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Book Reviews
Alexander, Sally Hobart. Do You Remember Blue?
And Other Questions Kids Ask About
Blindness. Viking, 2000. ISBN 0-670-880434. $15.99. 78 pp.

* 3+ NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Alexander gradually became blind between the
ages of 24 and 26. In her book, she tells of the
fears she experienced when she realized she would
be blind and the struggles she overcame, such as
learning Braille, using a stick cane, and using a
guide dog. Alexander's inner strength and
detennination come through to the reader as she
explains the ways she strove to be as independent
as possible, despite her handicap. Book chapter
titles, in question form, include Was it scary at
first? If your eyes don't see, do they work at all?
How did you meet your husband, when you
couldn't see him? Do people treat you differently?
and Do you remember the color blue? Sally didn't
let her handicap stop her from water-skiing or
continuing to enjoy her hobbies of gardening and
playing the piano.
I grew up with a girl who was born blind. This
book would have made my interaction with this
remarkable girl more positive for both of us. I
highly recommend this book to young readers and
adults alike who wonder what it is like to be blind.
I especially enjoyed the author's conversational
writing style and tone. Alexander comes across as
a real person who deals honestly with her strengths
and weaknesses and has a great sense of humor
and positive attitude that remained intact through
dealing with her trials and challenges. Also
included in the book are photographs of Alexander
before and after she was blind, pictures of tools
blind people use to read and write, and a detailed
index. This selection will awaken readers to an
appreciation of life and the importance of visual
memory. It encourages students to ask questions
and to be honest with their own fears and feelings.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

Anderson's reflection embodies the spirit
that permeates this book:
Blindness has changed me into a new
person. It's not only taken away my
sight, but a teaching career I loved, and
many recreational activities, especially
sports. But it has given me so much. If
by some magic I were able to see again, I
would try not to give up the joys of
smelling and touching and tasting and
hearing. I wouldn't give up being a
writer, a reader, a water skier, or a
listener. My life is not easier this way,
but it is definitely better .... The two
parts of my life, my past and present, the
carefree and complex, unite, and I'm
conscious of how rich and good life is.
(pp. 65-66, 70)
The "training program" at the end of the book,
entitled "What does it feel like to be blind?" gives
teachers and parents exercises they can do with
their students and children to appreciate the
challenges blindness presents.

••••
Amstel, Marsha. Sybil Ludington's Midnight Ride.
lllustrated by Ellen Beier. Carolrhoda, 2000.
ISBN 1-57505-211-3. $21.27. 32 pp.

* 2-3 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

If you had never ridden alone at night beyond
your farmhouse, would you have volunteered as
Sybil did? A messenger just brought the report that
the British had landed at Danbury, Connecticut,
and were burning warehouses and homes.
Ludington's army of 400 men, back on their farms
for a brief respite from the war effort, was the
closest group to help. George Washington's army
was two days away in Peekskill, New York. This
selection tells of sixteen-year-old Sybil
Ludington's long, dangerous ride on the dark and
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rainy night of April 26, 1777, to call Colonel
Henry Ludington's soldiers to action. Although
Sybil's ride is similar to the one Paul Revere took
on April 18, 1775, few people know of Sybil's
contribution to the Revolutionary War. Today, a
bronze statue of Sybil on her horse, Star, stands in
Carmel, New York.
The emotion of Sybil's determination, fear,
and courage is clearly brought to the reader in
Amstel's text and Beier's colored illustrations.
Teachers of second and third grade will find this an
excellent read-aloud selection of a true historical
event. A map of Sybil's route, an author's note,
and an afterword give supplementary information
for the teacher and reader. In a world where people
can communicate with hundreds of others
worldwide with the click of a mouse, this book
gives the parent or teacher an opportunity to
explore what life was like in the late 1700s. It
celebrates the contribution a child can make in all
ages.

••••
Anaya, Rudolfo. My Land Sings: Stories from the
Rio Grande. lllustrated by Amy Cordova.
Morrow, 1999. ISBN 0-688-15078-0. $17.00.
176pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Award-winning Latino author Anaya brings
his formidable narrative skills to bear in this
collection of retold folktales and original stories
from New Mexico's Rio Grande Valley. Drawing
from Hispanic and Native American traditions,
Anaya tells interesting, instructive, and religious
stories-obey your parents, or the devil may take
you; obey God's instructions, or your life will end
unhappily; it is good to share.
Anaya's text is compelling and readable,
particularly for Catholic children, as the Virgin
Mary and the Lord Himself play prominent roles in
several stories. My Land Sings is a model of
multicultural storytelling, conveying culture as a
seamless part of the story rather than through
cobbled-together explanations.

Andryszewski, Tricia. The Reform Party: Ross
Perot and Pat Buchanan. Millbrook Press,
2000. ISBN 0-7613-1906-9. $25.00. 64 pp.
A 5-12 NF

Reviewed by Keith R. Westover

Andryszewski has written several books on
various current affairs topics. In this book she
explores the origins of the Reform Party, keying in
on two or three of the highest-profile personalities
affiliated with that political party. The Reform
Party traces its roots directly to Ross Perot and his
independent 1992 presidential campaign, when he
received nineteen percent of the popular vote, the
most won by any third-party candidate since Teddy
Roosevelt received twenty-seven percent of the
vote as a Progressive Party candidate in 1912.
Perot's movement became lmown as "United We
Stand America." The party was first called the
"Independence Party," but because of the
prevalence of other parties with the word
"Independent" or "Independence" in their name,
the name was changed to "Reform Party" in 1996.
Perot was, of course, the Reform Party
presidential candidate in 1992 and 1996, while Pat
Buchanan is the party's presidential candidate for
2000. The book contains brief biographies and
background on both Perot and Buchanan. The
other highly successful Reform Party member has
been Jesse Ventura who was elected governor of
Minnesota in 1998 on the Reform Party ticket. His
brief biography is also included in the book.
This well-researched book includes several
pictures of the personalities involved. The
information presented is succinct and factual. The
author does suggest several questions for the reader
to consider concerning the future of the Reform
Party, but she remains neutral and does not impose
her own feelings or philosophy on the reader. She
also includes direct quotes from statements, talks,
and writings of Perot and Buchanan. This is an
excellent introduction to the topic and should be
read by anyone interested in politics and
politicians.

• •••

++• +
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Arnold, Caroline. Easter Island: Giant Stone
Statues Tell of a Rich and Tragic Past.
Clarion, 2000. ISBN 0-395-87609-5. $15.00.
48pp.
A 4-6 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Rapa Nui, the Polynesian name for Easter
Island, was first discovered by Jacob Roggeveen
on Easter Sunday, April 5, 1722-hence the
island's name. This book tells of the location,
discovery, and interesting archeology of this island,
which in 1966 became connected to the rest of the
world with air transportation. Thousands of people
visit Easter Island every year to see the interesting
moai, giant stone statues located throughout the
island. Easter Island is also an emergency landing
place for the U.S. space shuttle.
Arnold has produced a thorough coverage of
this interesting island and its historical cultures.
The chapters are filled with beautiful colored
photographs, also by Arnold, making the book like
an armchair tour of this far-away place. A detailed
glossary, complete pronunciations, and index are
located at the end of the book. It would be an
excellent resource for a country report project.

