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figure much in the news these days had I1 known sixty some years
ago that I1 would be standing here at this time I1 most certainly would
have signed up for one of her courses nevertheless through my
sisters algie thelma and anna marie I1 knew about professor
reynolds and felt her influence on this campus and we were
delighted by the stories we all used to hear about her professorial
absentmindedness her teakettle purse and the time she crawled
through the classroom window

even though I1 did not study with professor reynolds I1 was
influenced by her and was nourished by other outstanding teachers
william J snow in political science opened up the world of
government for me he pressed us hard to think wilford poulson
in psychology had me read many works on the psychology of
religion and professor hugh woodruff imbued me with the
philosophy and history of the many different religions so vital to
understanding diverse cultures throughout the world walter
cottam and vasco tanner in botany and zoology carl eyring in
physics and john C swenson in sociology helped prepare me
for the work I1 did later in the sweatshops of new york and boston
and for my teaching at bryn mawr summer school for women
workers george hanson the geology teacher taught us how long
it took to build the great mountains it took millions of years and
he said to the students you must be patient but his final words
were dont be too patient

julia B jensenshensensJensens impact was tremendous I1 studied robert
browning with her I1 had already had the good fortune of studying
english literature in high school with alice ludlow who later
became mrs ernie wilkinson it was she who reinforced my love
of reading these were some of the people who had their hands on
my shoulders who gently pushed me to think critically to ask
questions and to take risks all the while reminding me that they
were there to explain to argue to guide if needed

As wonderful as all this was it would be wrong for me to give
the impression that everything was perfect for like many young
people I1 was starting to question accepted behavior even then As
a youngster I1 rode from provo to salt lake one day with some of
my mothers college student boarders who had been enlisted as
strikebreakers during a railroad strike at the salt lake roundhouse
I1 still vividly remember being escorted through the picket line by
police on horseback who made a path for our car by pushing back
the strikers and their families at one point our car stopped in the
midst of the crowd and a thin woman with two small children
caught my eye why are you doing this to us she asked I1 had no
answer
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so even as a child I1 began to ask questions and it was often
difficult to get answers in fact I1 was sometimes criticized for
asking too many questions and later this was difficult to square
with what I1 had been taught in church and in the classroom though
it was not the main factor in my leaving utah if I1 am to be honest
with you then I1 have to say it was a factor along with matters of the
heart but then I1 was one of many BYU graduates who headed east
at that time there was not enough room for us in utahs agrarian
economy henry stark briant decker walter cottam henry
eyring hal bently and nils anderson were also among that group

I1 needed explanations why were we comfortable while
others were hungry even professor jenson when she taught
brownings pippa passes never explained why the little girl was
allowed out of the mill for only one day a year but I1 do remember
pippas happiness gods in his heaven alls right with the
world my brother luther had written from his mission in england
about the dehumanizing conditions then prevailing in british
factories but many people did not want to hear about it and whats
more it was suggested that people who talked about such things
were probably just troublemakers imagine my surprise when I1
discovered that my future husband who was raised in north
dakota knew more about the copper miners strike and the lives of
industrial workers in utah than I1 did we did live a protected life

well times have changed havent they it is encouraging to
think that concerns and attitudes that once seemed threatening are
now widely accepted

in a sense though I1 have lived on the east coast and in europe
all these years and traveled to all the continents I1 have never left
utah and when I1 contemplate my good fortune to have partici-
pated for nearly six decades in some of the great changes of this
century in afaffirmingfinning the rights of workers of women of blacks
and consumers I1 have always come back to my roots and to the
place that gave me wings

when I1 started out it was no longer remarkable for a woman
to graduate from college the right to vote was something we had
already inherited the right to enter the work force was being
accepted more and more this was already quite a change from
attitudes in alice reynoldssReynoldreynoldsnss youth

one of the things I1 would like to know about her is how she
accomplished so much at a time when most women were expected
to stay home remaining unmarried was probably a factor in
professor reynoldssReynoldreynoldsnss career of course it was more acceptable for
single women to work in those days than it was for married women
also I1 think the time was ripening for womens abilities and
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energies to be brought into service this simply began to make
sense to many people particularly during world war 1I

lastly we must never forget that supporting hand on the
shoulder in her case the hand ofher father and other relatives and
friends in mine it was also the hand of my father and my brother
luther and my brother in law george ballif my sister algie and
of course mainly my husband oliver who was so comfortable in
his own sense of self worth that any honors which came to me were
celebrated with me

in professor reynoldssReynoldreynoldsnss success I1 think we must assume that
the way she went about achieving her goals was crucial in my own
experience you can move mountains if you keep certain principles
in mind guidelines if you will for how we ought to treat other
human beings it is for instance terribly important to look at the
other persons situation and try to understand that individuals
point of view this means in a sense standing in the shoes of the
people youre trying to understand it also means approaching
opponents respectfully and making a serious effort to understand
the reasons for their position it seems to me that this is more
important than ever now for our society is at a level of such
complexity that the right answer is seldom easy or obvious
avoid simple answers george hanson taught us for they are

usually unreliable and to find reliable answers to the thorny
problems we face today we need all the help we can get we need
each other we need to hear all voices and try to understand all
points of view

alice reynolds would undoubtedly be very proud to see how
far women have come since her day I1 am very gratified to have
been a part of that advance through the achievements of president
john F kennedyskennedyaKennedys commission on the status of women in 1963
it was almost as controversial and embattled a set of principles as
civil rights was in utah I1 might add advocacy of equality of
opportunity was often regarded as an attack on the structure of
family life and tradition

at the same time I1 am aware that our upbringing in utah gave
us convictions and I1 suppose it was these convictions along with
our supportive friends and families that gave us the courage to
speak out though professor reynolds was a model of gentleness
that did not stop her from doing what she believed in she was aware
of the great currents of her time she discussed she led and she
spoke up for her beliefs fearlessly As we already know she was
a supporter of early legislation for women and im confident
from all we know about her that she would be in the forefront on the
big issues that women are facing today day care for children
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