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Book Reviews
Ashman, Linda. Maxwell's
Magic Mix-up.
illustrated by Regan Dunnick. Simon &
Schuster, 2001.0-689-83178-1. $16.00. unp.

journalists saw the impressive sports facilities,
but no one saw or knew about the concentration

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

camps that were being built. Backrach discusses
the rise of anti-Semitism in Germany and the
intense persecution of Jew, gypsies and any
other group the Nazis deemed racially inferior.
She also devotes one section of the book to the
United States' attempt to start a boycott of the
games.
The text is straightforward, with short, easy
to read chapters. The numerous illustrations
consist of black-and-white photographs supplied
by the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum. Each chapter includes sidebars with
biographical information on some of the athletes
who participated in the games, as well as some
who chose to boycott. At the end of the book,
Bachrach discusses the fate of some of the
Jewish athletes who were eventually sent to
concentration camps. Also included are a
chronology and a list of books for further
reading.

B 3+ PB

Louise is having a birthday party, and the
only entertainment available is a bumbling
magician. When he arrives at the party, the first
thing he does is turn the birthday girl into a rock.
One by one the guests and family are changed
into birds, cats, brooms, and pigs-a whole
marching band even appears. To set everything
right, Maxwell the Magician calls his nephew
Alex to come and help. One by one everything
goes back to normal-all except the birthday
girl, who proves to be a stubborn one. Finally
Louise materializes, and the next decision is
whether or not to ask the magician back next
year.
Fun, spunky rhyme leads the reader from
one page to another. Zany cartoon pictures keep
the reader giggling to the very end. This book
makes a fun read-aloud when used with older
children.

••••
Backrach, Susan D .. The Nazi Olympics: Berlin
1936. Little Brown, 2000. ISBN 0-31607086-6. $21.95. 128 pp.

*

4-6 NF

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Author Backrach suggests that the 1936
summer games proved to be a public relation
and propaganda coup for Adolf Hitler and the
Nazi party. She begins with an explanation of
how Berlin was chosen as the site for the
summer games and how Hitler and his advisors
carefully planned the way they would present
themselves to the world. Members of the
International Olympic Committee and foreign

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

••••
Blackstone, Stella. There's a Cow in the
Cabbage Patch. illustrated by Clare Beaton.
Barefoot, 2001. ISBN 1-84148-333-8.
$14.99. 32 pp.
A Pre-K FI PB Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Beginning with the page that bears this
book's title, the animals in this farm setting are
all in the wrong places. The farmer and his wife
explain where the cow, dove, owl, rooster,
donkey, horse, pig, and sheep should be. They
are assured that when the animals are hungry,
they will all find their way back to their proper
places so they can eat their dinner.
Although Blackstone's story line isn't
extraordinary, Beaton's illustrations are. They
are made of colored felt that has been carefully
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stitched with embroidery thread. Buttons and
beads of various sizes and shapes are creatively
used for animal and human eyes. Even the corn
the hens are eating is made of small yellow
Indian beads. The detail is amazing. This
selection is not only an amusing farm story for
early readers but also an exciting visual
discovery.

••••

Blumberg, Rhoda. Shipwrecked! The True Story
of a Japanese Boy. HarperCollins, 2001.
ISBN0-06-029365-9. $16.89. 80 pp.
A 4-8 BI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Manjiro's father died when he was nine,
leaving him to support his mother, brothers, and
sisters. By age fourteen, he was a fisherman's
helper, marooned on a rocky island with four
other fisherman three hundred miles from Japan.
Nineteenth-century Japan practiced strict
isolationism, and if they were rescued, they
knew that returning home could mean a death
sentence. American seamen rescue the
castaways and take them to Hawaii. William
Whitfield, the ship's captain, is so impressed
with Manjiro that he invites the young man to
sail with him on the whaling ship and then go to
the United States. Whitfield and his new wife
treat Manjiro as a son, making sure he is
educated. Manjiro experiences American culture
firsthand and praises it. Although he does well in
the U.S., he longs to know what has become of
his family. Working on whaling ships and in the
California gold fields, Manjiro saves and plans
for his return to Japan. In late 1850, he and two
of his marooned friends land in Okinawa, where
hey are immediately arrested and imprisoned.
Eluding execution, Manjiro returns to his family
in October 1852. Although he is not allowed to
meet with the Americans, Manjiro advises
Japanese officials, and Commodore Perry is
allowed to negotiate the opening of Japan's ports
to American ships. He is later made a samurai
and allowed a last name: "The Honorable
Samurai Manjiro Nakahama helped bring Japan
into the modern world."
Blumberg discovered Manjiro's story as she
did research for Commodore Perry in the Land
of Shogun. The biography includes period
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photographs and illustrations, Manjiro's
sketches and notes, and much cultural history of
nineteenth century Japan and the United States.
With shipwrecks, storms at sea, a search for
gold, and a death sentence, this biography will
appeal to adventure lovers.

••••
Brown, Margaret Wise. Two
Little
Trains.
Dlustrated by Dillon, Leo and Diane.
HarperCollins, 2001. ISBN 0-06-028377-7.
$15.89. 28 pp.

*

PreS-2 F

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Puff, puff, puff. Chug, chug, chug. Two
little trains are headed west. A streamlined train
crosses the country while an old toy train crosses
its home. The streamlined train passes cities,
countryside, rivers, deserts, and canyons. The
toy train has its own obstacles-furniture, toys,
windowsills, counters, and stairwells.
Brown's text is beautifully simple and
descriptive. The Dillon's illustrations are
colorful and bold yet unpretentious with an art
deco flair. This new editions of Two Little
Trains encourages children to use their
imagination with their toys and mcttes
discussion of many topics like travel, geography
and transportation.

••••
Bunting, Eve. lin Woo. Dlustrated by Chris
Soentpiet. Clarion, 2001. ISBN 0-39593872-4. $16.00. 32 pp.
A PreS-2 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

His mom and dad are excited about a new
adopted son coming from Korea, but young
David isn't so sure his wants to be a big brother.
The family goes to the airport to meet the flight
bringing their new baby, Jin Woo. Artist
Soentpiet perfectly captures the joy of the
parents and David's apprehension as they stand
with hands pressed to a plate-glass window,
watching the airplane land and a lady bring Jin
Woo into the terminal. David is drawn into the
celebration as he is made keeper of Jin Woo's
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gold ring, holds his adoptive brother, and plays
Little Piggy Went to Market. After family and
friends greet them at home, the family settle Jin
Woo into the nursery, and Mom reads David a
letter from Jin Woo, which assures David that
his parents love him, will love Jin Woo, and
"have so much love inside of them that what
they give to me won't take any away from you."
David begins to accept the new baby.
This tender story of adoption is greatly
enhanced by the luminous watercolor
illustrations by Soentpiet, himself an adopted
son. Families who are anticipating a new
adoptive sibling will want to share this story
with their young children.

