








the best bible writers take frequent advantage of the suggestive
power of questions their best questions radiate significance from a
simple center with the inexorable outreachingreachingout of ripples from a stone
cast into a lake jacob wonders wistfully fortorwor why will ye die
jacob 66 mosiah presses our consciences with are we not all beg-

gars do we not all depend upon the same being even god for all
the substance which we have mosiah 419 alma searches our
souls in his asking if ye have experienced a change of heart and if
ye have felt to sing the song of redeeming love I1 would ask can ye
feel so nowalmawAlmano 526

perhaps the most unappreciated aspect of book of mormon con-
centrationcentration is its humor that lack of appreciation probably testifies to
the effectiveness of the humor since its essence is understatement a
laconic refusal to push the punch line I1 suspect that the tongue in
cheek british laugh more than we americans in reading the book of
mormon the high seriousness of its context can easily distract those
used to more explicit humor from the smile on the face of the writer
of such a statement as whomsoever of the amalickiahitesarnalickiahites that
would not enter into a covenant to support the cause of freedom
he caused to be put to death and there were but few who denied the
covenant of freedom alma 4635463346534655 or neither were there
lamanitesLamanites nor any manner of ites 4 nephi 17 or for if their
wine would poison a lamanite it would also poison a nephite
alma 5532

one of the most engaging moments in the book of mormon for
me comes in the studied anticlimax after ammon has smitten the
enemies of the lamanite kings shepherds in true heroic fashion slic-
ing off all arms raised against him when king lamoni inquires
about this superservantsuperservant where is this man that has such great
power ammons fellow servants take great delight in taking the
wind out of everyones overawedoverjawedoverawed sails with behold he is feeding
thy horses alma 188 9

understated humor ramifying question rich aphorism and
selective history formally attest the concentration of the book of mor-
mon even its more oratorical literary features tend toward concentra-
tion the parallelism of such a passage as the psalm of nephi
2 nephi 416 35 manages marvelous density through the repeti-

tions of its hebraic thought rhyme similarly the chiasmus which
john W welch has discovered undergirding book of mormon
rhetorical structure is a concentric form ontological density is in-
evitablyevitably intensified by the centripetal force of such balanced elements
as the structure of alma 36
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my son give ear to my words v 1

keep the commandments and ye shall prosper in the land v 1

captivity of our fathers bondage v 2

he surely did deliver them v 2

trust in god v 3

support inin trials troubles and afflictions v 3
1I know this not of myself but of god v 4
born of god v 5

limbs paralysedparalyzed v 10

the agony of conversion
destroyed v 11

racked with eternal torment v 12

harrowed up to the greatest degree v 12

racked with all my sins v 12

tormented with the pains of hell v 13
inexpressible horror v 14
banished and extinct v 15

pains of a damned soul v 16

called upon jesus ahnchristchnst v 18

the joy of conversion
no more pain v 19
oh what joy v 20
what marvelous light v 20
soul filled with joy as exceeding as was my pain v 20
exquisite v 21
nothing as sweet as was my joy v 22
singing and praising god v 22
long to be with god v 22

use of limbs returns v 23
born of god v 26

therefore my knowledge is of god v 26
supported under trials and troubles and afflictions v 27

trust in him v 27
he will deliver me v 27

egypt captivity v 28 29
keep the commandments and ye shall prosper in the land v 30

this according to his word v 303

we ought not then to be misled by the and it came to bassspasss
and the Os andnd yeas andhorandforand jorforforbeholdsbeholds the essence of book of mor-
mon style is concentration the working vocabulary of 1 nephi ac-
cording to E craig bramwellsBramwells 1960 brigham young university
thesis hebrew idioms in the small plates of nephi has only

john W welch chiasmus in the book of mormon brigham young university studies 10
autumn 1969 83
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twenty three percent more words than comparable old testament
sections 2696 root words a mere tithe of shakespearesShakespeares written
vocabulary perhaps the most impressive aspect of that compact
vocabulary is its sparing use of adjectives most literary stylistssty lists feel
that where modifiers are concerned less is more the inimitably con
centratredcentratred genesis 1 for instance boasts but sixteen simple adjec-
tives in its nearly nine hundred words the slightly longer first
chapter of I11 nephi has impressively enough only sixteen adjectives

the first chapter of genesis representing as it does the bible at
its best makes for interesting stylistic comparison with
1 nephi 1 which I1 take to be typical of book of mormon style and
it came to bassspasss while something short of twainskwains estimate of two
thirds of the total words do comprise fully five percent of nephis
first chapter yet in genesis where there is virtually no feeling of
redundancy there is much more repetition thus I1 suspect it is not
rhetorical formulas which make the book of mormon less dynamic
rhetorically there are as many and the mornings and and god saw
that it was goods in genesis 1 as there are and it came to bassspasss in
1 nephi 1 and more and godsaidsgodGodsgof aidsalys what becomes in the book of
mormon a mannerism as annoying as our modern yknowyonowy know is in its
essential impulse rhetorically sound cornercuttingCornercutting formulas like
blunt and transitions however montonousmonotonousmon tonous they may sound to a
modern ear are attempts at terseness

that is not to say that the book of mormon is total literary con-
centrationcentration in 1 nephi 1 such idle repetitions as being thus over-
come with the spirit in verse 8 after being overcome with the
spirit in verse 7 or as he prayed unto the lord in verse 6 follow-
ing immediately upon as he went forth prayed unto the lord in
verse 5 are difficult to forgive let alone defend and yea becomes
so consistently an announcement of unnecessary repetition or
superfluous explication that it doesnt take a sensitive reader long to
learn to skip those andaridarld yea passages as religiously as he avoids pedan-
tic footnotes

but even this weakness is relative we ought not to let the fact
that much more is said in genesis 1 than I11 nephi 1 obscure the fact
that a great deal is said in 1 nephi 1 nephi may not get the world
created in those 934 words but he manages masterfully to establish
personalpersona place purpose even spirit his first chapter radiating out
in its careful chiasmic structure from the visionary center of verse 9
reminds me of such artful beginnings as dickenssDickenss opening to A tale
of two cities it was the best of times it was the worst of times
As hugh nibley has shown us in lehi in the desert from its formal
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introductory egyptian colophon to its climactic statement of thesis
succinctness marks 1 nephi 1 to be the abridgementabridgement nephi informs
us that it is4isa

I1 nephi having been born of goodly parents therefore I1 was
taught somewhat inin all the learning of my father and having seen many
afflictions in the course of my days nevertheless having been highly
favored of the lord in all my days yea having had a great knowledge of
the goodness and the mysteries of god therefore I1 make a record of my
proceedings in my days

falls something short of the concentration of in the beginning god
created the heaven and the earth id prefer the nephi statement in
half the words

1I nephi born of goodly parents and having been highly favored
of the lord make a record of my days

but then im an english teacher and what s worse a bible
reading english teacher in the concentration contest the book of
mormon clearly comes in second to the king james version but in
this race thats admirably high place

the book of mormon is impressively concentrated our choosing
as standard against which to measure it the most superlatively
understated volume in the english language attests that concentra-
tion concentration could well be the weakest area of book of mor-
mon style even here at its worst the book of mormon invites
favorable comparison with the king james version of the bible

hugh4hughahugh nibley leailehileazlealinin the desert & the vorldofthejaredites salt lake city utah bookcraft 1952
ppap 13 20
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