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the persisting idea of american
treasure hunting

ronald W walker

he carried a magic divining rod
A miraculous crystal stone
by which in the darkened crown of his hat
he could fix a spot unknown

leo leonard twinem A ballad of
old pocock vermont 1929

there is only one way of understanding a cultural phenomenon
which is alien to one s own ideological pattern and that isis to place
oneself at its very centre and from there to track down all the values
that radiate from it

mircea eliade the forge andtheand the crucible 1956 11

toute vue des choseschases qui n est pas etrangeenrange est fausse
paul valery as quoted in hamlets mill 1

the following essay was originally written for a general scholarly
audience even though it is now being published in a latter day saint
context I1 have chosen to retain its detached tone reserving a more
personal response for another essay which also appears in this issue of
B YU studies I1 chose such a tone not so much because ofmy intended
audience but because I1 wished to understand treasure digging as a
cultural phenomenon not just as a recurring theme in mormon
historical writing past writers who have dealt with mormon money
digging have usually written in a polemical and even combative
manner As a result inin the hundred and fifty years that writers have
attacked and defended joseph smith s alleged treasure hunting we
have not learned much about the topic itself my hope inin writing this
essay was to place money digging at center stage free from partisan
debate and thereby establish an understandable context for the
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430 BBYUYU studies

smith family s involvement with the activity their actual role of
course is yet to be examined in detail

I1 wish to make another point explicit nothing in my study
should be taken as suggesting that joseph smith was merely a
product of his folk culture environment no english or american
village adept ever produced a book of mormon none produced a
vision of moses the olive leaf the three degrees of glory or such
magisterial ideas as sections 93 and 98 of the doctrine and
covenants at every major point in his career there were second and
third witnesses for joseph smith s work and when he died he left a
chchurchurch that dwarfed anything that might have been built by a
run of the mill village holy man some may see this success as simply
the work of a religious genius my own conviction is that joseph
was a religious genius because of an active and guiding providence

nevertheless as we come to understand the new england folk
culture more fully we may find that it was not an inappropriate
precursor to the restoration it is already apparent that this culture
tended to be antitraditionalanti traditional church in orientation it strongly em-
braced the idea of personal revelation and the ministry of spirits at
least some of its practitioners believed in a kind of premortal exis-
tence dispensationalismdispensarionalismdispensationalism and the restoration of ancient texts for
many of its adherents it seems to have functioned as a visionary and
exciting though not formal religion one of the major insights in
the field of religious studies during the past decade is the realization
that religious faithfaitbalthbaithfalthaitfaithhashhashas been defined too narrowly by examining
what the people actually were doing and believing we have come to
understand that there was existing side by side with such move-
ments as episcopalianism or presbyterianism or lutheranism some-
times intermixing with them an informal people s religion that held
the attention of the common man or woman

II111iai

from colonial times to at least the age of jackson americans
dug for magical treasure there were hundreds and probably thou-
sands of these money diggers all seeking trovescroves of fabled coins
mines jewels and other valued prizes they worked from the
atlantic coast to the mississippi hinterlands and in a few localities
heaped up tailings that rivaled those of the later forty ninersbiners yet for
all this prodigious toil their finds were as rare as merlin s trans-
muted gold what made them persist relying on an immemorial
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the persisting idea ofamericanof american treasure hunting 431

but now forgotten world view the money diggers placed faith in
conjuring elemental spirits thrice spoken dreams seericfeeric gifts and
enchanted treasure that could slip and rumble through the earth as
easily as a fish moving through the deep the modern age will
probably never fully understand the diggers strange compound of
treasure seeking religious feeling and intense psychological devo-
tion to an old but fading way of life theirs was another world which
we can speak of but hardly enter

many of the themes ofamerican digging appear much earlier in
mankind s primal myths for example in egypt where most of the
magic of the subsequent world may be found is told the story
of setnauselnau khaemdhaem uastbast after offering an appropriate incantation
setnauselnau found an invaluable book deposited within a cavern the prize
was originally buried in a box which in turn contained a series of
smaller receptacles the last a golden box was guarded by a swarm
of serpents and scorpions the hero killed the last snake three times 2

the greeks in turn had their own treasure stories which told of a
winged griffin protecting treasure jason wresting the golden fleece
from the guarding dragon and heracles dispatching a snake to
obtain the three golden apples 3

tales of treasure also interested the semites they spoke of
hidden golden plates and other valuable texts buried in places like a
cave mountain iron box or under solomon s throne one treasure
was protected by qatmirmatmir a guarding dog 4 none of these reports
however matched the extravagance of the qumranquaran community s

copper scroll apparently a catalogue ofjudaean treasure lore this
early christian era scroll listed sixty hidden deposits with precious
metal weighing two hundred tons altogether 5somecsomesome of these ideas
may have influenced arabic culture the cassadrassad wrote R camp-
bell thompson is generally the guardian of some treasure and may
take the form ofa man colt cock or chicken with young he haunts
almost all caves the idea that devils are guardians of enormous
treasure is very prevalent among the arabs

clearly the ideas of hidden but guarded treasure with their
secondary and accompanying motifs ofancient texts animals boxes
devils caves gold incantations mountains and even the ratifying
number three were an ancient bequest later they became a part of
the central beliefs of indo european folk culture 7foriforfor the european
buried treasure might be found in barrows and treasure chambers
within a mountain or it could be deposited near a wayside cross
close to one s home or under the ruins of a fallen castle or abbey the
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treasure itself the people realized was active it might rise or fall
grow or multiply and after seven years some said a hundred years
were necessary blossum or sun itself near the earth s surface at
such times particularly during a full moon the treasure became
I1 I1 will 0 the wisp giving off a bluish flame and therefore especially
susceptible to recovery 8

but getting the treasure was always difficult and harrowing if
not recovered quickly the trove sank into the earth s depths until its
next farhar inin the future blooming further the digger might have
to outwit the manlikeman like elemental spirits according to some lore the
salamander after forging minerals in the earth s fiery furnace en-
trusted his newly made ore to his brothbrotherer spirits the sylphssylphy nymphs
and especially the underground gnomes who then safeguarded itit for
humankind s general good 9 more common however were tales
involving the devil who moved treasures about maliciously to pre
vent their discovery and created distracting spectresspec tres to impede dig-
ging for example he might transform himself into a frightening
toad rooster dog bear snake or dragon he could present the
digger with a false vision of his burning home or village or more
imaginatively he might dress himself in a bizarre red and green
costume and ride either a glowing wagon wheel or a trundling barrel
if such things did not scare the seeker from his booty they invariably
caused him to break the taboo of silence which ended any chance of

10success
faced with these obstacles the european treasure seeker tried to

narrow the odds to facilitate his search he listened carefully to the
treasure dreams of a pure or innocent youth who it was believed had
special powers to discern and recover the subterranean bounty
earth mirrors seer stones or divining rods crafted from hazel or

mistletoe were also thought to be useful searching tools 11 many
seekers used a magic manual like the sixth and seventh books of moses

to secure astrological information gain a listing ofsuitable psalms for
magic prowess and learn important prayer and conjuring formulae
the latter was especially important treasure seekers and magical
practitioners in general tried to bind to their service and imprison
in a ring a mirror or a stone some fairy sylph or salamander and
compel it to appear when called and render answers to such questions
as the viewer should propose 12 during the medieval period the
elemental spirits commonly known as familiars were viewed as

the easiest to conjure a task often left to a preadolescent youth a
cleric or a professional scryerserver 13

4
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the popularity of treasure digging in europe is difficult to
assess certainly the practice was geographically widespread money
diggers were at work from iceland to russia and from scandinavia to
the southern mediterranean germany and especially hungary had
reputations for digging 141 in england the practice made hill digger
a common epithet and brought a series of statutory prohibitions yet
court officials such as john dee queen elizabeth s physician or
goodwin wharton a seventeenth century lord of the admiralty
sought buried treasure and as late as the twentieth century hazel rods
were frequently used to probe for lead and coal veins in northern
england 15 shakespeare alexander pope walter scott edvard
grieg henrik ibsen and especially the germans goethe and E T A
hoffmann used treasure images in their works perhaps as telling
treasure hunting motifs lodged themselves in popular culture ev-
eryday folk brandishedbrandishesbrandished mistletoe carried their willowill o th ewi jack
0 lanterns told their children about money pots under the rainbow
and read to them of snow white s troubles with the wicked queen s

magic mirror and of the friendly treasure mountain gnomes who
rescued her

at the beginning of the modern era then there existed a mature
lore of hidden wealth and some of it was probably not chimera both
german and english miners claimed that divining rods aided their
search for minerals and the hope of finding treasure beneath a
barrow wayside cross ruin or in one of the ubiquitous caches of the
countryside was not entirely without foundation 16i yet the reality of
actual treasure hardly explains the power and tenacity of the treasure
myth finds were never commensurate with actual digging and
were more a matter of accidental discovery than conscious magical
enterprise even the discovery ofmines allegedly the most successful
of the diggers pursuits evoked skepticism and lacked documented
results 17

why did such a nonrational practice persist while wealth
seeking and adventure doubtless played a role europeans were as
susceptible to the old cultural patterns as the early semites greeks
and romans since at least neolithic times the ideas of treasure
capricious spirits religious quest and a mother earth who matured
precious ores within her hallowed womb have persisted like me-
dieval miners who purified themselves with fasting meditation
prayers and acts ofworship many treasure hunters saw themselves as
working close to the sacred presence 18 such religious feeling made
their practices tenacious and enduring

