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latter day saint prayer circles

D michael quinn

A central characteristic of religious devotion is the existence of
ordinances rites and special observances that not only symbolize sa-
cred relationships between deity and mankind but also bind togeth-
er the religious participants as a group distinct from the unenlight-
ened the unconverted and the uninitiated one immediately thinks
of such examples as the ancient practice of ordination by the laying
on of hands the sacrifice of animals the abrahamic circumcision
the mosaic ceremonial cleansingsclean sings and dietary laws and the christian
baptism and sacrament these ordinances have not only been clearly
recorded in sacred history but have also been witnessed by non
believers

this binding process in religion has often been achieved through
secret as well as public rites latter day saint scholar hugh nibley
has devoted much research to ancient ordinances that were hidden
from the world and were intended to be experienced in sacred seclu-
sion 1 the importance of such study lies in the fact that within the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints are certain nonpublic or-
dinancesdinances that mormon leaders have repeatedly affirmed are divine
restorations of ancient ordinances of god 2 LDS prophets have iden-
tified these as temple ordinances known as washing anointing
endowment sealing and second anointing 3

like other temple practices the existence of a special prayer
circle ceremony has been referred to in official publications of the

an earlier version of this article was presented at the welch symposium in honor of professor hugh
nibley 28 march 1975
D michael quinn is assistant professor of history at brigham young university

see for example his the idea of the temple in history millennial star 120 august
1958228 37 247 49 christian envy of the temple jewish quarterly review 50 1959 609760 97 123
229 40 the message ofthejosephof the joseph smith papyri an egyptian endowment salt lake city deseret book
1975

jamesgames E talmage the house of the lord A study of holy sanctuaries ancient and modernmodem salt
lake city the deseret news 1912 ppap 18 99 100 23438234 38 franklin D richards the temple of
the lord the importance of temples ancient and modem utah genealogical and historical magazine
11 october 19201461920 244146l46 49 john A widtsoewidrsoeWidtsoe fundamentals of temple doctrine utah genealogical
and historical magazine 13 julyouly 19221291922 129

examples are in bruce R mcconkiemcconkleMcCon kicklc mormon doctrine 2ndand ed rev salt lake city bookcraft
1966 p 779 james R clarkdarkoark ed messages of the first presidency of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter
daduydaydur saints 1833 1964 6 vols salt lake city bookcraft 1965 2228 5112 nels B lundwall
comp temples odtheoftheof the most high rev ed salt lake city bookcraft 1975 ppap 269 74 young womens
journal 5 august 1894513
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LDSLIDS church 4 the specific ceremony of prayer in the LIDSLDS prayer
circle is known as the true order of prayer5prayersprayer 5 and has been described
in church related publications for example in 1933 the church pe-
riodical improvement era printed the following statement

president lorenzollorenzo snow put on his holy temple robes repaired
again to the same sacred altar offered up the signs of the priesthood
and poured out his heart to the lord 6

moreover a recent biography of LDS president spencer W kimball
gives this description of the weekly prayer circle of the quorum of
the twelve apostles

every thursday the council of the twelve met inin a room on the
salt lake temples fourth floor the apostles sat by seniority inin

twelve large oak chairs inin a crescent around an upholstered altar har-
old B lee played a small organ inin the corner as they opened with a

hymn then all twelve dressed inm temple clothes formed a prayer circle
around the altar the prayer completed they changed back to street
clothes to handle the quorumsQuorums business 7

in addition LIDSLDS prayer circle organizations published their own his-
tories inin 1895 and in 1929 8 thus through publications of the losLDSLIDS

church one may learn that an ordinance of the temple is known as
the prayer circle that it requires the participants to pray in a circle as
they are dressed in holy temple clothing and that the prayer is ac-
companiedcompanied by offering certain signs of the priesthood at an altar

precedents TO THE LDS PRAYER CIRCLE

one ancient predecessor of the LDS prayer circle is found inin the
ceremonies of the early christian church deriving from a practice
apparently inaugurated at the last supper this apostolic prayer circle
is described in the apocryphal acts of john first published in en-
glish in 1897 he bade us therefore make as it were a ring holding

deseret news 12 june 1923 joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jemjew christ of lutterlatterlufter duyday

saints ed B H roberts 7 vols 2ndand ed rev salt lake city deseret book 1970 73907 390590 552 554
hereafter cited as HC and aaronic priesthood leadership materials 1973 1974 salt lake city the

church ofiesusof jesus christ of latter day saints 1973 p 7 clarkdarkoark messages odtheoftheof the first presidency 62566 256
5bathshebabathsheba W smith recollections of the prophet joseph smith juvenile instructor 27 1 june

18923451892 545345

leroi C snow an experience of my fathers imimprovementprovement era 36 august 193366719356671933 667
edward L kimball and andrew E kimball jr spencer IFIV Kikimballmhallkimbail twelfth president of the

church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city bookcraft 1977 p 207 see also lawrence
clayton ed william claytonsjournalneayClaynegyclaytonaclaytonsfonstonssons journal salt lake city deseret news press 1921 p 203

SA token of love from the members of the john taylor prayer circle to patriarch joseph homehornehonne salt
lake city the john taylor prayer circle 1895 history of the elders quorum prayer circle salt lake
city 1893 1929 salt lake city apnpn p ndn d
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one anothers hands and himself standing in the midst he said an-
swer amen unto me 9 hugh nibleysNibleys research into a large number
of greek syriac and coptic texts has produced a composite over-
view indicating that certain elements of latter day saint prayer circle
ceremonies are recognizable on many occasions in these ancient rites
some ancient texts require prayer circle participants to wash their
hands or to receive secret words and ordinances or to be dressed in
special clothing other texts require them to harbor no ill feeling
toward their neighbors to pray in the circle with uplifted hands or
foot to foot or holding hands generally the participants in these
ancient rites repeated the speakers words in antiphonal manner and
copied his actions as he led the circle in prayer either at an altar or at
a veil 10

closer to joseph smiths own time and place was the use of
circle worship among nineteenth century participants in american
protestant revivals at the most famous revival of that era in cane
ridge kentucky one eyewitness wrote in 1801 that the revivalistsrevivalists
collectedccollected in small circles of 10 or 12 11 moreover in the methodist

episcopal revivals of the 1820s and 1830s when the invitation was
given there was a general rush the large prayer ring was filled and
for at least two hours prayer ardent went up to god 111212 As is well
known joseph smith and most other leaders of the early LDS
church had observed or participated in protestant revivals

contemporary with the impact of religious revivalism in ameri-
ca was the influence of freemasonry in masonic ritual of that era
there was a prayer ceremony which an official masonic source de-
scribed as follows lodges were opened at sunrise the master
taking his station in the east and the brethren forming a half circle
around him 13 from other sources it appears that after the masons
unitedly repeat the masonic signs previously received the brethren

acts of john 949694 96 inin M R james the apocryphal new testament oxford clarendon press

1924 ppap 253 54 james dates this document as not later than the middle of the second century
ibid p 228 an english translation of the new testament apocrypha had been available inin print at

least as early as 1820 but at that time the acts ofjohnof john was noted as one of the apocryphal pieces not
now extant see the apocryphal new testament trans william hone london william hone
1820 the acts ofjohnof john was first published inin Apoapocyphaapocryphacypha anecdota second series ed M R james inin
texts and studies contricontributionsbunionsbutions to biblical and patristic literature ed J A robinson 10 vols cam
bridge cambridge university press 189119521891 1952 vol 5 no 1 p ixix

hugh nibley the early christian prayer circle inin this issueissue of BYU studies
As cited inin catherine C cleveland the great revival inin the west 1797 1805 chicago university

of chicago press 1916 p 79
12revrev james erwin reminiscences of early circuit life toledo ohio spear johnson & co 1884

p 68
albert G mackey an encyclopedia of offreemasonryfreemasonry 12 vols rev ed new york the masonic hist-

ory company 1920 25772 577
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assemble around the altar and form a circle and stand in such a po-
sition as to touch each other leaving a space for the most excellent
master who then kneels joins hands with the others which
closes the circle 111414 joseph smith became a master mason on 16

march 1842 but had associated for a number of years with such loyal
masons as hyrum and john smith heber C kimball newel K
whitney james adams george miller and john C bennett 15