••••
Burgess, Melvin. Kite. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux,
2000. ISBN 0-37-434228-8. $16.00. 181 pp.
B 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Peggy Robertson

Taylor Mase's father is a gamekeeper for
Mr. Reg Harris. His job is to exterminate
"vermin" that might endanger the pheasants
people come to shoot for sport on the Harris'
property. Sometimes Taylor is enlisted to do odd
jobs for Harris. When Harris gives Taylor ten
shillings to destroy a kite's egg, Taylor
reluctantly agrees. He knows they are an
endangered species, but he would like to add a
kite's egg to his growing egg collection.
Once home, Taylor changes his mind and
puts the egg in the chicken coop, hoping it will
still hatch. When it hatches, he and his best
friend Alan decide to raise the bird, whom they
have named Teresa. The kite's enormous size
soon makes it impossible to keep, and the boys
must tum her loose. She manages to survive
through the spring and summer, but during the
autumn hunting season she is wounded by Mr.
Harris. Try as they might to rescue her, the boys
are unsuccessful, and eventually Mr. Harris
tracks her down and kills her.
The author includes a note at the beginning
of this book explaining game-shooting in
England, to help the American reader understand
the system of gamekeeping. Although this story
is fiction, the author makes it clear that the type
of "vermin" extermination described did and
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still does exist to some extent in England. The
story is very well-written, but definitely is
biased toward the elimination of game-shooting.
This book contains a mature theme and is not
intended for very young students.

••••

Burningham, John. Mr. Grumpy's Outing.
lllustrated by John Burningham. Henry
Holt, 2001. ISBN 0-80-506629-2. $6.95.
30pp.

*

PreS-2 PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Mr. Grumpy always has a smile on his face.
He owns a boat and likes to go on river
excursions. One day, children and several
animals invite themselves onto his boat for a
ride. This is fine with him as long as there is no
kicking, trampling, flapping, bleating, teasing,
chasing, hopping, squabbling or mucking about.
As anyone can guess, all of Mr. Grumpy's rules
are broken, and into the water they fall. Mr.
Grumpy never gets grumpy, and when the group
arrives on shore, he invites everyone in for tea
and to boat ride on another day.
Mr. Grumpy's Outing is an award-winning
book that introduces friendship and forgiveness
to the youngest of children. Burningham's
illustrations follow his usual format of sensitive
black-ink drawings on the left side of the book
and soft color illustrations on the right. This
edition of the title (originally published in 1970)
is a board book-just right for a wide range of
children, from babies to beginning readers.

••••
Butler, John. Whose Baby Am I? lllustrated by
John Butler. Viking, 2001. ISBN 0-67089683-7. $10.99. 22 pp.
A+ Pre-K NF PB Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Whose Baby Am I? leads the preschooler in
associating baby animals with their parents.
Nine baby animals (owl, elephant, koala bear,
giraffe, seal, panda bear, zebra, penguin, and
polar bear) appear one by one with the question
"Whose baby am I?" The next page shows the
adult animal. The end of the book has a
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"matching" page entitled "Can you guess whose
baby is whose?" The last page labels each baby
animal with its animal name: cub, pup, calf,
owlet, etc.
Butler, a wildlife illustrator, has created
lifelike loveable portraits of baby and adult
animals by skillfully using acrylic paints and
colored pencils. One can almost feel the soft fur
and feathers with the soft colors and artistic
strokes Butler used for each illustration; and
each baby seems to be smiling to the reader. The
baby with its parent portrays a feeling of family
security, contentment, and love. The glossy
pages are thick and durable for little fingers. Use
to produce a warm, calm feeling at preschool
story time.

••••
Cabot, Meg. Princess in the Spotlight.
HarperCollins, 2001. ISBN 0-09-029465-5.
$15.95. 223 pp.
B 6-10 F

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

Mia Thermopolis is back in this sequel to
The Princess Diaries. Mia discovers that she is
the crown princess of Genovia and must not
only deal with learning how to act like a princess
but also cope with the news that her mother is
pregnant, and the father of the baby is her
algebra teacher. Adding to the turmoil in Mia's
life is her crush on Michael, the brother of her
best friend, and a secret admirer who may or
may not be Michael. Everything hits the roof
when Mia has her first interview on national
television. A few misunderstood questions cause
Mia to alienate her best friend and reveal the
impending arrival of the new baby to her father,
the baby's father, and the rest of the world.
Working things out with her friend, finding her
secret admirer, and seeing her mother's wishes
carried out as she marries Mia's algebra teacher
make Mia's already complicated life even more
hectic.
Mia is a delightfully ordinary character
placed in extraordinary situations. Many will
empathize with Mia as they peek into her life
through this fictitious diary. Readers who
enjoyed the first novel and the movie adaptation
by Disney will surely enjoy this sequel despite

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss2/4

the fact that it lacks some of the endearing
qualities of the first (like the constant
appearance of algebra notes), and many of the
situations Mia endures seem a little too offbeat.
Fans will be pleased to hear that the third
volume in this series, Princess in Love, will be
published in April 2002.

••••
Clements, Andrew. The School Story. lllustrated
by Brian Selznick. Simon & Schuster, 2001.
ISBN 0-689-82594-3. $16.00. 197 pp.

*

3+ F

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Natalie Hansen has written a book-a book
her best friend Zoe feels just has to be published.
Natalie and Zoe contrive a plan to submit the
book to Natalie's mother, who is a children's
book editor at Shipley Jr. Books. First, the girls
enlist the help of their English teacher, Ms.
Clayton. Then they come up with a pseudonym
for both the author and the literary agent. They
rent an "instant" office, complete with phone
messaging, paging service, and address. After
submitting the manuscript, they find that
Natalie's mother's boss wants all the glory of
discovering a new author.
This is a well-written, fast-paced story about
an unlikely subject-being an author. How can
writing be called exciting? You only have to
read the tale of these two twelve-year-old
friends-one passive and one active nearly to
distraction-to understand how getting a book
published can be filled with adventure, intrigue,
even mystery.

••••
Climo, Shirley. Cobweb Christmas, The
Tradition of Tinsel. lllustrated by Jane
Manning. HarperCollins, 2001. ISBN 0-06029033-1. $15.89. unp
A PreS-3 HB

Reviewed by Laura Miles

Old Tante loves Christmastime. Every
Christmas she cleans her house till it gleams,
then finds the perfect tree and decorates it
lovingly with treats for the village children, her
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animals, and the forest creatures. There is
something for everyone, except the spiders (who
have been swept away by Tante's cleaning) and
Tante herself, for no one can give her what she
really wants-to see a bit of Christmas magic.
Every year she waits and waits but never sees
any magic. Little does she know that this year is
different, and those swept away spiders, with the
help of Kris Kringle, will make this Christmas
the most magical she has ever had.
Manning's charming watercolor illustrations
are soft, warm, and inviting. Stamped designs
over the top of the watercolor add pattern and
texture, creating a homey, inviting feel. Add to
this Climo's gentle, rhythmic wording, and this
tale of tinsel becomes a great read aloud for the
holiday season.