5
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moreover treasure digging fit into the prevailing magical
religious culture of the time some areas in england for instance
may have had as many wise men and wise women 11 as ordained
ministers and they likely commanded as wide a clientele drawing
their name from the christian magi these seers or masters of the
arcane claimed not only to locate buried treasure but also to heal the
sick foretell the future find lost articles establish criminality and
in some cases perform services that scholars increasingly conclude
were religious in character their summoning of celestial beings was
a religious rite concludes keith thomas in which prayer played
an essential part and where piety and purity of life were deemed
essential at this level the practice of magic became a holy
quest the search for knowledge not by study and research but by
revelation 9 some adepts added preachmentspreachments to their ceremonials
speaking of the lost patriarchal powers of adam enoch noah
joseph and solomon which they saw themselves as preserving

20

most old world magical practitioners warmly rejected any
league with the powers of darkness their craft was beneficium the
white art which opposed devilish compacts consorting with
demons and the works of evil witches for example egyptian secrets

a chapbook purportedly by albertus magnus that circulated among
the german peasantry and later among the pennsylvania dutch
advertised itself as an antidote to the machinations of bad and
malicious people whose sorcery blighted personal happiness mar
riagesbiages and on occasion entire villages to disregard its prescriptions
was to defdefyy the will of god and rriskI1

isk eternal punpunishmentI1shmentashment and grim
damnation 211 in a similar vein the sixth and seventh books of moses

freely invoked both biblical images and the cabalistic names of
deity 22 in sum many european adepts were like the elizabethan
john dee who told emperor rudolph 11II that finding no man nor
book had adequate truth he had resorted to the medium of his shew
stone and the ministry of holy angels but his conjuring he insisted
had never passed the bounds of acceptable and enlightened christian
ity 23 no doubt he saw his magical paraphernalia as no more opposed
to religion than the egyptian divining cup of joseph the super
natural rods of moses and aaron or the urimunmarim and thummim of the

24high priest
neither dee nor present day scholars have been able to draw a

distinct line between the white arts and religion certainly the old
nineteenth century categories which pejoratively saw magic as

primal practical and manipulative and religion as enlightened
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ethereal and supplicatory have failed to bear up under recent
structural functional or phenomenological analysis with a wide
range ofpractices present in all religious movements including early
christianity itself scholars have assumed a more tolerant and flexible
viewview

25

illiiilii

in retrospect it was inevitable that treasure digging should
persist in europe and later come to the new world so deeply
ingrained were the traditional folk ideas of hidden and shifting
treasure underground spirits divination astrology and the earth s

role in making and perfecting minerals that the practice must have
sailed to america with jamestown s sarah constant goodspeed and
discovery these myths were part of a significant but now largely
forgotten belief system which had the strengths of tradition reli-
gion and even an informal authority structure based on the wide-
spread wise adepts it offered the folk an alternative or accompanying
belief to the remote and at times emotionally sterile dogmas offormal
religion in the american environment this traditional culture of the
people of which money digging was a part would prosper for many
years then it quickly faded becoming a matter of opprobrium
which the collective consciousness of the new society sought to purge
from memory

bereft of the old european treasure landmarks and the ancient
celtic roman and german races that supposedly placed wealth
within them the early american settlers found new realities to
justify their renewed money digging borrowing on the old lore the
treasure hunters focused on ruins mounds caves or even geological
chasms and fissures which some thought to have been created by the
convulsions at the time of christ s crucifixion 26 the remains of
french fortifications brought fifty diggers to crown point near lake
champlain while others excavated around chimney island in the st
lawrence river channel fifty miles northeast of ogdenburgdenburgoldenburgOg new
york rumors of hidden hessian and british booty in turn brought
diggers to the saratoga new york battlefield 27

glacial drumlinsdrumminsdrum lins which rose barrow like from the upstate
new york landscape were also attractions one of these the
starkly dramatic one hundred and fifty foot high mormon hill or
cumorah as mormonscormons called it was the site of treasure digging

both before and after joseph smith s receiving ofhis golden plates 28
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diggers also worked the rampart crowned carantouanCarantouan or spanish
hill ririsingsinginin solitary isolation above the susquehanna plain near
elmira new york some believed that carantouanCarantouan like mormon
hill was a man made earthen shell that concealed a treasure cavern
others spoke of the hill s buried wealth reportedly left by spanish
explorers captain kidd or perhaps a prehistoric race as wealthy as
thetheaztecsaztecsazteca 29

the cave motif was not restricted to treasure mountains like
mormon hill and carantouanCarantouan perhaps reflecting the popular ma-
sonic legend of solomon s many arched subterranean vault there
were accounts of treasure caves in vermont s green mountains the
adirondacks near present day rochester and above the susque-
hanna river in northern pennsylvania 30 the image also survived in
good natured folklore according to henry van hoevenbergHoevenberg an
early twentieth century raconteur while still a young man he found
an algonquin parchment telling of a cave that could be seen only in
the light ofa full august moon finding and entering the grotto van
hoevenbergHoevenberg stuffed his pockets with wampum and gold and great
treasure until met by a huge and menacing indian though he
escaped with a few valuables the incident left him according to his
story with two broken legs three broken ribs and one broken

31arm
the identity of those burying treasure greatly varied encour-

aged by the area s mysterious mounds and a romantic delight with
the antique some posited the existence of an ancient american race
gentle and honest tim alienallenailen a rochester seer told ofpygmy miners
who buried their treasure in upstate new york to keep it from
invading giants 32 in chautauqua county new york near the
pennsylvania border several adepts confirmed the presence of a
fabulous buried treasure left by some highly cultivated and

wealthy celtic indians prior to their destruction by barbaric hordes
from the north A group of communitarian spiritualists who sup-
posedly spent 20000 digging at the site had their own revelation
about the Kiantonian people they were the spiritualists con-
firmed none other than the progenitors of the aztecsazteca 33 such notions
were apparently widespread the palmyra neighbors ofjosephofjoseph smith
claimed that his family spoke of large gold bars and silver plates
hidden within the caverns of the region s prehistoric man made
mounds 34

however none of the treasure burying peoples figured as

strongly in the lore as two ever present images the spaniard and the

8
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pirate spain and her colonies fascinated the average english settler
and spanish themes influenced undoubtedly by potosi and the
spanish main became stock features of the remarkably consistent
treasure tales 35 one of the most detailed stories told of the aged
spaniard degrau who in 1800 suddenly appeared near present day
bristol vermont and began digging eventually the settlers per-
suaded him to reveal his secret As a youthheyouth he had been part of a
successful spanish mining expedition that had concealed a hoard of
silver within a green mountain cave now as the surviving member
of the party he had come to reclaim his wealth unfortunately
neither degrau nor several generations of hunters who ravishedlavishedravished
vermont s hell s half acre found anything besides a strange
looking vessel that some believed was left by the spanish troop 36

the theme of treasure burying spanish miners or explorers
became a folklore staple in vermont at least twenty towns claimed a
returning old spaniard who failed to find his hidden silver specie 37

at pennsylvania s big bend of the susquehanna river diggers also
looked for treasure left by a company of spaniards supposedly coined
silver sealed within an inevitable cave 38 with some varying detail
the same chronicle later appeared in tennessee missouri and even
oregon 39

the pirate myth was probably stronger while having roots in
england the idea of hidden pirate treasure flowered in america 40

the booty of captain low harry main thomas veale or simplysimplcimpl
rumored buccaneersbuccaneers plying lake ontario each appeared in the lore
but two names dominated

the first was the notorious blackbeardblackboardblackbeard the criminally insane
edward teach whose forty gun queen annes revenge preyed on
carolina and virginia shipping after the war ofspanish succession in
1713 42 the blackbeardblackboard legend centered arouabouaroundnd colonial philadephiaphiladelphiaPhiladephia
and the south atlantic coast believed to have frequented the city s

waterfront taverns and to have had friends lodged among us
every where blackbeardblackboard was thought to have buried money and
plate both in philadelphia and in nearby secluded riverside locations
when a few treasure pots were apparently found in the city s house-
hold cellars and the discovery of others was rumored the idea of
buried pirate wealth became much the expectation and talk of the
times 43 benjamin franklin reported that not only were such ideas
11 mighty prevalent but money digging itself was widespread you
can hardly walk half a mile out of town on any side he wrote
11 without observing several pits dug with that design and perhaps

9
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some lately opened men otherwise of very good sense have been
drawn into this practice there seems to be some peculiar charm
in the conceit of offindingfindingoffending money 44

the second name was that of william kidd commissioned as a
privateer in 1696 to rid the indian ocean ofcorsairscorsairs captain kidd
was soon rumored to be a pirate himself and was hung for murder five
years later at london s execution dock before his capture in boston
he had sailed the atlantic coast and buried on gardiner s island
new york a hoard worth fourteen thousand pounds which authori-
ties later reclaimed these facts were expanded to fill america s most
extravagant treasure legend men searched from key west to halifax
for the rest of captain kidd s unfound treasury in the northern
states alone excavations were made in new york at coney island
gardiner s island and new york city in massachusetts at nan-
tucket cape cod and in the marshes behind boston in connecticut
at stratford point wethersfieldWethers field and clarke s island in the connecti-
cut river and at such diverse places as south kingstown rhode
island weare new hampshire and penobscot bay maine 455

the digging was at times both unlikely and vigorous despite
living seventy miles up the hudson river at green county new
york young thurlow weed remembered embarking on a kidd
treasure expedition which his elders had promised would yield
ic golden results 466 indeed according to harold thompson there
was not a county on hudson s river not an islet in the sound but
has its whispers and hopes of buried treasure all planted by kidd on
those few nights when he hovered between block island and gar-
diner s

