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Welch: The Narrative of Zosimus and the Book of Mormon

appears to be a close translation of early materials and is represen-
tative of the overall tradition.1® Sections of the Narrative identifiable
as later additions are set off in brackets ([]) or have been deleted as
indicated.

From the Book of Mormon, most of the passages involved come
from chapters 1, 8, and 11 of 1 Nephi because here Lehi’s influence is
strongest.!! Among the Nephite writers, Lehi most closely typifies
the world of Judea within which milieu the Narrative of Zosimus was
produced. Lehi’s visions also relate in genre to the visionary styles
and motifs of the Narrative of Zosimus. No effort has been made to
separate the writings of Lehi in these chapters from the writings of
Nephi, since no direct connection 1s made between any Book of Mor-
mon individual and the person who wrote the Narrative of Zosimus.
After each section are brief comments. General conclusions follow.
Book of Mormon references to verses other than those found in
1 Nephi are so noted.

Zosimus 1 Nephi

Ch. 1. About that time there was 1:4. . . . in that same year [the first
year of the reign of Zedekiah] there
came many prophets . .

in the desert a certain man named 2:4. . . . and he [Lehi] departed 77-
Zosimus, [who for forty years ate no to the wilderness. . . .
bread, and drank no wine, and saw not
the face of man.]
IS sh g e he HraeREHtoRh
This man was entreating God that he  prayed unto the Lord, yea, even with
all his heart, in behalf of his people.
might see the way of life of the blessed, 11:3. And I said: I desire to behold
the things which my father saw.
and behold an ange/ of the Lord was 8:5. And he [an ange/] came and

sent saying to him, Zosimus, stood before me.

51 16 S SHEIRRPAARIAML AR 7 01 M | >3 |y ¢ AL o | - Bl 413 o e
man of God, behold I am sent by #he loud voice, saying: Hosanna to the
Most High, the God of all, to tell thee Lotd, the most high God, for he is God
that thou shalt journey to the blessed, over all the earth, yea, even above
but shalt not dwell with them. all. . . . because thou believest . . .

thou shalt bebold the things which
thou hast desired.

19The Syriac version, for example, is substantially the same as the Greek. The Ethiopic text, on the other
hand, is later and diverges from the basic tradition in many respects.

11Chaprters 1 and 8 derive directly from Lehi’s account. Nephi and Lehi had received the same vision (see
1 Nephi 14:29). Chapter 11 is part of Nephi's account of that vision.
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LOSImUS

[But exalt not thy heart, saying, For
forty years I have not eaten bread, for
the word of God is more than bread,
- and the spirit of God 1s more than
wine. And as for thy saying, I have not
seen the face of man, behold the face
of the great king is nigh thee.]

Zosimus said, I £now that the Lord can
do whatsoever he will. The angel said
to him, Know this also, that thou art

1 Neph:

11:1. . . . and belicving ro& ke
Lord was able to make them known un-
to me . .

not worthy of one of their delights, but 3:7. I, Nephi, said . . . Ikrnow that

arise and set out. the Lord giveth no commandments un-
to the children of men, save he shall
prepare a way for them that they may
accomplish the thing which he com-
mandeth them.

The vision of Zosimus begins as he prays that he might be shown
the way of life of blessedness. An angel appears and announces that
his prayer will be answered. This is similar to Nephi’s prayer that he
might be shown the things which his father Lehi had seen, a prayer
also answered by an angel who appears and announces that Nephi’s
request will be answered (1 Nephi 11:6) because of Nephi’s belief in
the Son of the most high God. Zosimus also confirms his faith in the
Lord betore his vision can commence. Particularly noteworthy is the
nearly i1dentical name which the angel in each account uses for the
Lord: ‘“The Most High God of All.”’ This is unusual and distinctive.
There may also be meaningful analogs between the desert setting of
the history of Lehi and that of the Narrative. Lehi and Nephi could
have seen their own departure into the wilderness as a symbol of
righteousness, just as the Narrative employs dwelling in the desert to
show the unworldliness of Zosimus (ct. 1 Nephi 17:23-44). The in-
itial time reference in Zosimus is too obscure to be of consequence.

Zosimus 1 Neph:
2. And I, Zosimus, issuing from my 8:7. . . . asl followed him 1 beheld
cave with God /leading me, set out not myself that I was in a dark and dreary
knowing which way I went, waste.
and after I had #ravelled forty days 8:8. And after I had traveled for the

space of many hours in darkness . . .
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Zosimus

my spirz grew faint and my body
failed, and being exhausted

I sat down, and continued praying in
that place for three days.

[And, behold, there came a beast from

the desert, whose name is the camel,
and placing its knees on the ground, it
received me upon its neck and went in-
to the desert and set me down. There
there was much howling of wild beasts,
and gnashing of teeth, and deadly
poison. And becoming afraid, 1
prayed to the Lord |

and there came in that place a great
earthquake with a noise, and a storm
of wind blew and /ifted me from the
earth, and exa/ted me on its wing,

and I was praying and journeying

till it set me upon a place

beside a rzver, and the name of the
river is Eumeles. And behold when 1
desired to cross the river, some one
cried as if from the water, saying,
Zosimus, man of God, thou canst not
pass through me, for no man can
divide 72y waters: but look up from
the waters to heaven.

And looking up I saw a wal/ of cloud
stretching from the waters to the
heaven, and the cloud said, Zosimus,
man of God, through me no bird
passes out of this world, not breath of
wind, nor the sun itelf,

nor can the tempter in this world pass
through me [the wall of cloud].
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1 Nephi

e
bed, being overcome with
VY7 TR

. . . he cast himself upon his
the

8:8. I began to pray unto the Lord
that he would have mercy on me. .

11:1. . . . asIsat pondering in mine
heart | was caught away in the Spirit of
the Lord, yea, into an exceedingly high
mountain, which I never had before
seen, and upon which I never had
before set my foot.

8:9. And . . . after I had prayed
unto the Lord

I beheld a large and spacious field.

8:13. And as I cast my eyes round
about .1 tbeheld g "wper of
I T

HHE BB N ) R L were
drowned 1in the depths of the
fountain. . . .

8:23. And it came to pass that there

arose a mist of darkness; yea, even an
exceeding great mist of darkness, in-
somuch that they who had commenced
in the path 4id Jose their way, that
they wandered oft and were lost.

12:17. And the mists of darkness are
the temptations of the devi/, which
blindeth the eyes, and hardeneth the
hearts of the children of men. . . .