••••
Collins, Carolyn Strom & Eriksson, Christina
Wyss. Inside Laura's Little House. The
Little House on the Prairie Treasury.
lllustrated by Garth Williams & Cathy
Holly. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-06029015-3. $24.89. 104 pp.

*

3-6NF

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Inside Laura's Little House offers a vivid
look at what life was like for young Laura
Ingalls Wilder and her family in their Kansas
prairie home. Collins and Eriksson start out with
a brief biographical sketch of Laura. They
explain the challenges facing people who chose
to homestead a parcel of land, what they ate,
how they dressed, and the activities they
enjoyed. The authors have included a number of
recipes, songs and crafts from the Little House
time period that children and adults can do
together. Readers can make Brown Sugar
Christmas Cakes, sew a nightcap like Mary and
Laura used to wear, or sing such traditional
American folksongs as Oh, Susannah.
The text is simple and easy to read. There
are a few photographs of Laura hand her family,
including her husband, Almanzo Wilder. Most
of the illustrations are drawings that depict
prairie life and activities related to it. Each of the
craft activities is illustrated in a step-by-step
fashion. I enjoyed this book tremendously.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001
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Readers who enjoy the Little House books will
be happy to add this volume to their collection.

••••
Day, Nancy. Your Travel Guide to Ancient
Mayan Civilization. Runestone Press, 2001.
ISBN 0-8225-3077-5. $26.60. 96 pp.
A- 4-8 NF

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Plan a time travel vacation to the ancient
Mayan civilization. Chapter headings guide the
would-be traveler: " Which Cities To Visit,"
"Money Matters," "Local Customs and
. Manners, "What to Wear," "Where to Find
Sports and Recreation," "Where to Stay," "What
to Eat," and more. Readers will be introduced to
Mayan language, religion, government, health
and medical practices, natural disasters, and war.
Dozens of interesting facts, such as the practice
of tooth decoration-filing front teeth to a point
and then slipping thin plates of stone or shell
over the teeth-are presented in the text and
sidebars.
The Passport to History series includes Your
Travel Guide to Ancient Egypt, Your Travel
Guide to Ancient Greece, Your Travel Guide to
Colonial America, Your Travel Guide to
Renaissance Europe, and Your Travel Guide to
Civil War America; and the books are a bit
pricey when compared to other informational
books on similar topics. The travel-guide
approach, however, is appealing and creates a
psychology of adventure that may increase
learning and understanding. The series would be
a valuable resource for upper elementary and
middle school students' projects and papers.

••••
DiSalvo-Ryan, DyAnne. Grandpa's Corner
Store. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-68816717-9. $15.95.40 pp.
5+ F

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

Grandpa's neighborhood market is one of
many little shops that formed the hub of the
community. When threatened by a supermarket
moving into the nearby area, what can he do but
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sell out? However, his little granddaughter,
Lucy, knows the neighborhood needs Grandpa's
personal touch. She organizes Grandpa's
customers to help convince him to stay.
This little slice of life is all too often seen
these days: comfy corner shops nudged out by
mega-stores. DiSalvo-Ryan does a nice job of
presenting the personalities of this cultural cross
section. She shows what organization and spirit
can do to change things-or to keep them the
same. There are some nice touches with the
illustrations and end papers. Kids will want to
draw their own neighborhood map like the one
Lucy has drawn. A nice empowerment tale.

••••
Gottfried, Ted. Martyrs to Madness: The Victims
of the Holocaust. lllustrated by Stephen
Alcorn. Twenty-First Century Books, 2000.
ISBN 0-7613-1715-5. $28.90. 126 pp.
Nazi Germany: The Face ofTyranny. lllustrated
by Stephen Alcorn. Twenty-First Century
Books, 2000. ISBN 0-7613-1714-7. $28.90.
128 pp.
A 7-12 NF

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

In a new series about the Holocaust, Ted
Gottfried examines the question of how such a
"monstrous crime" was allowed to occur. He
suggests that such horror "begins when people
start thinking of themselves as us and of others
as them." Nazi Germany-The Face of Tyranny
presents young readers with an overview of the
events that led up to the Holocaust and asks a
key question: "How could the world have
allowed such an evil movement to come to
power?" This book is about those who
committed the crimes of the Holocaust, how
they came to power, and how their lies and
deceit laid claim to "the soul of a nation."
In
clear,
rhetoric-free
narrative,
accompanied by full-page black and white
photographs, Gottfried discusses who the Nazis
were and how this powerful movement came to
enslave Germany. He concisely describes the
events leading up to Hitler's emergence as
Fuhrer and how that event eventually led to the
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1939 invasion of Poland, ushering in the Second
World War.
In Martyrs to Madness-Victims of the
Holocaust, Gottfried defines the victims of the
Holocaust: the Untermenschen-Jews, Slavs,
Poles, Gypsies, homosexuals, Communists,
POWs, mentally ill and even the old. He
explains the legacy of hate that allowed a nation
to create laws that lead to the Final Solution: Rid
Europe of the undesirable. Poignant photographs
of Gypsy prisoners in the Belzec concentration
camp, children behind barbed wire in
Auschwitz, and POW's killed at Malmedy,
Belgium, tug a the heart and put a face on the
inhumanity of the Holocaust.
Martyrs to Madness concludes with a
discussion of "Those Who Fought Back," from
Zionists to Jewish guerrillas to the organized
underground. Gottfried helps the reader
understand that the Untermenschen "did not die
without a struggle. They did not go gentle into
that good night, but rather they went with rage,
rage against the dying of the light."
These books will stimulate much classroom
discussion and instruction. Each volume
contains a Chronology of Events, Chapter Notes,
an Index and a Glossary, as well as additional
resources for further study and exploration. An
excellent resource for helping young adult
readers to understand that there is no "us" and
"them," only "we."

