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the historians corner
edited by james B alien
ailen
allen
in this issue of the historians corner we present two quite
different items the first by ted J warner suggests the continuing need for historians to reevaluate the printed word and update their research his essay on the historiography of B H roberts
is not a criticism of roberts but rather a reminder that continued
scholarly research and the frequent discovery of new resources
creates a continuing need for historical revision professor warner
is a nationally known scholar of the spanish borderlands recently
he has been deeply involved in editing for publication the journal
of the dominguez escalante expedition in connection with the 1976
bicentennial observance of that expedition
the second item submitted by richard 0 cowan should be
enjoyed by those who are interested in the strictly human side of
latter day saint history the problem of maintaining personal
physical fitness is one that confronts us all and professor cowan
gives us a brief insight into how presidents heber J grant and
joseph fielding smith felt about it
B

H ROBERTS ON A NONMORMON
NON MORMON TOPIC
AN EXERCISE IN historiography
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years B H roberts comprehensive history
of the church has been accepted by readers almost as an official
LDS church history one recent historical asinterpretation of LIDS
ses sment of it concluded that even if modern scholarship has left
sessment
certain chapters obsolete the work is still an important starting
point is still worth reading and no mormon need be ashamed of
roberts as a scholar or historian 1 this thoughtful appraisal of the
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professor of history and chairman of the history department at
brigham young university
davis bitton B H roberts As historian dialogue A journal of mormon
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comprehensive history is clearly justified insofar as its coverage of
mormons is concerned but there are some weaknesses and even
the cormons
some errors in topics on which roberts was not an expert in such
cases almost all of roberts problems stem from his relying upon
secondary sources rather than doing the kind of primary research
he did in mormon history
one example of an historiographic problem is the section the
salt lake region before the advent of the mormon pioneers 2
in a long footnote on the first page of this chapter roberts states
that it is customary to begin any explanation of spanish penetration
of the present utah region with a discussion of the 1540 expedition
of captain garcia lopez de cardenas noting that this expedition
dispatched from cibola 3 by don francisco vasquez de coronado
sought to locate a large river reported by the indians as lying far to
the northwest of their village roberts says that with twelve men
there were actually twentyfive
twenty five horsemen in the party lopez de
cardenas proceeded in a northwesterly direction until after many
days his progress was halted by a huge canyon of the colorado
river which lay within the boundaries of the present state of utah
thus implying that the actual discovery of what is now utah occurred in 1540 4 but roberts does not discuss this further because
the expedition led by lopez de cardenas did not enter the great
basin which was the area of his immediate concern his mere
mention of this expedition has helped perpetuate among some
church members a major error concerning the first known white
men in utah the 1540 expedition of garcia lopez
lpez de cardenas
did not in fact enter utah because of dr katharine bartletts
Bart
bartletta
letts
careful 1949 study of the old indian trails in this region we now
know that lopez de cardenas guided by hopi indians followed a
B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus christ of latter
provo utah brigham young university press 1965
day saints century 1I 6 vols
3244
5244 47
324447
524447
uh the ruins of which are
roberts is referring to the zuni village of hawikuh
Hawik
located thirteen miles south of the present pueblo of zuni on the arizona new mexico
border some thirty nine miles south of gallup new mexico the spaniards renamed this pueblo granada see frederick W hodge history of hawikuh los
angeles the southwest museum 1937
see
ee hubert howe bancroft history of utah san francisco san francisco
ap 2266 on page 5 bancroft includes a map he labels
history company 1889 pp
probable route of cardenas which shows the expedition reaching the colorado
river in what is presently the state of utah this was apparently the source used by
roberts and subsequent early writers on utah history see also orson F whitney
history of utah salt lake city george Q cannon & sons 1892 p 289 and
levi edgar young the founding of utah new york charles scribner s sons
p 46
1933 1924
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well travelled trail from waterhole to waterhole in a more westerly
direction than was formerly believed and was finally stopped on
the south rim of the grand canyon of the colorado river at a place
called grand view in arizona 5
while it is customary to accord the honor of the discovery of utah
to the expedition of two franciscan friars fray francisco atanasio
Domm guez and fray silvestre velez de escalante who came into
dominguez
this region in 1776 scholars are convinced by documents in the
spanish archives of new mexico and mexico that spanish traders
penetrated the southeastern corner of the present state some years
prior to that date there are allusions to such expeditions in the
extant documents but it is not yet possible to identify these traders
roberts discussion of the dominguez velez de escalante expedition also contains a num
ber of important errors because he relied
number
on the first english translation of the dominguez velez de escalante
journal published in 1909 by the reverend W R harris in his
the catholic church in utah 6 which was assessed by an historian
in 1950
1930 as practically worthless 7 roberts reliance on this work
rather than a copy of the original manuscript or even the spanish
version published in mexico in 1854 is responsible for many of his
mistakes
Domm guez arrived in new
the leader of the expedition father dominguez
mexico in 1775 as canonical visitor of the custody of the conversion of st paul an appointment given only to clergymen of the
katharine bartlett how don pedro de tovar discovered the hopi and don
garcia lopez de cardenas
Cir
clrdenas saw the grand canyon with notes upon their probable
45
January 19493745
12january
route plateau 12
manuscript copies of the dominguez velez de escalante journal diario y derro
Hi
hisloria
histona
stona
histora
terro are located in the archive general de mexico His
loria tomos 26 and 62
indias gaudiencia
encia d e
Audi
audiencia
another manuscript is in seville spain in the archive general de andias
legajo 516 the ayer collection in the newberry library chicago has the
guadalajara legako
earliest known manuscript copy of the journal it is in the hand of father dominguez
secretary and was copied from the original in january 1777 the original journal
documentos
documenlos
mentos
doru
documents
has not been located the journal was first published in spanish in Docu
np 1854 the first
para la historia de mexico segunda serie tomo 1I mexico ap
attempt at an english translation was that of the reverend W R harris in the
catholic church in utah salt lake city intermountain catholic press 1909 two
later english translations of the journal have been published herbert S auerbach
1777 salt lake city utah historical quar17761777
the journal of father escalante 1776
and herbert E bolton pageant in the wilderness salt lake city
terly 1943
utah state historical society 1950 neither of these translations and notes is
entirely accurate or satisfactory despite the statement by the utah historical society
bollons
boltons
tons work that the present study very nearly approaches the
in the preface to Bol
ideal and the final word on the subject there are numerous errors in bolton s
translation as well as in his long historical introduction
joseph J hill spanish and mexican exploration and trade northwest from
january
utah historical quarterly 3 3january
new mexico into the great basin 1765
1853
17651853

