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mormon doctrine of antemortalante mortal existence 238 italics added
ashment may want to read the text of genesis 126 and then
examine its extraordinary career in jewish midrashic literature 8

that literature wrestled seriously and imaginatively with the
perplexing plural forms of address in the creation account forms of
address that assume a preexistantpreexistent heavenly court or host in
addition an interdisciplinary examination of the history of the
proverbs 8 text and its personification of a preexistent wisdom
may be similarly enlightening the point is there have been a
number of jews and christians who felt that there was a biblical
basis for positing and speculating about an antemortal existence

melodie moench charles and george A smith discount any
belief in judaism of substitutionary suffering no jew expected his
messiah to atone for anyones sins 138 this proposition is part
of the argument which disengages hebrew prophets from prescient
gifts and defines prophets primarily as commentators of the
contemporary scene setting the argument of foreknowledge aside
an example of vicarious suffering stands out in one readily available
jewish text the martyrdom ofeleazarofeleazar in 4 maccabees 628 29 be
merciful unto thy people and let our punishment be a satisfaction
in their behalf make my blood their purification and take my soul
to ransom their souls 9

dan vogel and brent metcalfesMetcalfes essay though admirably
researched and written also suffers from the genetic fallacy
because they focus on external cosmological debates from the
seventeenth through early nineteenth centuries the authors
unfortunately bypass what the expectant reader anticipates a
discussion of the ancient and medieval concept of cosmology as
a philosophicaltheologphilosophicaltheologicalphilosophical theologicalical science of cosmologys internal
rationality which might at least have helped vogel and metcalfe
make some sense of fixed governing and subordinate
celestial bodies 10 and of its eventual breakdown such an
examination would have underlined the point that a function of the
prophetic metaphysical not literal and material pace vogel and
metcalfe poetry of doctrine and covenants 88 is to reaffirm the
divine source nature and goal of the cosmos

in sum the program of confronting and refining latter day
saint definitions of revelation and scripture pursued in the word of
god falls prey to the exactions of the very tools employed by its
authors on the one hand the reader sorely missesmisses a sense of
circumspection of measure even of skepticism and an awareness
of the tentative and provisional that would in more able hands
qualify dogmatic propositions about the context and interpretation
of gods word as mediated through his human agents on the other
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hand historical scholarship expects a more profound familiarity
and fluency with the history the career of a text and of its
meaning on its own terms than is manifested in this collection

THEOLOGY

in view of the preceding observations the critical reader
unfortunately encounters numerous interpretive and theological
problems in the word of god geoffrey spencer and william
russells unimaginative description of the so called scriptural
literalism of the latter day saint communities renders justice
neither to the human complexity of those communities nor to the
distinguished history and theological accomplishments of rabbi-
nic patristic medieval and early modem scriptural commentary
and analysis it would speak well for the maturity of our scholarship
and the generosity of our souls if we were to recognize that for the
great practitioners of traditional biblical hermeneutics unlocking

the bibles secret mystery was their enterprise the very holiness
of the text is what allowed them to let their imaginations roam
and to state radical or controversial ideas I1

similarly imaginative and compelling accounts of revelation
and of the authority of the book of mormon should offer us more
than spencers misleading commonplace that revelation is an
event in our history which brings rationality and wholeness 25
it can bring just the opposite and russells reductionist assertion

that the books authority stems from containing the thought of the
founding prophet just prior to the organization of the church 5511

two non mormon descriptions of revelation and of joseph smith
avery dullessdellessDul less models of revelation2revelationrevelations122 and harold blooms the

american religion analysis and prophecy respectively display
welcome levels of sophistication critical acumen and sympathetic
scholarship that are lacking in the essays at hand

in addition in spite of thomass 73 smiths 122
charless 135 and ashmentsAsh ments 243 assertions to the contrary
there are christologiesChristo logies plural in the book of mormon and in
mormonism one essayist after another has conflated the
speculations and mythic narratives ofofabinadiabinadi amulekamules benjamin
and ether and made them not only equivalent in weight to the
extended statements ascribed to jesus christ about himself his
mission and his relationship to the father but also superior to
christs own self proclamation these prepreincamationalpreincarnationalincarnational christo
logies are not sufficient and compelling authorities to warrant the
simple identification of jesus christ as the god of the old
testament in 3 nephi jesus consistently portrays god the father
as the divine author and partner of israels covenant ye are of the
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covenant which the father made with your fathers Q3 ne 2025
jesus tells the nephitesNephites it is the father who rewards knows forgives
sees clothes responds gathers and leads the son defers prays
and is subordinate to his father the god of israel this role is the
doctrine and work given by the father to the son 3 ne 1131 32