••••

Ibbotson, Eva. Island of the Aunts. lllustrated by
Kevin Hawkes. Dutton, 2000. ISBN 0-52546484-0. $15.99. 281 pp.
• 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Peggy Robertson

Kidnapping children, though not a good
idea, sometimes just has to be done, reason the
aunts-Etta, Coral, and Myrtle-when they
snatch Minette, Fabio, and Lambert away from
their ungrateful families. The aunts realize they
may soon die, and, as the only human
inhabitants of an exotic island, with them would
die the secrets of caring for the unusual sea
creatures also inhabiting the island. Though the
three children are unwilling captors at first,
Minette and Fabio soon learn the value of hard
work and grow to appreciate the virtues of each
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sea creature. They are given special care of the
baby kraken while his father sails the seas of the
world humming his healing hum. Lambert,
however, remains obstinate. After several days
on the island he manages to place a call to his
father and demands to be taken off the island.
His father and the police soon find this magical
island and prepare to tum it into a theme park. It
is up to Minette and Fabio to keep the baby
kraken alive until his father can return to foil the
plans of the would-be intruders.
For those children who enjoy mystery as
well as magical creatures, this book will
enchant. Though ordinary humans, the aunts
possess special knowledge and healing potions
that can cure sick and injured sea creatures. The
black and white illustrations give the reader a
good sense of just how unusual these sea
creatures are. Short chapters make this a good
read-aloud book, and the suspense throughout
will keep children interested. For those children
who must have a happy ending, good does
prevail and evil is thwarted.

••••
Joceyln,
Marthe.
Hannah's
Collection.
lllustrated by Marthe Jocelyn. Dutton, 2000.
ISBN 0-52-546442-5. $14.99. 22 pp.
A Pre-1 PB

Reviewed by Mary Chapman

Hannah loves to collect things. She has
collections of buttons, paperclips, jewelry,
feathers, shells and even Popsicle sticks. Hannah
is faced with a dilemma when she must choose
only one of her collections to share with her
class at school. Which collection should Hannah
take? It' s a difficult decision. Hannah thinks and
thinks and finally arrives at a creative solution.
Jocelyn's delightful
use
of threedimensional objects to create the collages for
this book makes Hannah's Collections fun to
read to young children. There are many
interesting items to discover, count, and wonder
at, just as Hannah does. Hannah's Collections
may inspire children to look at their own
collections in new ways or to start some new
ones.

••••
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King-Smith, Dick. Lady Lollipop. lllustrated by
Jill Barton. Candlewick Press, 2000. ISBN
0-7636-1269-3. $15.95. 122 pp.
A 3+ FI

Reviewed by Vicky Turner

"Once upon a time in a faraway land, there
lived a little princess. She was seven years old,
soon to be eight, with short brown hair and large
brown eyes, and she was a very spoiled child."
The saga of how Princess Penelope rules her
parents,
King
Theophilus
and
Queen
Ethelwynne, begins as they try to decide what to
give her for her birthday. They ask Penelope
what she wants, and her answer dumbfounds
them. She wants a pig-a trained pig that can
live in the palace. Queen Ethelwynne vows to
move out if the pig moves in. Then comes a
humble swineherd named Johnny Skinner, a
long, skinny boy who appears to be no cleaner
than his pig. It is his pig that Penelope chooses
for a pet. His kind, gentle nature is evident as he
slowly trains not only the pig, but the princess,
the king, and even the queen.
This is another of King-Smith's adorable
animal tales. Charming charcoal pictures add to
the pleasure of the story. When the author began
writing this book he couldn't decide what kind
of animal to write about. His first thought was a
pig, but he had done other pig stories. So he
"waited, then along came Lady Lollipop."

••••
Kirk, David. Little Bird, Biddle Bird. lllustrated
by David Kirk. Scholastic, 2001. ISBN 0439-29092-2. $9.95. 32 pp.
A· Baby-PreS PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Little bird, Biddle bird,
Time for your snack.
But Mommy is busy
And hasn't come back.
Biddle bird ventures from the nest to find
his/her own snack. Decisions confront the bird.
After trying several possible treats, Biddle bird
settles on a worm. A proud mommy bird swoops
down from a tree and sings the praise of her
"little, big Biddle bird."
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This book marks the beginning of a new
series, Biddle Books, and Biddle bird is as
endearing as Miss Spider. Kirk's trademark
bright and bold oil illustrations fill small pages
with visual appeal. The rhyming cadence brings
music to the verse, and little listeners will ask
for this one again and again. The binding may
not hold up to rugged multiple uses, so libraries
may want to purchase more than one copy.

••••
Levine, Gail Carson. The Two Princesses of
Bamarre. HarperCollins, 2001. ISBN 0-06029315-2. $15.95. 241 pp.
A 6-10 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

Princesses Addie and Meryl are as different
as two sisters can be. Meryl is strong and
courageous-she can wield a sword and has
grand dreams of fighting dragons and ogres.
Addie is nervous and afraid of everything; she is
content to let Meryl be her protector. When
Meryl is struck with the mysterious Grey Death,
which had killed the girls' mother, Addie
decides it is up to her to find a cure. With the
help of several magical objects and Rhys, a
young sorcerer, Addie battles ogres and
gryphons and outwits specters and dragons.
Along the way, Addie learns about herself and
the nature of courage. She ultimately finds love
with Rhys and the cure that saves her sister in a
way not quite expected.
Newberry Honor Award winner Gail Carson
Levine has done it again with another strong
fantasy. Levine develops a strong sense of place
as she weaves this story around retellings of the
fictional legend of the epic hero Drualt. Addie,
Meryl and the supporting cast are vividly drawn,
and it is easy to care about their quest. While the
action does suffer at times from a lack of
consistent anticipation, the overall result is very
appealing. The ending has a superb twist that
makes this tale much more than just a rousing
adventure story.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss2/4

Little, Jean. Emma's Yucky Brother. Illustrated
by Jennifer Plecas. HarperCollins, 2000.
ISBN 0-06-028349-1. $14.89. 61 pp.
A K-3 FI

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Have you ever wondered what it would be
like for your family to adopt a brother or sister?
Or do you ever wonder if other families have
problems, like yours, after adopting a new
sibling? Emma's Yucky Brother, an I Can Read
Book, explores the emotions of a little girl
awaiting the arrival of her adopted brother.
Emma and Max go through feelings of
excitement, jealousy, rejection, friendship, love,
and acceptance as they get to know each other.
The author realistically portrays adoption touch
points in a way that every child can relate to.
The illustrations are simple watercolor and ink
renderings that will appeal to the beginning
reader. An insightful addition to every school
and public library.

••••

©200 1 Kady MacDonald Denton

Masurel, Claire. Two Homes. Illustrated
by
Kady MacDonald Denton. Candlewick
Press, 2001. ISBN 0-7636-0511-5. $14.99.
unp.
A- PreS-1 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Alex's parents are divorced, but he knows
he is loved. He has two homes--two front doors,
two bedrooms, two favorite chairs, two kitchens,
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two bathrooms, two telephone numbers, and two
loving parents.
Reassuring to a young child experiencing
the loss of divorce, this picture book uses simple
words and soft illustrations done in ink,
watercolor, and gouache to reinforce the idea
that a child is loved by both parents even if they
live apart. Alex loves his parents and is happy to
be with either. Intended to be positive
reinforcement, the book does not acknowledge
any negative feelings or sense of loss that Alex
or any child of divorce will experience. This
book for the very young may fill a gap in public
library collections.

