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and member of the Swiss Parliament, Basler has published several works, 

including a history of Thalheim, which until 1878 was known as Dorlikon. 

Basler was interested in following the tracks of a like-named ancestor, 

Conrad Basler, who emigrated in 1743 together with others from Dorlikon. In 

1992, Basler and his wife flew to the United States to trace and find what they 

could. What follows is a highly readable and informative account of how they 

finally traced the ancestral path down to present day descendants. It should be 

noted that they were especially fortunate to have obtained the assistance of the 

foremost Swiss-American historian, Professor Leo Schelbert, University of 

Illinois-Chicago. 

The account provides some revealing comparisons between conditions then 

and now, e.g. the journey to America (pp. 21-26). Also, Basler compares his 

impressions at various stages, such as at his arrival in New York (pp. 26ft) with 

descriptions of earlier time periods. 

Valuable for the researcher are his descriptions at various libraries, 

archives, and historical societies. The volume is richly illustrated with 

documents, maps, and photographs. Basler' s work appropriately concluded with 

a meeting with a cousin ten generations removed from the immigrant ancestor. 

The work is of value for several reasons. First, it documents Swiss

American connections, in this case dating back to the 1740s, and their ever

continuing connection. Second, it contributes to an appreciation of the 

immigration experience by means of contrast and comparison with present day 

conditions. Third, it establishes the necessity of contact not only with the 

appropriate research centers and libraries, but of the fundamental need to contact 

the appropriate research persons, as they are the key. Finally, it underscores the 

basic and elemental need of linguistic knowledge. Basler noted the wealth of 

resources available in the United States for Swiss-American research, but 
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emphasizes that a knowledge of not only English, but German_ is necessary: 

"Neben der englischen braucht es dazu aber auch Kenntnis der deutschen Sprache 

und der alten deutschen Handschriften." (p. 88) Finally, as Basler notes, such 

research can only contribute to basic self-understanding with regard to the 

questions as to where one comes from and where one's connections can be found. 

Don Heinrich Tolzmann 

University of Cincinnati 
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