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Book Reviews
Adler, David A. A Picture Book of Sacagawea.
lllustrated by Dan Brown. Holiday House,
2000. ISBN 0-823-41485-X. $16.95. 32 pp.
B Pre-3 PB BI

story. Details in costuming and scenery are
interesting and colorful.

••••

Reviewed by Susan Woods

This book is a picture biography of
Sacagawea, the Native American Shoshone
woman who joined the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. Important dates and a selected
bibliography are found at the end of the text.
Sacagawea was born in the Rocky
Mountains in 1788 or 1789. When she was
either ten or eleven, she was captured by a
Hidatsa warrior and taken hundreds of miles
from her mother and her village. A few years
later, Sacagawea was sold to Toussaint
Charbonneau, a white trader and trapper.
Sacagawea became Charbonneau's second wife.
In
1804, Sacagawea met Captains
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and their
Corps of Discovery. They had been sent by
President Thomas Jefferson to explore the
Missouri River and find a route to the Pacific
Ocean. Charbonneau was hired to be an
interpreter, and Sacagawea agreed to accompany
them. In February 1805, a son was born to
Sacagawea, John Baptiste Charbonneau. By
April, the Corps of Discovery began their trip
west; Sacagawea was the only woman and John
Baptiste Charbonneau was the youngest member
of the group. Sacagawea was no doubt a
valuable traveling companion. The author
clearly states how much she helped by gathering
food, interpreting, and befriending Native
American tribes which the Corps of Discovery
met during their journey.
The text is well researched and gives enough
information to begin a study of Lewis and Clark
and their valuable contribution to discoveries in
the West. There are so many more facts
available, however, that this particular story is
just that-a beginning. The watercolor paintings
appear to be accurate representations of the
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Bell, Hilari. Songs of Power. Hyperion, 2000.
ISBN 0-7868-0561-7. $15.99. 208 pp.
A 4-7 FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Imina, descended from an Inuit Shaman,
knows about magic but nothing about
technology. She lives with her parents in an
underwater habitat, a scientific community set
up to regenerate life in the ocean to help restore
the earth's damaged environment. No one in the
community believes in magic, and Imina is an
unhappy isolate. When she discovers that
someone is casting spells and working magic in
an attempt to destroy their habitat, she realizes
that magic is the only way to stop them. With
almost no support from her scientific parents and
other members of the community, Imina
confronts the magic makers and saves the
habitat.
Bell is a good storyteller who spells a
mystery out before the reader's eyes. Like
Imina, this reader didn't put all the pieces
together until the climax at the end. The reader
does have a few more clues than Imina. For
example, from the beginning, Bell puts the
magic makers' meetings with each other in
italics but doesn't say who they are. The final
confrontation between Imina and the magic
makers is both dramatic and humorous; the
solution is surprisingly peaceful and feels
exactly right. This is Bell's first book, but
hopefully not her last.

••••
Brown, Marc. Arthur's Perfect Christmas.
lllustrated by Marc Brown. Little, Brown,
2000. ISBN 0-316-11968-7. $15.95.40 pp.
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A 1-3 PB

Reviewed by Erminia Chao

Arthur is hoping for a perfect Christmas this
year, with lots of snow, a beautifully decorated
tree, and a delicious turkey dinner. But Arthur
isn't so it will happen when D.W. decorates half
of the tree with trolls and unicorns, Dad decides
to make an authentic, ancient Christmas dinner,
and there is no snow. Things turn even worse
when he breaks his mom's perfect Christmas
present. He starts to think he'll have a terrible
Christmas while his friends are having fun
celebrating in their own ways-Buster Baxter
and his mom are celebrating their own special
holiday, "Baxter Day," Muffy is having a big
Christmas party, and Francine's family is
holding a Hanukkah party. Then unexpected
guest, Uncle Fred, comes and improves things.
The dinner is surprisingly delicious, and the
snow finally comes. It is a perfect Christmas
after all.
This book is well written. Arthur, D.W., and
their friends capture the reader's attention by all
the unexpected events throughout the story. The
watercolor illustrations are vivid and beautiful.

witnesses several rescue missions performed by
the Storm Warriors. Through Nathan's eyes, the
reader learns about the strength, courage, and
skill needed to challenge the might of the savage
sea, as well as the soul-satisfying joy that comes
when all lives are saved and the job is well done.
Carbone has researched her material
thoroughly and recreated the time, place, and
events admirably. North Carolina was my home
for about six years, and I found the Outer Banks
a fascinating locale; now that I have read this
novel, I am even more interested. Through
Nathan's experiences, readers of all ages will be
able to go back in time and meet some unsung
heroes, who battled not only the ocean but also
prejudice.

••••

••••
Carbone, Elisa. Storm Warriors. Knopf, 2001.
ISBN 0-375-80664-4. $16.95. 168 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Janice Card

Set on the Outer Banks of North Carolina in
the 1890s, Storm Warriors is a tribute to the
African-American life-saving team who served
at Pea Island Station. These surfmen were
forerunners of today's Coast Guard. They
watched for ships in distress and came to their
aid. With the motto "You have to go out, but
you don't have to come back," they were clearly
brave men.
Young Nathan, a fisherman's son living on
Pea Island with his father and grandfather, longs
to become a surfman. His chances are slim, but
his dream is strong. He sneaks out the lifesaving books from the station, studies them, and
becomes quite adept at doctoring. Nathan and
his father help the Pea Station crew when they
need extra hands. Being a part of things, the boy

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss5/4

©2000 by Jian Jiang Chen

Chen, Kerstin. Lord of the Cranes. lllustrated by
Jian Jiang Chen. North-South, 2000. ISBN
0-7358-U92-X. $15.95. 36 pp.
A 2-4 PB

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Tian is Lord of the Cranes, a wise old man
who lives high in the mountains in this
spectacularly illustrated folktale from China. He
lives with his friends the cranes. One day, he
decides to see if the people in the cities are
remembering to be kind and generous. The
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language of the tale seems stilted at times,
emphasizing in its simplicity the timelessness of
the story.
Tian has only intermittent luck finding
kindness until he comes to Wang's inn, where he
is repeatedly welcomed with food and warmth.
Finally, Tian announces that he must repay
Wang for his kindness and paints three cranes
upon the wall of the inn. Not only is the painting
lovely, but the cranes also step from the picture
and dance whenever anyone is merry in the inn.
Tian disappears and Wang's fortune is madebut this does not alter his kindness to anyone in
need. When Tian returns some time later, it is
only to share a "melody from heaven" with him
and remind him to teach others kindness and
generosity before he calls the cranes from the
wall and flies away with them.
The book is illustrated in remarkably rich
colors, deep and vibrant with light (and the lack
of it when appropriate). If the text is didactic, the
pictures give such a brilliant view of the time
and place that no one will complain.

A family makes reservations for Halloween
night at the Halloween Motel. All of the of the
other guests are scary, including Frankie Stein,
vampires, and evil scientists. Everyone warns
them away from the motel. After their stay is
over, they discover that they went to the wrong
motel, the Holiday Motel.
The artwork is fun-six- to eight-year-old
boys will especially like it. Children will also
enjoy rhyming the words. The abrupt ending is
dissatisfying, but perhaps children will not see it
as such.

••••

••••

Day, Nancy. Your Travel Guide to Colonial
America. Runestone Press, 2001. ISBN 08225-3079-1. $26.60. 96 pp.

Franco, Betsy, ed. You Hear Me?: Poems and
Writing by Teenage Boys. Candlewick Press,
2000. ISBN 0-7636-1158-1. $14.99. 107 pp.

A 4-6 NF

B 7+ PT

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Your Travel Guide to Colonial America
introduces readers to the everyday life of
America's earliest settlers. Day discusses the
challenges that the English, German, and Dutch
immigrants (among others) faced as they tried to
make a life for themselves in the New World.
She covers such topics as religion, law,
recreation, education, and arts and crafts. Day
also explains the important role Native
Americans played and how the colonists
changed their lives.
This book, along with the others in the
Passport to History series, follows the format of
a travel guide. Once again, Day presents a book
that is well-researched, well-written, and hard to
put down. lllustrations consist of maps,
photographs from the Library of Congress, and
cartoons by Tim Parlin. A list of websites and

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

books for further reading are included at the end
of the text.

