
BYU Studies Quarterly BYU Studies Quarterly 

Volume 20 Issue 2 Article 9 

4-1-1980 

The Irrigation Turn The Irrigation Turn 

Sally T. Taylor 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Taylor, Sally T. (1980) "The Irrigation Turn," BYU Studies Quarterly: Vol. 20 : Iss. 2 , Article 9. 
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2/9 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in BYU Studies Quarterly by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more 
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu. 

http://home.byu.edu/home/
http://home.byu.edu/home/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2/9
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol20%2Fiss2%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2/9?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol20%2Fiss2%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu


the irrigation turn

sally T taylor

placing his sinking steps
along the ditchbanksditchbanks
straight ridged and muddy path
he paced the racing water
flowing to his field

shovel staffed he followed
force and flow with misers
eyes and gauged the stream
against past time tithedpithed turns
to weigh his water rights

he scooped the weeds and mud
with dripping strokes to free
from damming stands the moving
water the pale bloods field
flow his crops communion

then down each row the flow
like silver veins dispersed
the man at fields end paused
and bowing to the labor
removed the second field gate

sally T taylor is an assistant professor in the english department brigham young university
the irrigation turn was the 1979 first place poem in the ann W hafen category oftheodtheof the utah state poetry

society contest
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