• •••
May, Robert L. Rudolph, The Red-Nosed
Reindeer. lllustrated by David Wenzel.
Grosset & Dunlap, 2001. ISBN 0-44842534-3. $9.99. unp.
B K-3 HB

Reviewed by Laura Miles

Although it is one of many classics to appear
this Christmas season, this version of Rudolph is
the original written by Robert L. May while
working for the Montgomery Ward department
store in 1939. It is fun to read the original verse
"Where most reindeer's noses are brownish and
tiny, Poor Rudolph's was red, very large, and
quite shiny" describing the ugly-duckling-like
Rudolph.
Wenzel's watercolor illustrations glow,
capturing the warmth of this traditional tale; the
reindeer are adorable and sport a wide variety of
facial expressions.

••••
Miller, David. Just Like You and Me. lllustrated
by David Miller. Dial Books for Young
Readers (division of Penguin Putnam),
2001. ISBN 0-8037-2586-8. $15.95. 32 pp.
A PreS-2 PB NF Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Animals and humans share some similar
behaviors and psychologies. This visual
comparative analysis uses stunningly bright
paper sculptures to capture animals and young
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people engaging in similar activities. A doublepage spread at the end provides brief facts about
each animal.
The comparisons produce a sense of respect
for the animals, allowing young minds to
consider how human and animals are alike. The
bold illustrations make this book an appealing
read-aloud for a group or class, and the
comparisons are interesting discussion starters.

••••
Morrissey, Dean. The Christmas Ship.lllustrated
by Dean Morrissey. HarperCollins, 2000.
ISBN 0-06-028576-1. $16.89. 32 pp.
A K-4 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Sam Thatcher, the Old Bridgeport toy
maker, is in over his head this Christmas Eve.
Not only does he have toys to finish up before
dark, but the mayor has just condemned his
rickety shop. As Sam frantically works into the
dark of night, Father Christmas shows up. He
too is running behind and asks Sam to deliver
presents for him here in the coastal village. With
a little boy's help, Sam delivers gifts to all,
including the mayor.
Morrissey's lush illustrations, the coastal
setting, and the warm story of good eventually
overcoming all obstacles make this book a
delightful addition to the Christmas story genre.

••••

Musgrove, Margaret. The Spider Weaver: A
Legend of Kente Cloth. lllustrated by Julia
Cairns. Blue Sky, 2001. ISBN 0-590-987879. $16.95. unp.

*

Pre-3 PB NF

Reviewed by Sandra Tidwell

The native Ashanti people of Ghana wear
colorful hand-woven clothes with intricate
designs. The Spider Weaver is the seventeenthcentury legend of how these people came to
weave such beautiful cloth called kente (ken'tee)
cloth. Koragu and Ameyaw, while returning to
their village after hunting for food, see a
"miracle"-a web with a "wondrous design." In
attempting to take the web home to study, they
destroy it. Saddened, they return home. Afiya,
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Ameyaw's wife, suggests they find the creature
who made the web, even though the design the
creature makes might be different from the one
they originally saw. Koragu and Ameyaw return
to the forest and find the spider weaver, a large
yellow and black spider. They realize that its
web is its home. Respecting the spider's
creation, they watch all day as it spins its web.
"The beautiful spider [has shown] the weavers
how to weave new, intricate designs. What a
wonderful teacher she [has been]! What a
wonderful gift she [has given] them!" Returning
to their village, the men preserve the designs
they have learned; the colorful patterns have
been passed down through the generations to our
day.
This beautiful book shares a wonderful
message about learning from nature. Humans
can learn from nature. In tum, they can become
"givers," sharing their talents with others.
Cairn's bright, colorful illustrations match
perfectly the ethnicity and time period of the
legend. This book could be used in preschool
story-hour settings, social studies units on the
native people of Africa, or elementary classes on
science and nature. The author has also included
a useful pronunciation guide and afterward.

••• •
Orenstein, Ronald. New Animal Discoveries.
Milbrook Press, 2001. ISBN 0-7613-2274-4.
$23.90. 64 pp.
A 3-8 NF

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Amazing stories and photographs of
creatures discovered in the last two decades take
readers into the fascinating realm of exploratory
zoology. How are new species discovered? What
steps must zoologists take in discovering and
documenting a new species? In 1996,
Eleutherodactylus iberis, a tiny frog about a
third of the size of a nickel, was discovered in
Cuba. The golden bamboo lemur of Madagascar
eats enough cyanide every day in his diet of
giant bamboo to kill a human. From birds to
turtles to whales, many of these new species are
in danger of extinction.
Orenstein, a zoologist, lawyer, and wildlife
conservationist, has written a scientific page-

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss2/4

turner with all the intrigue of a good mystery.
First-purchase choice for school and public
libraries.

••••

Paterson, Katherine. The Field of the Dogs.
lllustrated by Emily Arnold McCully.
HarperCollins, 2001. ISBN 0-06-029475-2.
$14.89. 89 pp.
B 3-7 FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

Yet another displaced kid, disillusioned by
divorce and a stepfather (who's doing his best),
Josh hates Vermont, hates his life, and doesn't
even like Manch, his dog. Then Josh finds out
that he has the power to understand the doggy
conversation Manch has with his friends.
When Manch and his crew get in trouble
with a gang of city dogs, Josh thinks his only
solution is his stepdad's gun. The resulting
chaos helps Josh to better realize his human
relationships but ends his special ability.
This easy-read story is based on a unique
possibility, but the characters remain static, and
the gun control, animal training, and sad kid
themes fight for the primary position, leaving
the book without a clear lesson. It doesn't meet
the author's usual standard.

••••
Philip, Neil. Noah and the Devil. A Legend of
Noah's Ark from Romania. Illustrated by
Isabelle Brent/ Clarion, 2001. ISBN 0-61811754-7. $16.00.

*

K-2 FIPB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

The easy part of Noah's job is getting the
animals on the ark. His wife, however, refuses to
come; she wants to stay home. Noah begs and
begs, but she won't budge, even though the
water is up to her knees. When the water reaches
her waist, Noah finally loses his temper. "Oh,
you devil, come in!" he says, unaware that the
devil, in the shape of a mouse, has been trying to
find a way to get on board. Noah's invitation is
just what the devil wants to hear. So when
Noah's wife boards the ark, so does the devil
mouse. While Noah spends his time keeping
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order on the ship, the devil gnaws a hole in one
of the planks, hoping that the ark will fill with
water and sink. The sound of water rushing into
the ark tells Noah that something is wrong. Once
he discovers what' s going on, he enlists the help
of a cat and snake to stop the devil' s devious
plan.
Philip's witty story is based on a Romanian
folktale. The narrative captures the tone of the
oral storyteller and is perfect for reading out
loud. Brent's watercolor illustrations use a
palette of greens, blues, and reds, as well as
plenty of gold leaf. The combined effect is
reminiscent of illuminated manuscripts. Philip
includes an extensive author' s note explaining
the origin of the tale.