••••
Diviny, Sean. Halloween Motel. Illustrated by
Joe Rocco. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-06028815-9. $15.89. 32 pp.
B Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Rebecca Bailey

Reviewed by Sarah Olson

"Let your ink run rampant, Langston
Hughes. Let your fingers tickle the ivories
forever, Duke. At every moment history being
made in my own personal Juke-Joint." These
stirring lines are a sampling from a piece written
by a seventeen-year-old for Franco's new
anthology You Hear Me? Over one hundred
pieces of poetry and prose written by boys
between the ages of twelve and twenty are
collected in this work.
Some pieces contain foul language and both
explicit and implicit references to sexuality,
homosexuality, and drug use, and it does seem
to be disproportionately minority writing. But
works such as "There's a Harlem Renaissance in
My Head" and "My Pockets Ain't That Phat"
are worth seeking out. The voices in the best of
these poems and writings are frank and
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rhythmic, begging to be rolled off the tongue.
It's worth it.
Cull individual pieces from this anthology to
share with middle and high school students, and
you will find yourselves moved with the beat
and with this unusual view of the uncovered
thinking of boys today.

••••
Freedman, Russell. Give Me Liberty!: The Story
o/the Declaration of Independence. Holiday
House, 2000. ISBN 0-8234-1448-5. $24.95.
112 pp.
A 3-6 NF

Reviewed by Maren PureeD

Give Me Liberty! depicts the events leading
up to the signing of the Declaration of
Independence and presents it as a revolutionary
document of the utmost importance, not only to
the United States of America but as an
inspiration to others as well. Excerpts from
journals, letters, and other documents of the time
support Freedman's text as he sets the
background for the Declaration. While some
historical books are a chore to get through, Give
Me Liberty! provides a balance of information.
Period paintings and engravings supplement the
text.
This book has several identifiable strengths.
Freedman addresses the role African Americans
played in the fight for Independence and the
issue of slavery. The best part, however, is in the
way Freedman presents the Declaration of
Independence as a living document. He puts it in
perspective as a document for all ages and
periods of time; the truths espoused have truly
expanded to include "all men." Each generation
continues to establish the depth and breadth of
the Declaration of Independence. Children will
enjoy learning the protective measures taken to
preserve the document since its signing.
Included is the Declaration itself, a chronology
of events, a selected bibliography, and a
thorough index. Give Me Liberty! is not only a
great resource for events of this time period, but
also a pleasurable and informative read for
children and adults alike.

Green, Jan and Anna Claybourne. Read About
Volcanoes. Millbrook Press, 2000. ISBN 0761-31173-4. $17.90. 32 pp.
A 2-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Volcanic activity can be complicated, but
not with this book. Read About Volcanoes is an
excellent source to discover the workings of
volcanoes. The narrative text covers such
concepts as volcanic eruptions, types of
volcanoes, helpful volcanoes, and volcano
damage. Colorful illustrations and lively
drawings explain the topics discussed.
This is a great science book to introduce
young minds to the wonders of volcanoes.

••••
Grove, Vicki. Destiny. Putnam, 2000. ISBN 0399-23449-7. $16.99.169 pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Sarah Olson

Destiny's life centers on her motley
family-her shiftless stepfather, her game-showaddict mother, her two baby sisters, and her little
brother Nathan, who keeps asking for promises
that Destiny can't keep. To help financially,
Destiny secures a job with Mrs. Peck, a retired
teacher who shares with Destiny the power of
the ancient search for beauty and knowledge.
Through her developing relationships with a
favorite teacher and Mrs. Peck, Destiny finds in
herself a love and talent for art, a sympathy for
humankind, and an ability to make and keep
promises that might heal her struggling family.
In this work, Grove details with clarity the
poignant transition of a family in crisis to a
family of hope. Reading about Destiny and her
family may be painful, but this novel will heal
where it hurts.

••••

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss5/4
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Haas, Jessie. Will You, Won't You?
Greenwillow, 2001. ISBN 0-06-029197-4.
$15.89. 167 pp.
B 5·7 FI

Reviewed by Sarah Olson

Mad Parker is a newly graduated eighthgrader who shivers at the thought of meeting
people but vehemently denies being shy.
Sentenced to spend the summer with her
grandmother, the Powerful Chair of the (State)
Senate Finance Committee, Mad begins to find
courage within herself-the courage to deal with
her shyness, her future, and the absence of her
father, L.G. (for Long Gone). Haas' writing is
solid as she gives the readers an inside look at
what life surrounded by horse riding, Scottish
country dancing, and the private lives of state
politicians might be like. The passages
describing the movements of the Scottish
country dancing can be confusing, and Haas
may have used too many exclamation points, but
this work is dependable, pleasant, and
sufficiently inspiring.

••••
Hanley, Victoria. The Seer and the Sword.
Holiday House, 2000. ISBN 0-8234-1532-5.
$17.95.341 pp.
A 6-10 FI

Reviewed by Rachel Wadham

After defeating the peaceful kingdom of
Bellandra, King Kareed returns with spoils of
war-the magic Sword of Bellandra and sundry
gifts for his only child, Princess Torina. Among
her gifts are a magic crystal and Landen, the
exiled prince of Bellandra, to serve as her slave.
Kind-hearted Torina immediately frees the boy,
who becomes part of the King's household,
leaving behind his peaceful heritage to train as a
warrior. Over time, Landen and Torina form a
close friendship, and Torina learns to see the
future in her magic crystal. Things change when
the Captain Vesputo, groomed to be King and
Torina's fiance, seeks power and becomes
vicious and murderous. Soon both Landen and
Torina are forced to escape the country. As they
both try to forge new lives for themselves, both
Landen and Torina become players in a

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

complicated political plots that vests Vesputo
against the High King Dahmis.
Hanley's high-fantasy tale is full of romance
and intrigue. Built on the vast Arthurian fantasy
tradition, The Seer and the Sword develops a
strong sense of place that surrounds the varied
characters and pulls readers into the conflict
where they will be held until the climactic end.
The strong, vivid, realistic characters are
intriguing, even if some are developed less
clearly than others. The strong plot, although not
evenly paced, will keep readers guessing even
when they may think they have anticipated the
plot's twists and turns. While the novel's theme
and other small items such as the exact nature of
the magic Sword of Bellandra are vague, they do
not detract from the overall excitement and fun.
Fans of Sherwood Smith, Tamora Pierce, and
Robin McKinley will find much to enjoy in this
novel.

••••
Hautman, Pete. Hole in the Sky. Simon &
Schuster, 2001. SIBN 0-689-83118-8.
$16.00. 192 pp.
A 9+ FI