with its methodist masonic and early christian antecedents
the LDS prayer circle did not arise without parallels in fact histori-
cal parallels are the strength of the firm LDS position that mormon-
ism is not a new creation but instead in its most essential features is
a restoration of those sacred doctrines and practices revealed by god
to man from the beginning in mormonism the reception of divine
revelation is an active responsive process rather than a passive oper-
ation if joseph smith had any knowledge of these earlier practices of
prayer then that partial understanding served as an incentive for him
to seek divine and more complete instruction

development OF LDS PRAYER CIRCLE 1829 1846

although conventional forms of pqblicandpublic and private prayer were
practiced within the LDS church from its earliest years there were
significant variations in the conduct of prayer physical objects were
sometimes used in connection with prayer between 1827 and 1829
the prophet joseph smith sought revelation through the urimarim and
thummim as well as through a seer stone 160igo16 oliver160liverliverilver cowdery was by
revelation given the gift of working with a rod of nature and
therefore whatsoever you shall ask me to tell you by that means that
will I1 grant unto you that you shall know 11717 moreover117moreover during the

david bernard light on masonry A collection of all the most important documents on the subject of
Sspeculativeemulativeeculativeecula titetiverite free masonry utica NNYY william williams 1829 ppap 116 17 also ppap 15 28

for further analysis of this relationship see E cecil mcgavin mormonism and masonry salt lake
city bookcraft 1956 mervin B hogan utahs memorial to free masonry royal arch mason 11

fall 19741974199199 204 and kenneth W godfrey joseph smith and the masons journal of the illinois
state historical society 64 spring 197119717979 90

6&B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of lafferlatterlaffey day saints century I1

6 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1930 11291 129 21062 106log doctrine and covenants introductions
to sections 3 6 7 11111414 15151616 and 17

A book of commandments for the government of the church of christ zion independence mo
W W phelps & co 1833 p 19 in the revelation to oliver cowdery inin may 1829 bro B hah1H
roberts said that the gift which the lord says he has inin his hand meant a stick which was like aarons
rod it isis said bro phineas young brother inin law of oliver cowdery and brother of brigham young
got itit from him cowdery and gave it to president young who had itit with him when he arrived inin
this salt lake valley and that itit was with that stick that he pointed out where the temple should be
built anthon H lund journal 5 july 1901 archives division historical nepDepdepartmentdepartmenartmen t of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited as church historical depart-
ment
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nauvoo period apostle heber C kimball inquired by the rod in
prayer 18

prayer in a circle was inaugurated in the LDS school of the
prophets at kirtlandKirdand ohio in 1833 according to a reminiscence of
zebedee coltrin fifty years later

they opened with prayer joseph then gave instructions to prepare
their minds he told them to kneel and pray with uplifted hands

about the time that the school was first organized some wished to see
an angel and a number joined in the circle and prayed when the vision
came two of the brethren shrank and called for the vision to close or
they would perish 19

in the LDS church prayer was conducted in a circle as early as 1833
but this was after the conventional manner of protestant revival
tcprayertc prayer rings when mormonscormons prayed in a circle before 1842 they
did not offer those prayers as a part of intricate rites as was done
anciently and after 1842

even the revelation of 19 january 1841 which spoke of william
laws receiving the keys by which he may ask and receive blessings

dacd&c 12497 did not refer to the true order of prayer joseph
smiths remarks to a theological lyceum at nauvoo illinois in 1841
indicate that the 1841 revelation had reference to the manner in
which deity isis named

the great god has a name by which he will be called which is

ahman also inin asking have referanceferancereferenceRe to a personage like adam for
god made adam just inin his ownown image now this is a key for you to
know how to ask & obtain 20

not until 1842 did joseph smith give instructions and priesthood
ordinances that constituted what was known first as the holy order
and became known later as the endowment

on 4 may 1842 hyrum smith william law brigham young
heber C kimball willard richards newel K whitney george
miller william marks and james adams met in josephs private
office where joseph taught the ancient order of things for the first

heber C kimball 1844 1845 journal 6 june 1844 5 july 1844 25 january 1845 church histori-
cal department

19 19minutesminutes of the school of the prophets salt lake city 11 october 1883 p 69 church historical
department italics added

2 record of william P mcintire church historical department McIntimcintiresmclntiresres record has no page
numbers and is only sketchily dated the first entry is mistakenly dated 8 january 1840 since the second

entry is dated tuesday the 12 which was tuesday 12 january 1841 from the latter date until his
summary of the april 1841 conference the meetings are indicated without any designation of date or
day of the week apparently the lyceum met weekly in which case the statement quoted in the text was

given on 9 march 1841
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time in these last days and recievedrelievedrecieved their washings anointingsanoint ings and
endowments 21 it is very likely that the true order of prayer was in-
cluded for heber C kimball wrote apostle parley P pratt on 17
june 1842 we have recievedrelievedrecieved some pressiouspreshiouspressious things through the
prophet on the preasthoodpreasthood that would caus your soul to rejoice I1

can not give them to you on paper fore they are not to be ritenbriten 112222

although the order of prayer may have been instituted as early as
1842 the organization of a prayer circle was not complete until 1843
the initial meeting for this purpose occurred on 26 may 1843 in-
volving eight of the men who had received the 1842 priesthood en-
dowmentdowment plus additional men A summary of this may 1843 meet-
ing is the first entry in a document at the LDS archives titled
meetings of the anointed quorum journalizing 1843 4 23 the

full establishment of a prayer circle that included women occurred
on 28 september 1843 which is described as follows in the published
history of the church

at half past eleven a m a council convened over the store con-
sisting of myself my brother hyrum uncle john smith newel K
whitney george miller willard richards john taylor amasa ly-
manmansohnmanjohnjohn M bernhisel and lucien woodworth and at seven inin the
evening we met inin the front upper room of the mansion with william
law and william marks by the common consent and unanimousunanimous
voicevolcevoicevolce of the council I1 was chosen president of the special council

the president led inin prayer that his days might be prolonged until
his missionmission on the earth isis accomplished have dominion over his

elden jay watson ed manuscript history of banghambnghambrigham young 180118441801 1844 salt lake city smith
secretarial service 1968 p 116 HC 515 1 2 omits william law and william marks from the list of
men which isis inin error as shown inin the following sources heber C kimball 1840 1845 journal before
the 1845 entries in a passage inin a section titled strange events june sicsic 1842 1I was aniciaaniciatedaniciacedanicitedaced into
the ancient order was washed and annointed and scalled and ordained a preast and soforthgoforth inin company
with ninenine others viz josept smith hiram smith wm law wm law marks judge adams brigham
young willard richards george miller N K whitnwhitneycy and irm heber C kimball 1845 1846 journal

21 december 1845 p 159 about 4 years ago next may iei e may 184211842 ninenine persons were admitted
into the holy order 5 are now living B young W richards george miller N K whitney & H C
kimball two are dead james adams and hyrum smith and two are worse than dead the apostatized
william law and william marks HC 515 1 2 also errs inin stating that inin may 1842 these men obtained
the highest order of the melchisedekmelchisedecMelchi sedek priesthood this particular entry was not a quote from joseph

smiths journalboumaloumal which was not begun inin the 1842 period until december 1842 the published HC entry
appears instead to have been a reconstruction of the may 1842 event by the church historian several
years later it isis clear from the organization of the quorum of the anointed on 28 september 1843 that
the highest order of the melchisedekmelchisedecMelchi sedek priesthood cannot be obtained by men alone but must be ob-
tained by men inin connectionconnection with their wiveswives through the ordinance of second anointing see disdisc

cussioncassioncussioncassion below fnan 31 and dacd&c 1311131151 1 4 13219132152 19 20
22 22kimballkimball to pratt 17 june 1842 parley P pratt and heber C kimball papers church historical

department
21 meetings21meetings of the anointed quorum journalizing 1843 4 included with joseph smith journals

joseph smith jr journal 26 may 1843 church historical department HC 54095 409
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enemies all their households be blessed and all the church and the
world 24

the reference to joseph smiths being chosen president of a special
council has caused one historian and joseph smiths most recent bi-
ographerographer to conclude that this was an early organization of the theo-
cratic council of fifty 2515 a misinterpretation which results from a

textual alteration made in the published history instead of the
words 1I was chosen president of the special council the original
record reads baurakbadrak ale was by common consent & unanimous
voice chosen president of the quorum & anointed & ordained to the
highest order of the priesthood & companion dittdittoditto0 111626 baurakbadrak
ale was a designation for joseph smith jr and his companion on
this occasion was his wife emma 27 the quorum mentioned was
often designated the quorum of the anointed the holy order
of the holy priesthood or the holy order in the diaries of its
nauvoo participants and in the official records available about its
meetings A reference to quorum in a diary or other record is too
vague in itself to assume application to a prayer circle nevertheless
the sources are sufficiently abundant that by cross checking different
sources for the same date it is possible to identify the nauvoo prayer
circle when it was described by its various names

women were excluded from the holy order for more than a

year after joseph smith administered the endowment to nine men in
may 1842 this may have been the result of the scandals surrounding
the apostasy of john C bennett bennett was disfellowshippeddisfellowshipped three
weeks after joseph smith introduced the holy order and within a

month bennett began publishing an exposeexpos6exposi charging joseph smith
with introducing spiritual wiferylifery and a female lodge of masonry ac-
tually a reference to the relief society in the cross currents of