••••
Arnold, Marsha Diane. The Bravest of Us All.
lllustrated by Brad Sneed. Dial, 2000. ISBN 08037-2409-8. $15.99. 32 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Velma Jean, age ten, is the bravest of all the
children on Cowskin Creek. She can walk barefoot
across the sandbar patch and swim in the horse
tank that Orville John swears is full of catfish that
bite off your toes. She can stare down Alfred the
Bull when she wants to cross the pasture for
plums, break a wild colt and walk right up to Old
Peddler Jack when he drives up in his buggy to sell
his wares. Even Mama knows Velma Jean is the
bravest of all. Ruby Jane wishes she were brave
like Velma Jean, but she is afraid of almost
everything. When Peddler Jack comes to Cowskin
Creek, she hides under the bed; all she gets is dust
balls in her hair, while Velma Jean gets a handful
of licorice.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

One summer, it was so miserably hot that
Cowskin Creek dried up. "The day was hot and
sultry," the sky turned light green and lightning
split open the heavens. A tornado formed above
the dry creek bed. All the children ran for the
protection of the root cellar-all, that is, except for
Velma Jean, who sat beside the horse tank. Even
Velma Jean, the bravest of all, was scared of
something! Ruby Jane showed her own bravery as
she went out into the storm to coax Velma Jean to
take shelter.
Playfully animated watercolor illustrations
enliven Velma Jean, her brothers and sisters, and
life on Cowskin Creek. The Bravest of Us All is a
warm tale of what it means to be brave. Velma
Jean and Ruby Jane demonstrate that courage is
found in everyone, especially when they have to
look a tornado in the eye!

••••
Arrington, Frances. Bluestem. Philomel, 2000.
ISBN 0-399-23564-7. $16.99. 144 pp.
A 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Kathe Homer

When Papa has to go away, Polly (11) and
Jessie (9) are left alone with their mother in their
sod home on the prairie. One day, the girls
discover that their mother is no longer functioning;
she just rocks in her chair, neither seeing nor
hearing her daughters. Polly feels that Mother is
overcome by the loss of her babies, but she has no
idea of how to get her back. After trying for days,
they finally give up in despair. When their mean
neighbors threaten to send them off to an orphan
train, Polly is afraid her papa will never be able to
find them. The girls try to hide in the slough grass
by the river, but they become lost after a few days.
Polly refuses to give up; she is sure their papa will
return for them!
Bluestem is a gripping story for young
children. It is obviously written for them-the
vocabulary is simple, the protagonists young, and
the story short. It might be frightening, however,
for some young children to read about other
children in such a desperate situation. This book is
a good slice of history. Some of the characters
loved the prairie and were strengthened by its
beauty and wildness. Others were destroyed by it.
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The author is concise, and the story well written.
The ending seems too predictable for adults, but
comforts young readers.

••••
Bailey, Linda. Adventures in Ancient Egypt.
Illustrated by Bill Slavin. Kids Can Press,
2000. ISBN 1-550-74546-8. $14.95.48 pp.
B 4-6 PB

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Josh, Emma and Libby Binkerton accidentally
run into the dusty, dirty, grimy Good Times Travel
Agency and are transported back in time to ancient
Egypt. The children are discovered by Egyptian
soldiers inside a pyramid on the heels of tomb
robbers. They make a hasty escape, but the soldiers
are in hot pursuit. The only way the children can
return home is to finish the travel book. When they
read the words "The End," they are transported
home.
There are two story lines in the text--one
about the adventures of the three children; the
other a brief history of Egypt, the everyday life of
the people, and the construction of pyramids. The
illustrations and word bubbles give the book a
comic-book feel. A lot happens on each page, and
there are many interesting pictures of life in
ancient Egypt. The historical facts seem to be well
researched and make for a clever read.

••••
Breathed, Berkeley. Edwurd Fudwupper Fibbed
Big, Explained by Fannie. Illustrated by
Berkeley Breathed. Little, Brown, 2000. ISBN
0-316-10675-5. $14.95.48 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Edwurd has broken Mom's favorite blue pig
figurine and, as usual, has lied about it. Edwurd is
no stranger to lies; he's been at it his whole life.
When he explains that pigs from outer space broke
the figurine, however, things get out of hand. A
listening neighbor calls the police, military, and
dogcatcher because her friend, Mable Dill, is
missing, and the pigs from space must be
responsible! The fuss wakes a nearby alien, who

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/4

comes to earth to swat the perpetrator of the lie.
When Edwurd's sister, Fannie, takes the blame, the
alien immediately understands who is lying and
wishes his sister were as loving.
This story is a truly funny tale told in rhyme.
The pictures are in the "Ab shucks!" style, downhome and cute--except for the last page, which
pictures Mabel Dill in her bikini!

••••
Brennan, Linda Cotta. Marshmallow Kisses.
Illustrated by Mari Takabayashi. Houghton
Mifflin, 2000. ISBN 0-395-73872-5. $15.00.
32pp.
A All PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Two little girls experience the summer season.
Waking up to the sun, sitting on a porch swing,
painting pictures, the open door and area-rug
adorned wood floors, a day at the beach, picnics,
vegetable gardens producing a bounty of fresh
treats, water activities, parents preparing for a
neighborhood get-together, older neighbors sitting
in lawn chairs watching children play, roasting
marshmallows, fireflies at night-all are elements
that weave a relaxed, summer collage of activities
into a child's memory bank.
Simple, rhyming text and watercolor
illustrations accurately portray the summer season.
Older readers will be overcome by nostalgia.
Young readers, who delight in every season of the
year, will have imaginations stirred by the summer
activities enjoyed by the two little girls within the
pages of this delightful book!

••••
Brown, Margaret Wise. A Child is Born. lllustrated
by Floyd Cooper. Hyperion, 2000. ISBN 0786-2564-2. $16.99. 32 pp.

* Pre-2 NF

Reviewed by Doorly Mora

With its golden cover and rich AfricanAmerican colors, A Child Is Born is a multicultural
depiction of the nativity story told in verse. People
from a variety of cultural backgrounds serve as the
main characters. Through adjectives and verbs of
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worship, Brown emphasizes the joy of Christ's
birth.
A Child Is Born teaches children and adults the
joy of Christ's birth in few words. The reader takes
away lessons on Christianity, adoration, and unity,
all of which are appreciated in a world of different
religions and cultures.

••••
ByJOSEPH BRUCHAC •

lLLU STR.H ED BY

S.D. NELSON

Curly's village, and the man demanded restitution.
The soldiers came, and the chief, Conquering Bear,
was mortally wounded in the battle. Curly, feeling
he needed to help his people, went off on his own
to receive a vision. The vision showed him a man
on his horse with a red hawk flying above. It
showed that he would not die of a bullet or arrow
wound, but if he were brave and took nothing for
himself, he could help his people. When his father
heard about the vision he gave Curly his own
name, Tashunka Witco, which, translated, means
"Crazy Horse." The rest of the story is history.
An author's note at the end of the book
explains where the basis for the story is found and
also explains what historians have to say about
Crazy Horse's life. The artist is a Lakota Indian
who uses the ledger-book style to illustrate the
book. The geometrically styled, textured pictures
bring a wonderful flavor to the tale. The cover,
which pictures man, horse, and bird strung together
with a lightning bolt, is especially appealing. The
pictures and story work together to give the reader
an intimate look into the life of this great Native
American leader.

••••
Carmi, Daniela, translated by Yael Lotan. Samir
and Yonatan. Arthur A. Levine, 2000. ISBN
0-439-13504-4. $15.95. 183 pp.