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

In 2028, a deadly flu epidemic ravages the
earth; a decade later fewer than forty million
people are still alive. Of this number, some have
managed to avoid infection, while the rest are
"Survivors" who caught the disease but were not
killed. Survivors are now immune to the flu, but
the experience has left them hairless. Many
develop handicaps, becoming blind, deaf, or
mute. Those who are not a part of the Survivor
group must avoid contact with strangers at all
costs. Ceej Kane and his sister Harryette (a
Survivor) have been living at Grand Canyon
Village with their uncle (a former park ranger)
for the decade since the flu hit.
Ceej is too young to remember life before
the flu. Harryette is psychologically scarred by
the experience of becoming ill, waking up to an
empty town, and finding her parents dead.
Physically, she has some sort of aphasia-after
the illness she is unable to speak or understand
language, although she can still read and write,
and she learns to sign. Life is becoming more
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and more dangerous for this tiny, isolated
community, especially with the arrival of the
Kinka, a roving band of Survivors who are
convinced that the flu was God's way of
punishing the earth, that the Survivors have
survived because they are God's chosen, and
that it is their duty to fulfill the will of God by
exposing anyone not yet exposed to the disease.
The Grand Canyon Villagers discover the
arrival of the Kinka when they notice that the
river flowing through the Canyon is nearly dry.
The Kinka have wiped out the inhabitants of
Page, Arizona, by deliberately infecting them, so
Glen Canyon Dam is no longer being
maintained, and water is not flowing through.
Uncle and Harryette go to investigate. When
they do not return, Ceej and a friend, Tim, try to
find them and run straight into the Kinka.
Knowing the area, Ceej is able to escape with
Tim to safety, but Tim injures himself during the
descent into the canyon. When he wakes up, a
Hopi girl named Bella is nursing him. Bella has
also managed to avoid infection and is searching
for the Sipapuni, a Hopi sacred place believed to
be the entrance to another world.
Hole in the Sky is divided into four parts,
each told in the voice of one of the four
protagonists, Ceej, Bella, Tim, and Harryette.
This unusual technique is extremely effective,
allowing the reader to see how the characters
both understand and misunderstand each other,
emphasizing the isolation each of the young
adults' experiences in this dystopia, but also
emphasizing their growing dependence on one
another. Hautman explores the loneliness such a
world would entail and suggests how society
might deal with such a disaster. Readers will be
drawn to think for themselves what such a world
might be like and how they might live-or
survive-in it. The fact that the event triggering
the disaster, a flu epidemic, is not an improbable
occurrence, makes this gripping novel all the
more believable. The author also explores
personal religious beliefs. Bella's faith in the
Sipapuni, shared by Ceej but not by Harryette or
Tim, is treated with respect, and at the end, the
reader is left to decide whether it exists or not.
Disturbing in many ways, this book is ultimately
satisfying and thought provoking. Highly
recommended.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss5/4

••••
Heaney, Marie. The Names Upon the Harp:
Irish Myth and Legend. lllustrated by PJ.
Lynch. Arthur A. Levine, 2000. ISBN 0590-68053-8. $19.95. 95 pp.
B 5·6 PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

In this collection of stories, Heaney presents
a sample of the most popular Irish myths and
legends. The stories are divided into the
Mythological cycle, the Ulster cycle, and the
Fenian cycle; a brief introduction to each
particular literary tradition is included at the
beginning of the section. Heaney offers her
readers an interesting array of heroes and
villains. The evil queen Aiofe turns her
stepchildren into swans, a shape they are forced
to keep for nine hundred years. Oisin visits the
Land of Youth, only to return to his homeland
and change from a strong young warrior into a
withered old man. Setanta is a brave young boy
who slays a monstrous hound with a ball and
becomes known a Cuchulainn, "the Hound of
Culann," one of the most popular Irish mythic
heroes.
The stories make for interesting reading,
although some are grizzly in their depiction of
tribal violence. Lynch's illustrations have a
fantasy quality about them that nicely
complements Heaney's text. Heaney includes a
section for further reading and a pronunciation
guide for the Irish Gaelic names.

••••
Jaffe, Nina. Tales for the Seventh Day: A
Collection of Sabbath Stories. lllustrated by
Kelly Sutherland. Scholastic, 2000. ISBN 0590-12054-9. $15.95. 96 pp.
A 4·6 NF

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Seven stories of the Jewish culture, along
with humorous charcoal drawings, can be found
in the pages of this interesting book of Jewish
tales. The glossary and pronunciation guide at
the back are helpful to those readers who are
unfamiliar with Jewish customs and language. A
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bibliography at the end of the book adds to the
authenticity of the text.
Although the stories are of Jewish tradition
and beliefs, they have universal appeal. They are
told in a way that makes them sparkle with
folktale magic. Readers will recognize the
simpleton, the beautiful queen, and the poor
shepherd found in many international folktales.
Jaffe writes, "We hope that as you read these
tales, you will be drawn into the world of magic,
harmony, mystery, and peace, that is part of the
spirit and ritual of the Sabbath day."
In addition to the actual stories, Jaffe cites
her sources and inspiration to retell the stories.
These short vignettes are as interesting as the
stories themselves! Jaffe, a respected author and
winner of numerous awards for her nonfiction
tales of different cultures, brings us another
enjoyable and enlightening book.

••••
Jeffers, H. Paul. Legends of Santa Claus. Lerner,
2000. ISBN 0-822-52983-2. $25.26. 112 pp.

*

4-8 BI

later, in 1822, Clement Clark Moore wrote A
Visit from St. Nicholas, a poem inspired by
stories from Irving's book, which we now know
as 'Twas the Night Before Christmas. Thomas
Nast's drawings were influential in shaping our
idea of what Santa looks like, and he also placed
Santa's official residence at the North Pole.
Other examples include Katharine Lee Bates,
credited with encouraging children to leave
Santa cookies and milk, and Gene Autry, who
added the ninth reindeer, Rudolph, in his famous
song. Many other songs, books, and movies
about Santa Claus are presented in this book,
leaving us no doubt where we have gotten many
of our current ideas about the jolly elf.
Jeffers dances around the issue whether or
not Santa Claus is ultimately fact or fiction,
taking no firm stand one way or the other. Part
of the biography series by A&E television,
Legends of Santa Claus is not your typical
biography. It is, however, very well researched
and comprehensive. I found this book both
entertaining and extremely informative. It
should be appreciated by young and old alike.

••••

Reviewed by Keith R. Westover

Jeffers skillfully presents the history of
Santa Claus as he has appeared at different times
and in different places. He begins by retelling
the biblical story of the wise men, or magi, who
came from the East to find the Christ child and
give him presents. The next account is of Saint
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in Asia Minor), who,
after perfonning many good deeds and miracles
around A.D. 300, became the patron saint of
children. It is in this role that his name is
associated with Christmas and Santa Claus.
Jeffers also briefly presents other versions of gift
givers from different countries, such as Kris
Kringle (Germany), Grandfather Frost (Russia),
and Samichlaus (Switzerland).
The origins of many of our present-day
customs with regard to Santa Claus and
Christmas are revealed in this book. For
instance, the idea of the reindeer pulling his
sleigh comes from Finland. In America, many of
our current ideas originate from a book written
by Washington Irving in 1810 entitled A History
of New York from the beginning of the World to
the End of the Dutch Dynasty. Several years
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Joseph, Lynn. The Color of My Words.
HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-0602-8233-9.
$14.95. 138 pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Doorly Mora

"This portrait of magic held in my hands, a
collage of words colors and plans. My brother's
story remembered and told. The color of my
words forever bold." The Color of My Words is
truly a "portrait of magic" as Ana Rosa
Hernandez tells her story of growing up in the
Dominican Republic.
Ana Rosa Hernandez is a young girl with a
dream of one day becoming a writer. Because of
politics in the Caribbean and her gender, being a
writer would always be only a dream. Her
brother, Guario, however, encourages and
inspires her; he is her angel. When elections
come around, she is finally given the
opportunity to write. Demonstrations break out
on Ana's thirteenth birthday, and she loses the
most important thing in her life.

7
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This poetic and enchanting book focuses on
family unity and the culture of La Republica
Dominicana. It is a story of bravery, love, and
encouragement that readers will relate to.

••••
Kerner, Charlotte. Blueprint. Translated by
Elizabeth D. Crawford. Lerner, 2000. ISBN
0-8225-0080-9. $16.95. 189 pp.
B 7+ FI

Reviewed by Sarah Olson

Siri is more than just Iris's daughter-she is
her sister, she is her self, she is her clone. Iris is
an aging concert pianist suffering from the
debilitating effects of multiple sclerosis. She
decides that the only way to leave the world
peacefully is to leave some part of her behind.
Iris asks a world-famous doctor to implant her
with her own clone egg for her to raise, love,
and teach the secrets of a true musician. But Siri
has her own ideas and her own desires. In this
"memoir" of Siri-the clone, the blueprint, the
"misbred"-Siri explores her youth as her
mother/sister's best friend and self and the
consequent identity crises clones must face.
Kerner writes a startling inside view of what
it might be like to grow up an exact replica of
someone else's genes. Adult discretion is
advised due to the treatment of this sensitive
subject matter and three references to acts of
adultery and premarital sexuality. The value of
Blueprint lies in its ability to force the reader to
contemplate what it might be like to live in a
world where human clones play an active,
normal role in society.