194937

19308
411

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1976

3

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 16, Iss. 3 [1976], Art. 8

highest caliber in addition to his instruction to visit and inspect
each of the new mexico missions he was to investigate the possibili
sibilities
ties of opening a land route from sante fe to the newly
founded franciscan missions in california learning that the missionary friar serving in the village of zuni was interested in such
an enterprise and had in fact made some preliminary expeditions
in that direction dominguez orderedthat
ordered that priest fray silvestre velez de escalante to report to him in the capital to discuss plans for
such an expedition and to accompany him on it roberts was not
the only writer to mistakenly accord the leading role in this expedition to velez de escalante even later scholars including herbert
E bolton have tended to minimize the role played by father dominguez the journey is generally referred to as the escalante
expedition with velez de escalante receiving the lion s share of
Domm guez was there
credit 8 roberts recognized that atanasio dominguez
but did not give him the leading role he held
on 15 april 1776 father dominguez
Domm guez ordered velez de escalante to join him in santa fe as soon as possible for discussion of
the project of locating a route from santa fe to monterey escalante
arrived on 7 june plans were completed and the date set for the
departure was 4 july 1776 there were several unavoidable delays
however including a sudden illness which struck escalante so the
expedition did not get underway until 29 july 1776 although for
some unknown reason roberts says 29 august
by following the harris translation roberts gets particularly
snarled in his discussion of the rivers in utah valley the original
journal mentions four rivers which discharge into the lake and calls
entes identified today as the spanish
calientes
them the rio de aguas Cali
salientes
fork the rio de san nicolas hobble creek the rio de san
antonio de padua the provo river and the rio de santa ana
the american fork river harris and roberts call the rio de san
today
oday in

utah there

is an escalante

desert an escalante valley an escalante

river the escalante mountains the town of escalante and the escalante petrified
forest none of these names was affixed by the travelers themselves all being given

