelled out
in mclellinmcclellinMcLellin in manuscript 1 powerful is spelled powerfullpowerfiillpowerfullypowerfullfiillfuli

until is spelled untill vy 2 wonderful is spelled wonderfullwonderwonderfullyfull
vy 4 and chhonoronor is spelled honour vy 6 it also contains the

crossed out word kingdom in the final verse
the kirtland revelation book reads one sent down from above

on high where the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin document also has the words on
high but they are written on top of the word heaven in verse 1

only the kirtland revelation book and the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin document read
whose voice is unto ullalluilallmenoilmenmen making the revelation more empha-

tically universal all other sources lack the all in verse 2 the
kirtland revelationbook reads hewedfromhewed from whereas mclellinandmclellinMcLellmcclellinMcLellininandand
the evening and the morning star publications read hewn from
most other sources read cut out of while manuscript 11 reads
hewn fromfroinprom cut out of in verse 3 the kirtland revelation book is

the only other source to agree with mclellinsMcLellins coming of the
bridegroom and in not capitalizing son of man vv 5
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in spite of several close similarities the kirtland revelation
book also differs from mclellinmcclellinMcLellin in certain respects in verses 1 2

and 5 respectively the kirtland revelation book says andmake his
paths committed unto men and set upon the earth while all
other sources including mclellinmcclellinMcLellin do not contain the and do not
have the plural men and put a space between up and on

finally some aspects of the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin document are unique
it alone contains the information on the 6thath matthew 10 verse
and uses the spelling herken v 1 sent down v 1 is not found
in any of the four early sources although it appears in doctrine
and covenants 1844 46 1852 1920 and millennial star 5

april 1845 163 mclellinmcclellinMcLellin alone reads keys is committed
vy 2 likewise the words which is vy 2 are not found in any of

the early sources but first appear in the manuscript history of the
church 1841 43 in verse 2 only mclellinmcclellinMcLellin reads until it hath
filled all other sources use the word has although manuscript 1

says hath has and in verse 5 heaven is not capitalized in any
source besides mclellinmcclellinMcLellin

in light of the fact that all of these manuscripts have points at
which they are similar to and different from each of the other
sources it is virtually impossible to determine which is earliest or
which was copied from which for all students interested in textual
criticism of the bible and other important records this nineteenth
century textual history of section 65 of the doctrine and covenants
provides a sober reminder that textual history is an imprecise sci-
ence often dealing with minute differences that have little effect on
the meaning of the text and that the discovery of a new manuscript
often complicates rather than simplifies the textual analysis of
the document

john VT welch is professor of law at brigham young university and editor
of BBYUYU studies trevor packer is a senior majoring in english at brigham
young university
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NOTES

1 Williwilliamwliilamarn E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin to M H forscutt october 1870 RLDS archives
published in saintsheraldSaintsaints heraldsHerald 19 july 15197243537151972435151972 435374553745557435455 37 and august 1118724721872472
74 states in 183183111 1 wrote off a anuinbernumber of the revelations as orginallyoriginallyorginally given and
have themthein now 436 the mark that appears under some of the ss represented
in the text by a subscripted comma ss occurs often in mclellinsMcLellins journals and is
distinctive of his holographsholographyholographs

2seeasee2 see robert J matthews the new translation of the bible 183018331830 1833
doctrinal development during the kirtland era byustudiesBYU Studies 11 Sursummerniner 1971
400422400 422

3 Seseeejosephjosephcjoseph sinithjrsmithSinith jr thethehistoryhistory odtheofthe churchofjesusofjesus christoflatterof latteriatter day
saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed 77volskvolsvolsvois salt lake city deseretbookDeseret Book 197812181978 1218
and robert J matthews A plainer translation joseph smiths translation of
the bible A history and commentary provo utah Brigbrisbrighamharn young university
press 1975311975 31 32

woodford considered this manuscript the earliest of these four robertjrobert J
woodford the historical development of the doctrine and covenants 3 vols
phd diss Brigbrighamharn young university 1974 2830

5 the information in this article about these four manuscripts is based on
woodford thethehistoricaldevelopmentofthedoctrineandhistorical development ofthe doctrine and covenants 2830372830 37
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