477 even landlocked vermont had at least three towns that
claimed kidd treasure 48 and when diggers believed themselves
close to a discovery the result was prodigious according to one
assessment penobscot bay had enough dirt from treasure digging to
bank and fill a twenty mile railroad grade while some new england
beaches were left like scarred and disfigured mining districts 499

while much of this money digging may have been nonmagical
other hunters relied heavily on the old lore for instance a skilled
wise man or diviner was often employed As in europe these white
magic practitioners conjured spirits cast horoscopes blessed
amulets foretold the future discovered missing persons and lost
property and blessed the ill with cabalistic charms and sometimes by
the laying on of hands some were thought endowed with the
spirit of truth prophecy or the power of speaking in tongues 50

10
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these american adepts were a diffuse lot including girls boys
women and men young sally chase found lost articles and treasure
in the palmyra new york neighborhood 51 seven year old eli
yarnall began his seericfeeric career when in his own house he suddenly
laughed at the idea of his father running down a distant mountain
chasing a dropped whiskey jug on returning home his father
confirmed the boy s second sight 52 john greenleaf whittierwhitrierwhittlerWhitrier
whose new england heritage and rural nativity were probably repre-
sentativesentative of conditions elsewhere told of a black wise woman who
received hundreds of anxious inquirers of the grave and
11 thoughtful healer whose new england clients petitioned him both
by mail and in person and of the quaker conjuror bantum who on
receiving a request placed his huge iron rimmed spectacles on his
face opened his strange black lettered conjuring book and after a
few moments of meditation gave the required answers 53

of the scores of adepts that appear in reminiscent accounts and
local histories some left an enduring mark on history some sus-
pected that dr robert child a wealthy puritan skilled in mineral-
ogy and metallurgy and given to the searching for mines was a
wizard child led the first movement to secure liberty of conscience
in massachusetts 54 the german pietist johannes kelpiuskerpius founded
on the outskirts of philadelphia his chapter of perfection a
religious brotherhood that mixed alchemy astrology the hermetic
arts and money digging with millennial rosicrucianism after his
death kelpiuskerpius s influence continued in the communitarian ephrataephrath
settlement and in a series of magic practitioners who mirrored his
own interests 55 the youthful joseph smith the founding prophet of
mormonism honed his spiritual gifts by finding lost articles fore-
telling the future blessing crops and digging for treasure 565 then
there was the far famed moll pitcher 1738 1813 whose name
became an american watchword for more than fifty years she
followed the seericfeeric precedent given her by her grandfather and
advised the thousands who entered her lynn massachusetts cottage
many a vessel has been deserted by its crew and waited idly at the

wharves for weeks in consequence ofotherher unlucky predictions
noted a contemporary to her came the rich and the poor the
wise and the ignorant the accomplished and the vulgar 57

the adepts often played a major role in money digging the two
men who in 1827 sought neatly boxed spanish dollars below the old
pier at new london connecticut were directed by an elderly wise
woman seeking pirate treasure in maine three men imported from

11
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connecticut a far famed and wonderfully skillful rodsman to assist
them in turn the treasure hungry farmers of rose new york
sought the help of a medium while the 1825 expedition to the
susquehanna hills began with a peeper named odle whose power
of seeing under ground piqued william hale s interest moreover
the longtime diggers around bristol vermont made use of expert
advice they consulted a series of prophets including two women
an old frenchman east of the mountains and finally a conjuror who
promised that by removing a few rocks and shunning the solid
ledge the long sought cave might be entered indeed one bristol
seer even assayed the value of the bristol treasure at 31000003100000 and a
few cents 58

the first role of the adept was to aid in finding the treasure
often this involved confirming a rumor or dream the two primary
sources of treasure stories the latter was especially frequent of the
fifty treasure sites that silas hamilton a devoted treasure seeker from
whitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham vermont logged in his journal over twenty owed
their origin to a dream experienced by one of hamilton s contempo-
raries at least one dream was given three times 59drawn59 drawn from the
prevailing biblical and secondary magical culture both dreams and
the ratifying number three became an important stimulus to dig
ging 60 thus when deacon bascom an early new hampshire settler
dreamed three times of a silver treasure deposited under a stone he
found the stone but eventually refused to recover the treasure for fear
that it might corrupt his children 61 those who believed old mrs
talmage s thrice occurring dream were less wise according to up-
state new york lore the three men who set out to recover the treasure
were never seen again 622 the number three also played a role in proper
ritual when another dream revealed the position of the lost oneida
treasure the hunter arrived on the site but failing to turn around the
prescribed three times before picking the treasure up he lost his

633opportunity
continuing the longstandinglong standing european tradition if rumors and

dreams failed to mark the specific location of the treasure an adept s

divining rod was often used like their old world counterparts
these were usually freshly grown Y shaped twigs about eighteen
inches to two feet long they were taken from apple beech cherry
or more commonly hazel trees although such objects as whalebone or
brass and iron wire were also employed 64 conflicting lore suggested
that the rod s ceremonial cutting should be on the first night of

12
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christmas twelfth night at tuesday s new moon or during the
st john s day celebration of the summer solstice 655

one who does not believe in the rod cannot believe in
god claimed an ardent rodsman for I1 call on him to make her
successful when I1 cuts her and so she must be true 66 in truth the
cutting ritual was filled with religious imagery one prescribed
formula required the supplicant to use the three highest cabalistic
names of deity incanted three times 677 another clothed its words
with traditional christian phrasing

I1 conjure thee one summer long oidoldlolalold hazel rod by the power of
god by the obedience ofjesus christ of nazareth god and mary s

own son who died on the cross and by the power of god by the truth
ofgod arose from the dead god the father son and holy ghost who
art the very truth thyself that thou showestslowest me where silver and gold
is hidden 68

interpreting biblical passages to their advantage some adepts saw
themselves as having canonical sanction and called their instrument
jacob s rod after the patriarch s use ofmystical rods while breeding

laban s cattle 69

since a rod s wide ranging power might include healing an-
swering religious questions determining a suspect s criminality or
discovering lost articles salt licks underground water channels and
subterranean minerals some rods were impregnated with nails of
11gold silver iron copper lead tin and an amalgram to heighten
their sensitivity to buried treasure then whether the tool was so
adorned or not the practitioner grasped it in his hand palms facing
up and walked across the suspected treasure terrain waiting for the
rod to twist itself downward 70 occasionally there was some variation
of procedure one adept poised a straight rod on his forefinger
expecting the lure of gold or silver to destroy its equilibrium the
joseph smith letter to josiah stowell counseled the treasure seeker to
cleave the hazel stick lengthwise when laid parallel one inch apart
over a prospective site the two parts would draw and join together
again of themselves if actual treasure were present 71

peter oliver the future massachusetts chief justice found that
the divining rod exceeded what I1 had heard it could locate a
single dollar under ground at 60 or 70 feet distance & to a
quantity of silver at a miles distance 727 with the device s water
witching ability increasingly appreciated oliver s opinion was
widely shared from north to south from east to west claimed an
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early nineteenth century observer the divining rod has its advo-
cates men in various callings men above the reach of mean arts men
of the soundest judgment of large information and of the most
exemplary lives do not disown the art 737

A second treasure finding device used by some adepts was the
peep or seer stone whose acclaimed gifts excelled even those of

the divining rod such stones seemed to be everywhere and were of
every possible description A rochester new york practitioner
found his stone lying in a road the dazzling splendor of this three
or four inch piece of quartz caused him to fall down insensible 74

joseph smith s various stones reportedly included a smooth grey
egg shaped rock found in a neighbor s well a second which he
reportedly dug up near lake erie after espying it in his neighbor s

stone and still others collected from the mississippi river sands near
nauvoo illinois 75 edwin rushton exhumed his beautiful seer
stone clear as crystal after dreaming of it three times 767 others used
unearthed indian charms which were identified by a hole punctured
at one end of the stone 77 indeed there were green yellow white and
speckled stones opaque and polished stones and round and

oblong stones their only common quality was their unusual or
peculiar nature 7813orrowing7 borrowing on a long standing german tradi-

tion some american adepts even used mirrors 797

practitioners were literally seers that is lookers into the
stone an eyewitness described the process tim placed the dia-
mond for so we must term the seer stone in his cap put the cap
over his face in such a manner as to exclude every particle of light and
after a long and steady view moved the cap slowly away from his
face his gaze still fixed on the stone 80 with most village seers
requiring that the light be secluded this stone iinn the hat procedure
was standard by this method an adept could see within the stone
crystal a helpful spirit or the precise locality of the underground

81treasure
having determined the treasure site the seeker still had much to

do the astrologers with whom the country swarms at this time
noted benjamin franklin are often consulted about the critical
times for digging the methods of laying the spirit and the like
whimseys which renders them very necessary to and very much
caress d by the poor deluded money hunters 82

to assist their clients adepts taught the proper times and
seasons most believed that treasure digging prospered during the
summer months from midnight until sunrise the correct position of
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the zodiacal seven planets for instance a full moon was thought
best and the influence of the directional points of the compass
many adepts faced east while performing their ceremonials sol

sticesslices equinoxesequinoxequinoneses and special days such as shrove tuesday good
friday and st john s eve also played a role 83 none of this was
unique to money digging until the middle of the nineteenth
century and beyond americans typically consulted their ever
present almanac to plant crops shear sheep butcher livestock burn
weeds and bushes and even to wean their children all such daily
tasks must be done by seasonal and astrological routines that had
descended from time immemorial 84 it is interesting to note that
despite his slighting remarks about money digging benjamin
franklin published one of the most popular almanacs in colonial
america

while finding the right moment to dig was important the need
to circumvent the treasure s guardian was crucial like its old world
antecedents the american treasure keeper might be demonic or
divine 85 or it could be a cat dog snake or some other protecting
animal but generally the american treasure guardian was a mur-
dered youth or man whose body had been left with the buried
valuables to ensure their protection guardian indians were a fre-
quent motif while a murdered pirate often a black man because they
were believed to be the most honest protected captain kidd s

