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receive knowledge of the wickedness of the outside world by revela-
tion notwithstanding the wickedness of the people at jerusalem
zosimus rejoices when he is shown a book in which he learns that
mercy will be extended to the inhabitants there

the many parallels between the early chapters of the book of
mormon and this narrative require little elaboration dwelling in the
desert 1 nephi 24 being led by prayer and faith 15 113
1629 wandering through a dark and dreary waste 87 being
caught away to the bank of a river 813 crossing to the other side of
a river or abyss and passing through a great mist 832 coming to a
tree whose fruit is most sweet above all 881111 eating and drinking
from the tree which was also a fountain of living waters 1111252 5 being
greeted by an escort 111122 3 being interrogated as to desires 111122
beholding a vision of the son of god 16 1129 keeping records on
soft metal plates 324 recording the history of a group of people
who escaped the destruction of jerusalem at the time of jeremiah
14 714 being led to a land of promise and of great abundance

due to righteousness 1825 practicing constant prayer alma
3421 27 living in chastity lacobjacobuacobiacobhacob 225 28 receiving revelations
concerning the wickedness of the people of jerusalem 1 nephi
101011ioli11 and yet obtaining assurances of the mercy to be extended to
the inhabitants of jerusalem 1 nephi 111414 103

for a reader to appreciate and evaluate the similar characteristics
of these two writings a detailed examination of both is required the
extensive parallels which exist between them may substantiate the
great antiquity of both

DETAILED comparison

in the following comparative study the full text of zosimus is
shown in the lefthandleft hand columns and passages from the book of mor-
mon that suggest possible parallels are arranged on the right not all
proposed parallels are equally meritorious but are included for com-
pletenesspleteness likewise the passages from the book of mormon are not
always found in the same order as their parallels in the narrative of
zosimusZosimus and in those cases the strength of the noncontextualcontextualnon
parallels must be reduced

the translation of the narrative of zosimus used here is that ap-
pearing in the ante nicene fathers and follows the greek text
although the narrative was not originally written in greek that text
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appears to be a close translation of early materials and is represen-
tative of the overall tradition 10 sections of the narrative identifiable
as later additions are set off in brackets falffl or have been deleted as
indicated

from the book of mormon most of the passages involved come
from chapters 1 8 and 11 of 1 nephi because here lehisgehis influence is

I1 I1 the nephite writers lehistrongest among most closely typifies
the world ofjudea within which milieu the narrative of zosimus was
produced lehi s visions also relate in genre to the visionary styles
and motifs of the narrative of zosimusZosimus no effort has been made to
separate the writings of lehi in these chapters from the writings of
nephi since no direct connection is made between any book of mor-
mon individual and the person who wrote the narrative ofofzosimuszosimusZosimus
after each section are brief comments general conclusions follow
book of mormon references to verses other than those found in
1 nephi are so noted

zosimus 1 nephi

ch 1 about that time there was 14 in that same year the first
year of the reign of zedekiah there
came many prophets

in the desert a certain man named 24 and he lehi departed inin-
tozosimusZosimus who for forty years ate no the wilderness

bread and drank no wine and saw not
the face of man

1155 lehi as he went forth
this man was entreating god that he prayed unto the lord yea even with

all his heart in behalf of his people
might see the way of life of the blessed 113 and I1 said I1 desire to behold

the things which my father saw

and behold an angel of the lord was 8385 and he an angel came and
sent saying to him zosimusZosimus stood before me