••••
Le Jars, David. Hay Alguien en Casal (Is
Anyone Home?). Translated by Susana
Paternac. Two-Can Publishing, 2000. ISBN
1-587-28951-2. $4.95. 24 pp.
A Pre-K PB

Reviewed by Doorly Mora

Along with the Spanish names of articles in
the home or backyard are pictures of characters
using the articles. This allows Spanish children,
or children learning Spanish, to understand what

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss5/4

it is they usually point at and how to call for it.
The illustrations and colors are vivid; the words
are easy to pronounce. Many will understand
pideos (spaghetti) and muiieca (doll). This is an
excellent picture book for youngsters learning to
read Spanish and distinguish objects.

••••
Le Jars, David. Mis Amigos, Los Animales (My
Animal Friends). Translated by Susana
Paternac. Two-Can Publishing, 2000. ISBN
1-587-28951-2. $4.95. 24 pp.
A Pre-K PB

Reviewed by Doorly Mora

The goal of the collection Hablamos is to
simplify and make more enjoyable the
pronunciation and the learning of new words.
_ With a focus on animals, Mis Amigos, Los
Animales teaches children the names of a variety
of animals in Spanish. The use of bright,
colorful illustrations simplifies understanding of
the animal names. For example, coala means
koala and chimpanci means chimpanzee. The
combination of illustrations (which replace the
English translations) and Spanish words helps
children learn more quickly.
With different colors and illustrations of
many different animal homes-desert, rain
forest, and farm-children will not only learn
animals and their homes, but also a new
language!

••••
Ledwon, Peter. Midnight Math: Twelve Terrific
Math Games. lllustrated by Marilyn Mets.
Holiday House, 2000. ISBN 0-823-41530-9.
32 pp.
A K-3 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

While the clock ticks on, Chester, Leon, and
Maury, the little furry game hosts, aren't
sleeping. They're having too much fun with
numbers. With a deck of playing cards, some
dice, and other common household items, kids
can have a blast playing action-packed games
while improving their addition and subtraction
skills.
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Simply follow the comic-book style, stepby-step instructions and you'll want to play
games until midnight. "Snack Attack,"
"Something Fishy," and "Nasty Pirate Treasure
Hunt" are three of the exciting games. The
puppet illustrations mixed with watercolor
drawings make delightful pictures. Whether you
stay up playing until midnight or not, don't
forget to have fun!

••••
Lester, Julius. Albidaro and the Mischievous
Dream. llIustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Phyllis
Fogelmann, 2000. ISBN 0-8037-1987-6.
$16.99.32 pp.
C Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Sometimes the illustrations overshadow the
text, even with an established and talented
author. This is one of those times. Starting with
a mischievous idea from a fast-traveling dream
enhanced by the thoughtless joy of a mythical
guardian, this story has the imaginative base to
be enchanting. The drawings are beyond
enchanting and present a real world filled with
unexpected magic, but the story falls short.
One day the children get tired of having to
do as they are told (such as go to bed now, get
up now, eat this, don't eat that), and a dream
thought is circulated by the teddy bears, who
know how children feel. Albidaro, the Guardian
of Children, also knows their feelings and
decides that a day or two of total freedom would
be delightful for them. His sister, Olara,
Guardian of the Animals, cares only for the
animals, so he decides it is only fair to give the
animals the same freedom from rules. The
ensuing chaos sets the world on its ear, frightens
the children, and makes the animals grateful to
return to their natural habitats when Olara takes
a hand in the enchantment.
Although there are some funny moments of
interaction when the children assume a parental
role toward the disruptive animals and the idea
may tickle the fancy of young readers, as a
whole, the book seems as lacking in order as the
world it displays, more like a daydream jotted on
a yellow pad during a dull meeting than Lester's
usual professional expertise. The illustrations, on
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the other hand, never fall short of extraordinary
and make the book worth its price.

••• •
Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi to the Rescue. Illustrated
by Michael Chesworth. Viking, 2000. ISBN
0-670-88074-4. $13.99. 32 pp.
B Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Nine-year-old Pippi Longstocking lives in
Villa Villekeella. She doesn't have any parents.
This is nice, because there is no one to tell her
when to go to bed or to take cod liver oil when
she prefers caramel candy.
One Sunday, Pippi saddles her horse and
gallops into town. Normally quiet and peaceful,
the town is alive with activity. The skyscraper is
on fire, and two small boys are trapped inside!
The ladder on the fire engine is too short to
reach the boys, and it is impossible to enter the
inferno. The townspeople have given up hope.
Pippi Longstocking comes to the rescue. In
her unabashed style, she retrieves both boys
single-handedly, leaving the poor adults
puzzling over their inability to do anything but
stare. Not only does Pippi rescue the boys, she
dances wildly and sings loudly about the "jolly,
jolly fire." The townspeople give three cheers
for Pippi, and once again she has saved the day.
The text was excerpted from two chapters in
Pippi Longstocking, with Lindgren's assistance.
The first two pages of the book give us Pippi's
background-who she is and why she is without
parents, and introduces us to her playmates,
Tommy and Annika. This is the story of one of
Pippi's adventures.
As always, Pippi is enchanting and brave,
and she doesn't need adults to empower her. She
is the same Pippi readers have always loved, but
with a new image in this picture book.
Chesworth's illustrations are bold and bright.
Pippi still wears her braids and striped socks
tucked inside her too-big shoes. While an
enjoyable vignette, a thorough introduction to
Pippi Longstocking is probably necessary for
readers to understand the full flavor of who
Pippi is and how she conducts her unusual and
fascinating life.
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••••
London, Jonathan. Froggy Goes to Bed.
lllustrated by Frank Remkiewicz. Viking,
2000. ISBN 0-670-8860-5. $15.99. 32 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Fans of the Froggy series will love this new
addition to the world of the lovable frog who
takes a long time accomplishing tasks. This
time, Froggy finds many ways to postpone going
to bed. In addition to the usual delays of getting
a drink of water, hearing a bedtime story, and
getting a goodnight kiss, Froggy finds countless
ways to stay up a little longer.
The watercolor illustrations continue to
delight children with their bright, bold cartoons.
Froggy has endearing expressions as the
mischievous frog with endless excuses for not
going to bed.

•• ••
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. The Lamp, the Ice,
and the Boat Called Fish. lllustrated by Beth
Krommes. Houghton Mifflin, 2001. ISBN 0618-00341-X. $15.00. 48 pp.
A 3-6 PB

Reviewed by Janice Card

Martin, author of the Caldecott Awardwinning Snowflake Bentley, provides readers
with a unique experience. Through the written
word and Krommes' scratchboard artwork, we
step back in time to 1913 and join the Canadian
Arctic Expedition that traveled north on a boat
called "Fish." When the boat freezes in the ice,
those aboard pool their knowledge and resources
to build shelters and survive in the harsh climate.
When the ship sinks, the explorers must make
their way to land, an arduous and dangerous
journey. With sleds and dogs and their own
strength they fight their way over the ice. Some
survive and others perish. An Inupiaq family
(father, mother, and eight- and two-year-old
daughters) are among the survivors of the
expedition. Their experience and abilities help
others cope with the trials of living in the High
North.
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Crafts and skills that are centuries old are
introduced to young readers. They get a feel for
the Inupiaq culture and lifestyle and learn about
teamwork and survival. The book includes
photographs of the survivors and information
about all those who participated in the
adventure. A map shows the route they
followed. Tucked inside parentheses after each
strange name given in the text are helpful
pronunciation guides. How nice it is to learn
about the frozen north through the experiences
of others. I doubt readers will want to hop the
next boat heading north to the arctic, but they
will have a healthy respect for those who have
traveled there.