© 2000 S.D. Nelson

Bruchac, Joseph. Crazy Horse's Vision. lllustrated
by S. D. Nelson. Lee & Low, 2000. ISBN 0880-00094-6. $16.95.40 pp.

* Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

When the child was born, his mother and
father named him Curly. The first name a child
receives is not as important as the one he earns,
and so Curly spent his early days as many Lakota
children did, learning the ways and traditions of his
nation. He was quiet and adventuresome, a leader
among the boys of his age. "A Lakota boy could go
wherever he wanted, and Curly wanted to go
everywhere." They went swimming in the river,
rode horses over the plains, and scaled the highest
mountains. "Be brave," he told all his friends.
Legend says he killed his first buffalo with a single
arrow. One day, a white man's cow was killed in

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

A 5-6 FI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Samir is a young Palestinian boy who shatters
his knee in a bicycle accident. His family takes him
to an Israeli hospital, where he is admitted to the
children's ward. Sarnir is anxious about being left
alone in what he calls the "Jews' hospital."
Although the doctors and nurses are kind to him,
he can only think about going home. As Samir
awaits the surgery that will repair his knee, he
begins to learn about the lives of his four
wardmates. Razia is in the hospital because her
father hit her during a drunken rage. Tzahi enjoys
tormenting Samir by bragging about his older
brother, an Israeli soldier. Ludmilla, who Samir
says looks like a princess, refuses to eat or speak.
Yonatan is a bookworm whose astronomer father
has passed on to him a love of stars and planets.
Despite some apprehension on both sides, Samir

5

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 21 [2000], Iss. 3, Art. 4

Children's Book and Play Review 17
begins to fonn bonds with his wardmates,
particularly Yonatan, who likes to share his
knowledge of astronomy. Late one night, Samir
and Yonatan leave their beds and sneak off to a
room where there is a computer. There they plan
an imaginary trip to Mars that will give both of
them the chance to create a world "free from
troubles."
Carmi tells the story from Samir's point of
view. Samir describes the devastating effect his
younger brother's death has had on his family. He
expresses the desire for a life without curfews.
What is disconcerting is that violence in the
occupied West Bank has become so common that
Samir's tone, when referring to it, is matter-of-fact.
(Parents and teachers should note that there are no
descriptions of violent acts in the text; they are
merely alluded to.) There is a lot of tension
between Samir and his four wardmates. They have
been taught to see each other as an enemy. Yet as
children, they are curious to know more about each
other. As Samir learns what life is like for each of
the other four children, he begins to understand
that they, too, experience hardships. Carmi's book
is sad and often heart-wrenching, but it also shows
children as the hope for the resolution of the
Palestinian/lsraeli conflict, without being heavyhanded.
Carmi was born in Tel Aviv, Israel, but
currently lives in Jerusalem. Samir and Yonatan
received an honorable mention for the UNESCO
prize for Children's Literature in the Service of
Tolerance.

••••
Couric, Katie. The Brand New Kid. lllustrated by
Marjorie Priceman. Doubleday, 2000. ISBN 0385-50030-0. $15.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

On their first day of school, friends Ellie
McSnelly and Carrie O'Toole are so excited to be
assigned to the same classroom that they are
completely oblivious to the new boy in class. Lazlo
S. Gasky not only has a strange name, he has an
accent as well. Lazlo becomes the target for the
class bullies. One day, as she leaves the school
building, Ellie observes a woman in tears. A fellow

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/4

student tells Ellie that the sad woman is Mrs.
Gasky, who is considering pulling Lazlo out of
school. Dismayed, Ellie springs into action. At
school the next day, she invites Lazlo to play
soccer with her. Lazlo's body seems to brighten.
He suggests they play at his house. On Thursday
after school, the two walk to Lazlo' s house. Here,
they are greeted by Lazlo' s poodle and Mrs.
Gasky's warm strudel. Then, instead of playing
soccer, Lazlo and Ellie play chess. At school the
next day, Ellie defends her friendship with Lazlo.
The stunned bullies watch Carrie join Ellie and
Lazlo at play.
Rhyming text and watercolor illustrations
convey the straightforward message that people are
more alike than different.

••••
Coville, Bruce. Song ofthe Wanderer. Scholastic,
1999. ISBN 0-590-45953-6. $16.95. 330 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Cara takes a fateful jump from a church tower
on earth and lands in the wilderness of Luster,
home of the unicorns. Her grandmother was unable
to make the journey, and now Cara must find the
queen of the unicorns and ask for her help in
rescuing her grandmother.
Even though this is the second in the Unicorn
Chronicles series, I found it gave enough
background that reading the first book was
unnecessary. I was so intrigued with the story,
however, that I sought out the first book Into the
Land of the Unicorns, and read it.

••••
Curtis, Jamie Lee. Where Do Balloons Go: An
Uplifting Mystery. lllustrated by Laura
Cornell. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-06027980-X. $16.95. Unpaginated.
A K-2 PB

Reviewed by Carla Morris

This charming story tells what happens when a
balloon flies to the sky. The inspiration, Curtis
says, came at a children's birthday party when a
little boy accidentally let go of his balloon and
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asked his mother, "Where do balloons go?" Curtis
raced home to record her thoughts on this question.
"Where do they go when they float far away? Do
they ever catch cold and need somewhere to stay?"
Written on two levels, this story also contains
the adult theme of letting go, as in ending
relationships, or other thoughts ofloss. lllustrated
in soft but luminous pastels, the balloons are given
humanistic characteristics as they are pictured
where they end up. This book also contains pages
of stickers that may be placed in the book or
elsewhere.

••••
Darling, Kathy. There's a Zoo on You. Millbrook
Press, 2000. ISBN 0-7613-1357-5. $24.90.48
pp.
A 3-5 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Did you know that you have microscopic mites
on your eyelashes? How do modem deodorants
work? Why do mummies thousands of years old
have undecayed hair? Did you know that 90
percent of the dust in your house is really dead
human skin? Why does brushing your tongue help
get rid of bad breath? Reading this book will
answer these and many other related questions.
When a child is born, his or her body is sterile and
free of any germs. Within six hours, however, an
army of commensals, both harmless and helpful
microbes, starts to inhabit the body. There's a Zoo
on You is an interesting view of the monera,
protesta, fungi, animals, and viruses that live on
your skin and in your airways, mouth, and "guts."
Although I must admit I was a little grossed
out by these tiny microbes and what they look like,
this very informative book is written in an open,
inviting, conversational manner. I can see that this
"yuck" factor, as the publisher calls it, would
appeal to kids. Darling includes pictures made with
a transmission electronic microscope enhanced
with computer-created colors. The book also has a
detailed index. Each microbe includes its
pronunciation, and difficult words in the text are
highlighted and defined in the margins. This
selection would be very useful in providing many
ideas for youngsters for science fair displays and
reports.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

••••
Donaldson, Julia. Gruffalo. lllustrated by Axel
Scheffler. Dial, 1999. ISBN 0-8037-2386-5.
$15.99.32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Mouse invents a fearsome creature called a
Gruffalo to thwart the endeavors of other
woodland creatures to eat him. After a long walk
though the forest, boasting of his friendship with
the Gruffalo to everyone he meets and sending
would-be predators scurrying, Mouse meets a real
Gruffalo. Now he must invent a way to keep the
Gruffalo from eating him!
Both the author and artist are European, but
the language reflects the fact that the book is native
to America. The story is told in rhyme. Donaldson
originally envisioned the monster to be a lion, but
he couldn't fit the work into the rhyme and so
invented a "Gruffalo." With each of Mouse's
tellings, Scheffler makes the monster bigger,
scarier, and fiercer. The result is a delightful read
that children will enjoy and laugh over. This is a
great book for story time.