14hcHC 663965939
klausaklausjJ hansen questorQuest jor empire the political kingdom of god and the council of fifty inin mormon

history east lansing mich michigan statestare university press 1967 p 59 donna hilljosephhillHilhii ljosephjoseph smith

the first marmonmormon garden city NYN Y doubleday 1977 p 367
16joseph16joseph smith journal 28 september 1843 meetings of the anointed quorum 28 september

1843 manuscript history of the church 28 september 1843 church historical department
27seesee dacd&c 1031032121 emma smiths participating inin the holy order continued into 1844 as inin-

dicated inin the strange events section of heber C kimballsKimballs 1840 45 journal prior to his 1845 en-

tries january 1844 my wife vilate and menny females was received inin to the holy order and was

washed and inointedmointedpointed by emma also heber C kimballsKimballs 1844 1845 journal states on 4 october 1844

4 friday met inin council at sister emma smith inin company with my bre of the twelve the bishops
and the temple commitscommity and expressed our feelings to her & what our intentions ware she seemed

pleased with our course it seamed like old times the latter passages of this entry were omitted inin HC

7283
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charges and denials that joseph smith had proposed spiritual mar-
riage to sarah M pratt wife of orson pratt both apostle pratt and
his wife were excommunicated from the LDS church in the summer
of 1842 by their own request this seems to be what heber C kim-
ball was referring to in 1845 when he said that women were not ad-
mitted to the holy order at first because men had been led by their
wives out of the church 28when28 when bennett was falsely claiming in
1842 that joseph smith had established a female lodge of masonry
there is no evidence that joseph smith even hinted that women
would be admitted to the holy order or endowment it was not
until the summer of 1843 six months after the pratts were reinstated
into the church and after the bennett scandal appeared to have
faded away that joseph smith prepared to admit women to the holy
order 292

beginning 28 september 1843 the wives of previously endowed
men werewere given the ordinances of anointing and endowment in or-
der to join the prayer circle and other men and women were admit-
ted to the anointed quorum each week by the time joseph smith
and hyrum smith were murdered in june 1844 more than sixty five
persons were members of the quorum of the anointed 30 following

heber C kimball 1845 1846 journal 21 december 1845 p 159 bennetts allegations regarding
the holy order sarah M pratt and a female masonic lodge appeared inin sangamojournalsangamonsangamo journal springfield
111 8 july 15 july 2 september 1842 pratts case isis described inin T edgar lyon orson pratt early
mormon leader masters thesis university of chicago 1932 ppap 34 44

jhc9hcHC 46044 604 presents minutes of the nauvoo female relief society which would seem to indicate
that as early as 28 april 1842 joseph smith had suggested that the women would one day receivereceive the
ordinances of the endowment and participate inin the prayer circle he spoke of delivering the keys of
the priesthood to the church and said that the faithful members 0of the relief society should receivereceive them inin
connection with their husbands that the saints whose integrity has been tried and proved faithful might know
how to ask the lord and recelzecelreceiveve an answer for according to his prayers god had appointed him else-
where however none of the italicized words inin this quote from the published history of the church
were in the original minutesminutes see nauvoo female relief society minutes p 37 church historicalHistoncal de
apartmentpartmentpart ment no document presently extant supports the conclusion that joseph smith suggested prior to
1843 that women would receivereceive the endowment and participate inin the prayer circle

alphabetical30alphabctical list of persons who were admitted to the quorum of the anointed during the life
timetime ofjosephof joseph smith and who participated with him inin weekly prayer circle meetings james adams
and wife mary almon W babbitt john M bernhiselBem hisel reynolds cahoon and wife thirzah william
clayton alpheus cutler and wife lois sister ellzabetheilzabethelizabeth 5 durfee joseph fielding and wife hannah
john P greene orson hyde and wife marinda nancy heber C kimball and wife vilate joseph C
kingsbury william law and wife jane cornelius P lott and wife permelia amasa M lyman will-
iam marks and wife mary catherine george miller and wife mary catherine isaac morley and wife
lucy fanny young murray william W phelps and wife sally orson pratt parley P pratt and wife
mary ann levi richards willard richards and wife jenetta sidney rigdon agnes C smith george
A smith and wife bathsheba hyrum smith and wife mary john smith and wife clarissa joseph
smith and wife emma lucy mack smith samuel H smith william smith orson spencer and wife
catherine john taylor and wife leonora mercy R fielding thompson newel K whitney and wife
elizabeth ann lyman wight wilford woodruff and wife phoebe lucien woodworth and wife
phebe brigham young and wife mary ann joseph young and wife clarissa see the brief record of
meetings of the anointed quorum the entries inin the wilford woodruffjournalwoodruff journal from 2 december
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the example of joseph and emma smith many of the members of
this group received the second anointing during the lifetime of jo-
seph smith to which president wilford woodruff publicly testi-
fied 31 others like sidney rigdon and orson pratt participated
alone and therefore did not receive the second anointing in con-
nection with a spouse male membership in the first prayer circle in-
cluded only the most prominent leaders of the church and king-
dom of god in most cases they were general authorities or
prominent in the bishopric of the church or leadership of the
nauvoo stake whereas the other men in the anointed quorum
who were still faithful to joseph smith in the spring of 1844 also
became members of the council of fifty 32

prior to the death of joseph smith it is significant that the fe-
male members of the quorum of the anointed were in nearly every
case the monogamous wives of the male members of the group ex-
ceptions were lucy mack smith the mother of joseph the prophet
and the widow of patriarch joseph smith sr agnes M coolbrith
smith the widow of joseph smiths brother don carlos fanny
young murray widowed sister ofofbrighambrigham young mercy R field-
ing thompson widowed sister in law of hyrum smith and sister
durfee who may have been the widow elizabeth davis brack-
enbury durfee aside from lucy mack smith the other four wo-
men were polygamous wives mercy fielding thompson was the plu-
ral wife of hyrum smith agnes coolbrith smith fanny young
murray and elizabeth davis durfee were identified in contemporary
and later sources as plural wives of the prophet joseph smith more-
over a special case was marinda nancy hyde who had been sealed in

1843 to 26 february 1844 the entries for september 1843 to may 1844 inin joseph smith jr journal inin
roberts history of the church and inin manuscript history of the church the entriesentries of 7 and 10 de
cember 1845 inin heber C kimball journal all the above manuscripts at church historical department
and the list of members of the quorum of the anointed inin the newel K whitney 1833451833 45 account
book inin box 6 folder 15 newel K whitney family collection special collections harold B lee
library brigham young university provo utah in the LDS genealogical library at salt lake city
microfilm 183371 of the nauvoo temple supplemental record of endowments isis a list on ppap
666766 67 of persons who received the endowment prior to 1845 only fifty three of the more than eighty
members of the 1843 45 anointed quorum are listed and most of the dates are inaccurate

young womenswomensjournaljournal 5 august 18945131894 513515 for contemporary evidence see wilford woodruff
journal 20 january 25 january 4 february 1844 and corresponding entries inin meetings of the
anointed quorum inin the manuscript history of the church inin HC 61816 181irlibi 96 inin history of joseph
smith lafterlatter day saints millennial star 2240622 406 455 586 and inin joseph smith jr journal

compare the list of members of the council of fifty inin 1844 as found inin hansen guestquestquestjorporforjor emp-
ireirelre p 223 with list inin fnan 30 above
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1842 to joseph smith as a plural wife but participated with her hus-
band orson in the holy order 3533