many trovescroves whatever their form they were bound to be clever
and if surviving folklore can be credited they were fearsome as well
they might appear on a black horse carrying their own head in their
lap or they might blow blue flames skyward as a warning to
encroaching diggers 868

the guardian had two main defenses first he might excite the
diggers to break the necessary silence A treasure hunter on maine s

jewell s island for instance saw a sow and her litter issue from the
excavation somehow he maintained his quiet until the animal bit his
leg and forced him to exclaim damn then according to the
story the pigs vanished the hole filled up and the treasure troversdrovers
found themselves sitting on the ledge with the incoming tide
lapping their feet 877 other tales were colorful variations on the same
theme As a digger was about to lift the treasure rock that sat atop the
deposit his crowbar slipped on a companion s foot his consequent
profanity brought a blazing twenty foot flame that prevented fur-
ther digging 88 while such lore persisted into the twentieth century
and lost nothing in the telling few contemporary accounts were
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without the diggers failure to maintain silence which invariably
resulted in the loss of the sought for prize

second the guardian could move the treasure about in one
repetitious account after another the diggers claimed to have found
their coin laden chest only to see or hear it rumble away A dream and
a divining rod located a treasure site for a respectable gentleman
living in tunbridge vermont after his men excavated a fifteen foot
square hole seven or eight feet deep six pumps were required to keep
the water out the treasure box proved to be a disappointment
there is not ten dollars apiece protested one of the company but

with silence broken the chest moved through the mud and was never
seen again 89 in another incident remembered years later martin
harris and porter rockwell early mormon converts broke off a piece
of a chest s lid before the box slid noisily away this fragment from
the chest was cherished as a relic for years 90 on other expeditions
some diggers even claimed to see the ground rise and fall as the
treasure moved away from them 91

probably no firsthand treasure account rivaled john nutt s

colorfully told story of a rochester new york dig guided by
hiram morre a learned treasure hunter of unknown origins a group
climbed cobb s hill nutt tried the ground with his magic
spear a pointed iron rod about seven feet long apparently striking
the top of a box he pierced the obstruction and as he moved the rod
about he heard the distinct rattle of coins the treasure hunters then
moved quickly

having speared the treasure it was his duty to hold the spear firm
while his comrades dug the box out not a word was spoken but picks
and shovels flew fast and a great hole was dug the spear and box sank
deeper but finally the box remained firm then the men reached
and uncovered it the box danced about and as the men seized
it one remarked we ve got it at last instantly the box was
wrenched from their hands and the party heard it move rattling away
into the hill some thirty feet or more the night was clear and starlit
but a great wind suddenly lifted all the men out of the pit and blew
them helter skelter in a heap in the corner of a fence some distance to
the southeastsouth east the hole dug that night can still be seen 92

the manual egyptian secrets had a remedy for these enchant
ments with the treasure rising nearly to ground level at the sun s

apogee clever diggers might construct a trench outside and below
the chest and approach it from underneath such a plan however ran
the risk of injuring the digger if the peripatetic chest moved down
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ward and fell upon him 93 other hunters used magic circles to break
the treasure s charm from antiquity men had used circles in their
devotions 94 and magicians particularly came to regard circles as
11 certain fortresses against demons 95 money diggers agreed they
encircled their pits to keep the devil out and to protect themselves
from the treasure guardian s machinations 96

the ritual of the treasure circle was complex usually an adept
made two circles in some cases three the larger one sometimes as
wide as fifty yards in diameter shielded workers from evil influence
while the smaller was apparently intended to prevent the treasure
from moving according to a vermont formula nine steel spikes
besmeared with fresh hen s blood and hog dung were placed at
locations on both circles with four reserved for the cardinal points of
the compass and another placed at the center directly above the prize
another adept who practiced in new england and later the ohio
river valley also used nine nails As he walked around the circle
reading raphael s exorcism of the devil from the apocrypha com-
panions dropped the nails at equal distances from the center 97

swords sacrifices and the bible also were used the common
european pattern placed the adept at the center of the treasure circle
sword or wand in hand where he observed planetary positions and
propitiated the treasure demons with old testament sacrifices 98

some of this practice apparently continued in america the expedi-
tion that young thurlow weed participated in sacrificed a black
cat 99 diggers in vermont and pennsylvania reportedly killed dogs at
treasure sites while in jefferson and ontario counties new york
they scandalized some of their neighbors by immolatingimmo lating sheep 100 As
the sole exception to the rule of silence the officiator invoked the
treasure demons by name and sometimes read from the scriptures and
the hymnal or intoned a prayer from the often used sixth and seventh
books ofofmosesbosesmosesbosas 101

IV

As with most folkwaysfolkways the full depth and extent of this activity
can only be surmised yet money digging with its fascination with
ancient races mysterious spaniards and pirates seers magical rods
and stones and of course enchanted treasure was clearly more than a
passing or isolated phenomenon in some areas the practice especially
prospered philadelphia for instance earned the reputation as a
money digging center early in the eighteenth century 10 there
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great numbers of honest artificersArtificers and labouringlabouring peo-

ple voluntarily endure abundance of fatigue in a fruitless search
after imaginary hidden treasure complained franklin in 1729
they wander thro the woods and bushes by day to discover the

marks and signs andland at midnight they repair to the hopeful spot
with spades and pickaxesPickaxes 103

such activity inspired thomas forrest s satirical drama the
disappointment or the force of credulity 176717 67 written in part to

1

put a stop if possible to the foolish and pernicious practice of
searching after supposed hidden treasure the play might have
become the first american written drama staged by an american
professional company instead it never opened richard swan a
prominent philadelphia hatter whose money digging the play sati
rizedprized reportedly warned that if the drama were performed it might
begin a comedy but he would make it end in a tragedy while
the disappointment burlesqued many money digging ideas and prac-
tices a modern critic believed that swan and his friends were perhaps
too sensitive in their opposition the play s money digging dupes
are not fools he observed they are merely typical 104

the dutch community on the lower hudson shared the money
digging excitement washington irving remembered a boyhood
filled with pirates ghosts smugglers and buried money he
placed these tales and traditions in the money diggers 18218255 the best
fictional compendium of treasure lore of the time on three succes-
sive nights wolfert webber a worthy burgher and scion of one of
new amsterdam s first settlers dreamt of buried treasure since a
dream three times repeated was never known to lie webber
assumed that his fortune was made however to ensure his success
he obtained the help of dr knipperhausenKnipperhausen a high german doctor
with a reputation for astrology alchemy and divination arriving at
the treasure site the two men with their several companions divined
the chest s precise location drew a protecting circle and read latin
and german conjurationsconjugations but with spades striking against the
treasure chest webber predictably uttered a silence breaking excla-
mation which quickly produced the pirate guardian s grim visage
and a train of threatening demons irving s summary statement was
noncommitalnoncommittalnoncom mital whether any treasure was ever actually buried at that
place or whether it still remains there under the guardianship of
gnomes and spirits until it shall be properly sought for is all matter
of conjecture 105
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new england also was a center for digging the treasure cata-
logue of silas hamilton a longtime massachusetts citizen before his
move to vermont listed the rumors of his old neighborhood of the
forty one locations that can now be identified massachusetts had
twenty eight sites connecticut eight and new york three proba-
bly reflecting the prevailing pirate craze about half lay close to the
sea or a navigable river the boston salem area alone having nine
but central massachusetts was also reputed to be rich in treasure
there inin a vertical belt running parallel to the connecticut river
hamilton noted over fifteen locations though interior regions some-
times contained mines rather than the more easily accessible chests
tankardstankards and hogsheadshogsheads of coin that characterized the coastal

106areas
vermont s embrace of the cunning arts probably exceeded any

other region while massachusetts and connecticut permit no
witch to live wrote poet john G C brainard

with more of hardihood and less of grace
vermont receives the sisters gray and lean
allows each witch her airy broomstick race

0 er mighty rocks and mountains dark with green
where tempests wake their voice and torrents roar between 10707

many green mountain men agreed judge daniel pierce thompson
whose melodramatic may martin or the money diggers 18551818353 5 passed
through at least fifty editions observed that money digging seers
with the faculty of discovering things hidden or unknown to
them prevailed to some extent in many parts of this country
nor has this alleged faculty in 185211852 by any means wholly
ceased 108 the editor of the montpelier watchman was more enthusi-
astic we do not hesitate to declare our belief that digging for
money is the most certain way of obtaining it 109log1

the vermont money digging region lay along the spine of the
green mountains within this area twenty seven towns or a tenth of
vermont s communities dug for treasure with rural areas also join-
ing the pursuit 110noiioilo here money digging was very common and was
considered an honorable and profitable employment indeed the
watchman claimed it could name at least five hundred respectable
men who do in the simplicity and sincerity of their hearts verily
believe that immense treasures lie concealed in the green mountains
many of whom have been industriously and perseveringly engaged in
digging it up 111
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As vermont s early nineteenth century emigration swept into
upstate new york the money digging frenzy came with it such
superstition was frequent in the new settlements one of james
fenimore cooper s characters in the pioneers 1823 acknowl-
edged 112 there were in fact reports of treasure hunting in northern
new york in herkimer jefferson monroe onondaga ontario and
wayne counties and in the southern part of the state in broome
chenangoChenango otsego schoharie and tioga counties 113 some digging
was intensive guy markham recalled that nearly every hill and
gully in rush township was searched for gold 114 the palmyra
reflector labeled the new york money hunting mania men and
womenwomen without distinction of age or sex became marvellously wise
in the occult sciences many dreamed and others saw visions disclos-
ing to them deep in the bowels of the earth rich and shining

