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joseph smith and the gospel of matthew 71

church the need for conversion verses 1 5 the importance of
removing harmful elements from the members lives and thus from the
church verses 7 9 member activation verses 12 14 the resolving
of differences between individual saints verses 15 17 and the need
for genuine forgiveness verses 21 35 the instructions regarding the
resolution of differences between members compare similar instruc-
tions in dacd&c 4284 92 conclude with this matter of policy and if he
the accused shall neglect to hear them persons to assist or serve as

witnesses tell it unto the church but if he neglect to hear the church
let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican matt 1817
emphasis added

there seemed to be no doubt in the mind of the prophet joseph
smith that jesus had come to earth to do more than articulate ethical
principles or even to reveal strong doctrine the master came as a legal
administrator and reestablished the kingdom of god the church of
jesus christ 8 this church through the holy priesthood administered
the gospel and through the establishment of standards and command-
ments sought to structure the lives of the saints in strait and narrow
ways the need for commandments within the community of chris-
tians is an important insight and contribution of the joseph smith
translation note the concluding verse of matthew chapter 5 in the
sermon on the mount as given in the JST ye are therefore com-
manded to be perfect even as your father who is in heaven is perfect
note also the following bit of counsel to the disciples during the same
sermon

matt 626 KJV matt 629 30 JST
26 behold the fowls of the air for 29 behold the fowls of the air for
they sow not neither do they reap they sow not neither do they reap
nor gather into barns yet your heavbeav nor gather into barns yet your heav-
enly father feedethreedeth them areate ye not enly father feedethreedeth them are ye not
much better than they much better than they how much

more will he notnotfeedyoureedfeed you
30 wherefore take no thoughtforthought rorfor
these things but keep my com-
mandmentsmandments wherewith I1I1 have com
mandedyou

emphasis added

the occasion of the healing of the two blind men provides
another opportunity for us to see the emergence of this theme in the
joseph smith translation

asee8seeee historyhistoryoftheofrhethe church 5258 59
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72 BYU studies

matt 929 30 KJV matt 939359555 36 JST

29 then touched he their eyes say-
ing

35 then touched he their eyes say-
ingaccording to your faith be it according to your faith be it

unto you unto you
30 and their eyes were opened and 36 and their eyes were opened and
jesus straitly charged them saying straitly he charged them saying
see that no man know it keep my commandments and see

ye tell no man in thisplacethis place that no
man know it

emphasis added

it was not enough for the healed men to keep the miracle a secret they
had to keep the commandments to be a part of the community of
believers

jesus enunciates the cost of discipleship in an important dis-
course to his followers just after peters confession the lord here
defines what it means for one to take up his cross

matt 1624 26 KJV matt 1625 29jst29 JST
24 then said jesus unto his disci-
ples

25 then said jesus unto his disci-
plesif any man will come after me if any man will come after me

let him deny himself and take up his let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me cross and follow me
25 for whosoever will save his life 26 and nomnownorfornowforrorfor a man to take up
shall lose it and whosoever will lose his cross is to deny himse4allhimself allailali un-

godlinesshis life for my sake shall find it and every worldly lust
26 for what is a man profited if he and keep my commandments
shall gain the whole world and lose 27 break not my commandments
his own soul or what shall a man for to save your lives for whosoever
give in exchange for his soul will save his life in this world shall

lose it in the world to come
28 and whosoever will lose his life

in this world for my sake shall find
it in the world to come
29 therefore forsake the world
and save your souls for what is a
man profited if he shall gain the
whole world and lose his own
soul

emphasis added

keeping the commandments established by the lord through the
church is also accomplished through submitting to the priesthood
ordinances the ordinances of salvation are channels by which
the power of godliness is manifest unto men in the flesh

dacd&c 8420 21 it is not enough for an individual to come to christ
through his teachings or example alone one is expected to subscribe
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joseph smith and the gospel of matthew 73

the articles of adoption to be fully born again into the church and
kingdom of god 9 note how the savior begins the sermon on the
mount in the joseph smith translation

matt 51 22kjvKJV matt 51 4 JST
1 and seeing the multitudes he 1 Anand djesusjesus seeing the multitudes
went up unto a mountain and when went up into a mountain and when
he was set his disciples came unto he was set down his disciples came
him unto him
2 and he opened his mouth and 2 and he opened his mouth and
taught them saying taught them saying

3 blessed are they who shall believe
on me and again more blessed are
they who shall believe on your
words when ye shall testify that ye
have seen me and that I1I1 am
4 yea blessed are they who shall
believe on your words and come
down into the depth of humility
and be baptized in my name for
they shall be visited withwitbfirefifefireaire and the
holy ghost and shall receive a re-
mission of their sins

emphasis added

this counsel to come unto christ through ordinances as well as
attitude is repeated by the lord to his nephite disciples after his
resurrection 3 ne 121 2

tied with this principle is the doctrine of accountability that all
men must repent and be baptized and not only men but women and
children who have arrived at the years of accountability dacd&c 1842
the joseph smith translation makes it plain that jesus considered little
children to be spiritually whole from the foundation of the world and
thus not in need of baptism or confirmation

9lbid91bid 658
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matt 18181010 1111kjvKJV matt 18181010 1111jstJST
10 take heed that ye despise not one 10 take heed that ye despise not one
of these little ones for I1 say unto of these little ones for I1 say unto
you that in heaven their angels do you that in heaven their angels do
always behold the face of my father always behold the face of my father
which is in heaven who is in heaven
11 for the son of man is come to 11 for the son of man is come to
save that which was lost save that which was lost and to call

sinners to repentance but these lit-
tle ones have no needof repentanceofrepentance

and I1I1 will save them
emphasis added

these words are consistent with the counsel in the book of mormon
mosiah 316 moro 8 the revelations of the doctrine and covenants

dacd&c 20712071 2946 6825682682527525 2277 and also principles joseph had learned
about accountability while translating genesis gen 1711 JST

thejosephThtheeJosephjoseph smith translation of matthew makes it clear that those
called to preach the gospel were expected to be far more than spiritual
paul reveres rushing through the streets screaming the kingdom is

coming the kingdom is coming preparation for the christ and his
kingdom includes receiving his representatives and then submitting to
the first principles further evidence of this is to be found in the verse
added to the passage in the sermon on the mount in which the lord is

giving his disciples their charge go ye into the world saying unto
all repent for the kingdom of heaven has come nigh unto you
matt 79 JST emphasis added

finally the joseph smith translation makes it clear that the
church exists not only to administer the gospel through the ordi-
nances but also to see to it that those within the church live lives
consistent with the high standards set by christ this is apparent in
chapter 18

matt 189 KJV matt 188 9 JST

9 and if thine eye offend thee pluck 8 and if thine eye offend thee pluck
it out and cast it from thee it is it out and cast it from thee it is better
better for thee to enter into life with for thee to enter into life with one
one eye rather than having two eyes eye rather than having two eyes to
to be cast into hell fire be cast into hell fire

9 and a mans hand is bisfriendbikhisbis friend
and hibishisuis rootfootsfootroof also and a mans eye

are they of his own household
emphasis added
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