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Youngreen: And Yet Another Copy of the Anthon Manuscript

And Yet Another Copy
of the Anthon Manuscript

Buddy Youngreen

When Mark Hofmann announced his find of an Anthon
manuscript, I remembered seeing in the Eva Grace Smith Madison
photograph collection a small photograph of another Anthon
manuscript. The photograph collection was given to me in 1973 by
Forrest P. Madison, her grandson. Eva Grace was the sixth child of
Alexander Hale Smith, who was the sixth child born to Joseph and
Emma Smith.

This print was made by Warnky’s Art Studio in Independence,
Missouri, sometime between the fall of 1879 when F. C. Warnky
moved to Independence and 26 March 1892, the day Eva Grace died
at age eighteen.

We do not know the whereabouts of the original document from
which this print was copied, but a comparison of the print with texts
discussed and photocopied in the Bachman article in this issue of
BYU Studies shows significant differences, particularly in composi-
tion and arrangement of the traditional characters. Also, there is a
paraphrasing of Isaiah 29:11-12 rather than a direct quote from the
biblical verses.

We have not been able to determine whose handwriting appears
at the top and bottom of this print, exactly when Warnky printed it,
or the real importance of the item itself. However, the very presence
of this additional copy of the ancient characters in a collection of
photographs from Independence tells us that the chapter on the An-
thon manuscript is not completed.

Buddy Youngreen 1s the executive-secretary of the Joseph Smith, Sr., family organization, although he 1s not
a blood relative of the family. Formerly an associate professor at the Pasadtna Playhouse College of Theatre
Arts, he has produced and directed over one hundred stage productions in California, Utah, Wyoming, Col-
orado, Arizona, and Idaho. He is a charter member of the Association of Latter-day Media Artists (ALMA).
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