••••
Elgar, Susan. The Brothers Gruesome. Illustrated
by Drahos Zak. Houghton Mifflin, 1999. ISBN
0-618-00515-3. $15.00. 32 pp.
B Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Three grotesque brothers, covered with warts,
monstrously rude, greedy, and hideously cruel,
terrorize the countryside. They eat everything in
sight, from houses, to crops, to trees and bees,
thinking they are the biggest and the meanestuntil they meet something bigger, hungrier, and
meaner than they are. Elgar presents a lyrical tale
laced with a little dark humor that will not appeal
to those too tender to accept mother, in her
"raincoat and wellies," being eaten. Nevertheless,
for monster lovers, Zak's playfully animated
illustrations will be a sure winner. Intricately
detailed images paint a rather graphic picture of
monsters' eating habits that may frighten the very
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young but will prove to be a pure delight to those
who appreciate ghouls.

••••
Fine, Anne. Bad Dreams. Delacorte, 2000. ISBN
0-385-32757-9. $15.95. 144 pp.
A 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Melanie is a swimmer and a bookwonn who
finds in fiction all the companionship she needs.
Her teacher assigns her to help Imogen, a new
student, learn the ropes and make new friends.
Unfortunately, no one, not even the adults at the
school, wants anything to do with Imogen because
there is something very strange about her. Melanie
soon discovers that Imogen possesses a weird
"second sight" which not only allows her to see the
future, but to enter into the story of any book she
touches. How Melanie helps Imogen escape from
what is more curse than gift is the burden of this
engaging tale.
Difficult decisions and a reluctant compassion
are beautifully portrayed in this exciting, unusual
story.

••••
Ganeri, Anita. The Young Person's Guide to
Shakespeare. Harcourt Brace, 1999. ISBN 015-202101-9. $25.00. 55 pp.
A 2+ NF

Reviewed by Elneeta Timmons

This rather small book is a wonderful source
for finding out about William Shakespeare.
Occasional "Did you know?" boxes with unusual
tidbits of knowledge also make this book an
interesting read. One example explains how the
Royal Shakespeare Company used food dye,
cereal, and corn syrup to make their stage blood,
while another discusses the fines imposed on
actors in Shakespeare's company. Although the
book doesn't have much depth when looking at
Shakespeare and his works, it briefly covers the
major points of Shakespeare's life and talks about
most of his plays. Also discussed are his rivals in
play writing, the theaters of the time, the life of an
actor, and how Shakespearean plays (and most
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other plays) are produced, explaining the roles of
directors, designers and other production staff
members. The book even explains how
Shakespeare has been adapted to different time and
place settings to bring his plays to more audiences.
Well-organized and concise, this is a great
book for students interested in the Elizabethan Era,
Shakespeare, London, or even theater. Although it
may be more challenging for a beginning reader, it
is quite infonnative and is filled with marvelous
pictures. With images from modem movies
starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Jeremy Irons, and
Kenneth Branagh, and classic films starring
Elizabeth Taylor, this book is a great resource that
will interest readers of all ages. Accompanying this
book is a CD with popular Shakespearean
monologues and sonnets perfonned by members of
the Royal Shakespeare Company.

••••
Garland, Michael. An Elffor Christmas. lllustrated
by Michael Garland. Dutton, 1999. ISBN 0525-46212-0. $15.99. Unpaginated.
C K-2 PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

It's Christmas Eve, and Santa's elves are
hurrying to finish the toys he will deliver.
Hieronimus Tingle, one of Santa's best workers, is
busy tightening the wheels on toy airplanes as they
come down the assembly line. He climbs into one
of the planes to admire his work and falls asleep.
Tingle accidentally gets wrapped up with the toy
airplane and is delivered as a Christmas gift to a
young boy named Joey. Homesick and far away
from his friends at the North Pole, Tingle must
find a way to get back home.
Garland's story is mediocre. The characters are
flat and have no real personality or charm. The
illustrations are really the only reason to pick up
this book. Many of them are vibrant and
imaginative and will probably be entertaining for
very small children.

••••
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Giff, Patricia Reilly. Nory Ryan's Song. Delacorte,
2000. Random House, 2000. ISBN 0-38532141-4. $15.95. 148 pp.

Haughton, Emma. Rainy Day. TIlustrated by
Angelo Rinaldi. Carolrhoda, 2000. ISBN 1575-05452-3. $15.95. 32 pp.

* 4-6 FI

A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

For twelve-year-old Nory Ryan, home has
always been Maidin Bay on Ireland's west coast.
Motherless, Nory and her siblings await the return
of their father from his lengthy yearly fishing trips
which garner the necessary rent money to appease
Lord Cunningham, the English owner of their land
and the their neighbors' land. One morning, Nory
and her friend Sean witness the forceful eviction of
their poverty-stricken neighbor, Mrs. Neely, and
her little daughter, despite Nory's valiant and
desperate efforts to save them from debtor's
prison. Lord Cunningham and his men will stop at
nothing to clear the land of cottages and their poor
residents-people the English landlord despises.
As the stench of rotting potatoes descends on
Maidin Bay, Nory's siblings are desperate to leave
for America. Starving people are eating grass and
whatever little seaweed they can find. As Nory's
family members leave, she stays behind to care for
her little brother and to wait for her father to
return. Perhaps, then, they too can scrape together
enough money for the sea voyage to America. In
the meantime, Nory learns some healing and
survival skills from her neighbor and healer, Anna
Donnelly. These skills will prove invaluable in
bartering with Lord Cunningham for Anna's future
and make possible the survival of Nory and her
little brother.
A riveting story that comes from the author's
own family history, Nory Ryan's Song is a glimpse
into history when many Irish people left their
beautiful emerald island to escape certain death
from starvation. The story also chronicles the
fortitude of a young girl whose growing friendship
with a "feared" neighbor sets them both free.

••••

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

Reviewed by Carla Morris

Divorce is never easy on children or parents. In
Rainy Day, Nick visits his dad's apartment for the
first time. Both father and son had been planning
on visiting the fair for their first visit together, but
the day dawned rainy and gloomy.
"Come on," Dad says. "We're off."
Suddenly the sun broke through the cover
of gray. "I miss you," said Nick.
"Me, too," said Dad. "All the time. Things
will get better," said Dad. "I promise."
Nick smiled. "I know," he said. "Rainy
days aren't so bad. And they don't last
forever."
Award-winning illustrator Rinaldi captures
superb father and son scenes that look like photos.
Both refreshing and realistic, this story is a must
for every child who makes the weekend trek to
visit Dad.

••••

Hausman, Bonnie. A to Z-Do You Ever Feel Like
Me?: A Guessing Alphabet of Feelings,
Words, and Other Cool Stuff. Illustrated by
Sandi Fellman. Dutton, 1999. ISBN 0-52546216-3. $15.99. Unpaginated.
A K-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Feeling friendly, nervous, or proud? This
clever alphabet book will let you guess how the
children in the book are feeling. Their faces and
"stories" are clues. This unique approach to
learning letters and sounds is a sure winner. Each
page is filled with a child displaying an emotion.
Objects in the border all begin with the sound of
the emotion.
Here is an example of one of the clues. Can
you guess the feeling?
I went into the haunted house,
Because I was dared.
But it was too dark and spooky,
And now I'm s _ _ _ __
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The appealing photographs capture the spirit
of the words. This book is a fun guessing game.