••••
Mayer, Marianna. The Twelve Apostles: Their
Lives and Acts. Phyllis Fogelman, 2000.
ISBN 0-8037-2533-7. $16.99. 32 pp.
B 4-6 PB BI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Mayer combines scripture, legend, and
apocryphal writings to tell the life stories of
Jesus' twelve apostles. The result of her work is
an intriguing look at the men who left behind
their families and possessions and devoted
themselves to teaching the Word of God.
Mayer is careful to distinguish between
opinion, legend, and actual scripture, using
footnotes to cite sources when clarification is
needed. Each one-page biography is respectful
and makes the point that, for the most part, these
men were courageous and devoted to their
master and his teachings. Mayer ends each story
by mentioning the symbols medieval artists used
to identify the apostles in their paintings. For
example, Peter is usually depicted holding keys,
while Matthew is often shown holding a money
box or sitting at a desk with an angel. The
book's illustrations consist of fine works of art
by such masters as Albrect Durer, Giotto di
Bondone, and EI Greco. Overall, The Twelve
Apostles is an interesting reference work.

••••
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McNamee, Graham. Nothing Wrong with a
Three-legged Dog. Delacorte, 2000. ISBN
0-385-32755-2. $14.95. 128 pp.
A 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Keath is the only white boy in his fourthgrade class, where he is bullied by Toothpick, a
mean-spirited boy whose older brother beats
him. Keath (a.k.a. "Whitey") finds solace and
companionship with Lynda, a girl teased as
"Zebra" because her father is white and her
mother is African American. Keath's passion in
life is dogs, and Lynda's mother is a
veterinarian. Keath and Lynda help care for the
sick and wounded animals, particularly a puppy
named Leftovers, who was hit by a car.
The fully realized characters in this fine,
short, middle-grade novel have much to say and
show us about prejudice, friendship, and the
dynamics of schoolrooms and families. Neither
overly sentimental nor particularly discouraging,
this story of a dog-loving, inner-city boy is
unusual and thought provoking.

••••
Older, Effin. My Two Grandmothers. lllustrated
by Nancy Hayashi. Harcourt Brace, 2000.
ISBN 0-15-200785-7. $16.00. 32 pp.
A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Lily loves spending time with each of her
grandmothers. Grammy Lane lives on a farm,
where she and Lily ride tractors in the summer
and tramp through the snow in winter. Bubbe
Silver lives in an apartment in the city. When
Lily visits Bubbe Silver, they play golf and have
lunch in the clubhouse.
Christmas and Hanukkah are family
traditions, and Lily enjoys them both. For
Hanukkah, Lily and Bubbe Silver prepare gefilte
fish with horseradish, and light the menorah.
They eat latkes with family and friends, and the
children open presents. On Christmas, Lily and
Grammy Lane open Christmas presents, eat
turkey and dressing, and have homemade pie for
dessert.
Lily decides it is time for the grandmothers
to spend time together, so she organizes a party.
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Each grandmother is invited to bring something
traditional to the party. The three of them, Lily,
Grammy Lane, and Bubbe Silver, start a new
tradition by sharing the old traditions together.
The contrast between the two grandmothers
is great, but believable. Their two worlds are
very different, but to Lily, they each have their
own brand of magic. The artwork is comfortable
and realistic. The characterization of the
grandmothers is pleasing and interesting, and
Lily's enjoyment of both lifestyles is obvious.
The appeal for young readers is its
believability. The contrast between lifestyles is
very real for young readers today. There is no
statement of a right or wrong way to live or
celebrate traditions, and thus the book is a good
springboard for a discussion of ethnic
backgrounds and the melting-pot history of
America.

••••
Park, Sue. The Kite Fighters. Houghton Mifflin,
2000. ISBN 0-395-94041-9. $15.00. 136 pp.
A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Many books are written about competitive
sports, but few written about kite fighters.
Here's a terrific story about the New Year's kite
competition set in Korea in 1473. Two brothers,
Young-sup and his older brother Kee-sup, are
commissioned by the young Korean king to
construct and fly a kite in the New Year's Kite
Flying Festival.
Young-sup can launch a kite successfully
every time. He instinctively knows what the kite
wants him to do. Kee-sup is a magnificent
craftsman. The golden dragon kite he presents to
the king is second to none. His talent of
craftsmanship, however, is not reflected in his
kite-flying ability. In fact, he can't get a kite in
the air unless he runs downhill, dragging it
behind him. Despite this, it is Kee-sup, heir to
all the privileges and responsibilities bestowed
upon the firstborn son, who is chosen by their
father to represent the House of Lee in this
year's competition. No matter what Young-sup
wants or where his talents lie, his duty is to help
his brother.
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This fast-moving story reveals many of the
customs and centuries-old traditions of Korean
culture. The rule that allows kites to cut their
opponent's flying line challenges the boys as
they prepare to compete with last year's
champion kite fighter. Will they succeed? The
brothers learn about each other as they work
together to challenge the tradition that requires a
younger brother to stay in second place.

••••
Rader, Laura. Santa's New Suit. lllustrated by
Laura Rader. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 006-028439-0. $12.89. 32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Rebecca Bailey

All of Santa's red suits are torn and
smudged, and he's tired of them. He needs
something different. The new suit he brings
home is definitely a change, but neither the
elves, reindeer, nor children like it. Mrs. Santa
gets him a clean, new red suit, and everyone is
happy.
Santa's New Suit is an appealing book with
humorous illustrations. The last page is
particularly satisfying, where Rader incorporates
the changes that Santa wants into the book while
staying true to the tradition of Santa.

••••
Rockwell, Anne. The Boy Who Wouldn't Obey:
A Mayan Legend. lllustrated by Anne
Rockwell. Greenwillow, 2000. ISBN 0-68814881-6. $15.95. 24 pp.
B Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Rockwell has retold this Mayan Legend
beautifully by reproducing Ancient Mayan
glyphs as well as words about Chac, the great
Mayan lord who makes rain. When Chac takes a
disobedient boy from the earth to be his servant,
the trouble begins and doesn't stop until the boy
is safely reunited with his family.
As with most legends, the gods are allpowerful, but they are often out-witted by a
mortal. In this case, the mortal is a small,
disobedient Mayan boy, who refuses to obey his
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mortal parents and is equally disobedient to
Chaco His disobedience causes so much trouble
and inconvenience to Chac that he is sent home.
His family are happy to see him, though they
find it hard to believe his fantastic stories of life
in the sky.
In the foreword, Rockwell relates why she
chose the artwork, the colors, and the motifs
used on each page. After an extensive study of
the Mayan pyramids in Mexico, preserved
ceramic vessels belonging to the Mayan people,
and their gods and religion, Rockwell felt there
was no better way to tell and illustrate this
legend than to use the language and art of the
Mayans. Children will enjoy the bold colors and
will watch for the monkey that appears on each
page. Mayan mythology says it was a monkey
who first wrote down stories. The monkey in
this story observes and records everything that
_happens.

••••
Rosen, Michael J. Our Eight Nights of
Hanukkah. lllustrated by Dyanne DisalvoRyan. Holiday House, 2000. ISBN 0-82341476-0. $16.95. 32 pp.
A 2-6 PB

Reviewed by Rebecca Bailey

Our Eight Nights of Hanukkah tells the story
of a young family celebrating Hanukkah. They
teach their children why it is celebrated and the
story behind the traditions. Each night one
candle is lit on the Menorah and a different
tradition is observed. For example, on the
second night, potato latkes fried in oil are served
to remind everyone about the oil lamp found in
the wrecked temple.
In one of my favorite parts, the family are
walking to the temple with their gifts. In the
lighted windows they see both Christmas trees
and menorahs. Later, the dad says, "Hanukkah is
about people of different religions living
together."
This book is very informative and would be
a good way to introduce children to the
traditions and history behind the traditions of
Hanukkah.