during the lifetime of joseph smith only about seventeen per-
cent of the women in the holy order were plural wives and little
more than one third of the men had married plural wives these
men and women of the holy order were a select group a religious
elite within the church yet plural marriage was a minority practice
among them scores of men and women were not allowed to par
ticipte in the holy order until after 1844 even though they had en-
tered into polygamy during the lifetime of joseph smith therefore
during the lifetime of joseph smith polygamy was only an append-
age to the highest order of the priesthood established on 28 sep-
tember 1843

this quorum or prayer circle practiced during the life of jo-
seph smith the ordinances that were subsequently administered in
LDS temples this is indicated in a fall 1844 journal entry by joseph
fielding brother in law of patriarch hyrum smith

when sidney rigdon had thus selected A party he taught them
those things which he had learned inin the quorum as itit isis called ieie a

company on whom joseph had conferred the endowment being
clothed inin garments and received the last dat siclhiclsic instructions that
joseph could give them being washed and anointed &cac these things
were to be kept sacred as itit was not to become a general thing till
the temple be finished rigdon was admitted there A short timetime be-

andrew33 jenson plural marriage historical record 6 may 188723318872531887 233235255 34 and joseph F smith
jr blood atonement and the origin of plural marriage salt lake city deseret news 1905 ppap
81 105 containcontain lists of the wiveswives of joseph smith as well as the affidavits of other men and women
who stated that they had entered intointo sanctioned plural marriages during the lifetime of ofjosephjoseph smith
agnes smith was shown as mrs A S inin the list of ofjosephjoseph smiths wiveswives inin john C bennett
the history of the saints or an enoseexpose ofjoeof joe smith and mormonism boston leland & whiting 1842

p 256 in 1892 a formal plural wife of william smith testified that when she married smith inin polygpoleg
amy inin 1843 she was living with agnes M smith who was at that time a plural wife ofjosephof joseph smith
this testimony was omitted from the abstract of evidence published by the reorganized church of
jesus christ of latter day saints see testimony of mary ann west inin U S circuit court ath8th circuit
testimony 1892 manuscript transcripts church historical department d 1160 box 1 folder 8

23 questions 676679676 679 and compare with complainants abstract of pleading and evidence temple
lot case lamoni iowa herald house 1893 ppap 381 82 elizabeth davis durfee was listed by

bennettsbennett s history of the saints as mrs D and she was identified elsewhere as a plural wife of
joseph smith see fawn M brodie no man knows my history the life ofjosephof joseph smith the mormon

prophet 2ndand ed rev new york alfred A knopf 1972 p 469 mrs durfee was sealed by proxy to
joseph smith for eternity under her maiden name elizabeth davis on 22 january 1846 inin the nauvoo
temple marinda nancy hyde was sealed to joseph smith inin february 1842 according to an entry inin
the joseph smith journal on the page following the entry for 14 july 1843 the best recent studies of
nauvoo polygamy are danel W bachman A study of the mormon practice of plural marriage before
the death ofjosephof joseph smith masters thesis purdue university 1975 and william lawrence foster
between two worlds the origins of shaker celibacy oneida community complex marriage and

mormon polygamy phdph D diss university of chicago 1976 ppap 189 360
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fore these troubles took place almost the last that was admitted as of
the writing of this entry at the end of 1844 34

the quorum of the anointed met for the true order of prayer and
for ordinance work at least weekly in four separate locations during
joseph smiths lifetime from september to november 1843 in the
front upper room of the mansion house from november to de-
cember 1843 in the southeast room of joseph smiths homestead
from december 1843 until june 1844 in the assembly room over
joseph smiths store and on a few occasions in january february
1844 in brigham youngs house after 1844 emma smith no longer
participated in the holy order and its meetings were held in the
homes or stores of other members of the anointed quorum atten-
dance at the prayer circle of the holy order varied from half a dozen
to forty persons at each meeting 35

although this first prayer circle organization of endowed persons
was called the quorum there is no evidence that the quorum of
the anointed functioned in any sense as a priesthood quorum in
governing administrative matters of the church and kingdom of
god it is true that male members of the anointed quorum often
met together for prayer meetings and to conduct administrative busi-
ness but in the context of these meetings it is obvious that these
men were acting in their capacity as church leaders or as members of
the political council of fifty had the quorum of the anointed it-
self been conducting church business then female members of the
ttquorumtt quorum would also have been involved which was not the case
even when male members of the anointed quorum conducted ad-
ministrative business they sometimes made a distinct separation be-
tween meeting in their church capacity to discuss administrative

3434josephjoseph fielding 1843 1859 journal ppap 636463 64 entry for ca fall of 1844 church historicalhistoncalHist oncal de-
partmentpart ment in addition ebenezer robinson an editor of the nauvoo Timetimestimesandlimesandsandand seasons who became
disaffected from the church and left nauvoo inin 1844 later wrote we here statescarestare a few facts which
came under our personal observation As early as 1843 a secret order was established inin nauvoo called
the HOLY ORDER the members of which were of both sexes inin which we were credibly informed
scenes were enacted representing the garden of eden and that members of that order were provided
with a peculiar under garment called a robe the return 12 april 18902521890 252 reprinted inin E cecil
mcgavin mormonism and masonry 4thath ed salt lake city bookcraft 1956 p 136

35forfor meeting places during joseph smiths lifetime see joseph smith journal 28 september 12

november 2 december 1843 22 january 27 january 12 may 1844 in heber C kimball 1844 45

journal are the following specific references 11 august 1844 we met inin the holly order at B young
I11 october 1844 had a meeting at my hous inin the evningeining of the holy order praid fore the sick and
fore the govner 26 january 1845 inin the evningeining the holly preasthoodPreasthood meet over elder parley P
pratt store elder page relievedrecievedReci eved his admitenceadmi tence inin to the holy order 20 march 1845 the holly order
met inin the evningeining at B nobles 4 april 1845 last evningeining the holly order met at W richards we felt
the bawor of god 29 october 1845 the brethren of the holy order met at john taylors morning
and evening for prayer
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matters and meeting as the quorum of anointed to have a prayer
circle about the matters discussed for example on 25 june 1845
five apostles and the two general bishops of the church met to dis-
cuss letters from william smith and general jonathan dunham
they ended their meeting at noon and reconvened three hours later
with two other members of the anointed quorum to hold a prayer
circle in which they prayed about the letters discussed at the earlier
meeting the difference between priesthood council and the function
of the holy order was distinct 36

the clearest evidence that the quorum of the anointed or holy
order was not a governing council in the church and kingdom of
god can be seen in a crucial incident that occurred on 11 december
1845 in the nauvoo temple the men and women of the anointed
quorum conducted a prayer circle in the celestial room of the
temple and after we got through president young called the fol-
lowing persons into hebersaebers room viz H C kimball P P pratt J
taylor 0 hyde john E page george A smith amasa lyman
newel K whitney george miller and wm clayton brigham
young presented to them a letter from samuel brannan which in-
dicated there would be opposition by the US government to the
movement of the latter day saints from nauvoo into the western
regions the men eight apostles the two general bishops of the
church and the clerk discussed this serious matter prayed in the
true order about it and after we got through there was a unani-
mous feeling that the lord would answer our prayers and defeat our
enemies prest young said we should go away from here in peace in
spite of our enemies 03371137333737

if the anointed quorum had been a governing council then it
would have been presented with this potentially disastrous informa-
tion and would have discussed and prayed about it instead brigham
young dismissed the quorum of the anointed and called together
only the apostles the general bishops and a clerk for the meeting
moreover eight members of the council of fifty were excluded from
this crucial meeting even though they had participated in the prayer
circle of the anointed quorum immediately prior to the priesthood
council 38 all available evidence shows that the holy orders only