••••
Rest, Amy. Love You, Soldier. Illustrated by Sonja
Lamut. Candlewick Press, 2000. ISBN 07636-0943-9. $14.99. 80 pp.

* 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Emily M. Jones

"The war came and my father left in a
uniform." Seven-year-old Katie stands with her
mother on the platform of the Pennsylvania Train
Station, waving goodbye to her father as he leaves
for the battlefront of World War II. Katie's days
thereafter are filled with visits to the local library,
homework, a rich friendship with her elderly
neighbor, and devoted letter-writing to her father
overseas. Louise, Katie's mother's dearest
childhood friend, comes to stay and soon gives
birth to a baby named Rosie. Rosie becomes the
light of Katie's life. The day comes, however,
when a telegram man appears at the doorstep and
delivers the news that Katie's father will not be
returning from the warfront.
With a storyline that could have so easily
fallen into either melodramatic hand-wringing or
oversimplification of the characters, Hest deftly
takes the middle road and tenderly composes a
story that captures all of the complex emotions of
her characters while not betraying the young agegroup for which she is directing her story. Indeed,
the deceptively simple text will allow for the
youngest reader to be easily touched by the story,
while older readers will appreciate Hest's use of
symbolism and her intimate understanding of the
emotions experienced by her characters. Lamut's
black and white pencil and watercolor "snapshot"
illustrations at the beginning of each chapter do
much to add to the setting and tone of the book.
Themes inherent to this work include coming of
age, the death of a loved one, and that "Love is
risky ... but worth it." A remarkable read.

••••
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Kimmel, Eric A. Gershon's Monster: A Story for
the Jewish New Year. Illustrated by Jon J.
Muth. Scholastic, 2000. ISBN 0-439-10839-X.
$16.95.32 pp.

* K+

PB

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Gershon, a baker in a town on the Black Sea,
is not always the best person he could be. He's not
downright bad, but he doesn't really pay attention
to things like keeping promises, controlling his
temper, or thanking others. What's more, he never
regrets anything he does. This is because Gershon
has a gift of being able to shed his mistakes, which
he sweeps into the basement. Each Rosh Hashanah
(New Year) he puts them all in an enormous sack
and dumps them into the sea. Gershon and his wife
want a child more than anything in the world, but
one never comes. Gershon goes to a tzaddik, a
miracle-working rabbi, and offers to pay him ifhe
will help them get a child. After prayer the tzaddik
reveals that Gershon and his wife will have twins,
but because of his thoughtlessness, in five years
Gershon will lose his temper over a missing
stocking; on this day the twins will drown in the
sea.
Gershon promises to reform and goes his way;
of course, he forgets all about his promise, but in
due course twins are born to the couple. Gershon
continues to dump his mistakes in the sea, and by
the fifth year, the sea is getting pretty filthy. One
morning Gershon, as predicted, loses his temper
over a lost sock. Suddenly, realizing what has
happened, he rushes to the sea. Sure enough, his
five-year-old twins are playing next to the shore.
Before he can get to them, an enormous monster
covered with scales--one scale per mistake
Gershon has dumped-rises from the sea. Gershon
embraces his children and begs the monster to take
him instead. Through this act of repentance the
monster is transformed into raindrops, and the
children are saved. Gershon returns home a
changed man.
This is a traditional tale about a historical
figure, Rabbi Ben Eliezar, also know as Ba'al
Shem Tov (ca. 1700-1760), the founder of the
Hasidic movement. The story builds on a literal
interpretation of an old Jewish ceremony in which
the people symbolically cast their sins into the sea
on the afternoon of Rosh Hashanah. The author of
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this retelling includes a note at the end explaining
the basis of true repentance: "Our misdeeds cannot
be forgiven unless we are truly sorry and make
every effort to right whatever wrong has been
done." Kimmel then further explains the steps to
repentance. This beautiful story, with the fmal
author's note, would make an excellent jumpingoff point for children or adults to begin a
discussion of the importance of change and
repentance in their own lives.
Muth's beautifully executed watercolors
perfectly complement this well-designed book.

••••
Kirk, David. Miss Spider's ABC. Illustrated by
David Kirk. Scholastic, 2000. ISBN 0-43913747-0. $8.95. 30 pp.

* Pre-K PB

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

Kirk has again provided excellent illustrations
and clever wording-this time to help young
children become familiar with the alphabet. My
preschooler really enjoyed it. The brilliant colors,
playful animations, and creative use of words make
this book a winner!

••••
Langton, Jane. The Time Bike. HarperCollins,
2000. ISBN 0-06-028438-2. $12.95. 176 pp.
A 3+ FI

the other books in the series. Other titles in the
series include Diamond in the Window, Swing in
the Summerhouse, and Astonishing Stereoscope.

••••
Lithgow, John. Remarkable Farkle McBride.
lllustrated by C. F. Payne. Simon & Schuster,
2000. ISBN 0-689-83340-7. $16.00. 70 pp.

* K-2 PB

Can't decide on which musical instrument to
play? Neither can Farkle McBride. Starting with
the violin, he is soon bored and wants to play the
flute, then the trombone, the xylophone, the
cymbals, and the drums. In the end, Farkle decides
he likes all the instruments. He becomes a
conductor and is finally satisfied with brass,
drums, winds, and strings making the most
remarkable sound together-music!
Lithgow's first children's book is an excellent
introduction to music, musical instruments, and the
orchestra. Words like "Deedle-de, doodle-ee
doom-pety CLANG" are rhythmic and descriptive.
The entire orchestra is pictured in a four-page pullout section at the end of the book. Each instrument
is played by very distinct-looking musicians with
facial expressions that scream personality and
individuality. Young and old musicians alike will
relate to Farkle's search for just the right
instrument.

••••

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Another incredible thing is happening at
40
Walden
Street,
Concord,
Number
Massachusetts-home of Eddy, Eleanor, Uncle
Freddie, and Aunt Alex. Eddy talks his aunt and
uncle into getting him a very expensive birthday
present-a Timuri bike in Killer Tomato Redand now it has disappeared off the front porch. A
new bike is ordered from India, but it ends up
being a time bike. Eddy and Eleanor experiment
with time travel on the bike, but it always ends up
disastrous. The bike does, however, bring them
one piece of good luck-a hundred-year-old paper.
Excellent book! Even though it is part of a
series, nothing about the book holds you back or
confuses you; after reading it, you are dying to read
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Reviewed by Carla Morris

Lynn, Sara, Diane James, and Ivan Bulloch. The
Big Book of Cool Crafts. Lerner, 1999. $5.95.
23 pp.
A K-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Grab some paper, paint, pasta, pencils, boxes,
or other items you have around the house, and you
are ready to create! This great craft book shows
how to make homemade gifts, playthings, and
decorations. There are excellent ideas that can be
made with everyday supplies around the house.
Each page has vivid full-color photographed
examples and easy directions. Put your hands to
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work, and PRESTO! You could have yourself a
grand time while creating a roaring lion.

