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the fraudulent archkoarchbo volume

richard lloyd anderson

would you like the views of mary and joseph about jesus
an interview with the shepherds on the miracles at his birth
reports of his last hours from pilate herod antipas and
caiaphas all these and more are promised to those who take
the archboarchko volume seriously no scholar does witness its
quick dismissal by the apocrypha expert M R james who
called it a ridiculous and disgusting american book 1 credit
belongs to an american authority edgar J goodspeed for
summarizing why such a verdict is required 2 yet some bible
believers accept the archkoarchbo documents so that the book is often
stocked in religious bookstores and periodically quoted to
church audiences as containing factual accounts of those who
came in contact with the lord 3 yet perversions of fact con-
taminateta virtually every page of this book so that anyone with
basic knowledge of ancient history can multiply goodspeed s

random samples of blunders that it contains more signifi-
cantly the basic fallacy of each ancient discovery needs ex-
planation together with evidence beyond the survey level on
how the archboarchko volume was fabricated

REVEREND WILLIAM D MAHAN

many spurious documents are of ancient origin but the
archkoarchbo collection is a modern forgery produced by the rever

dr anderson is professor of history and religion at brigham young uni-
versityversity

montague R james the apocryphal new testament oxford claren-
don press 1924 p 90 at the outset I1 wish to thank my secretaries for in-
dispensable help in this article daughter roselle anderson for research and
writing inquiries and lorelei olsen for research and typing the final draft

adgardgaredgar J goodspeed gave more insight in his second treatment begin-
ning with strange new gospels chicago university of chicago press

193111931 chapter 5 following with a rewritten chapter in modern apocrypha
boston beacon press 1956 reissued as famous BIbiblicalblicalplical hoaxes grand

rapids michigan baker book house c19561cl956cl956 chapter 4
thehe phrase is from arland udell thehe boyhood of jesus salt lake city

apnp 1956 preface of this pamphlet publicizing the archboarchko volume
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end william dennes mahan born in a pioneer generation
27 july 1824 he spent his mature years in upper central

missouri residing in boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo for about the last thirty years
of his life 4 he appears first in vital records at gallatin
missouri where he was a minister pres in 1860 5 cumber-
land presbyterian records locate his pastoral service in eastern
missouri louisiana in 1865 then back in central missouri
at arrow rock in 1868711868 71 where he also appears on the 1870
census as a minister he retained his status in the cumberland
presbyterian church until 1885 by their records living in
Boonville from 1872851872 85 but he may have been inactive in
that profession judging by his 1880 census status in boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo
as a hotel keeper he died at the mahan house in boon
ville on 19 october 1906 leaving a wife and one child 6

the lack of clarity and education displayed in mahan s

writing throws doubt on his professional fitness raising pos-
sible financial motives in the publishing of his invented writ-
ings perhaps there is a pang of conscienceconscience in his preface of-
fering the book with the assurance that it can do no harm to
anyone or to any church 7 but when challenged he bluntly
rationalized

itelitflit is paying us about 20 dollars per day and its prospects
and popularity isis increasing every day you are bound to
admit that the items inin the book can t do any harm even if
it were false but will cause many to read and reflect that
otherwise would not so the balance of good is inin its
favor 8

birth date isis found inin mahan s obituary Bo onville weekly advertiser
26 october 1906 which isis inaccurate inin stating that he lived inin Bo onville
from 1845

thehe minutes of the general assembly cumberland presbyterian church
are the best source for mahan s location while a minister confirming the 1860
census census records also list real estate so he undoubtedly farmed inin hhisas1s

earlier years and there are no ministerial listings from 1861641861 64 1866671866 67 and
1869

blonvilleboonvilleBo onville weekly advertiser 26 october 1906 for locating and re
producing articles pertaining to mahan I1 am particularly indebted to mrs
alma vaghan newspaper librarian state historical society of missouri and
her former assistant mrs mary katheryn stroh

all quotations are made from the currently available archboaichkoarchko volume
issued in grand rapids michigan by the archkoarchbo press inin numerous printingspaintingsprin tings
from 1951 to the present based on mahan s 1896 edition the quotation cited
appears on page 41 but was evidently first published by the author inin rebuttal
inin the Bo onville weekly advertiser 20 february 1885 supplement

W D mahan to rev J A quarles Boonville mo 13 november 1884
cited innt the blonvilleboonvilleBoonville weekly advertiser 20 february 1885 with false
spelled ntfaulcefaulce
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THE fraudulent ARCHKO VOLUME 45

As events turned out raising such questions was more signifi-
cant than the answering of them

might not these writings have been manufactured to make
money out of if so it was a poor business for this isis the
first and only book ever produced from them it certainly
was a bad speculation on their part 9