the theological persuasiveness of the essays is weakened by
mistaken assertions a that the jewish people have somehow been
provisionally unchosen as gods covenant people 124 b that we
exhaust the definition of redeemer in the hebrew bible with the
terms kinsman witness or umpire 118 239 c that prophetic
foreknowledge is in fact only anachronistic contamination by
later redactorsredactors and readers 40 and d that the scriptures
normative and authoritative status derives principally from their
role as initiator a common point for the beginning of theological
discourse 60 actually the scriptures normative status is derived
from far more than just an agreed beginning for discourse

finally this collection furthers unwittingly a tendentious
protestant reading of the word of god in three ways it draws the

unwarranted conclusion that latter day saint scriptures teach that
the mosaic law was only an oppressive punishment imposed by an
angry god 135 it assumes that the solely authentic meaning of
the text is prior to or given within it rather than connected as two
early links in a complex chain of the texts career or tradition and
it asserts that the inspiration of a scriptural passage must always
remain purely individualistic 212

conclusion
in his essay beyond literalism william russell makes an

observation which begs a question and an answer frequently the
most liberal church members while accepting biblical scholarship
nevertheless do not take it seriously 49 why that scholarship is
not taken seriously by more latter day saints is answered in part
by the shortcomings of these essays this reader looks to some
future signature books imprint that will display the scholarly rigor
and imaginative reading of history and theology sufficient to make
a compelling case to modify the way we readiheread the word of god

NOTES

quoted from howard clarkdarkoark kee miracle inin the early christian world new haven yale
university press 1983 1155
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2 northrop frye sheridan baker and george perkins the harper handbook to literature new
york harper and row 1985 207 sub genetic fallacy

see wilfred cantwell smith scripture as form and concept their emergence for the western
world inin rethinking scripture essaysfromessays from a comparative perspective ed miriam levering albany
state university of new york press 1989 39 53 54

4 see hegiseppus eusebiuseusebmseusebisEuseb ms robert M grant etc
see david feldman marital relations birth control andAbortion inin jewish law new york

schocken books 1974 81 105
see leslie brisman the voice ofjacobof jacob on the composition ofgenesisoogenesisof genesis bloomington indiana

university press 1990 xivxiv xv 3
7 roberirobertroberl alter and frank kermode eds the literary guide to the bible cambridge mass

harvard university press belknap press 1987 T7
see barry W holtz back to the sources reading theclassicjewishrhethe classic jewish TexttextstextsnewsNewnew york summit

books 1984 192 93 lowsgmzbetglegendsofthejewsvolouislouls ginzberg legends odtheofthe jews volvoi I11 philadelphia thejewishthe jewish publication
society ofameficaofamerica 1946 5511 5533 andandjonandionjon levenson creation and the persistence ofevilofevilsdnsan francisco
harper and row 1988 chapter 1 for a first rate example of historical scholarship that reconstructs the
career of scriptural texts see jeremy cohen be fertile andincreaseandaud increase fill the earth and master it the
ancient and medieval career ofaoraof a biblical text ithaca cornellcomell university press 1989

91 the fourth book of maccabees inin pseudepigrapha vol 2 of the apocryphaapocrapha and
pseudepigrapha with introductions and critical and explanatory notes to the several books ed R H

charles and others oxford clarendon press 1963 charlesscharlessiniroductoryremarkson4maccabeespointintroductory remarks on 4 maccabees point
to numerous other accounts of the belief inin and reflection upon vicariousvicafiousvicarious atonement by messiah likeilke
figures inin biblical and postbiblicalpost biblical jewish literature

oseesee vogel and metcalfesMetcal fes puzzlement 208 218 19 n 78
holtz back to the sources 189 194
avery dulles models ofrevelationof revelation garden city NYN Y doubleday 1983

13 harold bloom the american religion analysis and prophecy forthcoming
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