••••
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for suggested reading and listening complete this
anthology.
This collection is priceless. The poems are
sublime and sacred, intimate and sad. Some will
lead you to laugh and smile, some to cry. All
will cause you to pause, reflect, and recollect
fleeting moments from the past, from the
anthology of your own family memories.
Hopefully, it will also provide "new ways to
look at ourselves and at others; at our past,
present, and future existing all together in this
thing called family," as Rosenberg suggests.
Roots & Flowers is a welcome addition to any
poetry collection in the home or classroom.

f<,ems

••••

Oil

family

Scamander, Newt (J.K. Rowling). Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find Them. Scholastic,
2001. ISBN 0-439-29501-7. $3.99. 42 pp.
©200 1 by Debra Lill

B 1+ FI

Rosenberg, Liz, ed. Roots & Flowers: Poets and
Poems on Family. Henry Holt, 2001. ISBN
0-8050-6433-8. $21.95. 245 pp.

The young Newt Scamander enjoyed his
mother's blessings in his studies of fantastic
beasts. This interest eventually led to a career in
Magizoology (the study of magical beasts) and
this book. Fantastic Beasts is now in its fiftysecond edition and has earned Scarnander
worldwide acclaim. He was even awarded the
Order of Merlin, Second Class, for his
explorations concerning fantastic beasts.
This facsimile of Harry Potter's personal
copy of Fantastic Beasts includes his notes and
comments on many pages. For example, the
book tells readers "Rumors that a colony of
Acromantula has been established in Scotland
are unconfinned." But Harry wrote in his book,
"confinned by Harry Potter and Ron Weasley."
Scamander's footnotes are also insightful and
humorous. I was intrigued to learn that the
"Erumpent will not attack unless sorely
provoked, but should it charge, the results are
usually catastrophic." It also pleased me to
finally learn which beast provides the pelt used
in the weaving of Invisibility Cloaks.
Yes, I'm a Harry Potter fan, and I
wholeheartedly endorse this addition to Potter's
adventures. Now when Rowling presents a new
beast in her novels, I can read about the dangers
this particular beast may present. As always, I'm

A 8+ PT

Reviewed by Maren PureeD

Family-the word is spoken, and a thousand
images and memories flood your mind. Going a
little deeper, you realize you really are a flower
stemming from roots-roots that have shaped
you into what you have become. Rosenberg's
latest anthology for young people explores this
interconnection between roots (parents and
ancestors)
and
flowers
(children and
grandchildren, siblings and cousins). A wide
range of family bonds and experiences are
represented as poets share those things closest to
their hearts-families.
Among the forty contemporary poets
represented in this work are those who are
famous and those being published for the first
time. The poems are arranged alphabetically by
the author's last name. Each entry begins with a
photograph, often a candid snapshot, of the poet
and his or her family, followed by the writer's
own feelings about poetry and family. After this
background and introduction comes the poem or
poems. Biographical notes and an annotated list
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Reviewed by Alex Black
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pleasantly surprised
imagination.

by

Rowling's

fertile

••••
Shu levitz, Uri. What is a Wise Bird Like You
Doing in a Silly Tale Like This? illustrated
by Uri Shulevitz. Farrar Straus Giroux,
2000. ISBN 0-374-38300-6. $16.00. 30 pp.

*

All PB

Reviewed by Keith R. Westover

This latest book by Shulevitz features his
own brilliantly expressive illustrations, but it is
much more than just a picture book. In the
dedication, Shulevitz reveals that this book is
written "In memory of my mother. I've adapted
some of her stories from my childhood in this
book." I don't know whether it is Shulevitz's
mother that had the weird imagination or
Shulevitz with his imaginary adaptations? In any
case, the title gives us a clue as to the content of
the book. It is definitely silly.
Shulevitz tells the story of an imaginary
place he calls Pickleberry. This place is
described succinctly and accurately on the dust
jacket thus: "Pickleberry is a place where stories
wildly intertwine, deceit runs rampant, and
wisdom ultimately prevails over so, so much
nonsense." The tale features such characters as
an emperor, a janitor (the emperor's twin
brother), a talking bird named Lou, an invisible
half-citizen, a traveling salesman, and a dead
candlestick.
Although written in the guise of a children's
fairy tale picture book, I have trouble believing
that the average American child will
immediately relate to this atypical tale. I
personally had to read it more than once in order
to figure out what was going on in the story. On
the other hand, I can easily imagine this book
becoming an underground classic of sorts.

••••
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Singer, Marilyn. The Circus Lunicus. Henry
Holt, 2000. ISBN 0-8050-6268-6. $17.00.
168 pp.
A 4-9 FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Solly is a male stepchild whose life is made
miserable by a wicked stepmother. Or maybe
she's just stupid; he tries to give her the benefit
of the doubt. At any rate, Solly, being always in
trouble, is not going to the gigantic, stupendous,
mysterious Circus Lunicus that has all his
friends (and his enemies) on their ears. An
unwanted gift, a little red-haired girl, and some
space alien assistance help Solly find the reasons
for his misery and the facts surrounding his
mother's disappearance.
Somewhere at a comfortable distance
between science fiction and a standard friend
story, Circus Lunicus entertains and touches its
readers. Solly has problems like you've never
heard of, but he's real and likeable, and a circus
is a circus even today. This one should be a hit
from fourth grade on up.

••••
Springer, Nancy, ed. Ribbiting Tales. Illustrated
by Tony DiTerlizzi. Philomel, 2000. ISBN
0-3299-23312-1. $16.99. 117 pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

A collection of stories based on frogs
doesn't seem a likely choice for the most sought
after recreational reading possibility, but hold
on. With names like Jane Yolen, Bruce Coville,
Brian Jacques, and Nancy Springer on the list,
the prospect grows brighter, as well it should.
These are not just slick frogs, frogs that turn into
princes, or frogs that croak in the swamp at
night. These frogs do things like jump over the
moon and get stuck, punish a town that doesn't
keep its promises with rock concerts, and give
birth to a frogman who will avenge the wrongs
of pollution. Sly use of language and situation
enhance the basically ridiculous idea of a frog
world (you didn't hear me say that), and the
delightful humor of the unexpected makes this
group a winner. Read aloud or recommend to an
especially sharp reader and share the fun.
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•• ••

This
picture
book
biography
of
Michelangelo is enjoyable and engrossing.
Stanley presents her information clearly and
simply, yet doesn't talk down to her readers.
There is a lot of text for a picture book, but that
is not a distraction. Stanley's research is
thorough, discussing Michelangelo's life from
early childhood when he was sent to live with a
stonecutter's family to his death at the age of
eighty-nine. Her illustrations are done in
watercolors, colored pencil, and gouache. What
makes them interesting and different is that
Stanley uses Adobe Photoshop to incorporate
images of some of Michelangelo's works into
her own paintings. An author's note at the
beginning of the book offers a brief history of
the Renaissance and includes a map of Italy at
the time of Michelangelo. A bibliography is
included at the back of the book.

••••
©2000 by Diane Stanley

Stanley, Diane. Michelangelo. lllustrated by
Diane Stanley. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN
0-688-15086-1. $15.89. 48 pp.