••••
Robinet, Harriet Gillem. Missing from Haymarket Square. Antheneum, 2001. ISBN
0689838956. $16.00. 142 pp.
B 6+ FI

Reviewed by Donna Cardon

The year is 1886, and Dinah and Olive, both
age twelve, work twelve hours a day in a sewing
factory in Chicago, a very poor city at that time.
They live with thirteen other people in a oneroom tenement. Dinah' s father is a union leader
who has helped to organize a march for and
eight-hour workday. Two days before the march,
he disappears, and Dinah, Olive, and her brother
decide it is up to them to rescue him. The
children fight hunger, fatigue, and the factoryhired Pinkerton Police to finally free Dinah's
father.
Robinet has written several historical novels
about children living in times of social crisis.
Like her other books, the setting of Missing from
Haymarket Square is very well researched.
Robinet includes a historical note and
bibliography at the end. She carefully depicts the
harsh circumstances surrounding the characters,
but at times her dedication to historical accuracy
bogs down the story. The children characters are
clever and sophisticated, while the adults are
shallow and helpless. Because of the mature
subject matter, the book is not appropriate for
younger readers, but for older children it is a
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good introduction to the struggle for social
reform during the Industrial Revolution.

••••
Rockwell, Anne F. Welcome to Kindergarten.
Dlustrated by Anne F. Rockwell. Walker,
2001. ISBN 0-80-278745-2. $15.95. 30 pp.
PreS-K

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Visit a kindergarten open house on Sunrise
Street with Tim. He meets his gentle teacher and
looks at all the exciting things she has in her
classroom. He sees a clock, calendar, fish,
books, desks, and so much more. There are
centers for art, math, science, reading, weather,
and cooking. When Tim is through exploring his
classroom he feels excited about his upcoming
school year. The classroom and school no longer
seem so large-just big enough for him.
Rockwell's depiction of the kindergarten
classroom and the activities that go on is current
and accurate. The vivid illustrations are rendered
in a childlike manner in an opaque aqueous
medium. Welcome to Kindergarten is the perfect
book for any preschool children to read before
they leap into their approaching kindergarten
adventure.

••••
Rodowsky, Colby. Clay. Farra Straus Giroux,
2001. ISBN 0-374-31338-5 . $16.00. 165 pp.
A 6-8 FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

Clay's story is an inside view of snatched
children. For four years, Clay, her brother
Tommy, and her mom have been running and
hiding from friendship, security, and normal life.
Clay's mother, who has severe mental problems,
kidnaps the two children when her divorce does
not award her full custody. She refuses to
acknowledge the fact that Tommy will never
learn to talk or do anything but sort his bag of
pebbles. She almost convinces Clay that their
father didn't hunt for them because he didn't
really want them any more. They keep moving
on from one dark, solitary apartment to another,
fleeing at the slightest sign of human contact.
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Only when a serious illness attacks Tommy
does Clay choose to disobey and seek help. The
outside world that opens to her is far different
from the one her mother portrays. All three of
them are on their way to a healing process.
The story is not complicated, although the
situation is, and Clay's feelings are real. Her
longing to make friends with a neighbor or a
store clerk, her recurring memories of her other
life, and the gentle prodding of disbelief that she
and Tommy and truly forgotten are poignant and
believable. This novel deserves exposure.

••••
San Souci, Robert. D .. Cinderella Skeleton.
Dlustrated by David Catrow. Harcourt
Brace, 2000. ISBN 0-15-20200-39. $16.00.
4+

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

Yet another Cinderella story, but this one's a
dandy. San Souci always weaves a good tale,
and this is one of his best. Cinderella, foulest in
the land, yearns to attend the Halloween Ball in
hopes of meeting her ghoul charming. She
rushes through her chores-so many cobwebs to
hang and bats to feed, then searches for a kindly
witch
(fairy
godmothers
avoid
her
neighborhood, it seems). Cinderella is soon
decked out in a mildew-green sateen dress, and a
pumpkin-turned-hearse takes her to the ball. At
the stroke of dawn, her deadline to return home,
Cinderella runs off. The Prince grabs not just her
slipper, but her foot as well, leaving her to stump
through the darkness. While all the eligible
skeleton girls willingly snap off their feet to win
the Prince's heart, only Cinderella has the
anklebone to fit the foot he carried.
Told in rhyme and enlivened with ghastly
illustrations, this is a clever departure from the
usual Cinderella tale. It's not just for
Halloween,either.

••••
Sanderson, Ruth. The Golden Mare, the
Firebird, and the Magic Ring. Dlustrated by
Rith Sanderson. Little, Brown, & Co., 2001.
ISBN 0-316-73906-1. unp.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss2/4

• 4-6 FI PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Alexi, a young hunter, leaves his home to
pursue fortune and adventure. While camping in
the forest, he meets a beautiful golden mare who
promises to serve him if he will spare her life,
When Alexi tells the mare he seeks work and
adventure, she tells him the tsar needs a good
huntsman and takes him to the palace. The Tsar
offers Alexi the post of huntsman because he is
impressed by the golden mare and wants her for
his own. Jealous that the horse serves only
Alexi, the Tsar takes out his frustration by
sending the young man on seemingly impossible
quests, one of which is to capture the elusive
firebird. In each instance, the mare uses magic
and wisdom to help Alexi succeed and in the end
brings about a happy and surprising, ending.
Sanderson's story combines elements form
traditional Russian fairy tales, including "The
Firebird and Princess Vasilissa" and "The
Humpbacked Pony." Although the book has
quite a bit of text for a picture book, the result of
Sanderson's efforts is a clever and well-paced
story that captures the reader's attention. Her
illustrations are oil paints on canvas. She uses
deep rich colors and pays particular attention to
details on clothing, landscape and architecture.
Her ending painting of the firebird is luminous.
The text and illustrations complement each other
nicely and combine to make an appealing
introduction to Russian fairy tales.

••••
Schwartz, Howard. The Day the Rabbi
Disappeared. Jewish Holiday Tales of
Magic. Dlustrated by Monique Passicot.
Viking, 2000. ISBN 0-67-088733-1. $15.99.
80pp.

