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L ight rail is 
simply a 
modern ver ­

sion of old street­
cars. L i ght r ail, 
however, is faster 
and more effi ­
cient. Passengers 
don't have to 
jump off and 
push the car s 
over humps, nor 
do they have to 
warm themselves 
in knee-deep 
straw. 

MY ADDRESS: 

Mai n Street eastward along 400 South to Rice­
Eccles Stadiu m. Transportation offi cials 
hoped to have the line completed by February 
2002 so it could be used to transport spectators 
to the opening and closing ceremonies of 
the Salt Lake 2002 Winter Olympics. The 
2.5-mil e, $118-milli on TRAX line from 
downtown Salt Lake City to the University of 
U tah opened on 15 D ecember 2001. 
H owever, securi ty concerns prevented this lin e 

from being used during the Winter Olympics. 
Meanwhi le, transportati ons offi cials began 
seeking funding fo r a 1.5-mil e extension to the 
University of Utah Medical Center, and offi ­
cials along the Wasatch Front began planning 
fo r eventual li ght rail access to their citi es. 'T 

f. M ichael H unter is the Ame1ican, Bn'tish, and 

M ormon H istory librarian at Brigham Young 

University. 
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Many of their 
had broken 

wagons 
down and 

there was neither timber 
nor iron for repairing 
them. "There we were, 
completely shut out from 
the world . . . " 

By Susan Lofgren 

I n 1853, a rare pamphlet was pub­
l ished in Li verpool, England, by 
Benjamin Brown, a M ormon mis­

sionary who had been bishop of the Salt 
L ake City Fourth Ward in 1849. Writing of 
the condition of the Saints before the 
Californi a Gold Rush, he said they were 
living on roots, work cattl e, and a small 
ration of cracked grain . Their clothes were 
wearing out, and agricultural implements 
were used up, broken, or destroyed. M any 
of their wagons had broken down and 
there was neither timber nor iron fo r 
repairing them. "There we were, com­
pletely shut out from the world ... the 
[nearest] shop was a thousand miles off, " 
the pamphlet stated. And then came the 
"miracle" of 1849. 

Wi ll iam G. H artl ey, "On the Trail in 
September," Ensign, Sept. 1997, writes: "A 
contingent of more than 200 M ormon 
Battali on soldi ers, who had been released 
from service in July 1847, had headed 
north through Californi a in order to cross 
the Sierra N evada and go eastward, back 
to their famili es. Whi le camped within 
two mi les of Sutter 's Fort (in present-day 


