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Lyman: The Rise and Decline of Mormon San Bernardino

San Bernardino 47

the understanding that their fellow colonists would support them
financially by purchasing individual plots after the property was
surveyed and in the meantime exert every effort to help meet the
difficult first year’s payments. Early in 1852, prior to any harvest
in the new land, the San Bernardino Saints agreed to sell livestock
to buyers then in their midst to the extent necessary to meet the
approaching second payment. By March, sixteen thousand dollars
had been raised and the immediate obligation met. Much of the
remaining balance of over fifty thousand dollars was also appar-
ently refinanced at that time by the firm of Burgoyne and Ness of
San Francisco, payable in two years with the mortgage of the entire
ranch given as security.

At the time, this venture appeared to be financially sound, but
several developments soon occurred with rather disastrous conse-
quences. First of all, the economic boom accompanying the gold
rush was rapidly subsiding, and the San Bernardino Saints conse-
quently had more difficulty selling their expected cash products of
flour and lumber in quantity and at the price expected. Vastly more
devastating to the community’s future was the discovery that the
original San Bernardino land grant had specified that the owners
were to actually possess only eight square leagues of land, less than
half of what the Lugos had used as rangeland. Lyman and Rich had
undoubtedly been negligent in not having the fine print of the docu-
ments examined by someone more competent in Spanish than
William Stout, one of their brethren. Although they appealed to the
United States Land Commission then substantiating old claims,
when that body made its final ruling the Mormon leaders were
informed that eight square leagues or thirty-five thousand acres was
the extent of the legal grant.

Elders Lyman and Rich were given the right to select from any
of the lands they assumed they had purchased. But in a very real
sense this was a blow from which the financial agents of the
community never recovered. Not only was there less land to sell to
recoup the debt, but there was also suddenly a very large amount of
government land available at what would likely be a substantially
lower price than Lyman and Rich could offer. It would be more
temptation than some could withstand to disregard promises to
purchase lands through the Church leaders and attempt preemption
of the adjoining public domain.

In the first local Church conference after the bad news from
the land commission, in October 1833, the proceedings were
highlighted, according to Lyman and Rich, by the participants
reaffirming that they would “use their utmost exertions with all the
means they might be able to influence to meet promptly the next and

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1989



BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 29, Iss. 4 [1989], Art. 5

48 BYU Studies

last payments for the rancho of San Bernardino.” Those present
also displayed marked generosity in payment and pledges to the
regular Church financial obligations of tithing and contributions
to the Perpetual Emigration Fund. By this time division of San
Bernardino into individual lots available for approximately one
hundred dollars each was under way, but the Church leaders
observed that since the community intended to “bind all our
energies to the payment” of what became known as the ranch debt,
few individual improvements were expected to commence that
year.'?

Meanwhile, the population of the colony was being enhanced
by Latter-day Saints arriving from northern California, Utah, and
missionary fields of the South Pacific. By the October conference
of 1853, the official Church membership in the area was just over
one thousand, with new additions coming regularly. Possibly
Elders Lyman and Rich had received some hints of official dissat-
isfaction at the rapid growth—at the expense of other Mormon
communities. At any rate, as the year began they wrote a letter to
the editor of the official Church newspaper, the Deseret News,
denying reports that they had encouraged Utah Church members to
emigrate to California. They reatfirmed the principles of coloniza-
tion strongly held by Brigham Young that “the place for the saints
1s wherever the counsel of the Lord through the presidency of the
church may place them.” They stressed 1t was “the privilege and
duty of all saints, without thinking for amoment,” to go to whatever
locality Church authorities sent them and to remain there until
released. All of this, 1t was stressed, would be in the interest of
service to Jesus Christ in the upbuilding of his kingdom on the
earth. They further stated they had been sent to California to build
the same kingdom. But, they stressed, they were not to accomplish
this “by pulling down one part” elsewhere. They continued point-
edly, “if any think to leave [Utah] without counsel, and think to be
fellowshipped by us, they are mistaken.” They concluded by
frankly stating “those who love not God sufficiently to serve him
in one place, will not do it in another” and expressed hope that such
persons, if interested in going to California, would take the northern
route, which, they said, would “‘sooner bring them to the palace of
the Golden God™ and spare San Bernardino “the curse of their faith-
lessness.”!

Later that summer, after the disappointments concerning the
land grant were fully understood, Lyman and Rich admitted their
first apprehensions of potential internal dissension. After offering
condolences over a recent conflict with Indians in Utah, the San
Bernardino proprietors ominously stated that the “foes against
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