*

4+ FI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Schwartz has compiled twelve traditional
Jewish folktales from Central and Eastern
Europe and Asia. All are based on the mystical
teachings of the Kabbalah and of Hasidic
Judaism. The stories deal with magic, angels,
miracles, and the meaning of dreams. In one
tale, Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer, the founder of
Hasidism, is guided home through a blizzard by
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Mattathias, the father of the Maccabees. In
another, four devout rabbis are invited to heaven
to study the mysteries of the Kabbalah. A third
features a woman rabbi named Asenath Barzani
who whispers God's secret name and saves the
synagogue in Amadiyah from burning down.
While the main character in each folktale
practices magic, Schwartz points out that in each
story the protagonist knows that this power
comes from God alone.
Schwartz is a well-known folklorist who has
written more than twenty books on the subject.
What makes this collection different from some
others is that each of the twelve stories is tied to
a Jewish holiday and features main characters
who are historical figures (Moses ben Maimon
or Maimonides, Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer, etc.).
Schwartz indicates the country of origin for each
tale. Passicot' s pencil drawings complement the
text and have a stylized quality to them similar
to that of Russian icons. A brief history of each
holiday and a brief biography of the central
character follow each tale. Schwartz includes a
glossary of terms and a list of sources at the
back of the book. This is a fascinating collection
of folktales that is intended for older children
and adults.

••••

Spizman, Ali Lauren. Thank You Book For
Kids: Hundreds of Creative, Cool, and
Clever Ways to Say Thank You! Longstreet
Press, 2001. ISBN 1-56352-640-9. $12.95.
148 pp.
AS+NF

Reviewed by Janice Card

This fourteen-year-old author is enthusiastic
about expressing gratitude and doing it so that it
becomes a gift itself. Everyone likes to know
when he or she has done something that has
been favorably noticed by others. Spizman
shares ideas for expressing oneself with sincerity
and clarity. Sample thank-you notes for gifts,
services, and being a good example or good
friend are presented, as well as thank-you notes
to family members for some of the special things
they do to brighten life and build happy
memories. Spizman includes responses from
famous folks whom she asked to explain why
they think saying "thank you" is important. In
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this way the reader gets more than just the
author's opinion. Thank-you notes are not the
only way to express gratitude; examples of gifts,
poems, and plays on words are also given.
Children and teens of today could gain a
new and welcome outlook on life if they read
Spizman's book and became thank-you-kids,
spreading the joy that gracious appreciation
creates and making the world a better place.

••••
Tafuri, Nancy. Silly Little Goose. lllustrated by
Nancy Tafuri. Scholastic, 2001. ISBN 0439-06304-3. $15.95. 32 pp.
A PreK-2PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Goose scours the farm looking for a
comfortable niche in which to make a nest. She
needs something soft and warm and quiet, but
try as she might, nothing proves suitable or
available. The pigs, sheep, cats, and chickens
have already claimed the territory Goose seeks
for her nest. At each misstep, the reader sees the
refrain "Silly little Goose!" Undaunted, Goose
locates the farmer's hat, which has blown off his
head at the beginning of the story and subtly
floats through each succeeding two-page spread,
in a clump of grass far from the noises of the
farm. Here she makes her nest, lays her eggs,
and keeps them warm. At last the eggs hatch,
and in time, proud Goose parades her little
goslings around the farm for all to see.
Lovely illustrations advance the sparse
text. A great read-aloud story complete with
animal sounds, repetition, and new discoveries
on every page to engage reader and listener.

••••
Taylor, Theodore. A Sailor Returns. Blue Sky,
2001. ISBN 0-439-24879-5. $16.95. 160 pp.
A 5-8 FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Life changes forever when Evan's mother
receives a letter from her father, who she
thought died when she was three years old. The
letter asks for permission to visit. There are
many questions in Evan's parents' minds, while
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the thought of a grandfather, especially one who
has been a sailor, fills Evan's mind with
excitement. Grandfather Thomas "Chips"
Pentreath is also filled with questions, mostly
how much of his sordid life should be shared
with his family. While his past was filled with
much adventure, he is not proud of it all. The
family agrees to allow the visit. Evan is thrilled
to have a sailor for a grandfather. He imagines
all kinds of adventures his grandfather must
have had; he envisions his grandpa as a large,
muscular, tattooed man (which he is not).
When Chips arrives for his visit, there are
many emotional issues to resolve. Evan must
come to grips with reality. There is tension in
the house from Evan's father, who simply
cannot understand why Chips abandoned his
family. Evan' s mother wants to connect with her
past but is torn by unanswered questions and
caution. Chips struggles to determine how much
of the past he should bring into his future. Evan
and Chips work together to build a fishing boat,
which bonds the two. Evan learns courage that
later enables him to deal with a school bully.
Evan's parents deal with the worst of Chips'
past, and the family sees forgiveness as a
resolution to their reunion.
The historical aspect of the story is quite
interesting. In 1978, Taylor spent some time in
Mousehole, Cornwall, England. He became very
interested in the history of lifesaving stations
and the seamen who manned the boats. It was
here he decided to write about a Mousehole
sailor. The book climaxes nicely as Chips is
forced to share his darkest secret and hope for
acceptance. The message of forgiveness and
acceptance within a family is appropriate for all
readers. Courage is needed to forgive, but asking
for forgiveness is also essential. Perhaps
Grandfather Chips is the hero Evan suspected all
along. A great read!

wants to learn, so reads all she can about the
world. She meets and marries John Adams and
is soon involved in the Revolutionary War. After
the war, Abigail uses her great skill as a letter
writer to fight for equal rights for women and
freedom for slaves. Her husband becomes
ambassador to England, and she continues her
fight for freedom by hosting foreign diplomats at
parties and teas. Later, Abigail becomes the First
Lady; she is the first mistress of the White
House.
Wallner's narrative of Abigail Adam's life is
interesting yet simple enough to be accessible to
readers in the early grades. The folk-art style,
full-page illustrations have a Colonial period
feel. This book is very similar in style and
reading level to Wallner's earlier biographies of
Beatrix Potter and Betsy Ross. All three are
good first introductions to the lives of these
important historical women. Abigail Adams
would work well as a read aloud but is not an
ideal research source for older grades because it
contains no index, bibliography or other
supplemental information.

Wallner, Alexandra. Abigail Adams. lllustrated
by Alexandra Wallner. Holiday House,
2001. ISBN 0-8234-4482-6. $16.95. unp.

•• ••

••••

A 3-5 NF PB

••••
Walton, Rick. How Can You Dance?. lllustrated
by Ana Lopez-Escriva. Putnam &Grosset,
2001. ISBN 0-399-23229-X. $13.99. unp.
B Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

How can you dance? How can you dance
with springs in your shoes? How can you dance
with one sore foot? How can you dance when
you can't move your knees? How can you dance
with something in your way? How can you
dance when you've hurt your back? Oh, you'll
find a way, and this charming book will help!
Only Walton could come up with such totally
believable nonsense, and do it in rhyme.