31heberheber C kimball 1840 1845 journal 25 june 1845

haberhcber C kimball 1845 1846 journal 11 december 1845 manuscript history of the church 11

december 1845 HC 7544
the38tbe members of the council of fifty who participated in the prayer circle of the quorum of the

anointed but who were not invited to this important meeting immediately thereafter were alpheus
cutler isaac morley orson spencer joseph young cornelius P lott john smith john M bemhiselBemhisel

john D lee and william W phelps debercheberhebercHeberCC kimball 1845 1846 journal 11 december 1845
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administrative function pertained to the conduct of the endowment
ordinances from 1843 to 1845 for example on 14 december 1845
the anointed quorum voted to sustain the rules brigham young
had presented to them for the future conduct of temple ordinances 39

having thus conferred the keys and form of the true order of
prayer joseph smith apparently also authorized members of the
anointed quorum to practice the order of prayer apart from the rest
of the prayer circle while heber C kimball was campaigning for
joseph smiths presidential candidacy in washington DC he re-
corded in his journal on 6 june 1844 last nite I1 clothed my self
and offerdefferd up the sines of the holy preasthoodPreasthood and called one the
nam of the lord he hurd me fore my heart was mad comfortable
and a month later he and apostle lyman wight obtained con-
firmationfirmation of the actuality of the martyrdom in answer to the order of
prayer 40

during the life of joseph smith the limited membership of the
anointed quorum tended naturally to make its members feel that
they were part of a spiritual elite after the death of joseph smith
the perils of mob action and apostasy combined to cause the apostles
and other leading men of the anointed quorum to decide on 9 au-
gust 1844 to add no new members quorum was conversed
about voted no women men to be admitted in the quorum till
times will permit 114141 both the camaraderie and isolation of the mem-
bers of the holy order during this period are indicated in a letter of
wilford woodruff to heber C kimball on 12 may 1845 please
remember me to all of the holy quorum I1 should esteem it a
great favour to meet occasionally with you or even to meet with any
one who had received their endowment 2142114242

the membership of the holy order was temporarily restricted
because as joseph fielding had written in 1844 joseph smith in-
tended the endowment not to become a general thing till the
temple be finished apparently no new members were admitted be-
tween 14 may 1844 and 25 january 1845 existing evidence indicates
that only fifteen persons joined the holy order from january to de-
cember 1845

in contrast to the composition of those admitted to the holy

391ibid391bidbid 14 december 1845
4heberhebergheber C kimball 1844 1845 journal 6 june and 12 july 1844
4willardwillardhwillard richards journal 9 august 1844 church histonhistoricali calcai department
woodruff4woodruffdwoodruff to kimball 12 may 1845 heber C kimball papers parentheses in the original
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order during the lifetime of joseph smith most of the 1845 addi-
tions to the quorum of the anointed gave obvious prominence to
the practice of plural marriage louisa beaman eliza R snow and
olive G frost had been sealed as plural wives to joseph smith dur-
ing his lifetime and after his death were married for time to brig-
ham young prior to these three womens joining brigham young in
the holy order in 1845 zina D huntington jacobs had been sealed
to joseph smith in 1841 and she apparently joined the prayer circle
of the holy order in 1845 lucy decker married brigham young as
his first plural wife in 1842 and she joined him in the anointed
quorum in 1845 her mother harriet page wheeler decker was
sealed in polygamy to brigham youngs brother in 1843 and joined
the holy order in 1845 sometime after her daughter was admitted
sarah ann whitney kingsbury and sylvia P sessions lyon had been
sealed in plural marriage to joseph smith in 1842 and were admitted
to the holy order in 1845 about the same time that they were also
sealed for time to heber C kimball apostle kimballsKimballs daughter
helen mar kimball another plural wife of joseph smith also en-
tered the holy order in 1845 joseph B noble had performed the
first polygamous marriage at nauvoo when he sealed his wifescifes sister
louisa beaman to joseph smith and both brother noble and his
wife mary adeline entered the holy order in 1845 brigham
youngs effort to institutionalize the practice of plural marriage is
reflected in the fact that of the fifteen persons admitted to the holy
order in 1845 nine were women who had entered plural marriage
with the sanction of the prophetjosephprophet joseph smith 43

43heberheber C kimball 1844 45 journal 25 26 january 20 21 march 17 april 2 may 31 july 1845
and zina D huntington jacobs diary 3 july 1845 both at church historical department and the list
of members of the holy order inin newel K whitneyswhimeyswhitneytWhitWhi neysmeys 1833 45 account book harold B lee Ilibrarylibrary
BYU aside from those listed inin the text the above sources also show that john E page and his wife
mary charles hyde and mariamanamarla L tanner lyman also entered the holy order inin 1845 whitneytwhitneysWhit neys rec
ord presents the list of members inin a manner that corresponds with the dates the individuals or couples
according to the husbands entry date were admitted intointo the holy order with the last verified ad-

missionmission prior to the martyrdom being that of lyman wight on 14 may 1844 following wights name
are the names of thirteen persons and the first seven of these names inin whitneyswhitneytWhitneys list seem to corre-
spond to the entriesentries for 25 26 january 1845 inin heber C kimballsKimballs journal the last name inin whitneyswhitneytWhitneys
list isis mrs noble which would date his list about 20 march 1845 when kimballsKimballs journal shows that
the holy order met at the home of josephofjoseph B noble married women inin whitneyswhitneytWhitneys list are indicated by
the surname only and two of these mrs entries are smudged so that the surnames cannot be deci-
phered even though other partially smudged names inin the list can be deciphered it isis possible that
these unreadable entries refer to mrs lyman and mrs jacobs the entry date for mary L lyman is not
certain for none of the other manuscript sources presently available about the holy order mention her
until 17 april 1845 when the kimball journal refers to her receiving the second anointing with her
husband amasa amasa lyman was shown as an early member of the holy order by entries inin the
joseph smith journal for 28 september and 12 october 1843 but he was not named again inin any
available source about the holy order until 26 january 1845 when his own journal indicates he attend-
ed a meeting of the anointed quorum serious illness a proseproselyringproselytinglyring missionmission and change of residence
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the exclusiveness of the holy order was soon to give way to
the general admission of worthy latter day saints to the endowment
ceremonies in december 1845 male members of the quorum of the
anointed met for prayer circle in the nauvoo temple on 29 novem-
ber 30 november and 5 december 1845 and at the later meeting it
was decided

on sunday morning at 9 oclock all of the holy order will assemble
fore prairbrair and council our wives will come and bertackpertack with us the
sacrament will be administered the sacrament sic and spend the
day in those thingthingssl that the spirrit shall teach this was the advise of
president B young I1 w4witiwa this gave great joy to our wimmen 444

when forty two members of the anointed quorum met on sunday
morning 7 december 1845 it was with a sense of pride that heber
C kimball recorded the following persons are members of the
holy order of the holy preasthoodPreasthood having recievedrelievedRecieved it in the life
time of joseph and hirum the prophets 3145114545

from this time onward the membership restrictions that had
been imposed on the prayer circle of the holy order gradually end-
ed on 7 december 1845 elder B young said this quorum should
meet here evry sabath and take the sacrament exactly one hun-
dred persons were newly endowed in the nauvoo temple from 11
december to 13 december 1845 but only four of these new people
joined the sunday prayer circle of the holy order on 14 december
1845 on 21 december forty five additional persons less than a
tenth of the newly endowed attended the prayer circle of the
anointed quorum and were formed into two concentric prayer cir-
cles on 28 december 1845 about 200 persons were present clothed
in priestly garments A circle was formed composed of about 20

kept amasa lyman from nauvoosNauvoos meetings otof the holy order zina H jacobs was attending a weekly
prayer meeting prior to february 1845 that did not involve the holy order and which was apparently
for the purpose of conventional prayer Sseee her diary 23 january 1845 where a brother house not a
member of the holy order according to whitneytwhitneysWhitneys list for this period took charge of the prayer meet-
ing she was attending an event that would never have occurred in the holy order where apostles
attended and presided each week the entry in the diary of zina huntington jacobs for 3 july 1845
however seems to refer coto a meeting of the holy order at the thursday prayer meeting father john
smith made some evelentexelent remarks concerning the priesthood prayer endowments &cac if the smudged
names of the two married women on whitneytwhitneysWhitneys list do not refer to mrs lyman who definitely joined
the holy order at least by april 1845 or to mrs jacobs who may have done so by july 1845 then at
least two persons admitted to the anointed quorum prior to december 1845 are unidentified data on
these 1845 additions to the holy order have been cross checked with the findings of another researcher
andrew ehat

