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both hill and winn see joseph smith as having been
convinced of a need for a separate kingdom by a series of events
and turning points including internal dissent outside perse
cutionscautionscutions political confrontations and a failure to get redress
from the local state and federal governments according to hill
his conversion to a separate kingdom came only after years of
political involvement and attempts to save society as an insider
when president van buren refused aid in 1839 joseph saw
separation as the only possible route for the mormonscormonsMormons winn
while finding van burens rejection important sees continued
hostility in illinois and non mormon apathy toward mormon
grievances as evidence that the great experiment had collapsed
josephs campaign for the presidency was the american republics
last hope for salvation failing that separation and building their
own republic were the only solutions for the mormonscormonsMormons both
authors however find temple rituals as well as thethenauvoonauvoo legion
and the council of fifty integral to an eventual mormon political
hegemony

these two books also touch on other stimulating issues their
analyses of the dissent at kirtland and inmissouri are enlightening
hill describes in great detail how dissent was formed shaped and
handled by church leaders the more exclusive the organization
became the more the dissent grew additionally hill portraysportrays
disaffiliates like orson pratt orson hyde and thomas B marsh as
human beings whose views were shaped by what they experi-
enced

i

and thought it was not simply the devil or some stolen milk
that put these men at odds with mormon ecclesiastical power
neither was it simply a republican dissent while winn is aware of
many of the dissenters arguments as they relate to republican
tenets of tyranny and natural rights he fails to distinguish among
the many dimensions of religious disaffiliation moreover he tends
to ignore those dissenters such as pratt hyde and marsh who fail
to fit his interpretive model

in their accounts of the clashes betweenmormonsbetween mormonscormons and their
neighbors hill and winn cite regioregloregionalnalnai differences pluralism
political abuses and mutual hostility as key factors in the persecuperselu
tionseions more importantly they distinguish the variousvadiousvarious perceptions
the opposing sides had of each other Missourmissouriansians saw the saints as
belligerent politically dangerous and wanting their land in
nauvoo the rise of the kingdom was predicated upon the founda-
tion ofapostles and prophets a ruling elite joseph was viewed as
a powerful religious leader who fused the role of speculator
political candidate and commanding general of a standing army
and competed directly with the economic and political elite of the
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county and state according to hill mormon actions proceeded
from a worldworldviewworidviewview that could not separate the sacred from the
secular 2 from the mormonscormonsMormons perspective they were persecuted
only for religious reasons winn in contrast views these clashes
as being between distinctive republican definitions thus both
gentiles and mormonscormons saw their opposites as tyrannical and
subversive to republican ideals

both authors however do need to reevaluate some of
their thinking about the kirtland experience they contend that
persecution was minimal in kirtland because of the small pop-
ulation base the little land acreage owned by the mormonscormonsMormons
and the inhabitants similar new england backgrounds winn
incorrectly asserts that ohioans never made the transition
from exposeexpos6exposi to political violence because the saints posed no threat
to kirtlandsKirtlands social structure by 1837 kirtland mormonscormons had
twice the population of non mormonscormons owned most of the prime
acres in the center of the community and had effectively assumed
the major political offices in the town the community did not
simply acquiesce because of their common backgrounds but
worked from a framework adapted from their new england heri-
tage to handle community problems their town leaders met
determined that the mormonscormons were hostile to their interests and
then proceeded to implement several tactics in order to force the
mormonscormons to leave they warned them to leave hired philastusphilistusPhilastus
hurlbut to expose their beliefs took economic sanctions and by
1836 began to use force the persecution may not have been as
dramatic as inmissouri or nauvoo but itwas nevertheless strongly
present

more attention should also be given to how newspapers
created an image of the saints from which others could draw
conclusions aboutmormon intentions what ohioans said and did
about themormonscormons undoubtedly had an effect on how missouriansMissourians
perceived the saints it may even have dictated some of the tactics
they used the same couldbe said of the people in illinois certainly
thomas sharps rhetoric was shaped by theMissourmissouriansians percep-
tions of the saints as presented in their newspapers thus by the
time the mormonscormons arrived in nauvoo a perceptual paradigm had
already been set up from which their intentions could be judged and
a plan for persecution could be drawn

perhaps a more serious criticism of hills book involves his
basic assumption about american pluralism hill cites james
madisonsmatisonsMadisons federalist number 10 as proof of the founding
fathers intention to insure that no single interest group or
faction would be able to dominate thus protecting americas
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freedom this interpretation has come undeunderr attack as anachron-
istic and distinctly modem 3 hill is no doubt aware of the argument
but fails to address it with much ofhis interpretation based on this
idea this omission is conspicuous

winn has a similar interpretational problem while the
discussion over republican ideology has blossomed in the last
decade its definition is still imprecise the age old question of
exactly to what extent general ideology actually motivates people
is still unclear moreover classical republicanism has become a
vague term often substituted by historians for rigorous analysis
finally I1 am not sure if winn gives us anything that hill has not
discussed already under the rubric ofpluralism the significance of
winns work however lies in his contributing to a growing body
of literature that finds differing visions of classical republicanism
as amajor cause of conflict in early and antebellum america 4 the
mormonscormonsMormons antebellum experience may prove an excellent micro-
cosm from which to gain further insight into the events leading to
the firing on fort sumter in 1861

both of these books are important for reasons already
enumerated the fact that winn relies heavily on hills work is
indicative of the importance of questquestforfor refuge marvin hill has
written a monograph that could well supplant brodies no man
knows my history as the book heralded by secular scholars as the
definitive work on mormon origins winns work in contrast has
brought mormonism into the mainstream of current historical
debate both works are long overdue and like our two friends who
sought the grail and failed hill and winn have given us if not the
chalice at least illumination

NOTES

for the essence ofmoffommofhillslills argument aboutmormonismsMormoni sms response to pluralism see his counter-
revolution the mormon reaction to the coming of american democracy sunstone5yneune 13 june 1989
24 33

while hill owes a great deal to robert FlandHandfiandflandersshandersssandersserss interpretation of nauvoo he differs markedly
in his assertion that joseph smith was a true believer in his cause flanders often views the mormon
prophet as a megalomaniac vying only for power and status see robert bruce flanders nauvoo
kingdom on the mississippi urbana university of illinois press 196519651 esp chaps 4 6 see also robert
bruce flanders dream and nightmare nauvoo revisited in the restoration movement essays in
mormon history ed F mark McKieman et al independence mo herald house publishing 1979
141 66

muringcuring a period of intense debate about coalition politics in the 1930s and 1940s modem
pluralist theory in american political culture evolved and was popularized by charles beard harold
laski and walter lippmann A major critique of applying modem pluralist theory to madisonsmatisonsMadi sons
federalist no 10 is paul L bourke the pluralist reading of james madisonsmatisonsMadi sons tenth federalist
perspectives in american history 9 1975 271 95 see also sean wilentz on class and politics in
jacksonian america reviews in american history 10 december 1982 45 63

see for instance paul goodman toward a christian republic antimasonry and the great
transition in new england 1826 1836 new york oxford university press 1988 and james oakes
the ruling race A history ofamericanof american slaveholdersSlaveholders new york vintage books 1982 esp chap 1
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