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mormon and indian relations 25

attempt at acculturation she provided an early though seldom
followed example of mormon indian peoples history 5

charles E dibbles treatment of the mormon mission to the
shoshonishoshoneSho shoni was an equally important early survey dibble presaged
later writing by placing the mormon advance into the land of the
shoshonishoshoneSho shoni within the cultural context of both white and red man
on one hand like brooks he acknowledged the mormonscormonsMormons special
view of their own mission and the mission of the indian but he
also traced mormon success and failure within the shoshonisShoshonis own
cultural patterns 6 subsequent writers have also pursued the theme
of mormon missions david L bigler treated the ill fated fort
limhi idaho settlement among the bannocksBannocks 7 L A fleming
studied the muddy river settlements in present day southeastern
nevada while charles S peterson documented the Mormonmormonscormonsmonsnons
proselyting efforts with the hopi 8 though none of these pieces has
the explicit sympathy of brookss article none bears acrimony
they are content to tell their story within the framework of
established interpretation the mormon indian frontier while
never without tension and even conflict was nevertheless charac-
terized by the mormonscormonsMormons good intentions 9

the deanofdeanordean of mormon historians leonard J arlingtonarrington also
offered a supportive view writing several chapters on indians
while working on larger topics arrington and in one case his
coauthor davis bitton updated the longstandinglong standing consensus
arrington provided a broader survey of brigham youngs policy
from the initial pioneer adjuration to fort up to later techniques
aimed at assimilating utahs native americans into anglo society
in describing mormon policy arrington used words like coopera-
tion conciliation patience and forbearance yet he also
acknowledged the tension between the mormonscormonsMormons kindly indian
dealing and the requirements inherent in their large scale coloniza-
tion on native american lands

brighamsBrighams indian policy did not encompass respect or recognition
for the values and outlook of their culture he cannot fairly be
portrayed as enlightened in a sense that would satisfy the militant
native americans of today nonetheless viewed in the nineteenth
century context when ruthless exploitation and genocide were all too
common brigham displayed moderation and a willingness to
share 10

in sharp contrast to the views of the traditional historians
beginning in the late 1970s a competing version of events has
emerged like the revisionists outside utah and no doubt inspired
by them these younger historians approach the topic from what
they feel was the indian or at least a non mormon point of view
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instead of cooperation on the mormon indian frontier they sense
conflict they see less philanthropy in mormoninmormon dealing than cant
they look mostly in vain for anything praiseworthy or even
unusual about the mormon indian experience utah and the inter-
mountain west were largely the same old american refrain two
cultures sharply in conflict with the weaker left without rights
lands or dignity

the products of this newer approach are neither numerous nor
comprehensive no one has attempted even the limited overview
undertaken by arlingtonarrington one of the more active revisionists is
floyd A oneilonell director of the american west center at the
university of utah oneil began his study with a still unpublished
phd dissertation on the ute nation followed some years later by
an article on mormon frontiersman george washington bean
which deals less with bean than with mormon indian relations in
general oneil also coauthored with stanford J layton an inter-
pretationpretation ofbrighamofbrigham young as indian superintendent I1 I1

the latter study is representativeisrepresentativemisrepresentative of the new approach oneil
and layton see the mormonscormonsMormons land hunger as voracious their
motives suspect and their effect on the indians devastating
brigham young in turn is viewed especially in his dealings
with washington appointed territorial officials as arbitrary and
ultimately ineffectual the authors however concede some
mormon peculiarity mormonismsMormonisms stormy midwesternmidwestem experi-
ence its new england heritage its scriptural base and its schizo-
phrenic view of government in the nineteenth century combined to
create its own script that was acted out on the utah stage 12 it is
however clearly an unpleasant drama without much attractiveness
insofar as the mormon actors go

several articles by other scholars have continued the strain
howard A christy argues that hostility and bloodshed as much
as benevolence and conciliation characterized mormon indian
relations in utah before 1852 in point of fact the former catego-
ries dominate christaschristysChristys survey centering his attention on brigham
young and the mormonscormonsMormons fort utah settlement near present day
provo christy concludes that the mormonscormons held themselves to be
culturally superior indeed like the indians themselves took their
lands and at least during the period of survey failed to ameliorate
indian conditions by a policy of benevolence according to
christy the result was not unique like native americans else-
where indians in utah were not civilized but destroyed 13

others find equal harshness albert winkler focuses on
mormon violence during the black hawk war that culminated in
the killing of imprisoned paiute men women and children at
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clevillecirclevilleCir utah the largest massacre winkler believes of
indians in utahs history 14 R warren metcalfsmetcalfeMetcalfs view of the
black hawk war is similar holding that the settlers first expropri-
ated indian lands and then when they resisted or became a
nuisance the government removed them the black hawk war
may thus be seen as the hostile phase of this familiar pattern 15

perhaps eugene campbells establishing zion provides the fullest
statement of the new school devoting two of his nineteen chapters
to the subject campbell summarizes previous findings first he
argues for mormon inconsistency while the settlers scriptural
injunctions and good intentions might impel them to found indian
missions their treatment of the native american was besotted by
harsh encounters emphasizing tension conflict and the similarity
of mormon ways to the broader american experience campbell
holds that mormon colonization was disastrous for the native
american 16

the challenge of the revisionists met with surprising passiv-
ity only lawrence G coates a professor of history at ricks
college rose to the traditionalists defense frankly acknowledg-
ing the saints ways were not always those of brigham young
coates maintains that president youngs relations with the
indians were more than pious expressions of good will or state-
ments of empty dreams hopes and visions if this argument was
intended as a riposte to oneil and layton coates appears equally
willing to take on christy insisting that brigham youngs acts
more than simple deeds of kindness or acts of violence were a
blend of his social religious humanitarian philosophy and practi-

cal measures that he thought necessary for establishing the
mormon kingdom of god on earth 17

the debate over mormon indian policy embraces some of
the issues and problems of the larger national discussion
certainly some of the revisionists evince a higher appreciation or
tolerance of indian culture and viewpoint environmental issues
are also at times manifest with at least several of the revisionists
treating the indian as something of a model or at least a successful
ecologist but if new perspectives are provided there is also a
lamentable downside too often revisionist passion hinders
thorough and balanced analysis indeed some of the younger
authors only reverse the roles of previous heroes and villains
creating fresh stereotypes in their wake

of course not all historical writing of the topic fits neatly into
the two categories A second article by howard christy mixes
elements of both christy describes the passive defensive tactics
successfully employed by mormon leaders during the walker war
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