heber C kimball 184518461845 1846 journal 5 december 1845
45ibidibid p 35 7 december 1845
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persons most of whom had received the ordinances and been admit-
ted to the first quorum at a previous time therefore the exclusive-
ness of the holy orders special prayer circle was temporarily pre-
served in december 1845 by admitting only about ten percent of
those who were being endowed for the first time in the nauvoo
temple by january 1846 several thousand persons had been en-
dowed and it was no longer possible for the single prayer circle of
the holy order to exist even by restricting its membership to ten
percent of those who were endowed on sunday 4 january 1846
there was no meeting of the anointed quorumsQu orums prayer circle on
account of the floor being not stiff enough to support so large a

company as would have come in without swaying too much 114646

thousands of persons received the endowment in the nauvoo
temple and they became full members of the quorum of the
anointed in this regard heber C kimball told some newly en-
dowed persons in 1846 that it is necessary for all who have been

through the temple to meet in quorum in order to become familiar
with the signs and tokens because they are the keys of the priest-
hood in this thesevenththe SEVENTH dispensation 1147the47 the holy order or the
quorum of the anointed organized by joseph smith in 1843 had at
last achieved its ultimate purpose of including in its membership all
the worthy latter day saints who could receive the temple endow-
ment those who had been privately introduced into the holy order
during the lifetime of joseph smith would continue to feel a special
attachment and status but the sense of distinction and elitism that
had characterized the holy order during the period 1842 to 1845
was now available to all endowed persons

an odd result of the expansion of the anointed quorum to in-
clude all latter day saints was the altered status of women in prayer
circle meetings after 1845 the anointed quorum organized by jo-
seph smith had included both men and women but stopped its sepa-
rate meetings in december 1845 heber C kimball indicated on 21

december 1845 that women could continue to participate with men

ibid ppap 7 11 14 21 and 28 december 1845 4 january 1846
47catherine lewis narrative of some of the proceedings of the momonsmormonscomons lynn mass catherine lewis

1848 p 11 italics added she was relating her own observations of the teachings and practices of the
iatterlatterlarter day saints at nauvoo where she received the endowment in the temple under the direction of
apostle kimball in whose home she lived in utah the phrase endowment company was substituted
for the use of quorum to designate persons participating in the endowment ceremony also by the
1870s in utah LDS leaders had so long discontinued the earlier use of holy order that they used the
term to describe the economic united order and to refer to polygamy seesec remarks of brigham young
and erastus snow in james G bleak annals of the southern utah mission book B typed p 221
and book C MS 15 december 1878 church historical department
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in separate prayer circle meetings when he stated to newly endowed
persons the sisters ought not to gather together in schools to pray
unless their husbands or some man be with them 2148114848 nevertheless1148nevertheless

the available records of the special and ecclesiastical prayer circles
from the 1850s to the 1950s describe only one instance in which wo-
men met with their husbands in prayer circle meetings A meeting of
the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve apostles in jan-
uary 1896 shows that it was the policy after 1846 to exclude women
from mens prayer circle meetings

I1

the subject of permission to the sisters to meet inin prayer circles
was discussed as the question had been asked whether it would be
right or whether they could be permitted to meet with their husbands
in a prayer circle seeing that sisters had been admitted to prayer circles
inin the nauvoo temple it was shown however that on such occasions
it was for the purpose of teaching the order of prayer as it is now the
custom inin the temples it was decided that if the sisters desired to
meet for prayer they could do so as members and officersofofficersofficersofof relief so-
cieties in their regular places of meeting but that it would not be ad-
visable for them to meet at circles or to participate in prayer circle
meetings 49

so far as the records of mens prayer circles exist there was one occa-
sion in 1958 when elder joseph fielding smith authorized members
of the newly organized smithfield utah stake prayer circle to in-
clude their wives in a prayer circle meeting once a year 50 from the
records in the LDS church archives it would seem that in both the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries after 1846 it was uncommon for
women to participate with their husbands in prayer circle meetings
that convened apart from the endowment ceremony this policy
perhaps unintentionally restricted the status of women

despite the disapproval of womens joining their husbands in
prayer circle meetings there is evidence that latter day saint women
in the nineteenth century met in their own prayer circles it appears
that under the direction of eliza R snow female members of the
church met for prayer circle during the pioneer exodus and in the
utah settlements 51 although this was not in accord with heber C

deberchebercC kimball 1845 1846 journal 21 december 1845
49journal history of the church 30 january 1896 p 2 church historical department

5osmithfieldsmithfield utah stake prayer circle minutes 25 may and 1 november 1958 church historical
department

5 the eliza R snow journals for 1847 1849 at the henry E huntington library san marino cali-
fornia make many references to her attending prayer meetings with the sisters of the church in a

conversation with hugh nibley on 28 march 1975 he said that his mother had participated in a relief
society prayer circle organized by eliza R snow in utah
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KimkimbalpskimballsKimbbailsbalisballsalPs 1845 instructions such practice appears to have had priest-
hood sanction at least in some cases in 1893 for example a general
authority and member of the salt lake temple presidency approved
the prayer circle meeting of some sisters in preparation for the re-
baptism of a sister the sisters quite a number came to have a

prayer meeting so bro john r1raR winder took us up to the elders
room where there was an altar around which we knelt aunt zina
young being mouth and the rest repeating after her I1 was then

baptized frank armstrong officiating 52 even after the decision of
the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve in january 1896
advising against relief society prayer circle meetings some ward rel-
ief societies continued holding occasional prayer circles

we then attended a prayer meeting in the afternoon of the relief
society all the sisters are members of our society was presant at this
meeting but one member all of us fasting that day and part of us hav-
ingingkeptkept our fast for two days that the lord would hear our prayers
that me and cecelia would be healed

we knelt in three different prayer circles then I1 offered up a pray-
er by my self I1 felt if the lord would heal me I1 would devote the
remainder of my days to his service 13

rarely privileged to join their husbands in the separate prayer circle
meetings after 1846 latter day saint women also discontinued even
occasional relief society prayer circles by the early twentieth century

during the five years after the saints departure from nauvoo
separate prayer circles appear to have been restricted to a few eccle-
siasticalsias tical and administrative units the elders seventies high priests
and high council had separate prayer circle meetings in the nauvoo
temple and it is possible that they continued to do so during the
exodus to utah and the establishment of church headquarters there
the only groups for which existing records show a pattern of prayer
circle meetings between 1846 and 1851 were the council of fifty and
the combined first presidency and quorum of the twelve
apostles 54

52marymary ann freeze diary 19 september 1893 harold B lee library BYU
53 53hannahhannah adeline savage journal p 25 7 may 1896 church historical department also diary of

lucy hannah white flake 1 march 1895 harold B lee library BYU
willard richards may august 1846 journal 30 may 1846 p 42 william claytonaclaytonsClay tons journal ppap

40 203 for the meetings of elders seventies and high priests prayer circles in the nauvoo temple see
HC 7390 552 54 and heber C kimball 1845 1846 journal after entry for 11 december 1845
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SPECIAL PRAYER CIRCLES 1851 1929

in 1851 the conduct of prayer circle meetings was restructured in
a manner reminiscent of the anointed quorum organized by joseph
smith in 1843 beginning in february 1851 a separate prayer circle
was organized in salt lake city for each day of the week but admis-
sion was not according to ones membership in any particular priest-
hood quorum or organization the presidents of these nightly prayer
circles in 1851 were sunday william C staines monday john
young tuesday albert P rockwood wednesday william snow
thursday norton jacobs friday james fife and saturday heman
hyde although a member of the first council of seventy albert P
rockwood was the president of the tuesday evening prayer circle
only two other members of the first council of seventy were mem-
bers of his circle whereas five bishops of salt lake city wards were
admitted to his circle this mixing of ecclesiastical positions in the
membership of the salt lake city prayer circles of 1851 suggests that
when a man was appointed president of one of these special prayer
circles he could recommend for membership anyone worthy of such
opportunity regardless of ecclesiastical position 55 for ease of identi-
ficationfi these circles will be denominated here as special prayer cir-
cles in contrast to ecclesiastical prayer circles where membership was
determined by church position

the special prayer circles of the 1850s were not restricted to salt
lake city or even to utah although data are insufficient to identify
the locations of all special prayer circles during this period it is pos-
sible that they were functioning in each of the major mormon settle-
ments established in the american west the mormon colony in
san bernardino california and the st louis missouri stake were
both far distant from church headquarters yet the former had a

prayer circle as early as 1854 and the latter organized a prayer circle
in 1857 5616

the tendency for special prayer circles to include men of various
quorums of the priesthood as well as men not presiding in any of-
fice was also reflected where it might be least expected in the prayer
circle of the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve

55 55attendanceattendance rolls of these prayer circles 1851 1853 at church historical department cataloguercataloguedcatalogued
either under the name of their president or being transferred to the prayer circle collection from the
utah territorial collection at church historical department

san bernardinomardinoBe mission 1852 1855 journal entries beginning 23 april 1854 amasa M lyman
papers church historical department erastus snow journal 9 february 1857 church historical de-
partmentpart ment
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apostles which also met on sundays the 1853 1854 rolls for ex-
ample show that in addition to the first presidency and the quo-
rum of the twelve the circle membership included edward hunter
the presiding bishop jedediah M grant and daniel H wells
prior to their becoming counselors in the first presidency joseph

young a member of the first council of seventy thomas bull-
ock truman 0 angell nathaniel H felt william W phelps ed-
win D woolley albert carrington levi richards and isaac mor-
ley 57 whether presided over by a general authority or by another
priesthood member these special prayer circles made it possible for
men to fellowship in this sacred ordinance who were united in ways
other than by membership in a particular priesthood quorum

the basic structure of these special nightly prayer circles re-
mained intact until 1858 on 25 july 1858 wilford woodruff re-
corded in his journal the next development in the history of the
prayer circles the presidency wished the twelve to get up a com-
pany each one of them to form a prayer circle 58 whether every
member of the quorum of the twelve in 1858 became president of
his own prayer circle is not presently certain but available records
show that the following members of the quorum organized their
own salt lake city circles in 1858 john taylor wilford woodruff
george A smith ezra T benson erastus snow and charles C
rich the prayer circles of these six men and that of the combined
first presidency and quorum of the twelve on sunday night ac-
counted for one special prayer circle each night of the week mem-
bers of the quorum of the twelve continued to act as presidents of
special prayer circles for seventy years

although apostles were made presidents of these special prayer
circles after 1858 non general authorities continued to preside over
other such circles these special prayer circles like those organized in
1851 were independent of stake or quorum organization contempor-
ary with the prayer circles after 1858 that were presided over by
apostles additional special circles met in the salt lake endowment
house presided over by such men as edwin D woolley joseph
homehorne alonzo H raleigh john D T mcallister amos M musser
elijah F sheets jeter clinton james W cummings samuel W
richards elias smith edward snelgrove and george C lambert

57 sunday57sunday prayer circle of president brigham young and the quorum of the twelve record of
attendance 1853 1854 being transferred from the utah territorial collection to the prayer circle col-
lection

58 58wilfordwilford woodruffjournalwoodruff journal 25 july 1858
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occasionally a non general authority became president of a special
prayer circle when an apostle had to resign the presidency because of
a church calling thus joseph hornehome took over the presidency of
john taylors prayer circle in 1882 in view of president taylors re-
sponsibilities as president of the church and jeter clinton took over
the circle of erastus snow in 1862 when the latter received a mission
call 59

whether presided over by an apostle or by a man with lesser
priesthood jurisdiction the operation of these special prayer circles
was the same established by the authority of the first presidency
the prayer circle was actually organized by either a member of that
body or of the quorum of the twelve prospective members were
nominated by the president and current members of the circle after
being unanimously voted on by the prayer circle members the
names of prospective members were recommended to the first presi-
dency for approval once approved by the first presidency the men
were admitted

in 1851 these special prayer circles met in dedicated rooms of
residences but subsequently convened in the lion house or in the
salt lake endowment house 1855 1889 in the gardo house or
private residences 1889 1893 and in the salt lake temple
1893 1929 in some cases prayer circles distant from a temple met

in residences rather than in chapels it was common for the circle
president to admit his relatives since these special prayer circles in-
cluded men irrespective of priesthood calling moreover these special
prayer circles often included men from various wards and stakes in
the salt lake valley men were released from a special prayer circle
only in the event of unwillingness to attend regularly or if they
ceased to be members of the church in good standing

it was a distinct honor to be a member of such a prayer circle
but it was an honor denied to thousands of worthy men who resided
both inside and outside the salt lake valley by 1929 the growing
membership of the church had highlighted the inequity of having
such special prayer circles for the privileged few because of their in-
creasing exclusiveness special prayer circles were discontinued by the
first presidency in 1929 on 29 march 1929 apostle james E tal-
mage explained this decision to his own prayer circle

59seesee the prayer circle rolls in church historical department cataloguercataloguedcatalogued according to name of the
president of the circle or located in the prayer circle collection
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bro talmagetaimage acknowledged the benefit of the administration he
received last week he also explained the history of the organization
and carrying on of prayer circles both in and out of the temple and
then explained that itit was decided by the first presidency and council
of the twelve that all special circles would hereafter be discontinued

he explained that membership in circles was of necessity a special
privilege which of necessity couldnt be extended to all who were
worthy and might desire membership whereas the temple ordinance
work which is of greater importance and included the circle ceremony
is available to every worthy latter day saint who desires to avail him-
self of the advantadvantagadvantageage 60

the inequality of these special circles was reduced inin the ecclesiastical
prayer circles that continued to exist in the stakes and wards of the
LDS church after 1929

ecclesiastical PRAYER CIRCLES 1845 1978

although the high council of the nauvoo stake had a separate
prayer circle as early as december 1845 the history of subsequent
stake circles is incomplete due to an absence of records in the LDS
church archives available records indicate the existence of stake
prayer circles for only ten percent of the stakes that were organized
during the period for which stake prayer circle records can be found
nevertheless sufficient information about stake prayer circles is
available to provide a general outline of their history

stake prayer circles have continued to be organized down to the
mid twentieth century A recent formation of a stake prayer circle
occurred on 8 december 1957 when elders joseph fielding smith
and mark E petersen organized the smithfield utah stake prayer
circle other stake prayer circles may have been established in more
recent times although provo utah stake had a prayer circle al-
most immediately after the stake was formed in 1939 other stakes
indicate the opposite trend in most instances a prayer circle was not
begun until the stake had existed several years 61

these delays in forming stake prayer circles may have derived
from two factors oftentimes the first presidency and the council of
the twelve considered organizing stake prayer circles only after a for-
mal request for that privilege had been made by the stake president

james E talmage prayer circle minutes 1912 1929 29 march 1929 church historical depart-
ment james E talmage journal 29 march 1929 harold B lee library BYU

61seesecscesee the records ofjuab bear lake sevier summit wasatch maricolamaricopaMaricopa st joseph and smithfield
stake prayer circles church historical department cataloguercataloguedcatalogued according to the current name of the
stakes and compare to the datesdares the stakes were organized
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if the president of the stake did not feel inclined to have a prayer
circle such an organization was usually not imposed upon his juris-
diction by the general authorities moreover there also seemed to
be a preference for having a current or former temple worker as a
member of the stake prayer circle this may have been the primary
reason for the delays in forming stake prayer circles

membership in the stake prayer circles was determined by ones
position in the stake but this criterion varied from stake to stake
some stakes included only the stake presidency high council and
stake clerk it was more common however for the stake circle to
include the stake presidency high council stake clerks patriarchs
and high priest quorum presidency the largest known stake prayer
circle was that of the alberta canada stake which in the
1948 1950 period had more than eighty members including the pre-
viously mentioned officers plus all ward bishopricsbishoprickbishoprics seventies presi-
dents and seminary teachers of the stake 6261 even though the officers
to be included varied between stakes the inequalities of the special
prayer circles were avoided by making membership in the ecclesiasti-
cal prayer circle a result of ones position in the stake rather than by
the choice of the prayer circle president and members with mem-
bership established on the basis of stake position entry and release
from the prayer circle automatically reflected each mans tenure in
church positions

in addition to stake prayer circles ecclesiastical prayer circles
have been conducted by wards priesthood quorums eg the salt
lake stake elders quorum 1893 1929 and by temple presidenciespresiden cies
and temple workers usually these ecclesiastical prayer circles even
in local wards were organized by members of the first presidency or
the quorum of the twelve apostles for example on 18 december
1880 the president of the church his counselors and two apostles
organized prayer circles in each of the ogden utah wards 63never63 nevert-
helesstheless the presence of an apostle was not always required since in
1937 edward J wood president of the alberta canada stake and
president of the cardstonbardstonCardston temple organized a prayer circle in the
hillspringHillspring ward 64the64 the number of ward prayer circles is not readily
apparent but in 1900 apostle reed smoot said 1 I hope that there
will not be a ward but what will have a prayer circle inaugurated for