*

3+ PB BI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Michelangelo Buonarroti was one of the
greatest artists that ever lived. He was a
perfectionist who had few friends and who
thought nothing of butting heads with such
powerful men as Pope Julius II. While most
artists usually mastered only one major art form,
Michelangelo
mastered
three:
painting,
architecture, and sculpture. Among his famous
works of art are such creations as the Pieta, a
seventeen foot-high marble statue of David, and,
his greatest work, the paintings that decorate the
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Not all of
Michelangelo's
works
were
successful,
however; the tomb he was commissioned to
build for Pope Julius II caused him frustration
for more than forty years. When it was finally
completed, Michelangelo hated it, and Julius's
heirs were so disappointed that they buried him
elsewhere.
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Stone, Phoebe. All the Blue Moons at the
Wallace Hotel. Little, Brown, 2000. ISBN 0316-81645-0. $15.95. 198 pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Sarah Olson

The first thing that catches you about All the
Blue Moons at the Wallace Hotel is the front
illustration cover: it's blue and silver, soft and
striking, and immediately appealing. You lift the
stiff cover and begin reading. From the
beginning, you discover two things: (1) this
book is written in an awkward present tense that
never lets you forget you're reading a book, and
(2) Wallace, of the Wallace Hotel, is not an old
man or the family's name-it's a little girl who
sometimes wears multiple dresses at once and
whose baking specialty is sugar-and-olive
cookies.
This book is beautiful-the story, the
setting, but especially the characters. It is told
from the point of view of eleven-year-old Fiona
Hopper, whose closest companion is her fiveyear-old sister Wallace. Their favorite thing to
do is to think of new names for Wallace (she
doesn't like hers) and roam the emptied rooms
of their giant, run-down house. Wallace plays
and sings and talks to her friends in the townold and young; Fiona wakes early to practice
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ballet in the cold, forgotten ballroom,
accompanied only by a recording of her favorite
song, Blue Moon. Fiona wants to dance, Wallace
wants a new name, and we keep reading because
we want to know why this loving, gifted family
are grieving so quietly and so fiercely over the
death of their father.
The present tense is perpetually irritating,
Wallace's words may be too old for a five-yearold, but the people are quirky, sensitive, and
funny. I'm disappointed that I'll only meet them
when I read this book again. All this book needs
is a good editor and another chance, and I could
guarantee it would take your breath away. Even
as it is, it might do the job.

•• • •
Sturges, Philemon. Sacred Places. lllustrated by
Giles LaRoche. Putnam's, 2000. ISBN 0399-23317-2. $16.99. 40 pp.

*

3-6 PB NF

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Throughout history, people have built
temples, cathedrals, and mosques as a way to
praise God. Sturges and LaRoche introduce
readers to five of the world's major religions
(Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam) and the places they call sacred. Some
of these places, like the Abbey Church of SaintDenis in France, took hundreds of years to
complete. Others, like the Ganges River Ghat,
aren't buildings at all but are treated with the
same reverence as a mosque or church. Still
others, like an open field on a starry night,
weren't created by people at all.
Sacred Places introduces young readers to
the concepts of sacred space and diversity of
worship. Sturges offers a brief history of each of
the five religions discussed throughout the text.
He talks about famous sites, such as the Dome
of the Rock in Jerusalem, and some that are not
so well known like the New St. Nicholas Church
and Spirit Houses in Eklutna Village, Alaska.
Sturges explains that worship can consist of
everything from prayer and mediation to singing
at the top of your voice. Carefully chosen,
simple words convey a tone of respect for all of
the religions mentioned. Sturges does not
assume that his readers will know what a
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Buddhist or a Christian believes and offers
explanations of beliefs when necessary.
LaRoche's stunning illustrations use a
combination of drawing, painting, and
papercutting to create a three-dimensional effect.
The amount of detail is often breathtaking and
impressive. The illustrations are beautiful.
Author and illustrator include a map showing the
location of each of the twenty-six religious sites
discussed in the text. Sturges and LaRoche also
produced the award-winning book Bridges to
Cross.

••••
Trueman,
Terry.
Stuck
in
Neutral.
HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-06-028519-2.
$14.89. 114 pp.
B 5+ FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Good news: this hero has total recall. Bad
news: in the eyes of the world he is nothing. He
is dumb as dirt, all his physical functions are
uncontrolled, and he has no means of
communication or expression. He is, in fact,
stuck in neutral.
Working from a unique point of view-the
mind functioning in an absent body-Trueman
creates horror fiction without even trying.
Shawn McDaniel entered the world in the
company of cerebral palsy. He can hear, he can
see (in snatches), he can even read, because his
sister taught him over and over playing school
when they were small, but no one knows he can
do these things because he has no brain stem
control, and his fabulous mind grinds away in its
secret world without any acknowledgment.
We only observe the reactions of the other
people in his world through the stream-ofconscious reflections that make up the narrative
from Shawn's mental observations, but the main
characters are deftly sketched and come through
loud and clear: his mother, who basically
exchanged her life for his to keep him alive and
cared for; his sister and brother, who have real
love and normal resentment for him; and his
father, a Pulitzer Prize winner who had to
divorce the family after Shawn's birth because
he couldn't deal with the pain and continue to
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create. Shawn is quite certain his father is going
to kill him, to end the misery. Whose?
This novel has a "who knows?" ending and
raises some real questions. The idea certainly
bears consideration, but the treatment here
seems somewhat cosmetic. As the only game
available it has real merit, but it never rings
quite as true as Flowers for Algernon did.

••••
Wallace, Bill. Coyote Autumn. Holiday House,
2000. ISBN 0-823-41628-3. $16.95. 201 pp.
A 4-8 FI

Reviewed by Keith R. Westover

Coyote Autumn asks the question "Can a
wild animal ever be tamed?" and its corollary,
"Can a wild animal ever be a pet?" Wallace tells
the story of thirteen-year-old Brad, who just
moved with his family from Chicago to rural
Oklahoma. Brad has always wanted a dog, and
now that they live in the country, he anxiously
waits for his parents to accede to his desires.
While he is waiting, however, Brad discovers an
orphaned coyote pup that he rescues and tries to
train. Brad does a good job in training the pup,
but it is never quite the same as a dog. After the
coyote bites his sister, he is forced to return the
coyote to the wild.
Realistic details in describing the behavior
of the children and animals involved leads one
to believe Wallace is writing from personal
experience. Children who have wanted to keep
wild animals as pets may learn some lessons
from Brad's experiences. Overall, it is an
enjoyable read.

••••
Whisp, Kennilworthy (J.K. Rowling). Quidditch
Through the Ages. Scholastic, 2001. ISBN
0-439-29501-7. $3.99.42 pp.
B 1+ FI

Reviewed by Alex Black

After carefully researching the history of
Quidditch, Whisp has written this readable tome.
Flying broomsticks are, of course, the main
component of Quidditch. European wizards and
witches were flying unvarnished, coarse

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

broomsticks as early as A.D. 962. Writing
around A.D. 1100, a Scottish wizard commented
about "splinter-filled buttocks."
Quidditch originated in Britain's Queerditch
Marsh. This early version was similar to the
modem form of Quidditch, with one rather
interesting exception. A small and fragile but
highly agile bird called Snidget was introduced
as the ultimate component of the sport. This bird
was the precursor oftoday's Golden Snitch.
Of course, the rising popularity of Quidditch
had a drawback. Muggles eventually noticed
wizards on flying broomsticks playing what
appeared to be aerial duels. The Wizard=s
Council finally issued a decree "that Quidditch
should not be played anywhere near any place
where there is the slightest chance that a Muggle
might be watching or we'll see how well you
can play whilst chained to a dungeon wall."
Historical, particularly informative books
tend to be sleep-inducing, but Whisp keeps the
reader's interest throughout his history of
Quidditch. Rowling has increased her Harry
Potter lore with Quidditch Through the Ages. It
was great fun to read the imaginary history of
Quidditch. This short fiction work should appeal
to all Harry Potter fans.

••••
Whybrow, Ian. Sammy and the Robots.
Illustrated by Adrian Reynolds. Orchard,
2001. ISBN 0-531-30327-6. $16.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-l PB

Reviewed by Janice Card

Sammy loves his robot and his grandmother.
Both have to go to the hospital the same daythe robot to be repaired and his grandmother
because she is very ill. Sammy decides to create
a robot to keep him company while his
mechanical robot is away being fixed. Once his
new robot is made, Sammy teaches him to talk
and to blast things. When the family goes to the
hospital to visit Gran, Sammy's robot blasts
away Gran's cough. Seeing how much good his
newly created robot did to help Gran, Sammy
spends the evening making five more robots for
his grandmother. They guard her and march for
her and blast at her cough. Soon Sammy has his
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repaired robot back, good as new, and his
grandma comes back horne, too.
This loving tale of a small boy, his
grandmother, and six robots is delightfully
illustrated. The artwork seems simple, like the
story, but both the text and art are warm and rich
with feeling and activity. Children sometimes
feel helpless when things go wrong with those
they love. In Sammy's case, he was able to do
something to help make things better. An upbeat
idea presented well.