later by others who assumed that escalante was the leader of the expedition to my
knowledge there is not a single place name in utah which perpetuates the name of
dominguez even some of the other members of the expedition had their names
commemorated but not dominguez it is as if he had not even been on the expedition and yet not only was he a full partner in the enterprise he was the senior
partner the journal which should be referred to as the dominguez velez de escalante journal is generally referred to as escalante s journal but a careful reading of
it as well as velez de escalante s later letters reveals that escalante himself always
referred to the account as our diary
he understood his role in the expedition
even if later scholars did not
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nicolas the provo river the rio de san antonio de padua the
american fork and the rio de santa ana the jordan which places
the provo too far from the spanish fork ignores hobble creek
and has the jordan flowing in the wrong direction
roberts accurately reports that the fathers established friendly
relations with the natives living on the eastern shores of utah

lake whom they met in great numbers they told them of god

and of obedience and promised that they would send priests to
teach of christ and spaniards to live among them and teach them
to cultivate the soil and raise cattle so that they could be able to
obey the law and to live as god
eat and to dress like spaniards to obeythe
had commanded 0
the padres were not able to fulfill this promise to the utah lake
or laguna indians because when they returned to santa fe on 3
january 1777 they found conditions so bad that it was all they
could do to maintain what missions they already had some years
earlier missionaries had requested funds to extend the mission frontier but had been told that for colonial purposes the faith was
sufficiently spread out and that if every proposal for the foundios and missions were acceded to the treasury
dation of presi
presidios
of midas would not suffice 10 the expulsion of the jesuits from
the new world in 1767 had made it necessary that their missions
be taken over by other orders and there were simply not enough missionaries available or money in the treasury to extend the spanish
mission frontier into utah since the spaniards did not return to
Domm guez and velez de
establish the missions and villages which dominguez
escalante had promised the utah indians were left alone for
another seventy one years except for an occasional illegal visit made
by spanish traders from northern new mexico to the laguna de los
timpanoguitsis 11
roberts states that the indians told the padres of the salt lake in
the next valley northward and of the wonders of it to the native
mind since they did not visit the lake roberts apparently as
dorniffiguez
ommguez escalante journal in bolton pageant in the wilderness p 180
pedro de rivera to viceroy casafuerte
Casafuerte el paso 26 september 1726 AGM
historia 394
from the standpoint of the future history of utah the failure to follow up on
the promises made to these indians had important results when brigham young
led his followers to a new home in the west in 1847 he was looking for isolation
presi dios we
had the spaniards returned to utah with missions pueblos and presidios
would no doubt have on the utah map today such place names as santa catarina
combre de jesus san andres and san antonio de padua instead of lehi
dulce nombre
nephi moroni and bountiful

413

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1976

5

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 16, Iss. 3 [1976], Art. 8

sumed
fumed that the fathers did not become sufficiently curious to visit
12
this wonderful lake 112
on the contrary the spaniards were very
interested in the body of salt water which the indians informed them
was noxious and extremely salty and that a person who moist
ens any part of his body with the water of lake immediately feels
much itching in the part that is wet 13 but they were not curious
enough to take the time to journey north because of the lateness of
the season the distance they had yet to travel and the primary purpose of the expedition which precluded their making unnecessary
side trips
sidetrips
roberts does not mention at least one important observation in
his interpretation of the expedition bernardo miera y pacheco the
retired military captain and engineer who accompanied the group
produced a map of the regions traversed and included some intriguing descriptive notes on it one that tantalized the spaniards by
reporting

they

say there are many large tribes of indians on the other side
kimpan
of utah lakel
lake who live in organized communities the timpan
ogos
agos indians say that the tribes living on the west side of their
lake and on the high ridge of mountains which is seen in that
direction from their huts were formerly their friends and that they
make the tips of their arrows lances and macanas of a yellow
metal in accordance with ancient traditions

surely the mention of yellow metal which might be gold but
was probably copper from the bingham copper area would have
interested the gold hungry spaniards no doubt it did but conditions were such in new spain in the last quarter of the eighteenth
century that they could do nothing to confirm these reports this is
a further indication of how far the spanish regime in the new
mormons and the
world had slipped and one of the reasons the cormons
indians had utah all to themselves in 1847
certainly B H roberts minor errors and omissions are not
serious enough to challenge his credibility as a historian but they
do serve as a worthwhile exercise in historiography and a reminder
to the rest of us historians that no matter how well done a history
seems to be continued research and updating will always be necessary
2 47
nR
roberts comprehensive history p 247
oberts
ante journal in bolton pageant in the wilderness
dominguez escal
escalante

p 186
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