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Jessner et al.: Reports

Our participation in German language seminars is in the doldrums and
needs a new approach. Although we have written and offered to provide speakers
to nearly 20 such institutions free of charge except for room and board, the
response was very disappointing. We had one request dated two weeks into a
four week seminar!

It is probably time to also restructure the Historical Society’s
administration. With increased membership, a more rigorous publishing schedule
and a continuous flow of genealogical inquires it is probably necessary to divide
the work load among the officers with perhaps specific assignments. I believe
one of the Vice Presidents should be residing in Europe, where we have over 50
members. In addition, we should have an elected office of Editor of Publications.
Since we have a not-for-profit bulk mailing permit in Chicago - cost $75.00/year
- an amount we make up with postage savings of one mailing, it would make
sense to keep the SAHS main office in Chicago, thereby keeping the publishing,
printing and mailing in one place. Sometime soon we most likely will need a
corresponding secretary, but for now that could be handled by the First Vice-
President.

We had regional meetings in Switzerland in 1991 in Brugg and in 1994 in
Bern. Both had an attendance of nearly 50 people. We had no such meeting this
year nor in any other location. With nearly 80 members in Illinois, Wisconsin
and Indiana, it might be time to consider a meeting in the Chicago region. Other
locations could be in New England (Boston) or on the West Coast.

No matter how hard one tries, I, too, will have to turn over some projects
to the new administration for consideration or completion. I think it’s time to
update and reprint the booklet of the SAHS history. It has been out of print for
several years and ends in 1977, nearly 20 years ago. In 1997 we will be 70 years
old, perhaps a time to do something special at our next New York meeting. A
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