62aibertaalberta canada stake prayer circle minutes 1948 1950 church historical department
63robert mcquarrie 1845 1887 journal 18 december 1880 p 435 church historical department
journal history 2 may 1937 p 8
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it is a strength to the church 316511651165with65 with such encouragement it isis
probable that ward prayer circles have been as common by propor-
tion as stake circles

whether a man became a member of a prayer circle by virtue of
his ecclesiastical position or by the choice of a special prayer circle a

question remains as to whether there were any special requirements
for membership the example of the juab utah stake prayer circle
is probably representative when that prayer circle was organized in
1880 the following questions were asked of each member

1 do you strive to live the principles of righteousness according
to the requirements in the bible book of mormon and doctrine and
covenants

2 do you pay your tithing and offerings according to your cov-
enants agreeable to the law of god and the requirements of the holy
priesthood

3 are you striving to pay all your just debts that you may owe
no man anything according to the exhortation of the apostle

4 do you strive to magnify your calling have family and secret
prayer and sustain faithfully the presiding priesthood by your vote
faith and prayers

5 are you willing to consecrate your time talents and means for
the upbuildingbuildingup of the kingdom of god and the establishment of his
righteousness to cease to speak evil find fault and all manner of un-
righteousness

6 have you any hard feelings or bitterness in your bosom to any-
one or is there any of the undersignedundersignerunder signed whom you could not meet with
in a prayer circle66circle 66

it is to be noted that despite the emphasis by the LDS church lead-
ership on entering into plural marriage during the 1880s there is no
evidence that membership in the prayer circle elite was dependent in
any way upon entering into mormonismsMormoni sms polygamous elite nevert-
helesstheless prospective members of prayer circles were cautioned that
they must believe in all gospel principles as indicated in the 1909
instructions of apostle francis M lyman to a ward prayer circle

also that members must believe in every principle of the gospel
spoke especially on the principle of plural marriage said that members
should be firm believers in the principle but it was to be clearly under-
stood that the carrying out of the principle was in abeyance at the pres-
ent time 67

juab utah stake prayer circle minutes 189819141898 1914 book 21 october 1900 p 34 church hist-

orical department
66 ibid 1880 1887 book loose pages at front of book punctuation added

john M whitaker 190819101908 1910 memorandum book 7 november 1909 john M whitaker papers

western americana J willard marriott library university of utah salt lake city utah
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A more recent summary of the requirements for membership in a

prayer circle states they should be men who are true tried active
devoted strong in testimony integrity faithful honest obedient
submissive prayerful loyal sustain authority without hard feelings
and without guile whose houses are in order 116868 having complied
with the requirements of worthiness members of prayer circles met
weekly biweekly or monthly as the particular circle might choose

PURPOSES OF THE PRAYER CIRCLE

at a minimum the prayer circles have been for the observance of
the true order of prayer but additional activities have also been con-
ducted in prayer circle meetings As discussed previously the first or-
ganized prayer circle was a vehicle for the administration of the
anointing and endowment ceremonies of the priesthood from 1843

to 1845 this facet of organized prayer circles was of short duration
but other activities characterized prayer circle meetings throughout
their history in the church at these meetings it was often custom-
ary to consecrate bottles of oil for the anointing of the sick 69 prayer
circle meetings from the days of joseph smith to the present have
also been occasion for testimony bearing and discussion of bisicbasic inin-
spirationalspi rational gospel doctrine 70 in addition prayer circles were occa-
sions where participants covenanted to live more fully certain com-
mandmentsmand ments 771I1 rarely has extensive church business been conducted
in connection with the prayer circle meeting the exceptions to this
being the prayer circle meetings of the first presidency and the
council of the twelve those of the council of fifty and those of
the salt lake stake

it might be wondered whether the prayer circle is intended to be
a means of summoning special revelations or manifestations the pri-
mary purpose of any prayer is to commune with god and to receive

requirements and instructions for setting up prayer circles inin stakes undated typed docu-
ment d4564 church historical department

61forpor for example on 17 december 1845 seven men participated inin a prayer circle inin the nauvoo
temple for the purpose of dedicating and consecrating forty five bottles of oil for use inin temple ordi-
nances debercheberhebercC kimball 184518461845 1846 journal 17 december 1845

wilford woodruffjoumalwoodruff journal 7 january 1844 mrs woodruff and myself met with the quorum
and we had an interesting timerimetime of instruction I1 spoke during the day upon the relationship that we
sustained towards our progenitors & posterity inin the resurrection of the dead salt lake utah stake
prayer circle record 1904 1920 p 8 on april 5 1905 itit was decided that at each meeting of the
prayer circle held thereafter or until other arrangements should be made a member of the circle should

give an address on a sectionsection of the book of doctrine and covenants
heber C kimball 1840 45 journjournalalj 24 july 1845 the holly order met at the usual place for

brairprair and willard richards journal for 24 july 1845 N4 PM prayer meeting after which the quor-

um agreed to take no more snuff & tobacco for 6 weeks
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the instruction and influence of god under difficult circumstances
faithful persons may seek special manifestations of gods power as
on 9 june 1844 when vilate kimball wrote to her husband that the
weather at nauvoo had been so cold and wet that newel K
whitney and dr john M bernhisel thought the anointed quorum
needed to assemble to ask the lord to change the weather to avoid
an epidemic of sickness among the sainsaintsts 72 also with the approval
of the prophet joseph smith the members of the 1835183318531855 school of the
prophets joined in prayer for a special visionary manifestation 73

according to the will of the lord divine manifestations may ac-
company or follow prayer but there is little evidence that the order
of prayer observed in prayer circles was intended to summon special
manifestations in fact there is at least one occasion in which mem-
bers of a prayer circle were admonished not to seek such signs on
22 march 1846 samuel W richards recorded in his journal that in
the prayer circle of his seventies quorum it was proposed that we
pray for the prophet joseph to come into our midst and converse
with us the uncomfortable similarity between such an act and a

spiritualistic seance was apparent and it was decided by the presi-
dent that we had no right to pray for that thing and all was again
right 1174111474 obviously a prayer circle may result in divine manifestation
of a spectacular nature but the available records concerning prayer
circles indicate that rarely is such a manifestation sought

the purposes of the prayer circle are outlined in a recent instruc-
tion from the LDS authorities

the purpose of the prayer circle the true order of prayer get
close to the lord spirits drawn out to god and his son hearts
humble contrite and at peace soften hearts of participants and draws
them near to god perfect love and harmony pray for the sick pray
for the advancement of the lords work with his blessings upon the
people and his leaders 75

for men who were generally unable to attend religious instruc-
tion in priesthood quorums and sunday schools due to adminis-
trative assignments the special and ecclesiastical prayer circle meet-
ings were opportunities to receive the spiritual instruction that was
paradoxically denied to them by their church callings moreover the

vilatekimballVilatevilace kimball to heber C kimball 9 june 1844 continued as a letter dated 24 june 1844

church historical department
73seesecsee fnan ig19 above

samuel W richardsjournalrichards journal 22 march 1846 church historical department
requirements and instructions for setting up prayer circles church historical department
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prayer circles encouraged the bonds of fellowship and loyalty natural-
ly expected of men who served in church leadership although the
organized prayer circles may have given the impression of a church
within achua acchurchrchach they provided a great spiritual strength to thou-
sands of priesthood leaders during the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies 7671

the conducting of separate prayer circles has continued until re-
cently in some wards and stakes however on 3 may 1978 the first
presidency announced that all prayer circles except those conducted
as part of the endowment ceremony in the temples were to be imme-
diately discontinued As the number of stakes in the LDS church
reached nearly a thousand the council of the first presidency and
the quorum of twelve apostles decided that it would be too diffi-
cult to comply with all the requests for new prayer circles 77

athe6thethe estimate of thousands is not extreme in view of the fact that the published history of a
single prayer circle lists 286 members see history of the elders quorum prayer circle salt lake city
189319291893 1929

7 spencer W kimball N eldon tanner and marion G romney to all stake presidents and bish-
ops 3 may 1978 A comment about this announcement appears in update sunstone 3 julyouly august
197861978 6
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