115treasures

V

generalizing about america s diggers for wealth is difficult
evidence is limited and impressionistic generally hostile and heav-
ily drawn from the limited perspectives of folklore literature and
local histories written long after the fact yet whether on the
atlantic seaboard or in the lake country of new york the diggers
shared several tendencies clearly they came from a representative
social spectrum franklin described those in philadelphia as honest
craftsmen and laborers while forrest s satire was aimed at several
money digging tradesmen A similar pattern prevailed in vermont
silas hamilton was a leading land and office holder ofofwhitinghamwhitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham
vermont 116n the nathaniel wood family celebrated diggers in
middletown vermont had some of the best minds the town ever
had and enjoyed the reputation of upbuildingbuildingup any community in
which they resided 117 the upstate new york diggers were undoubt-
edly agrarian probably no different inin social profile from their
neighborhood at large

the treasure hunters had a penchant for organization probably
most digging was an informal neighborhood affair but occasionally
expeditions and companies were organized for specific purposes
the smith company sought treasure in wayne and ontario counties
while the rival rochester company tried to wrest from joseph smith
his golden plates 118 there were even more ambitious enterprises A
seer s vision of buried west indian gold stimulated yankee enterprisenterprise
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ers to form a company while in 1825 northern pennsylvania diggers
formally agreed to share their profits with the widow of oliver
harper a wealthy man who had reportedly invested two thousand
dollars in the initial stages of the venture 119 however the bristol
vermont dig was probably one the largest capitalized projects
promising local investors a hundred dollars for every dollar invested
a canadian entrepreneur and treasure hunter simeon corsercorset raised
and spent ten thousand dollars at the hell s halfacrehalf acre diggings 120

none of this apparently was exceptional according to charles
skinner some money digging promoters secured salaries as officers
of digging companies and thereby gained the only tangible results
that ever came from such enterprises 121

the diggers motives were mixed A major concern of course
was the securing of wealth rumors constantly circulated about a
hunter s smiling fortune which excited still others to further dig-
ging joseph smithssmiths family reportedly found such miscellaneous
objects as a cannon ball a cache ofgold watches and according to the
viewpoint of some of their neighbors the golden plates which
produced the book of mormon 122 the town of rochester talked
about tim alienallenailen s discovery of several golden wedges 123 vermont s

rumors were more bold one determined vermont digger supposedly
found enough wealth to build a house for himself and construct a
roadside inn while another was claimed to have unearthed fifty
thousand dollars 12412

these reports however were the exception to the general rule
the prize was almost always lost due to the lack of proper technique
misfortune or insufficient personal sanctification the popular
view of the treasure hunter observed a historian of the vermont
diggings is that he is not a praiseworthy industrious type but rather
is the kind of person who expects something for nothing this is a
half truth for while the treasure hunter the supreme optimist may
hope for large and immediate rewards as indeed do most of the rest of
us in actuality the ratio of hard work to compensation among these
individuals must be one of the most lopsided in labor history 125

As in europe american money digging obviously involved
more than the quest for wealth its old testament images and
ceremonial rituals were appealing while at a deeper level of human
consciousness its caves circles dreams 11 gold and sacri-
fices were the kind of universal symbols that carl G jung described
as profoundly religious archetypes 12612 occasionally this other-
worldly content of treasure hunting became explicit in 1800
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nathaniel wood a lapsed congregational minister from norwich
connecticut formed a congregation at middletown vermont
which used the divining rod for religious purposes wood s rodsmenrodsman
dug for treasure to finance the new jerusalem they also used their
hazel rods in church meetings as revelatory devices to prove the need
for angelic messengers the pauline spiritual gifts modern day tem-
ple building the gathering of israel from the prevailing gentile
culture the restoration of primitive christianity and a millennial-
ism that was scheduled to climax on 14 january 1801 when the
excitement of that day came and passed wood and many of his
followers moved to jefferson county new york 127117

upstate new york saw a similar mingling of treasure hunting
with traditional religion using an eighteen year old minister s son
for their adept the money diggers at rose wayne county new
york held mystic meetings prior to their digs employed a week
long prayer vigil and pledged a part of their treasure for charitable
purposes however their repeated failures to find buried money
caused dissension and produced a church court during which the
minister and his son summoned the spirits of several biblical
prophets the affair disintegrated when the spirit of samuel the
prophet finally confessed to being a devilish impostor 128

mormonism was also born within an upstate new york matrix
that combined new england folk culture with traditional religion
joseph smith s family and many of his early new york converts were
both treasure diggers and fervent religionists but there is evidence
that the smiths were not always comfortable mixing the two at
young joseph s 1818262 6 money digging trial his father was reported to
have claimed that both he and his son were mortified that this
wonderful seericlseericseerifeericseericcl power which god had so miraculuslymiraculously
given to joseph smith jr should be used only in search of
filthy lucre instead of looking for mere earthly treasures joseph
smith sr trusted that the son of righteousness would some day
illumine the heart of the boy and enable him to see his will
concerning him 129

probably the quality which most distinguished the american
treasure digger was his acceptance of the old cultural system that
rapidly was passing into obsolescence almost from the founding of
america s first settlements many community leaders rejected money
digging seventeenth century puritan clerics such as cotton mather
andjohnandyjohnand john hale called the wise men devils priests and prophets and
their practices witchcraft 150130 following european practice the
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clergy s longstandinglong standing opposition was given the force of law A new
york statute for example enjoined all jugglers and all persons
pretending to have skill in physiognomy palmistry or like crafty
science or pretending to tell fortunes or to discover where lost goods
may be found 131 while observed lightly or more often in the breach
joseph smith was tried at least once for his money digging but was
apparently neither fined nor imprisoned 132 such laws and the cleri-
cal animosity that lay behind them created in the minds of many
educated men and women a dark and unsavory image of money
digging that often became caricature

american literature reinforced this tendency while admitting a
local adept s singularly correct hits and confessing a qualified belief
in paranormal phenomena daniel thompson nevertheless drew his
may martin money digging characters in tones of fraud and criminal-
ity 133153 nathaniel hawthorne s peter goldthwaite s treasure told
the story of a deranged digger whose obsessive search for hidden
treasures caused him to dismantle his own home and the seers in
solomon spaulding s the manuscript found a romance written in the
early nineteenth century but not published until 1886 were unquali-
fiedly evil 13413 whether in the poetry of john G C brainard the
humorous sketches of washington irving or the satires of franklin
and forrest the result was uniformly the same though money
digging like any human endeavor offered much to scorn and even to
pity the belles lettres of the period conveyed the prevailing values of
the intellectual elite by treating the money digger in overblown and
often unjustified images

with educated americans increasingly arrayed against them
money diggers displayed remarkable tenacity while seventeenth
century records are sparse and at best suggestive ample evidence
exists that many nineteenth century americans dug for treasure the
practice was particularly strong in such areas as vermont and upstate
new york where severe social dislocation rapid cultural change
and religious experimentation seemed to give the old culture an
extended life 135155 indeed in ways that are yet to be explored money
digging may have influenced two of the nineteenth century s major
social and religious movements mormonism and spiritualism its
touch on american society was not light

folklorist harry hyatt observed that treasure hunting is some-
thing more than monetary value it is a part of eternal hope a
mystical quest the satisfaction of an unfulfilled dream 13136 magical
treasure hunting was something more it was part of the culture and
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religion of the folk for people who were untutored in the emerging
new science it helped to give their everyday life meaning theirs was
the higher and hidden truth a blend of humankind s deep myths

and christian ideas the old way that eventually faltered before the
onslaught of modern science and the triumph of a new world view
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reginald scot discoveriesdiscoverieDiscoverie of witchcraft london 1584 reissued inin facsimile by da capo press new
york 1971 404 5 411 12 415 417 425 beard romance odtheoftheofthetreasuretrovetreasure trouetrove 22 23 48 56

14 hoffmann krayer schatz 7 101011lollloli11

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic london weidenfeld and nicolson 19711971

232352555 37 442 43 john brand observations on popular antiquities chiefly illustrating the origin of our
vulgar customs ceremonies and superstitions london chattochatto&wmdus& windus 1913 761

6thomas religion and the decline ofmagicof magic 234 3355
17for example georgius agricolaAgncolacoia de re metallicsmetallicaMet allica trans herbert clarkdarkoark hoover and lou henry

hoovernewyorkhoover new york dover publications 1950 388 411 weighed evidence andargumentsand arguments for the use of
mining rods but remained skeptical

8eliade8eliadeellade forgeandtheforge and rhethe crucible especially 56 both eliade and C G jung psychology andalchemyand alchemy

ad2d ed trans RRFCF C hull princeton NJN J princetonpnncetonunivuniv press 1968 argue a similar thesis for
alchemy in their viewview the alchemists gold seeking was often subordinated to inward religious
purification inin a riterite that was essentially nonrational

9thomasbthomas9thomas religion andandthedeclinethe decline ofmagicof Magic 268 69 incidents of cunning men ibid 177 245
248 repertoire of activity ibid 177 78 jon butler inin magic astrology and the early american
religious heritage 317 46 similarly defines religion at the root of the wisewise man s efforts

20 thomas religion and the decline of magic 271 72 scot discoveriesdiscoverieDiscoverie of witchcraft 454511 lynn
thorndike A historyhwwyhawy ofmagicofmagicandexperimentalscienceand experimental science during the firstfirstthirteenthirteen centuries olourofour era 22volskvolsvolsvois
new york columbia univ press 1964 13401 340540 42 344544344degivryde givrydivry witchcraft magic and alchemy