••••
William, Nicholson. The Wind Singer.
Illustrated by Peter Sis. Hyperion, 2000.
ISBN 0-786-80569-2. $17.99. 256 pp.
C 6-8 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Ever since the wind singer (a mysterious
harplike instrument powered by the wind) was
surrendered to the evil Morah, the city of
Aramanth has been under a Draconian caste
system based on intellectual achievement
measured by a rigorous battery of tests. At least
one family is kicking against the pricks. The
Hath twins, Kestrel and Bowman, sneak out of
the city to find the wind singer, while the feisty
mother and gentle, long-suffering father mount a
passive-aggressive resistance.
Although this book contains many elements
of a classic fantasy, the whole is less than the
sum of its parts, and The Wind Singer, which
showed great promise, is lifeless and creepy.

••••
Wilson, Diane Lee. To Ride the God's Own
Stallion. Dorling Kindersley, 2000. ISBN 0789-46802-6. $16.95. 276 pp.
B 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

After failing to save his father's goats from a
marauding lion because of fear, Soulai's father
sells him into slavery to pay the family's debts.
As stable boy to the spoiled Prince Habasle of
Nineveh, Soulai quickly becomes attached to Ti,
a beautiful stallion that is also afraid of lions,
destined to ride to battle against the Medes with
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the prince. This unlikely threesome moves from
hatred, to a grudging trust, and finally to
affection through a series of terrifying
adventures. Soulai finally has an opportunity to
prove his manhood and find his true place in
life.
Though not quite as tightly crafted as
Wilson's I Rode A Horse of Milk White Jade, To
Ride the God's Own Stallion is a compulsively
readable, ripping, and sometimes even farfetched yarn that brings a long-lost civilization
brilliantly to life for young readers.

••••
Wilson, Jacqueline. Bad Girls. Illustrated by
Nick Sharratt. Delacorte, 2001. ISBN 0-38572916-2. $15.95. 208 pp.
B 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Ten-year-old Mandy White is small for her
age and is somewhat coddled by her mother-an
easy target for bullies at school. Things corne to
a head when Mandy, being chased by the
bullies, is struck by a city bus and injured. When
Mandy returns to school, her mother forces her
to go see the principal. Things get worse until
she makes friends with Tanya, a foster child,
several years older than Mandy, and everything
Mandy is not. Where Mandy goes to school,
Tanya does not. Mandy wears boring clothes,
Tanya's are flashy and risque. Mandy's hair is
kept in braided pigtails; Tanya's is styled in
orange spikes. In short, Mandy is a good girl and
Tanya is "bad." To her mother's horror, Mandy
is naturally fascinated, and the two become
friends. The next day, after school, the bullies
get a surprise when Tanya shows up and defends
Mandy.
Tanya is, in fact, bad. Mandy doesn't know
how to react when she witnesses Tanya
shoplifting when the two are out together. She's
afraid she'll lose her friend if she speaks up, but
she worries that it is wrong to steal. After
another episode or two of this, Mandy finally
gathers up enough courage to tell Tanya she
doesn't like it. Tanya, surprised, says she won't
do it anymore while Mandy is around.
Unfortunately, her resolve doesn't last, and she
is caught stealing a sweater from a chic clothing
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store. Both girls are taken to the police station.
Mandy is released to her mortified mother, but
Tanya, who has a record, is arrested temporarily,
and her foster mother tells the state authorities
she has to go somewhere else. Mandy is
heartbroken, and Tanya leaves.
Although hard, the experience helped
Mandy deal with her other problems. In the
aftermath, the bullies are not so difficult to deal
with, and she begins to make friends. She also
learns, when her mother loses her job, that other
people, even grownups, have problems too, and
she learns that she can help. This is not an
"apparently bad girl but really good at heart"
story. Tanya is good at heart, but her bad ways
are not glossed over, and she does pay the
consequences. Tanya also has problems and
grows up because of her relationship with
Mandy.
This book was published in the United
Kingdom in 1996 by Doubleday, and the
American edition has been altered somewhat. In
addition to changed spelling, prices in the shops
are given in dollars, which is somewhat
puzzling, since the story remains set in London.
It is not clear to me why publishers think that
American
readers
cannot
understand
Britishisms, and this is a weakness of the book.
On the other hand, it is unlikely that the book's
intended audience will notice. The book deals
with real problems-bullying, a preteen's
embarrassment at her parents, growing up,
difficulty making friends, judging others by
surface features, etc.-problems that late
elementary school and junior high children face
themselves. As such, this age group will
probably enjoy it. The small line drawings
accompanying the text are appropriate, done in a
simple style, reminiscent of the doodling done in
class by young people.

••••
Wong, Janet S. This Next New Year. illustrated
by Yansook Choi. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux,
2000. ISBN 0-374-35503-7. $16.00. 32 pp.
B· Pre·! PB

Reviewed by Erminia Chao

"This next new year is about to begin, not
the regular new year January 1, but the lunar
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new year, the day of the first new moon." Thus
begins this story about a young boy who is
getting ready to welcome the Chinese New
Year. He hopes that helping his mother clean the
house, sweeping away the dust, and throwing
away the trash will bring him good luck next
year. He also washes himself and puts on new
clothes to get ready for a new start to make his
dreams come true in the coming new year.
Wong has successfully used sparse, lyrical
verse to speak in the voice of a child determined
to face the next lunar year with optimism and
courage. The book itself does not talk much
about the traditions of Chinese New Year, but at
the end of the book, Wong mentions some of its
traditions and myths. This is a good resource for
parents and teachers wanting to go into more
depth. The brightly colored illustrations capture
the attention of the intended audience. One
illustration at the beginning, however, is not
very accurate. When Wong is discussing the
Chinese New Year, the people in the picture are
in Korean clothes and the writing on the wall is
also in Korean. Overall, the book is well done if
you do not care too much about the details.

••••
Yep, Laurence. The Magic Paintbrush.
illustrated by Suling Wang. HarperCollins,
2000. ISBN 0-060-28199-5. $13.95.89 pp.
A 3·6 FI

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

When a tragic fire kills his parents, ten-yearold Steve moves in with his stern grandfather
and Uncle Fong. His grandfather is mean, and
Steve knows he's not wanted. He feels
un welcomed in the crowded, dilapidated
tenement building where they live.
With his parents gone, school becomes
especially difficult. One day he receives and "F'
on an assignment in his favorite subject-art. It
isn't his fault that his brush is worn so badly,
making it impossible to paint a great portrait of
the new President Kennedy. The tired hairs on
the brush refuse to keep their point and split into
three parts. When his third grade teacher asks,
"How many times have I reminded you to get a
new brush?" Steve is too ashamed to tell her he
cannot afford one.
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Steve stays in the schoolyard long after
school is over. Finally, he walks slowly through
the narrow alleys to his grandfather's apartment
building. "Where have you been?" Grandfather
scolds. Uncle Fang chimes in, "Where were you,
you bad boy?"
Reluctantly, Steve shows the "F' paper to
the two men. Surprisingly, Grandpa walks over
to some old suitcases. After going through
several of the "junk-filled" cases, he pulls out an
unusual, intricately carved wooden paintbrush
and hands it to Steve. Delighted, Steve begins to
paint a picture. As he grasps the brush, his
fingertips begin to tingle. The tingling spreads
through his whole hand, and he paints something
magical. The paintbrush is magic! From this
moment on, life in Chinatown will never be the
same.
This is a story of magic interwoven with
family relationships. The heavy drama of the
story unfolds into a light, funny fantasy. What
begins as an adventure turns into a long-lasting
bond between Steve and his grandfather.

••••
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