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Matt. 9:29-30, KJV:

29. Then touched he their eyes, say-
ing, According to your faith be it
unto you.

30. And their eyes were opened; and
Jesus straitly charged them, saying,
See that no man know it.
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Matt. 9:35-36, JST:
35. Then touched he their eyes, say-
ing, According to your faith, be it
unto you.
36. And their eyes were opened; and
straitly he charged them, saying,
Keep my commandments, and see
ye tell no man in this place, that no
man know it.

(Emphasis added.)

[t was not enough for the healed men to keep the miracle a secret; they
had to keep the commandmendts to be a part of the community of
believers.

Jesus enunciates the cost of discipleship in an important dis-
course to his followers, just after Peter’s confession. The Lord here
defines what it means for one to “take up his cross”:

Matt. 16:24-26, KJV:

24. Then said Jesus unto his disci-
ples, If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me.

25. For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose
his life for my sake shall find it.

26. For what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?

Matt. 16:25-29, JST:
25. Then said Jesus unto his disci-
ples, If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow me.
26. And now for a man to take up
bis cross, is to deny bimself all un-
godliness, and every worldly lust,
and keep my commandments.
27. Break not my commandments
Jor to save your lives; for whosoever
will save his life in this world, shall
lose it n the world to come.
28. And whosoever will lose his life
in this world, for my sake, shall find
it in the world to come.
29. Therefore, forsake the world,
and save your souls; for what is a
man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own
soul? . ..

(Emphasis added.)

Keeping the commandments established by the Lord through the
Church is also accomplished through submitting to the priesthood
ordinances. The ordinances of salvation are channels by which
the “power of godliness” is manifest unto men in the flesh
(D&C 84:20-21). It is not enough for an individual to come to Christ
through His teachings or example alone; one is expected to “subscribe
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the articles of adoption™ to be fully born again into the Church and
kingdom of God.? Note how the Savior begins the Sermon on the
Mount in the Joseph Smith translation:

Joseph Smith and the Gospel of Matthew

Matt. 5:1-2, KJV:

1. And seeing the multitudes, he
went up unto a mountain: and when
he was set, his disciples came unto
him:

2. And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying,

Matt. 5:1-4, ]JST:

1. And Jesus, seeing the multitudes
went up into a mountain; and when
he was set down, his disciples came
unto him:

2. And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying,

3. Blessed are they who shall believe
on me; and again, more blessed are
they who shall believe on your
words, when ye shall testify that ye
bave seen me and that I am .
4. Yea, blessed are they who shall
believe on your words, and come
down into the depth of bumility
and be baptized in my name; for
they shall be visited with fire and the
Holy Gbhost, and shall receive a re-
mission of their sins.

(Emphasis added.)

This counsel to come unto Christ through ordinances as well as
attitude is repeated by the Lord to his Nephite disciples after his
resurrection (3 Ne. 12:1-2).

Tied with this principle is the doctrine of accountability, that “all
men must repent and be baptized, and not only men, but women, and
children who have arrived at the years of accountability” (D&C 18:42).
The Joseph Smith translation makes it plain that Jesus considered little
children to be spiritually whole from the foundation of the world and
thus not in need of baptism or confirmation:

9Ibid., 6:58.
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Matt. 18:10-11, KJV:

10. Take heed that ye despise not one
of these little ones; for I say unto
you, That in heaven their angels do
always behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven.

11. For the Son of man is come to
save that which was lost.
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Matt. 18:10-11, JST:

10. Take heed that ye despise not one
of these little ones; for I say unto
you, that in heaven their angels do
always behold the face of my Father
who is in heaven.

11. For the Son of Man is come to
save that which was lost, and fo call

sinners to repentance; but these lit-
tle ones bave no need of repentance,
and [ will save them .

(Emphasis added.)

These words are consistent with the counsel in the Book of Mormon
(Mosiah 3:16; Moro. 8), the revelations of the Doctrine and Covenants
(D&C 20:71; 29:46; 68:25-27), and also principles Joseph had learned
about accountability while translating Genesis (Gen. 17:11, JST).

The Joseph Smith translation of Matthew makes it clear that those
called to preach the gospel were expected to be far more than spiritual
Paul Reveres, rushing through the streets screaming, “The kingdom is
coming, the kingdom is coming!” Preparation for the Christ and his
kingdom includes receiving his representatives and then submitting to
the first principles. Further evidence of this is to be found in the verse
added to the passage in the Sermon on the Mount in which the Lord is
giving his disciples their charge: “Go ye into the world, saying unto
all, Repent, for the kingdom of bheaven has come nigh unto you”
(Matt. 7:9, JST; emphasis added).

Finally, the Joseph Smith translation makes it clear that the
Church exists not only to administer the gospel through the ordi-
nances but also to see to it that those within the Church live lives
consistent with the high standards set by Christ. This is apparent in
chapter 18:
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Matt. 18:9, KJV:

9. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck
it out, and cast it from thee: it is
better for thee to enter into life with
one eye, rather than having two eyes
to be cast into hell fire.

Matt. 18:8-9, JST:

8. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck

it out and cast it from thee; it is better

for thee to enter into life with one

eye, rather than having two eyes to

be cast into hell fire.

9. And a man’s hand is bis friend,

and bis fool, also; and a man's eye,

are they of his own bhousebold.
(Emphasis added.)