95 9797100100loo
2albertuswalbertusalbenus magnus egyptian secrets or white and black art for man and beast apnpN p 1880518803

iiiiu iviv the formulae for neutralizing the black arts were themselves grim for instanceinstance when illicitly
charmed by a temptress such a person must put a pair of shoes on and walk therein until his feet

perspire but must walk fast so that the feet do not smell badly then take offtheoff the right shoe drink some
beer or winewine out of this shoe and he will from that moment lose all affection for her ibid 55

athe2thethe sixth andseventhand seventh books ofmosesof mostsmosesmoles los angeles llewellyn publications 1938
23 thomas religion and the decline of magic 269 deedeess contemporary sir walter raleigh also

believed inin a compound of magic and religion magic he argued isis the art of worshippingworshipping god
ibid 268 69

24gen 44544 5 15 Uojosephuosephdosephseph ex 4204 20 141614 16 17517 5 moses ex 797 9 12 15 20 858 5 16 18 aaron
ex 283028 30 and lev 888 8 urimunmarim and thummimThum mim

25the classic statements of the old viewview are sir james george frazer the golden bough introintro
stanley edgar hyman new york limited editions club 1970 840 414 1 andandbromslawmalmowskibronislaw malinowski
magic science andreligionand religion ed robert redfield garden city NYN Y doubleday anchor books 1954
88 for current treatment see david E aune magic inin early christianity inin AuaustingaufstiegaustiegautAufstieg Niedergangundniedergangund
derdefderromischenweltRomischen weitweltweir new york walter de gruyter 1980 215072 1507 57 which isis a particularly helpful
discussion of the issuesissues and literature this viewview isis also expressed inin the more imaginative morton
smithsmithjesusjerusjesus the magician new york harper & row 1978 69 in this paper I1 use the terms magic and
religion as differing tendencies within the same general human response the quest for an ideal life
premised inin the belief of superhuman powers and beings

16charles M skinner myths ansandandlegendslegends olourofour own land 2 vols philadelphia J B lippincott
companycompany 1896 22782 278

7ibidbibidibid 22792 279 283 84 and franklin B hough A history oastofst lawrence and franklin counties
new york albany littlelittie & co 185185318553 108 9
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pomeroy tucker origin rise and progress ofofmormonismofmormomsmMormonism new york D appleton and company
1867 34 orasmus turner history odtheof the pioneer settlement of Phelps and Gocarbarnsrhams purchase and morrismomsboasnorris
reserve rochester NYN Y william allingailing 1851 216 edward stevenson reminiscences of ofjosephjoseph the

prophet andtheandthecomingforthofcoming forth odtheofthethe book ofmormonof mormon salt lake city bybytheauthorthetheAuthorauthor 1893 13 thevisitorthe visitor
or monthly instructor for 1841 london religious tract society 18411841 636301eaoleoie A jensen testimony
given to ole A jensen by martin harrishams july 1875 p 3 library archives historical department
the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited as LDS church
archives

9louisealouise9 louise wells murray A history of old tioga point and early athens pennsylvania athens pa

NPN p 1908 61 64 and carl carmer the susquehanna new york rinehart and company 1955
18

30carmer30carmer susquehanna 18 pamela gee the money diggings of pocock vermont history 28
october 1960 330250202 8 franklin S harvey the money diggers the true story of buried treasure inin

bristol vermont brattleboroBratt leboro ver stephen greene press 1970 18 george H harris myths of
onondafononda MS c 1887 rochester historical society rochester new york

haroidharold W thompson body boots and britches philadelphia J B lippincott co 1940
300 301

3harrisbharrishams myths ofonondaofOof nonda 12 13 18 19

nellnelineil burkhart lehman the life ofjohnofjohn murray spear spiritualism and reform inin antebellum
america phdph D diss department of history ohio state univ 1973 155 68 and ernest joseph
isaacs A history of ofnineteenthnineteenth century american spiritualism as a religious and social movement
phdph D diss department of history univ of wisconsin 1975 249 54 another source has the
spiritualistsspiritualisrs describing the kiantonianskianromansKianklantomansromans as a prehistoric web footed race arch merrill shadows on the

wall new york american book stratford press 195 am1mP 141 144
34 E D howehoweafomwmj2i7w&pamesvilleohiomormonism unavailedunvailed painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio E D howe 1834 187187233237233235255 237 38
35thethe spanish impact on american literary culture isis usually treated as beginning inin the first

decades of the nineteenth century but if money digging isis an accurate gauge itsits influence on the
everyday american must have begun much earlier see stanley T williams the spanish background of
american literature 2 vols new haven conn yale univ press 1955195 5 13 23 36 the
english american fascination isis also documented by the repeated issuing of thomas gages travels inin the
new world this expose of alleged spanish cruelty anddepravityand depravity received editions inin 1648 1655
1677 1699 1702 17171111 andind an american printing inin 1717585 8

36harvey money diggers gee money diggings of pocock 302 8 stephen greene money
diggers vermont life 24 autumn 1969 46 51 AslaasiaaslateasAs lateteasas 1934 there was digging at the bristol site

37 greene money diggers 49 W storrs lee the green mountains ofvermontofvermont new york henry
holt and company 19519555 165 66 harvey money diggers ixix

380liver380oliverliverilver cowdery letter VIII satterdaylatterdaylatterLattlafterlaffererDayday saints messenger and advocate 181182isais11835 201 and lucy
mack smith biographicalbiographicalsketchessketches of Joseph smith the prophet liverpool S W richards 18185318555 3 9 1inn

39skinner myths and legends olourofourof ouyouroar own land 22290290 93
40for instanceinstance treasure was sought inin the house formerly owned by sir francis drake see thomas

religion and the decline ofmagicof magic 331717 18
41 history oftheodtheof the divining rod with the adventures ofanafanofan old rodsman unitedstatesUnited States magazine

anddemocraticaudandgud democratic review 26march26 march 1850 221 low skinner myths andlegendsdmdand legends olourofourof ourouf own land 121321513

277 main and veale harrishams myths ofonondaofOof nonda 44 lake ontario pirates
42johnjohn F watson annals of philadelphia and pennsylvania inin the olden time 2 vols

philadelphia bybytheauthorthetheAuthorauthor 1844 22222 222 23
43 ibid 219 20 william M mervine pirates and privateers inin the delaware bay and river

pennsylvaniapenn7lvania magazine ofhistoryof history and biography 32 1908 463
benjamin franklin the busybodybusy body no 8 27 march 1729 reprinted inin thepapersthe papers of bentaminbenjaminofbenjaminbenhamin

franklin ed leonard W labaree new haven conn yale univ press 1959 11371 137157 according to
marginal notes of the manuscript a portion of the article was written by breitnalbrentnalBreit nal As a youth
franklin himselfwashimself was enough taken with the blackbeardblackboard myth to have composed and published a sailors

song4celebratingsong celebrating blackbeardblackboard s capture see watson annals of ofphiladelphiaphiladelphia and andpennsylvaniapennsylvania 222 21111 12

skinner myths and legends olourofourof ourouf own land 22672 267 and richard M DorsdorsonjonathanDorsonorloiiori jonathan draws the
long bow cambridge harvard univ press 1946 174 76

4 autobiography6autohiography ofthurlowof Thurlow weed ed harriet A weed boston houghton mifflin and company
1883718831885 7

47haroldaharoldHarolharoidharoldwdWW thompson body boots and britches 20
48greene money diggers 5500
49dorsonjonathanDorsonorson jonathan draws the long bow 176 and A history odtheoftheof the divining rod 223
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50aaronaanonaaron C willey observations on magical practices medical repository 2 1816 378 80 earl
W hayter the troubled farmer 1850 1900 rural adjustment to industrialism dekalb northern
illinois univ press 1968 6 7

arthuraarthurbArthurBB deming naked truths about mormonism january 1888 22williamhwilliam H kelley the
hill cumorah and the book of mormon saintsheraldSaintsHerald 28 1I1 june 1881 163 165 167

52watson annals ofof philadelphia and pennsylvania 12731 275273 74
53johnjohn greenleaf whittier the supernaturalism of new england ed edward wagenknecht nor7nortnoranor-

man univ of oklahoma press 1969 84 85 87 10101loi1
541141141bidibidbidgid 85
55juliusjuilus55julius friedrichFriednch sachse the german pietists of provincial pennsylvania philadelphia by the

author 1895 4 5 7 8 73 109 111 watson annals ofphiladelphia andpennsylvaniaandpennsylvania 1267 68
leventhal in the shadow ofodtheoftherhethe enlightenment 108 9 118 19 carsten E seecamp inin the chapter of
perfection A neglected influence on george lippard pennsylvania magazine of history and biography
94 april 1970 192 212 argues that kelpiuskerpius and his brotherhood affected the nineteenth century
popular novelist george lippard

56while many of the sources that describe youngjosephyoung joseph smiths money digging carry unmistakable
bias and give the details of widespread folk practices he himself may not have used they are too
numerous and diverse inin origin to be dismissed out ofhand as anti mormon untruthsuntruths for a sampling of
the many that could be cited see howe mormonism unavailedunvailed deming naked truths about mormonism

2 emily blackman history of susquehanna county pennsylvania philadelphia claxtonClax tonron remsen &
haffelfinger 1873 577 82 statement of joseph smith sr inin W D purple joseph smith the
originator of mormonism chenangoChenango new york union 2 may 1877 history of seneca co new york

philadelphia everts ensign & everts 1876 129 A document discovered utah christian
advocate 2 january 1886 1

57samuel G drake Aannals of witchcraft inin new england and elsewhere inin the united states boston
npapN p 1869 xiv alvixlvi