Reviewed by Donna Cardon

Abigail Smith's father does not believe it is
important for a girl to go to school, but Abigail
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©2001 by Sally Warner

Warner, Sally. Finding Hattie. HarperCollins,
2001. ISBN 0-06-028464-1. $15.89. 227 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Mary Chapman

Set in New York in the 1880's, Finding
Harriet is the story of Harriet Knowlton (called
Hattie). By age fourteen, Hattie had lost her
parents, little brother, and great aunt who took
care of her after her parents' death. Orphaned,
she is sent to live with her well-to-do Uncle
Charley Hubbard, Aunt Margaret, and their
daughter Sophie. Hattie has never lived in such
comfortable circumstances before, yet she feels
sad and lonely. Eventually Hattie is enrolled,
along with her cousin Sophie, in Miss Bulkley's
Seminary for Young Ladies, a private boarding
school for "privileged' girls. At Miss Bulkley's,
Hattie is included in
popular Sophie's circle of friends; they call
themselves "The Quartette." Hattie begins to
feel a part of the group and falls into the rhythms
of school life until Fannie Macintosh, a "wild"
girl from the Wild West arrives. Most of the
girls in the school shun Fannie because she is
different and "unrefined." Hattie finds herself
drawn to Fannie but is placed in the position of
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continuing as a member of the Quartettes or
developing a friendship with Fanny. Hattie
learns valuable lessons about acceptance and
friendship.
Sally Warner's historical fiction is based on
a diary her great-grandmother, Hattie Knowlton,
kept while attending the real Miss Bulkley's
Seminary in Tarrytown, New York. Warner's
story flows well and provides sensitive insight
into Hattie's character and the emotional
struggles she faces as a poor orphan thrown into
a wealthy, more privileged society of girls.
Warner transports the reader to the past with her
details about the clothing, manners, and decor of
late nineteenth century New York. Although the
novel is set in the "olden days," the reader can
still sympathize with Hattie and the feelings she
experiences. What Hattie learns about social
status, popularity, friendship, compassion, and
acceptance is still valid for young (and old)
readers today. Warner ends her novel abruptly
but includes a postscript that reveals what
happened to the real Hattie Knowlton when she
grew up.

••••

Weigelt, Udo. Ben and the Buccaneers.
Translated by Rosemary Lanning. Illustrated
by Julia Gukova. North-South, 2001. ISBN
0-7358-1405-8. $15.95. unp.
B Pre-K-2 FI PB Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

A little sparrow named Ben longs to join the
Buccaneers, a swashbuckling group of birds
whose adventures include stealing cake crumbs
from cafe tables and teasing the cat. When the
captain of the Buccaneers tells Ben that he' s too
young and that only the "strongest, bravest, and
cleverest" of sparrows can join their group, Ben
determines to prove he's worthy. He finds an
unlikely source of help in a cat who promises to
let Ben chase her around while she pretends to
be afraid. What Ben doesn't know is that the cat
plans to use this opportunity to trap the other
sparrows and exact revenge. The cat' s plot gives
Ben the chance to prove how brave and clever
he really is as he saves his friends.
Ben and the Buccaneers is a story about
perseverance and determination. Rosemary
Lanning's translation of Udo Weigelt' s story is
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easy to read and lacks the awkwardness of some
North-South texts that have been translated into
English. Julia Gukova's watercolor illustrations
have a soft luminous quality that is very
appealing.

••••

Wells, Rosemary. Emily's First 100 Days of
School. lllustrated by Rosemary Wells.
Hyperion, 2000. ISBN 0-78-682443-3.
$16.99. 32 pp.
PreK-1

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

It's a counting book-no, it's a "don't be
scared to go to school" book-no, it's a "these
are all the people in my neighborhood book"no, it's all the above, but mostly it's a really fun
to read book. Bigger and heavier than most
picture books for this target age, Emily's First
100 Days of School may be a bit physically hard
to handle, but the content is just right for little
kids. Emily hugs her mother goodbye and takes
off for her first day of school. Miss Cribbage
promises a party at the end of 100 days of school
if everyone has learned their numbers from 1 to
100. Page by page, day by day, explore Emily's
world: count four squares in the square dance,
twelve flowers in a birthday bouquet, 57 kinds
of pickles, and 100 kisses for Mama. Kids will
love pointing out familiar things, hearing the
homey text, and coming up with their own
things to link to each number.

••••
Woodson, Jacqueline. The
Other
Side.
lllustrated by E. B. Lewis. Putnam &
Grosset, 2001. ISBN 0-399-23116-1. 16.99.
32pp.
A PreK-2 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

It is summer. Clover, an African American
girl, notices that the fence through her town
seems bigger. Her family lives on one side of the
fence and white people live on the other.
Clover's mother admonishes her not to climb on
the fence when playing because it just isn't safe.
Clover heeds her mother, but notices a girl on
the other side. Each morning the white girl

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol22/iss2/4

climbs the fence and stares at Clover who stares
back. When the two girls happen to be in town
with their mothers, they turn around to stare at
each other. One day, while very close to the
fence, the little white girl initiates a conversation
with Clover. They both smile. Then they both
rationalize that sitting on the fence isn't breaking
their promises not to go to the other side.
Eventually they play together and sit on the
fence in a long queue with Clover's friends.
Annie muses that eventually the old fence is
going to come down. Clover nods and says,
"Someday."
The illustrations and text are well married.
Lewis's watercolor illustrations lend poignancy
to the text. In the town scene where the girls
stare at each other, a line in the sidewalk serves
as a silent, but powerful metaphor. The queue of
tired girls sitting on the old fence mirrors their
sadness in the "line" that divides them. This is a
touching story of children crossing the racial
divide.

••••
Zindel, Paul. The Gadget. HarperCollins, 2001.
ISBN 0-06-027812-9. $15.95. 184 pp.
A 5-6 FI

Reviewed by Lynn Sorensen

It is 1945. Thirteen-year-old Stephen travels
alone from England to join his father in a
mysterious town on a New Mexico mesa. Dr.
Orr and his fellow physicists are developing a
weapon they refer to only as "The Gadget."
Curious, Stephen and his new friend Alexei try
to discover what's going on. After men
disguised as monks chase them through Santa
Fe, the Orr's housekeeper warns Stephen not to
trust Alexei. Stephen and Alexei secretly
observe the first test of the A-bomb, after which
Stephen's father confines him to town.
Rebelling, he sneaks away to Alexei's ranch
where he discovers that Alexei and his father are
Russian spies. After a harrowing chase involving
a vicious dog, men with guns, and a speeding
train, the Russians are captured, and Stephen is
reconciled with his father.
Zindel accurately uses historical data in this
interesting introduction to a little known subject.
He includes appendices that contains a time line
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for important World War IT events, biographies
of the physicists involved, and bibliography of
sources. These are useful for class discussions as
well as reports. Zindel tells the story in third
person, but the reader sees only what Stephen
sees. This heightens the suspense and keeps the
reader hooked. Stephen's fear that his father
doesn't understand or care about him will appeal
to younger readers, but the voice is too young
and the solution too pat to hold a young adult
audience. The cover will attract more boys than
girls, although the story itself appeals to both.
This is an entertaining, quick read about a little
known subject.

••••
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