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county and state. According to Hill, Mormon actions proceeded
from a worldview that could not separate the sacred from the
secular.”? From the Mormons’ perspective, they were persecuted
only for religious reasons. Winn, in contrast, views these clashes
as being between distinctive republican definitions. Thus both
gentiles and Mormons saw their opposites as tyrannical and
subversive to republican 1deals.

Both authors, however, do need to reevaluate some of
their thinking about the Kirtland experience. They contend that
persecution was minimal in Kirtland because of the small pop-
ulation base, the little land acreage owned by the Mormons,
and the inhabitants’ similar New England backgrounds. Winn
incorrectly asserts that Ohioans never made the transition
from exposé to political violence because the Saints posed no threat
to Kirtland’s social structure. By 1837, Kirtland Mormons had
twice the population of non-Mormons, owned most of the prime
acres 1n the center of the community, and had effectively assumed
the major political offices in the town. The community did not
simply acquiesce because of their common backgrounds, but
worked from a framework adapted from their New England heri-
tage to handle community problems. Their town leaders met,
determined that the Mormons were hostile to their interests, and
then proceeded to implement several tactics in order to force the
Mormons to leave. They “warned” them to leave, hired Philastus
Hurlbut to expose their beliefs, took economic sanctions, and by
1836 began to use force. The persecution may not have been as
dramatic as in Missouri or Nauvoo, but it was nevertheless strongly
present.

More attention should also be given to how newspapers
created an 1mage of the Saints from which others could draw
conclusions about Mormon intentions. What Ohioans said and did
about the Mormons undoubtedly had an effect on how Missourians
perceived the Saints. It may even have dictated some of the tactics
they used. The same could be said of the people in Illinois. Certainly
Thomas Sharp’s rhetoric was shaped by the Missourians’ percep-
tions of the Saints as presented in their newspapers. Thus, by the
time the Mormons arrived in Nauvoo, a perceptual paradigm had
already been set up from which their intentions could be judged and
a plan for persecution could be drawn.

Perhaps a more serious criticism of Hill’s book involves his
basic assumption about American pluralism. Hill cites James
Madison’s Federalist, number 10, as proof of the Founding
Fathers’ intention to insure that “no single interest group or
‘faction” would be able to dominate,” thus protecting America’s
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freedom. This interpretation has come under attack as anachron-
istic and distinctly modem.® Hill is no doubt aware of the argument
but fails to address 1it. With much of his interpretation based on this
idea, this omission is conspicuous.

Winn has a similar interpretational problem. While the
discussion over “republican” 1deology has blossomed in the last
decade, its definition is still imprecise. The age-old question of
exactly to what extent general ideology actually motivates people
1s still unclear. Moreover, “classical republicanism”™ has become a
vague term often substituted by historians for rigorous analysis.
Finally, I am not sure if Winn gives us anything that Hill has not
discussed already under the rubric of pluralism. The significance of
Winn’s work, however, lies in his contributing to a growing body
of literature that finds differing visions of classical republicanism
as a major cause of conflict in early and antebellum America.? The
Mormons’ antebellum experience may prove an excellent micro-
cosm from which to gain further insight into the events leading to
the firing on Fort Sumter in 1861.

Both of these books are important for reasons already
enumerated. The fact that Winn relies heavily on Hill’s work is
indicative of the importance of Quest for Refuge. Marvin Hill has
written a monograph that could well supplant Brodie’s No Man
Knows My History as the book heralded by secular scholars as the
definitive work on Mormon origins. Winn’s work, in contrast, has
brought Mormonism into the mainstream of current historical
debate. Both works are long overdue, and like our two friends who
sought the grail and failed, Hill and Winn have given us, if not the
chalice, at least “illumination.”

NOTES

'For the essence of Hill’s argument about Mormonism’s response to pluralism, see his “Counter-
Revolution: The Mormon Reaction to the Coming of American Democracy,” Sunstone 13 (June 1989):
24-33,

*While Hill owes a great deal to Robert Flanders's interpretation of Nauvoo, he differs markedly
in his assertion that Joseph Smith was a “true believer” in his cause. Flanders often views the Mormon
prophet as a megalomaniac vying only for power and status (see Robert Bruce Flanders, Nauvoo:
Kingdom on the Mississippi [Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1965], esp. chaps. 4-6; see also Robert
Bruce Flanders, “Dream and Nightmare: Nauvoo Revisited,” in The Restoration Movement: Essays in
Mormon History, ed. F. Mark McKieman et al. (Independence, Mo.: Herald House Publishing, 1979),
141-66.

‘During a period of intense debate about coalition politics in the 1930s and 1940s, modem
pluralist theory in American political culture evolved and was popularized by Charles Beard, Harold
Laski, and Walter Lippmann. A major critique of applying modern pluralist theory to Madison’s
Federalist, no. 10, is Paul L. Bourke, “The Pluralist Reading of James Madison’s Tenth Federalist,”
Perspectives in American History 9 (1975): 271-95; see also Sean Wilentz, “On Class and Politics in
Jacksonian America,” Reviews in American History 10 (December 1982): 45-63.

*See, for instance, Paul Goodman, Toward a Christian Republic: Antimasonry and the Great
Transition in New England, 1826-1836 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1988); and James Oakes,
The Ruling Race: A History of American Slaveholders (New York: Vintage Books, 1982), esp. chap. 1.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol30/iss1/13