58ohnjohngG C brainardBramard the poems ofjohnofjornjohn G C brainard A new andauthenticand authentic collection hartford
conn S andrus and son 1849 189 new london dorson A history of the divining rod 222
maine W H mclntoshmcintosh history ofolwayneofwaynewayne county new york philadelphia everts ensign & everts
1877 155 rose amboy illinoisillinoisjournaljournal 30 april 1879 susquehanna gee money diggings of
pocock 305 bristol harvey money diggers 17 19 3311 jim smith money madness A story of
buried treasure inin vermont panorama burlingtonsBurlingtons magazine of current interests april 1949 4 5

clarkjillson59ciarkjillsonClark jillson green leavesfromleavestromleduesleaves tromfromtron whittinghamwhitinghamWhit ingham vermont A history odtheoftheof fhethe town worcester mass by
the author 1894 115 19

6oaccordingaccording to the article three man myth & magic an illustrated encyclopedia odtheoftheof fhethe supernatu-
ral ed richard cavendish 24 vols new york marshall cavendish corporation 1970 21283221 28322852
medieval christian numerologists remarked on variousvarious uses of 3 as a number of completeness inin the

new testament including the 3 gifts of the magi to the infant jesus the 3 temptations inin the
wilderness the 3 denials of christ by peter the 3 falls on the road to golgotha the 3 days between
christs crucifixion and resurrectionresurrection and the 3 appearances of the risenrisen christ to his disciples these
could all be taken as foreshadowingsforeshadowings or reflections of the trinity these scriptural examples hardly
suggest how deeply involved the ratifying number three isis inin many aspects ofwestern life including itsits
common use inin nursery rhymes the legislative requirement to read and pass prospective laws three
timestimes and ofcourse the idiom the third timetime isis the charm the three dream motif is also preserved
inin twentieth century pennsylvania dutch folklore see dutch folk beliefs pennsylvania dutchman 5

june 1953 12
sarahasarahjSarahJJ hale traits ofamericanof american life philadelphia E L carry and A hart 1835 104 5 110
62 louis C jones things that go bump inin the night new york hill and wang 1959 102 3
63george W walter the lost treasure of the oneidas new york folklore quarterly 3 autumn

1947 252 54
A benjamin silliman the divining rod americanjournalamerican journal ofscienceof science andartesandartsaudand arts I111I1 october 1826

202 209 waite occult sciences 15151lyliyl1 emelyn E gardner folklore from the schohariesrbSchoraneohane hills new york
annannarborarbor univ ofmichigan press 193748 49n dorson A history ofthe divining rod 218

65thesehese procedures were longstandinglong standing old world customs see frazer golden bough 116711 67 69
292911 that they endured inin america isis documented from surviving folklore and by custom ofcalling the
instruments st john s rods frederick starr some pennsylvania german loreloie journal ofamericanof american
folklorefolk lore 4 1891 323 letitia wrenshall incantations and popular healing inin maryland and
pennsylvania journal ofofamericanamerican folklorefolk lore 15 1902 27 1labbyabby maria hemenway vermont historical
gazetteer A magazine embracing a history of each town 5 vols claremont NHN H claremont
manufacturing company 187711877 5813381358153 813815

66starr66Starr some pennsylvania german lore 323
7wrenshall6wrenshall incantations and popular healing 272711
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68aibertusalbertus magnus egyptian secrets 76
69gengen 303730 37 43 while the dowsing techniques of the european and american rodsman seem-

ingly began inin the late middle ages many claimed that such passages as hosea 4124 12 Ps 1253125 3 num
17 20920 9 11 and ez 2212112 1 gave them sanctionsanction jacobs rod trans T W N p 1

70jacobs70jacobsrodJacobs rodros 7 history of the divining rod 221818 331951919 3321sachse3212 1 sachse german pietists ofprokncialof provincial

pennsylvania 112 13 the use of nails was reserved apparently for mineral treasure
7dorsonjonaihandorson jonathan draws the long bow 180 joseph smith to josiah stowell 18 june 1825

printed inin church news section deseret news 12 may 1985 the authenticity oftheodtheof the smith letter isis
currently inin question

72 leventhal in the shadow odtheoftheof fhethe enlightenment 114 15

73silliman73silliman divining rod 203
74harris myths ofonondaofOnonda 27
75forfor a sampling of the sometimessometimes incongruous sources dealing with joseph smith s stones see

statement ofbrighamBrighamof young thomas bullockminutesbullock minutes 30 september 1855 thomas bullock papers
LDS church archives statement of brigham young I111I1 september 1859 inin wilford woodruffewoodruffs
journal 1833 1898 9 vols ed scott G kenney midvale utah signature books 1983 85

558253825 382582 83 statement ofofwofaW R hine inin deming naked truths about mormonism january 18818855 2

purple joseph smith the originator of ofmormonismmormonism
767 edward rushtonbushton testimony of seer stone finding nauvoo untitled and undated type-

scriptscript LDS church archives
77 hosea stout on the mormon frontier the diary ofhoseaof hoteahoseahasea stout 1844 1861 ed juanita brooks 2

vols salt lake city univ of utah press 1964 162n1 62 n journal of priddy meeks utah historical
quarterly 10 january october 1942 180

78seesee for instance daniel P thompson may martin andOther tales odtheof teethe green mountains boston
sanborn carter bazin & co 1852 46 47n 49 george W cowles ed landmarks of wayne
county new york syracuse NYN Y D mason & company publishers 1895 411 12 mcintoshmclntosh
history olwayneofwayneof wayne county 151555 lucy mack smith biographical sketches of ofjosephjoseph smith 109

79annann hark erdspiegelErdspiegel mystery american german review 7 june 1941 9 11

oharrisharris myths of onondafononda 11

8statementsstatements of isaac butts and lorenzo saunders inin deming naked truths about mormonism 2

daniel P thompson may martin 46 47n dorson jonathan draws the long bow 180 for an early
twentieth century study of ofcrystalcrystal gazing that noted the need for darkness during the use oftheodtheof the stone or
crystal see frederic W H myers human personality and its survival ofbodilyof bodily death 2 vols 1903

reprint new york arno press 1975 12371 237257
82 papers of ofbenjaminbenjamin franklin 11371 137157 38
13many of these motifs are listed inin stith thompson motif index offolkof folifolkfork literature 117 also see

albertus magnus egyptian secrets 16 7676frazerfrazer goldengoldenboughbough 10 160 61 116711 67 69 287 290 9911
jillson green leavestromleavesfromleaves from wittinghamwhttinghamwhitinghamWhitingham vermont 121211 andrew barton thomas forrest the disappoint-
ment or the force of ofcredulitycredulity ed david mays gainesville univ presses of florida 1976 88

84 hayter troubledtroubledfarmerFarmerearmerF armer 7 8 267n edward eggleston the transit ofcivilizationfromof civilization tromfrom england
to america inin the seventeenth century new york D appletonApp letonleron and company 1901 5 6 medical
repository 3 1812 183 84 377 82 D G brinton reminiscences of pennsylvania folklorefolk lore
journal ofamericanof american folklorefolk lore 5 july september 1892 177 85 andrew beer inin beers calendar or the

uticaalmanackuricautica Almanachmanack for the yearyearofourlordolourofour lord 1824 utica NYN Y william williams 1825182311823 I apnpn p claimed
that the secret of destroying a weed consistsconsists inin cutting off the plant near the ground at the change of
the moon or at the new moon as near the change as possible inin june or july

85papers85 papers of Benjamin franklin 1 137 waynewaynesentinelsentinel 27 december 1825 leventhal inintheshadowInthetaetherae shadow
odtheoftheof the enlightenment 116 barnes frisbie the history ofmiddletownof Middletown vermont middletownMiddlemiddie townrown springs P
middletown springs historical society 1975 photocopy of 1867 edition 48

868 gerard T hurley buried treasure tales inin america western folklore 10 july 1951
200 202 jones things that go bump inin rhethethenightnight 99 102 3 wheaton P webb witches inin the
cooper country new york folklore quarterly I11 february 1945 19 skinner myths andlegendsand legends ofourolourof ourouf
ownownland2land 2268268 7711 A document discovered utah christian advocate 2 january 1886 1 dorson
jonathan draws the long bow 174 harvey money diggers 19 hough history of ofjeffersonjefferson county
157 58

8dorsondorson jonathan draws the long bow 174 757 5

webb witches inin the cooper country 19 for other examples oftheodtheof the need to maintain silence
see hurley buried treasure tales inin america 203

890ntarioontario repository and messenger 9 february 1825 and wayne sentinel 16 february 1825 the
accounts were originally printed inin the windsor veiyeiveryermontVermontvermontjournalmont journal 17 january 1825
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jensen testimony apparently the same incident is confirmed by brigham young journal of
discourses 26 vols london latter day saintsbooksaints book depot 1854 86 1937 39 who clearly believed
the recital

9dorsondorson jonathan draws the long bow 184
92harris myths ofofOogo060nonda 20 2211 for a sampling ofotherofother accounts of treasure moving and at

times rumbling through the earth see wayne sentinel 27 december 1825 dorsonjonathandorson jonathan draws the
long bow 182 dorson A history of the divining rod 320 2211 skinner myths and legends ofourolourof ourouf
own land 2270 7711 jones things that go bump in the night 103 144 frederic G mather the
earleariearly days of Mormonism lippincottsLippincotts magazine of ofpopularpopular literature andscienceaudanddud science 26 1880 200

albertus3albertuswalbertus magnus egyptian secrets 18 19
94hugh nibley the early christian prayer circle brigham young university studies 19 fall

1978 41 78 joseph gaer in the legend odtheoftheof rhethe wanderingjewwandering jemjew new york mentor books 1961 88
reports the story of honi allegedly a great essene teacher his goodness and piety were such that
whatever he prayed for was fulfilled and this is how he prayed he would draw a circle on the ground
then step into its center within the circle he prayed and prayed vowing not to leave its boundaries
until his prayers were granted he never prayed for himself nor did he ever pray for anythingbutsideanything outside the
bounds of god s mercy he prayed for rain hehc prayed for health he prayed for peace but he never
prayed that a curse befall anyone not even on the cruellestcruel lest enemy because his prayers were always
granted he gained the reputation ofaofa miracle worker and he was nicknamed the circle maker