116 the spirit cried with a
man of god behold I1 am sent by the loud voice saying hosanna to the
most high the god of all to tell thee lord the most high god for he is god
that thou shaltiourneyshalt tourneyjourney to the blessed over all the earth yea even above
but shalt not dwell with them all because thou believestbelievest

thou shalt behold the things which
thou hast desired

thelothe syriac versionversion for example isis substantially the same as the greek the ethiopicethiopia text on the other
hand isis later and diverges from the basic tradition inin many respects

chapters I11 and 8 derive directly from lehislehilehlgehis s account nephi and lehi had received the same visionvision see
I11 nephi 142914 29 chapter 11 isis part ofofnephinephiss account of that visionvision
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zosimus 1 nephi

but exalt not thy heart saying for
forty years I1 have not eaten bread for
the word of god is more than bread
and the spirit of god is more than
wine and as for thy saying I1 have not
seen the face of man behold the face
of the great king is nigh thee

zosimus said I1 know that the lord can 11iiiili1111 and believing that the
do whatsoever he will the angel said lordwaslorflord was able to make them known un-

toto him know this also that thou art me
not worthy of one of their delights but 37 1I nephi said I1 know that
arise and set out the lorsLordlordgivethzfwgivethgiveth no commandments un-

to the children of men save he shall
prepare a way for them that they may
accomplish the thing which he com
mandeth them

the vision of zosimus begins as he prays that he might be shown
the way of life of blessedness an angel appears and announces that
his prayer will be answered this is similar to nephis prayer that he
might be shown the things which his father lehi had seen a prayer
also answered by an angel who appears and announces that nephis
request will be answered 1 nephi 116 because of nephis belief in
the son of the most high god zosimus also confirms his faith in the
lord before his vision can commence particularly noteworthy is the
nearly identical name which the angel in each account uses for the
lord the most high god of all this is unusual and distinctive
there may also be meaningful analogs between the desert setting of
the history of lehi and that of the narrative lehi and nephi could
have seen their own departure into the wilderness as a symbol of
righteousness just as the narrative employs dwelling in the desert to
show the unworldliness of zosimus cf 1 nephi 1723 44 the in-
itial time reference in zosimus is too obscure to be of consequence

zosimus 1 nephi

2 and 1I zosimusZosimus issuing from my 87 as I1 followedfollowedmfollowedmhim I1 beheld
cave with god leading me set out not myself that I1 was inin a dark and drhadreamrhadrearyy
knowing which way I1 went waste

and after I1 had travelled forty days 88 and after I1 had traveled for the
space of many hours in darkness
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zosimus 1 nephi

my spirit grew faint and my body 17 he cast himself upon his
failed and being exhausted bed being overcome with the

SPspirititit

I1 sat down and continued praying in 88 1I began to pray unto the lord
that place for three days that he would have mercy on me

and behold there came a beast from
the desert whose name is the camel
and placing its kneesonknelsonknees on the ground it
received me upon its neck and went in-
to the desert and set me down there
there was much howling of wild beasts
and gnashing of teeth and deadly
poison and becoming afraid I1
prayed to the lord I11

and there came in that place a great 11liilil1111 as I1 sat pondering in mine
earthquake with a noise and a storm heart I1 was caught away in the spirit of
of wind blew and lifted me from the the lord yea into an exceedingly high
earth and exalted me on its wing mountain which I1 never had before

seen and upon which I1 never had
before set my foot

and I1 was praying and journeying 89 and after I1 had prayed
unto the lord

till it set me upon a place I1 beheld a large and spacious field

beside a river and the name of the 813 and as I1 cast my eyes round
river is eumeleseumenesEumeles and behold when I1 about I1 beheld a river of
desired to cross the river some one water
cried as if from the water saying
zosimusZosimus man of god thou canetcanst not 832 and many were
pass through me for no man can drowned in the depths of the
divide my waters but look up from fountain
the waters to heaven

and looking up I1 saw a wall of cloud 823 and it came to pass that there
stretching from the waters to the arose a mist of darkness yea even an
heaven and the cloud said zosimusZosimus exceeding great mist of darkness in-

somuchman of god through me no bird that they who had commenced
passes out of this world not breath of inin the path did lose their way that
wind nor the sun itelfiteld they wandered off and were lost

nor can the tempter in this world pass 1217 and the mists of darkness are
through me the wall of cloud the temptations of the devil which

blindethblin deth the eyes and hardenethhard eneth the
hearts of the children of men
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