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were quite clearly taken by a skepric who indulged in mild ridicule of
the youth’s claims. In this framework Joseph is reported as admitting

that he had a certain stone, which he had occasionally looked at to

determine where hidden treasures . . . were . . . and had looked for
Mr. Stowell several times . . . that at Palmyra . . . he had frequently
ascertained in that way where lost property was. .. that he has

occasionally been in the habit of looking through this stone to find lost
property for three years, but of late had pretty much given it
up . . . thar he did not solicit business of this kind, and had always
rather declined having anything to do with this business.®

In an 1859 interview, Martin Harris recalled that Joseph could
find a lost object through his stone and that the older Smith men were
involved in a money-digging company. Both Joseph and his mother
refute treasure-searching accusations without total denials, and Lucy
Mack Smith comments that Josiah Stowell came from Pennsylvania
to enlist Joseph's help in his excavations because he heard the youth
“possessed certain keys by which he could discern things invisible to
the natural eye.”’ Yet the extent of such activity is hard to recon-
struct, so these particularized reports certainly do not validate all the
tall stories of anti-Mormon folklore or the extensive hearsay in county
histories.

Responsible investigation will not jump from Harris and the
Stowell involvement to the neighborhood certificates. It should first
ask how Joseph Smith answered the 1833 certificates. Indeed, he
spoke not only of their content but of the character, motivation, and
methods of the man who gathered them, Doctor (his given name)
Philastus Hurlbut. Mormon histories easily prove Hurlbut’s bias and
impeach his motives, but unpublished sources also verify the defects
noted by virtually every person who mentioned him. Ironically, his
own character appears to be worse than the worst he gathered about
Joseph Smith.”

Joseph's journal notes Hurlbut's appearance in Kirtland as a new
member on 13 March 1833, when the Prophet “conversed with him
considerably about the Book of Mormon.”” Within the week, Hurl-
but was ordained an elder and returned to the mission field to preach.
But three months later he was tried by “the Bishop’s Council of High
Priests in a charge of unchristian conduct with the female sex,” and
he was granted an appeal to the Kirtland higher council, then
presided over by Joseph Smith. His “liberal confession” moved the
court to mercy: This council decided that the Bishop’s Council
decided correctly before, and that Bro. H’s crime was sufficient to cut
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