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There is too much fear among us that should a Church leader be
found to be human, that might suggest a lack of inspiration. But
the truer history of the Church can make the Latter-day Saints
live more happily with their religion and their leaders. Of a score
of Church friends of wide range of education who have talked
with me about the book, all have voiced delight with the book and
its approaches.

Notwithstanding the decided “passing grade” given the book,
it falls short of our higher expectations. There is little by way of
description, analysis, or explanation. There 1s a failure to show
causes sufficiently, interrelationships of events, impacts of major
world events on Church affairs (in detail). There is seldom an
attempt to explain the hows and whys. The event is named and
then commented upon. There is no buildup from certain develop-
ments to a climax, even to a speech, or a declaration of importance.
Apparently each event reported just happened.

There is always a problem of balance in a broad survey such
as this, but a strict structural plan of the whole would have
saved all sorts of troubles. Drawing the plan might take as much
time as doing the research or the writing, and it would have
needed to be revised from time to time to meet the problems
of creating the final essay. While this book has a general plan
(history determined that), it is obvious that the details were not
planned against the available space. How are we to account for
such a small portion of the book devoted to Church doctrine and
teaching? For instance, Mormon revelation is discussed most
fully in the paragraphs defending the Manifesto as a revelation.
Does not the visitation of Moses, Elias, and Elijah in the Kirtland
Temple deserve more than one sentence (p. 101, repeated on
p. 166) ?

The authors seem not to know quite what to do with religion,
Church institutions, and practices. Treatments of these subjects
are tacked onto other discussions. There is little or no disposition
toward theological exposition. There is no delineation of the Mot-
mon faith, as a whole, or as fundamental beliefs and practices
were enlarged from time to time as the Restoration proceeded.
There is little attempt at anything like a history of institutions.
Nor is there any particular attempt to get inside the religious
practice and life of the Latter-day Saints at any period—the wor-
ship, Church services, and Church activities.

“The growth of the Church from an obscure religion to one
of worldwide magnitude is one of the themes of this volume”
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(p. 3). But it is a minor theme in this book. The coverage of
missions is inadequate, often inaccurate and misleading. Besides
failure to know the areas of the world proselytized, from the begin-
ning through the years, missions are treated from a Salt Lake City
point of view. It would be a great step forward if historians could
realize that the Church exists in other lands, and its life and practice
and experiences in those lands deserve equal space with any other
phase of Church history. After all, if Church history does not deal
with people in church and in the practice of their religion, what is
it all about? The authors are still thinking of the Church 1n its Utah
and America political, economic, and social development.

The bibliography raises some questions. As mentioned above,
it very nearly misses altogether mentioning primary sources. There
is frequent mention of books written by non-Mormons and apos-
tates, which makes us wonder to what extent they were really
consulted; for example, the works of Inez Smith Davis, T. B. H.
Stenhouse, William A. Linn, Wallace Turner, M. R. Werner (cited
as Norris R. Werner, p. 651). Even forthcoming books are cited!
One is a little disturbed to read the bibliography decry lack of
study of some subjects when titles on those subjects come to mind.
The bibliography appears to be an exercise in diplomacy—include
everyone, deserving or not, used or not, believed or not, trusted
or not.

While the book shows the consistent hand of the copy editor,
the text is faulted by too many editorial errors. We believe it 1s
baptism for the dead, not baptism of the dead (p. 99); 1t 1s San
Luis Rey, not San Louis Rey (p. 232); it is William McGrorty,
not McGorty (p. 342); appointees would have been better than
appointments (p. 356); it is Struble, not Strubble (p. 413); it
should have been liberal, not literal (p. 443); and Remy is correct
without an accent (p. 715).

There is a problem of handling the written language. There
is the bad habit of relling about an event rather than telling the
event; this is subtle, but it is there (pp. 51-52, 99, 366-70, for
examples). The essay lacks clear, direct narrative style which
teaches by narrating the events themselves. Introductions to parts
and to chapters (topic paragraphs) too frequently tell the end at
the beginning, rather than leading the reader into the essay (pp.
103-04, 137-38, 173, 217-20, 295-96, for examples). Instead of
creating suspense, we are told too early how it all turned out.
For the most part, the language is colorless and pictureless. The
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essay is devoid of those vibrant quotations that clearly characterize
the depth of the human experience. The dramatic in Mormon
history is often rendered neutral. In short, The Story of the Latter-
day Saints is a good first draft, ready to be polished by authors

and editors.
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