••••
Many, Paul. My Life, Take Two. Walker, 2000.
ISBN 0-802-78708-8. $16.95. 188 pp.
A- 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

One might say there is nothing new under the
sun when it comes to young adult fiction-another
alienated adolescent searching for meaning;
another child of a single parent trying to preserve
some positive memory of a lost father; another
youth at the crossroads of adulthood pausing to get
his bearings. My Life, Take Two has all this, but
Many allows the reader to see the world through
the eyes of a creative, confused, and
nonconforming teenager; he really connects with
the thoughts and speech patterns he invokes in this
book.
Sixteen-year-old Neal Thackeray has enough
trouble hanging on to ajob. Most of the forces in
the universe seem determined to undermine any of
his efforts, so why try? It is only through the
urgings of his lifelong girlfriend, Emily, that he
tries to stick out his current job. While he grapples
with the most menial tasks the boss can find for
him, Neal's thoughts reveal a repressed artist
waiting for an opportunity to burst forth. This
opportunity comes as Neal makes a film for a
school project. It turns out he has a gift for
filmmaking, and the process gives him new hope
and confidence. This process has also reconnected
him to childhood memories of his deceased father
and brings about reconciliation with his mother. As
stated earlier, the themes are not unique, but
Many's writing draws the reader into a young
man's world with its edginess, humor and pathos.
This is Many's second work (the first was
These Are the Rules), and I look forward to his
next.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/4

Mayo, Margaret. Brother Sun, Sister Moon.
Illustrated by Peter Malone. Little, Brown,
2000. ISBN 0-316-56466-4. $16.95. 70 pp.
A 3-6 PB BI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

St. Francis of Assisi was the son of a wealthy
cloth merchant. As a young man, he gave away
everything he owned and devoted his life to the
service of God and his fellowman. This lovely
book by Mayo and Malone tells the story of St.
Francis's life and includes some of the many
legends associated with him and his works of
charity. The first chapter in the book is a biography
of Francis, who lived from 1181 to 1226. It is
followed by eight short legends that focus on St.
Francis's unique relationships with animals. These
legends are followed by the poem The Canticle of
Brother Sun, written one year before St. Francis's
death. The final section of the book is an epilogue
that briefly mentions the canonization of St.
Francis and the building of a church in his honor,
the Basilica of San Francesco, which was seriously
damaged by earthquakes in 1997.
The text is very simple and straightforward.
The legends convey the gentle and kind nature of a
man devoted to serving others. This reader enjoyed
learning that St. Francis was the first person to
celebrate the Savior's birth by setting up a nativity
scene in a church. Malone's illustrations have a
medieval look to them and capture many of the
stylized gestures and poses seen in medieval art
forms. Overall, the text and illustrations
complement each other nicely.

••••
McElmurry, Jill. Mad About Plaid. lllustrated by
Jill McElmurry. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0688-16952-X. $!4.95. 40 pp.
A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

In the park, Madison, accompanied by her dog,
makes a discovery: a small, empty, blue-lined,
plaid purse. Happy with her newfound treasure,
Madison skips along, but suddenly something goes
terribly wrong! The plaid from the purse creeps up
Madison's "twitching and itching" arm. Soon, she
is covered completely in plaid. Nothing helps.
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Even a burp comes out plaid, and everything and
everyone in town is affected. Madison doesn't
blame the purse. Instead, she sees a curse for what
it is and is determined to reverse it. As she turns
the purse inside out, the blue from the purse's
lining starts creeping up her arm. It too, affects
everything and everyone in town. Madison has had
enough. She sings a silly song. Soon the silliness
infects everyone in the town, and the curse is
banished, but Madison decides to keep the plaid
purse-just in case.
The text rhymes at times, and the illustrations
are cheerful and upbeat. A wonderful read aloud
story about an optimistic and open-minded little
girl.

••••
Mulvihill, Margaret. The Treasury of Saints and
Martyrs. Viking, 1999. ISBN 0-670-88789-7.
$19.95.80 pp.

* 3-6 PB BI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

This reference work introduces the reader to
the lives of more than forty Christian saints and
martyrs, from the early apostles to the first
American saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton. Mulvihill
defmes a saint and a martyr and discusses the life
of each in one or two pages of simple text. She
explains the process of canonization (how a saint is
"made") and includes some history of the early
Christian church as well as interesting facts on
patron saints and on famous deeds attributed to the
men and women discussed in the book. The
illustrations consist of art from stained-glass
windows and paintings by El Greco, Rubes,
Holbein, and Caravaggio among others. A glossary
and a calendar of saints' days are included. The
Treasury ofSaints and Martyrs is pleasant to look
at and interesting to read.

••••

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

Oughton, Jerrie. Perfect Family. Houghton
Mifflin, 2000. ISBN 0-395-98668-0. $15.00.
200pp.
A 7-9 FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Welcome O'Neal has heretofore only "porch
sat" and talked about worldly things in the small
North Carolinia town of Lily. The year 1955
begins to change all that for this fifteen-year-old as
her "ideal" world starts to come apart. First, her
sister stuns the family by running off to California
to find her true love, movie star James Dean.
Shortly thereafter, Welcome falls in love with a
new boy, Nicholas Canton, who, her parents stress,
is not "one of our kind." Nonetheless, Welcome
pursues the relationship, and it leads to heartbreak.
Welcome ends up pregnant-not by Nicholas, but
by an old friend who serves unwittingly as a onenight proxy for her true love. In the South of the
1950s, pregnant girls don't hang around. Welcome
is sent off to live with her aunt and uncle to await
the birth of her child.
This well-written book gives us a picture of
time, place and culture, as well as the welldocumented heartache and poignancy of teen-age
pregnancy. Oughton does not compromise the
salient points to any sensational portrayal of
Welcome's one and only sexual encounter. Instead,
she portrays a sensitive young woman, her mistake,
and the challenges that follow accordingly. This
work begs comparison with Louise Plummer's
recent Dance for Three. Both authors spend
significant time developing family relationships as
a way to give the reader a deeper insight into the
protagonist. Both authors also carefully lead the
characters and readers along the path that leads
inevitably to the heart-wrenching decision of what
is best for the newborn. This is a book worth
reading and discussing.

••••
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Overend, Jenni. Welcome With Love. TIlustrated by
Julie Vivas. KanelMiller, 2000. ISBN 0916291-96-0. $15.95. 32 pp.
B+ Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Gail Bartholomew

Jake, a young boy filled with as much
excitement and curiosity as my five-year-old was
when anticipating the eminent arrival of a new
sibling, tells a beautiful story of a home birth.
While Welcome With Love is a great way to inform
youngsters of what happens when babies come,
this recommendation comes with a large caution.
Some of the illustrations, although beautiful, could
be disturbing to some parents. As I read this to my
five-year-old, I was shocked when we turned to a
picture of the whole family looking up at the back
side of their naked mother being propped up
against Dad as the baby's head crowns. My son,
however, was not fazed. Once the book was
completed, he had many questions. Did Mama
scream when she had baby brother? How did
Mama stand up when she had baby brother? Why
are mamas naked when they have babies? Did
Mama walk around a lot before baby brother
came? In my estimation the story is a good one to
prepare children for a new sibling. I do think it
would be a lot better without the one picture. It is a
story parents should have access to, with the
opportunity to decide on the appropriateness before
children see it.

