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So even as a child I began to ask questions, and it was often
difficult to get answers. In fact, I was sometimes criticized for
asking “too many” questions. And later this was difficult to square
with what I had been taught in church and in the classroom. Though
it was not the main factor in my leaving Utah, if I am to be honest
with you, then [ have to say it was a factor, along with matters of the
heart. But then I was one of many BY U graduates who headed East
at that time. There was not enough room for us 1n Utah’s agrarian
economy. Henry Stark, Briant Decker, Walter Cottam, Henry
Eyring, Hal Bently, and Nils Anderson were also among that group.

I needed explanations. Why were we comfortable while
others were hungry? Even Professor Jenson, when she taught
Browning’s “Pippa Passes,” never explained why the little girl was
allowed out of the mill for only one day a year. But I do remember
Pippa’s happiness: “God’s in his heaven, all’s right with the
world.” My brother Luther had written from his mission in England
about the dehumanizing conditions then prevailing in British
factories. But many people did not want to hear about it. And what’s
more, 1t was suggested that people who talked about such things
were probably just “troublemakers.” Imagine my surprise when I
discovered that my future husband, who was raised in North
Dakota, knew more about the copper miners’ strike and the lives of
industrial workers in Utah than I did. We did live a “protected” life.

Well, times have changed, haven’t they? It 1s encouraging to
think that concerns and attitudes that once seemed threatening are
now widely accepted.

In a sense, though I have lived on the East Coast and in Europe
all these years and traveled to all the continents, I have never left
Utah. And when I contemplate my good fortune to have partici-
pated for nearly six decades in some of the great changes of this
century—in affirming the rights of workers, of women, of blacks,
and consumers—I have always come back to my roots and to the
place that gave me wings.

When I started out, it was no longer remarkable for a woman
to graduate from college. The right to vote was something we had
already inherited. The right to enter the work force was being
accepted more and more. This was already quite a change from
attitudes 1n Alice Reynolds’s youth.

One of the things I would like to know about her is how she
accomplished so much at a time when most women were expected
to stay home. Remaining unmarried was probably a factor in
Professor Reynolds’s career; of course, it was more acceptable for
single women to work in those days than 1t was for married women.
Also, I think, the time was ripening for women’s abilities and
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energies to be brought into service—this simply began to make
sense to many people, particularly during World War L.

Lastly, we must never forget that supporting hand on the
shoulder—in her case, the hand of her father and other relatives and
friends. In mine, it was also the hand of my father, and my brother
Luther, and my brother-in-law George Ballif, my sister Algie, and,
of course, mainly my husband, Oliver, who was so comfortable in
his own sense of self-worth that any honors which came to me were
celebrated with me.

In Professor Reynolds’s success, I think we must assume that
the way she went about achieving her goals was crucial. In my own
experience, you can move mountains 1f you keep certain principles
in mind—guidelines, 1f you will, for how we ought to treat other
human beings. It 1s, for instance, terribly important to look at the
other person’s situation and try to understand that individual’s
point of view. This means, in a sense, standing in the shoes of the
people you’re trying to understand. It also means approaching
opponents respectfully and making a serious effort to understand
the reasons for their position. It seems to me that this 1s more
important than ever now, for our society is at a level of such
complexity that the “right” answer 1s seldom easy or obvious.
“Avoid simple answers,” George Hanson taught us, “for they are
usually unreliable.” And to find reliable answers to the thorny
problems we face today, we need all the help we can get. We need
each other. We need to hear all voices and try to understand all
points of view.

Alice Reynolds would undoubtedly be very proud to see how
far women have come since her day. I am very gratified to have
been a part of that advance through the achievements of President
John F. Kennedy’s Commission on the Status of Women. In 1963
it was almost as controversial and embattled a set of principles as
Civil Rights was. In Utah, I might add, advocacy ot equality of
opportunity was often regarded as an attack on the structure of
family life and tradition.

At the same time, I am aware that our upbringing in Utah gave
us convictions, and I suppose it was these convictions, along with
our supportive friends and families, that gave us the courage to
speak out. Though Professor Reynolds was a model of gentleness,
that did not stop her from doing what she believed in. She was aware
of the great currents of her time. She discussed, she led, and she
spoke up for her beliefs, tearlessly. As we already know, she was
a supporter of early legislation for women, and I'm confident
from all we know about her that she would be in the forefront on the
big issues that women are facing today: day care for children,
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