95 francis barrett the magus london lackington alienallenailen and company 18011801 book 2105 see
also collin de plancy Dictiondictionaryazyaty of Demonology trans wade baskin new york philosophical library
1965 112 and de givrydivry witchcraft magic andalchemyand alchemy 104

96mc9 mclntoshmcintoshintosh history of ofwaynewayneolwayne county 155 also see eric maple treasure magic man myth and
magic 212870 7711

97dorson A history oftheodtheof the divining rod 225jillson225 Jillson green leadesleavesleavesfromleavestromeromfrom whittinghamwhitinghamWhit ingham vermont
119

98maple treasure magic 212870 7711
weed autobiography 7

100jimjim smith money madness 4 5 vermont blackman history of susquehanna county
pennsylvania 580 pennsylvania hough A history of pfjeffersonjefferson county 157 58 jefferson county
statement of williamofwilliam stafford in howe mormonism unavailedunvailed 238 39 ontario county

lohurleylo hurley buried treasure tales in america 203
102 leventhal in the shadow odtheoftheof fhethe englightenment 118
mpapers103 papers of Benjaman franklin 11136156136 37
104 barton the disappointment or the force of credulity 1 5 41 120 swan s statement was

reported by john macpherson a contemporary letter writer
105geoffrey105 geoffrey crayon washington irving the money diggers in tales ofaof a traveller 2 vols

london john murray 1825 especially 2198 236 251 253 54 294 305 10 314 17 323215211
106log106jillsonjillson green leavestromleavesfromleaves hromfrombrom whittinghamwhitinghamWhitingham vermont 115 19

othethe money diggers in poems ofjohnof john G C brainard 189
108daniel108 daniel P thompson may martin 46 an47n7n greene money diggers 49 provides a total of

thomthompsonagngn s editions
quoteduoteddoted in the susquehanna pennsylvania register 10 august 1827 A portion of the watch-

man s article was earlier published by the palmyra herald 24 july 1822
ogreenemgreeneoGgreenereene money diggers 46 48 50
As quoted in the susquehanna register 10 august 1827
james fenimore cooper the pioneers or the sources of the susquehanna a descriptive tale new

york international book co 1899 415
113 for example see mather early days ofMormonism 202 3 broome and chenangoChenango williamwlliam

W campbell ed the life and writings oide witt clinton new york baker and scribner 1849 47
herkimer hough history of ofjeffersonjefferson county 157 59 jefferson harris myths of onondafononda
monroemontoecowlesedcowles ed landmarks ofwayneolwayneofwaynecountyWayne county 411 1212palmyraf7arpalmyra reflector I11 february 1831 92 93
wayne turner pioneer settlement of P braashelpsphelpsbraat and gorhamsGorhams purchase and morris reserve 213 216
ontario webb witches in the cooper country 19 otsego gardner folklorefromfolklore tromfrom the Schoschohariebarlebarie

hills 13 16 schoharie murray history ofoldkofoldofoldtiogatioga point andan earlydEarly athens 64 tioga E D howe
in mormonism unavailedunvailed reports the smith family digging in various counties

114 harris myths ofonondaofO nonda 37
511 february 183118318511851 92 93 the longer quotation is instructive

to facilitate those mighty mining operations money was usually if not always sought
after in the night timeotime divers devices and implements were invented and although the
spirit was always able to retain his precious charge these discomfited as well as deluded
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beings would on a succeeding night return to their toil not inin the least doubting that
success would eventuallyattendeventually attend their labors

mineral rods and balls as they were called by the impostor who made use ofthernjof them
were supposed to be infallible guides to these sources ofwealthofwealth peep stones or pebbles
taken promiscuously from the brook or field were placed inin a hat or other situation
excluded from the light when some wizzardwizzardotorot witch for these performances were not
confined to either sex applied their eyes and nearly starting their balls from their
sockets declared they saw all the wonders ofnatureornatureof nature including ofcourseof course ample stores of
silver and gold

6jillson green leavasleavesLeavleduesleauleavesrowesrowefromaromfrom whittinghamwhitingjamwhitinghamWhitingwhirWhitinghamjam vermont 114 alice hamilton hamilton family
history from the seventeenth century MS whitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham historical society whitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham
vermont zadock thompson history of vermont natural civil and statistical inin three parts

burlington ver chauncey goodrichGoodnch 1842 part 3 19191igi1
117frisbie history of middletown vermont 59 60 rensselaer allston oakes genealogical and

family history of the county of ofjeffersonjefferson new york 2 vols new york lewis publishing company
1905 16071 607

118howe118howe mormonism unvatted 232 249 251 259 and joeljoei tiffany mormonism tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys
monthly 5 may 1859 164 167 smith company stevenson reminiscences of joseahjosephofjoseph the prophet 13
and lucy mack smith biographical sketches ofofjosephajosephjoseph smith 102 3 rochester company

whittier supernaturalism ofnewofnerof new england 99 100 for the pennsylvania agreement see an
interesting document salt lake daily tribune 23 april 1880

120bristol vermont outlook club history ofbristolof bristol vermont 2dad ed bristol bristol press &
vermont silk screen 1959 59

121 skinner myths andandlegendslegends olourofour own land 22276276
122charles C richards address delivered inin the hawthorne ward sugar house stake salt lake

city utah 20 april 1947 transcript inin the possession oftheodtheofthe author and statement ofofjoshuajoshua stafford
inin howe mormonism unavailedunvailed 258

123harris myths ofonondaofOnonda 16
124montpelierMontpe her vermont watchman as quoted inin the susquehanna register 10 august 1827
125greene125 greene money diggers vermont life autumn 1969 49
126cC G jung psychology and the occult trans RRFCF C hull bollingenbollingerBollingen series princeton NJN J

princeton univ press 1977 131311511
127frisbie history ofmiddletownof middletown vermont 43 60 see also elmerjelmeraelmereimer J culp early vermont roots of

mormonism unpublished paper based on an address at the pawlett historical society 6 february
1980 copy inin possession of author hemenway vermont historical gazetteer 38103 810 18 H P smith
andandwanawW S rann eds history ofrutlandofofrutlandcountyRutland county vermont syracuse NYN Y D mason & co publishers
1886 654 60 oakes genealogical and family history of the county of ofjeffersonjefferson new york 16071 607 ff
there isis circumstantial evidence that the relatives of severalofseveral early mormon converts including william
cowdery the father of mormon leader oliver cowdery had at least a passing acquaintance with the
wood episode

128mcintoshmclntoshmcintosh history olwayneofwayne county 155 56 cowles ed landmarks of wayne county 411 12

laurence A johnson the money diggers of rose new york folklore quarterly 13 autumn 1957
215 17 this activity may have had a relationship to the pentapentacostalpenracostalpentecostalcostal neversweatsNever sweats of rose see alfred
S roe rose neighborhoodsketchesneighborhood sketches wayne county new yoryork worchester mass by the author 189318918953
180

2quoted2 quoted inin purple joseph smith the originator of mormonism
30cotton30cotton mather on witchcraft being the wonders odtheoftheof the invisible world new york peter pauper

press n d 19 79 80 john hale A modest enquiry into the nature of witchcraft 2dad ed boston
kneeland & adams 1771 119 126 27 129 3311 for another ministerial philippic delivered inin
1746 inin salem massachusetts see leventhal in the shadow odtheoftheof the enlightenment 100

13 an act for apprehending and punishing disorderly persons 9 february 1788 chapter 3311
laws ofthestateof the starestate ofnewofnerofnew york 2 vols comp williampwilliamP van ness andjohnandyjohnand john woodworth albany H C
southwick&cosouthwick&co 1813 114

132 see purple joseph smith the originator of mormonism this reflects the general legal
precedent beginning centuriescenturies earlier inin england thomas religion and the decline ofmagicof magic 245245646
461

133 daniel P thompson may martin 46 47n
134 nathaniel hawthorne twice told tales 2 vols boston houghton mifflin and company

1900 22042 204 37 the spaulding novel owed its notoriety to the nineteenth century claim that itit was
the source of the book of mormon though not published until late inin the century itit nevertheless
conveyed early nineteenth century new england sentiments see solomon spaulding the manuscript
foundmanuscriptfound manuscript story salt lake city utah deseret news company 188611886 74 7755
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1351nin culturally isolated areas money digging continued on a limited basis even into the twentieth
century see harry middleton hyatt hoodoo conjuration witchcraft rootwormrootwork beliefs accepted by many
negroes and white persons these being orally recorded among blacks and whites hannibal mo western
publfshingpublfihingpublishing 1970

136116ibid 111
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call for papers
special issue onorlori british isles

BYUbyustudiesstudies is pleased to announce a forthcoming special issue
devoted to the IDS church in the british isles the issue will be published
in 1987 in conjunction with the sesquicentennial of the church in
britain dr james R moss of the church history department at
brigham young university has been appointed guest editor

those interested in submitting articles for publication in the special
issue should send them to

dr james R moss
136 joseph smith building
brigham young university

provo utah
84602

articles may be on any aspect ofofldsoflasIDS church history in the british
isles from the beginning to the present or may focus on current issues
of concern to the church and its members in britain deadline for
submission of articles is 31 december 1986

this special issue will be one of many activities planned by the
church brigham young university and other organizations to
celebrate the 150th130th anniversary of the church in the british isles we
encourage your participation in these events and hope many of you
will submit articles for publication

32

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 24, Iss. 4 [1984], Art. 4

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol24/iss4/4


	The Persisting Idea of American Treasure Hunting
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1468873809.pdf.GZT6F