••••
Ritter, John H. Over the Wall. Philomel, 2000.
ISBN 0-399-23489-6. $18.00. 312 pp.
A 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Baseball is Tyler's passion and outlet;
unfortunately, he is too passionate and has too
much steam to let off. Fourteen-year-old Tyler is a
promising young ballplayer trying to attract the
attention of scouts in a New York Central Park
league. What is attracting attention, however, is his
inability to control his anger. Ten years ago,
Tyler's dad accidentally ran over his baby sister
and killed her; since that time, his emotionally
crippled dad has remained aloof. Tyler's summer
trip from California to New York is ostensibly
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about a baseball opportunity but turns out to be a
journey of discovery.
I believe it is only Ritter's fine writing style
that allows him to get away with biting off so much
in this rather lengthy work. Tyler's coach is a
Vietnam veteran who, taking Tyler under his wing,
relates his own history of bitterness and anger in
relation to his Vietnam experience. This allows
periodic discussions of Vietnam and the climate in
America at that time. This becomes a bit of an
obsession with Tyler and culminates in a covert
trip to the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington,
D.C. to set up his own version adjacent to the
original. Here, the title takes on a double meaning;
Tyler's desire to hit one out of the park and to
make amends by creating his own memorial to
Vietnam casualties. Ritter also waxes a bit didactic.
As mentioned, this can be overlooked because the
story reads well and feels quite natural. An
interesting and thoughtful work.

••••
Ross, Kathy. Crafts for Christian Values.
lllustrated by Sharon Lane Holm. Millbrook,
2000. ISBN 0-7613-1618-3. $24.90. 64 pp.
A- K-4 NF

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

A new easy-to-make collection of crafts by
Ross and Holm provides step-by-step instructions
for twenty-eight crafty projects that reinforce
Christian values. From the Loaves and Fishes Pin,
which reminds us to share, to the Gratitude Jar,
Bible and Sunday School teachers will delight to
share these projects with their students. Besides
being easy to do, the projects are made from
readily available household items.
Ross, with her twenty-five years of experience
as a nursery school teacher and director, is a master
at creating crafts that kids can actually make, and
Holm's simple illustrations provide a can't-miss
combination even for scissor-shy adults. Although
this book is not the best of Ross ' creative works, it
a great choice for church libraries and Christian
schools and a recommended purchase for public
libraries. Many Sunday School teachers will want
to add it to their personal1ibraries.

••••
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Rumford, James. Seeker ofKnowledge: The Man
Who Deciphered Hieroglyphs. illustrated by
James Rumford. Houghton Mifflin, 2000.
ISBN 0-395-97934-X. $15.00. 32 pp.
A PB BI

Reviewed by Susan Woods

This is a beautiful book, illustrated entirely in
strong watercolors that compare the sun-baked
Egyptian landscape of 2000 B.C. to that of gray
Europe in 1790. It is the story of Jean-Francois
Champollion, who dreamed from the time he was
eleven that he would be the first to discover the
key to reading Egyptian hieroglyphs.
Champollion filled notebooks with hieroglyphs
as he studied all the books he could fmd on Egypt.
His favorite hieroglyphic animal was the lion,
because "lion" was in his name: Jean-Francois
Champollion. At age sixteen, Jean-Francois,
having finished school, traveled with his brother to
Paris to meet scholars who were studying the
words on the Egyptian Rosetta Stone. The scholars
would not allow Jean-Francois to see the writing
on the stone. Finally, after years of study, in 1822
Jean-Francois received a package from a friend in
Egypt. The package contained the key to
translating the ancient writing.
Each page of the book has many fascinating
details to study. The artwork depicts ancient
Egyptian artifacts and examples of the writing
Champollion studies. Readers will be fascinated by
the re-created hieroglyphic symbols that are used to
form word pictures. The book is both compelling
and fascinating. The story is one of tragedy as well
as victory.

•• ••
Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Paint the
Porch. illustrated by Arthur Howard.
Harcourt, 2000. ISBN 0-15-201787-9. $13.00.
44pp.
A K-3 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kuptiz

As Mr. Putter is sitting on the porch getting
ready to read a funny story to his cat, Tabby, he
notices a porch post in dire need of some fresh
paint. Putting aside the book, Mr. Putter turns his
attention to the business at hand. He decides to
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paint the porch before reading a story to his
beloved cat. Everything goes well until a squirrel
appears. Tabby chases the squirrel, and before
long, the pink porch-paint is on everything,
including the squirrel and Tabby. Mr. Putter's
neighbor, Mrs. Teaberry, joins in to undo the mess.
Soon, Mr. Putter and Mrs. Teaberry paint blue over
all the pink splotches on the porch. The job goes
well until a chipmunk appears. At this point, Mrs.
Teaberry's dog, Zeke, remembers how great he is
at chasing chipmunks. The next day, Mr. Putter
paints the porch yellow while Tabby and Zeke are
locked up inside Mrs. Teaberry's home until the
paint dries. Finally, it is story time. As Mr. Putter,
Mrs. Teaberry, Tabby, and Zeke assemble on the
porch, a pink squirrel and a blue chipmunk walk
by. Could anything be funnier than this?
Mr. Putter's adventures never fail to evoke
smiles. Great reading on a level understandable to
children and a wonderful and positive portrayal of
senior citizens. lllustrations that move the text
along are in pencil, watercolor, and gouache.

••••
Schami, Rafik, translated by Anthea Bell. Albert &
Lila. lllustrated by Els Cools and Olvier
Streich. North-South, 1999. ISBN 0-73581182-2. $15.95. 32 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

All the pigs in the farmyard are happy except
Albert. Albert was born different from the rest of
the pigs-he has white, not pink, skin-and the
pink pigs always laugh at him. Albert spends a lot
of time alone, "dreaming of a world where all the
pigs are white." One day, Albert meets Lila, an old
chicken who can no longer lay eggs and lives in
fear of being thrown into the farmer's cook pot.
Lila asked the other farmyard hens to loan her eggs
so her nest would never be empty and even offered
to tell their chicks stories in exchange for eggs, but
no one was interested, and the rooster chased her
out of the henhouse. Lila and Albert, both outcasts,
play together all day long, despite the laughter
from the other hens and pigs. At night, they hide in
the hay until the farmer has closed up the pigsty
and henhouse; then they sit on the dung heap,
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looking at the moon, telling each other their
dreams.
One night, as they sit together in the
moonlight, Lila and Albert see a wily fox stealing
across the farmyard, heading for the henhouse.
Quickly, Albert devises a cunning plan to trick the
fox and save the hens. The angry fox, running for
his life, swears never to return to the farmyard
again. Albert and Lila are now heroes! Everyone
decides it is okay for pigs and chickens to play
together on the dung heap, but Albert still likes
Lila the best of all the animals in the yard.
A delightfully warm tale of friendship and
acceptance. Imaginative, vibrant illustrations
playfully help children understand that being
different is okay.

••••
Schroeder, Binette, translated by Rosemary
Lanning. Laura. Illustrated by Binette
Schroeder. North-South, 1999. ISBN 0-73581170-9. $15.95. 32 pp.
B Pre-l PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Laura is an unusual retelling of the Humpty
Dumpty nursery rhyme. One night Laura notices
something shimmering in the forest. She grabs her
teddy bear, Bobo, and runs to find out what it is.
Deep in the forest, she discovers Humpty Dumpty
asleep in a nest. At first, Humpty is startled by
Laura's appearance, but then he invites her to
spend the day playing with him. When night
comes, Humpty tells Laura he is afraid of the
thundersmasher birds. She leaves him Bobo for
company. During the night, a thunderstorm
awakens Laura, who fears that the thundersmasher
birds are after Humpty. She runs to the forest to
help him defend himself. Both Laura and Humpty
succeed in fighting off the birds, then fall sleep
under a tree. In the morning, Laura finds eggshells
on the ground. She cries, thinking that the birds
have eaten her friend, but soon discovers that
Humpty Dumpty has
hatched-into
a
thundersmasher bird.
There really isn't much to the text, although
Schroeder's different approach to the nursery
rhyme is refreshing. Her illustrations are the best
thing about the book. Schroeder, who is well

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/4

known in Germany as an illustrator and painter,
has a wonderful imagination and a fine eye for
detail, especially when capturing facial
expressions. Her scenes in the forest show faces
hidden among the trees and bushes. The drawings
of Laura, her teddy bear Bobo, and Humpty
Dumpty sliding down overgrown tulips in the
forest are charming. In terms of color, Schroeder
uses mostly black, grey, and shades of blue, green,
red, and purple to create a dreamlike, occasionally
nightmarish, atmosphere. The brilliant, whimsical
illustrations are without a doubt the book's
strength.

••••
Slangerup, Erik Jon. Dirt Boy. Illustrated by John
Manders. Whitman, 2000. ISBN 0-8075-44248. $15.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-2 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Fister Farnello escapes his clean, mean mom,
who is trying to get him into the bathtub, and runs
away to become Dirt Boy. By accident he sleeps
the first night away from home curled in the navel
of a giant, who hasn't bathed for a thousand years.
They revel in dirt for days. Birds nest in Fister's
hair; dirt and slime cover his body. Only when the
giant eyes Fister as a possible meal does Dirt Boy
run home to his mother and a sudsy bathtub, where
he is scrubbed clean.
The watercolor and gouache illustrations
brightly capture the "earth" tones: green gunk
covers the giant's teeth; mud oozes between his
toes: dirt, dust, and debris are everywhere. Visually
the reader sees that Fister and the giant delight in
getting dirty. The final spread of the clean Fister is
rendered with a slightly different style. Fister has
learned to appreciate being safe and clean, but he
is probably not through being Dirt Boy. A good
choice for read aloud or bedtime. Children will
want this one read again and again.

••••
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Steiner, Joan. Look-Alikes Jr. Illustrated by Joan
Steiner and Thomas Lindley. Little, Brown,
1999. ISBN 0-316-81307. $13.95. 32 pp.
A K-2 PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Steiner uses more than seven hundred
everyday objects, such as pencils, buttons, dog
biscuits, and crayons, to create eleven everyday
scenes from a kitchen to a classroom to a farm. A
short rhyme introduces each double-page spread.
Steiner uses the rhyme as a way to help children
start their search for as many objects (or what she
calls "look-alikes") as they can by giving the name
of one item to look for in the picture.
Steiner's book is very imaginative and
original. She shows kids how one object can be
used in several ways, for example, cookies used as
wall hangings in one picture but as throw pillows
or seat cushions in another. Pencils are used as
picket fences, crayons as bedposts, and potholders
as area rugs and living room furniture. The
illustrations of each scene consist of Thomas
Lindley's color photographs. At the back of the
book are several suggestions for searching contests
and a key listing each look-alike found in each
scene.

••••
Strauss, Linda Leopold. A Fairy Called Hilary.
lllustrated by Sue Truesdell. Holiday House,
1999. ISBN 0-8234-1418-3. $15.95. 96 pp.
B 2-5 FI

Reviewed by Kathe Homer

Caroline is surprised and delighted when a real
fairy suddenly appears. The fairy, Hilary, certainly
doesn't look like a fairy; instead, she looks like a
normal ten-year-old girl. When Caroline's parents
are finally convinced by her magic that she is a real
fairy, Hilary settles in and becomes part of the
family-livening up Halloween trick-or-treating,
surprising the local bullies who try to destroy
Caroline's snowman, bringing real magic to a
birthday party magician's act, etc.
This is the story of many a child's dream
fantasy and is treated as such. It is a simple story
that should please the seven- through ten-year-olds
in the family. The magic used is not BIG magic,
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because if anyone else finds out Hilary is a fairy,
she will not be able to stay with Caroline. Hilary
uses just enough magic to make life more lively
and interesting. This is for the very young reader
and is fun, but very light reading.

••••
Trottier, Maxine. Native Crafts: Inspired by North
America's First Peoples. Illustrated by
Esperanca Melo. Kids Can Press, 2000. ISBN
1-550-74854-8. $12.95.40 pp.
A 3+ NF

Reviewed by Susan Woods

The first people of North America made all
their clothing, built their homes, grew and
produced their food, and did it all by hand. They
learned to use items they found in nature to
produce functional, as well as beautiful, objects.
Today, many people still create these
traditional crafts. You can create some, too, by
following the detailed instructions found in this
easy-to-understand book. Photographs and
drawings accompany each item to aid in the
creating process. Instructions are included for seed
and bead jewelry; bear-claw jewelry using selfhardening clay and strong cord; clay pinch pots to
make and paint; a cardboard totem pole; a corncob
doll; a rattle, drum, bull roarer, and rasp. If you
have always wanted your own custom-fitted leather
moccasins, you will find clear pictures and
instructions to help you make a pair.
Some projects require adult help; others are
simple enough for third graders to complete.
Supply lists are simple and objects inexpensive.
Many can be found in the classroom and at home.
Others can easily be purchased from craft and
variety stores.

••••

17

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 21 [2000], Iss. 3, Art. 4

Children's Book and Play Review 29
lively illustrations, will take some ofthe dread out
of Shakespeare for the pre-teen crowd and will
provide the basics to help them understand
characters, plot, and action.

••••
Wojtowycz, David. Animal Antics from 1 to 10.
lllustrated by David Wojtowycz. Holiday
House, 2000. ISBN 0-8234-1552-X. $16.95.
32pp.
A Pre-l PB

©2000 Marcia Williams

Williams, Marcia. Bravo, Mr.
William
Shakespeare. lllustrated by Marcia Williams.
Candlewick Press, 2000. ISBN 0-7636-1209X. $16.99. 32 pp.
B+ 2-4 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

This elementary approach to Shakespeare
provides brief plot summaries of seven plays: As
You Like It, Antony and Cleopatra, Richard III,
Twelfth Night, King Lear, The Merchant o/Venice,
and Much Ado About Nothing. Each summary
follows a story board format with the action
described below each cell; each watercolor, pen,
and ink cell provides snippets of original dialogue.
The borders of the pages are filled with audience
members and their commentary. Williams has used
a lively jewel tone palette to depict comedies, an
earth tone palette for history, and a dark palette for
tragedies. She also chose dark colored clothing for
most villains.
Although probably not a book to which
children will flock without some prompting,
Bravo, Mr. William Shakespeare will certainly aid
parents and teachers who are introducing
Shakespeare to their seven to eleven-year-olds.
Whether exploring Shakespeare in the classroom
or preparing for a movie or a life theatre
performance, this book, with its simple text and
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Reviewed by Maren Purcell

Wojtowycz brings us a comical counting book
depicting animals at a hotel. Making use of
alliteration, the sparse text rolls off the tongue.
"Four frightened frogs" flee from ghosts, "six
sleep-walking skunks" scavenge for food and
saunter across the ceiling, and "eight energetic
eagles" exercise in the hotel's gym. The lively
illustrations, done in bold, bright colors tell most of
the story and are sure to elicit at least a few
giggles. Young readers will enjoy the rhythmic text
and humorous paintings as they practice their
counting.

••••
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