PILATES COURT 1878
mahan s ancient writings moved through three main stages

in the beginning there was A correct transcript of pilates
court copyrighted in 1878 its title page claiming it to be a
correct account of jesus trial and death from tiberius
caesar s records in the vatican at rome this claim was but-
tressed by authenticating letters which are still printed with the
expanded collection A german named H C whydamanWhydaman was
supposedly snowbound with mahan in missouri and told of
seeing the original report of pilate to tiberius in the vatican
library 10 on request whydamanWhydaman wrote to the chief guard-
ian of the vatican one father freelinhusenFreelinhusen who agreed to
furnish a latin transcript for thirty five daricsbarics a coin un-
known in modern italy but used inin ancient persia whydarhyda
man obtained the transcript and forwarded it to myrny brother
inlawin law C C vantbergerVantberger in new york city who translated
the document into english for reverend mahan who then pub-
lished it none of the characters inin this drama can be verified
and the true copy word for word as certified by the vati-
can s freelinhusenFreelinhusen grew considerably in the next edition
this is not surprising since goodspeed found that it was based
on a boston pamphlet of 1842 pontius pilates account of the
condemnation of jesus christ purporting to come from an
old latin manuscript recently found at vienne 11

archaeological WRITINGS OF THE SANHEDRIN 1884

stage two of mahan s production was the most creative
lew wallace s novel benhurben hur appeared in 1880 the year after

mahan archboarchko volume p 5636
in the second century justin martyr referred to the acts of pilate

trial records of christ apology 1.35135135155 48 and shortly afterward tertullian
referred to a report of pilate to tiberius apology 5215.21 from these points
of departure several christian acts of pilate were produced in early centuries
but mahan s acts of pilate had no specific relationship to any of them

goodspeed hoaxes p 42 responsible 1881 investigation proved free
linhusenwinhusenlin husen neither custodian nor known at the vatican Boonville weekly topi-
c 20 february 1885
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pilates court was first published soon pilates court ap
pearedfeared with ten more ancient documents growing from a pam
phletahlet of 32 pages to a book ten times that sizestzesize this 1884
edition was published for the author inin st louis by the
printer of the earlier pamphlet the mainmalnmainmaln portion of the
new title was archaeological writings of the sanhedrin and
taimuitalmud f of the jews and was givenoivengivenolven double billing inin sub
titles as the record made by the enerniesenergiesenerenemiesnies of jesus of nazareth
inin his day and the most interesting history ever read by
man this edition isis critical inin assessing malianmahanmallanmailan for it con-
tains his clearest plagiarism and proves false his claim of
translating ancient records the most telling section was ellelieileliell s

story of the magi which was prefaced as follows

while investigating the sanhedrin and the talmuds in con
stantinoplestantin ople october 22nd 18851883 1I came upon the following
parchment written and bound between two cedar boards
it was signed ben eliellelteiteil who he was or where he came
from or when he wrote we cannot tell nor can we say it
isis true yet it is so compatible with our history and has so
many strange things connected with it that we thought it
would be interesting to our readers 1012

so european discoveries furnished mahan s new foimatformat
while retaining the mail order versionversion of pilate s report helielleile ex
pandedbanded his plot with himself center stage he talked of a ten
year investigation corresponding with many historians and
scholars sending for all the books that could instruct me on
these great questions 13 next he said he personally went to
the vatican at rome and then to the jewish talmuds at

constantinople 14 inin the process engaging two expert scholars
drs mclntoshmcintosh of scotland and twyman of england 15

otherwise unknown their credentials are independently at
tested by one dr rubin who met mahan mclntoshmcintosh and twy
man inin the vatican with a number of clerks both readers and
scribes rubin also unknown opinedopened they seem to be men
of great age and learning 16 there are few clues to the re

2mahan archaeological writings of the sanhedrin and talmuds of the
jews st louis perrin and smith 1884 p 113

imahanmahanomahan bichkoaichkoarchho volume p 36
14 ibid p 14

ibid p 36 instead of citing their british isle posts after 1884 mahan s

title page conferred the strange honor on these two of belonging to the anti
quanan lodge genoa italy

16 ibid p 42 thisnisthigmismls letter supposedly appeared inin the brunstBrunsibrunsivickerbrunsuickeivicker but
J A quarles found that it did not BoblonvilleboontilleboonvilleBoononvilletille weekly advertiser 27 march
1885 and weekly topic same date referring to the editorseditors letter of 16 jan
uary 1885
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THE fraudulent ARCHKO VOLUME 47

nowneddowned scholars who accompanied mahan one a letter to his
wife from the indefinite market place of rome reports the
rendezvous with dr mcintoshmclntosh at st elgin supposedly in
paris but unknown he is one of the nicest old men and one
of the finest scholars I1 ever met 17 there is even a letter from
mclntoshmcintosh himself who speaks like neither scot nor scholar
but rather uses mahan s own phraseology for instance ma-
han s 1884 subtitle recurs in his explanations mahan claims
that the compilation will be found one of the most strange
and interesting books ever read 18 interestingly mclntoshMcIntomcintoshsllsilsii has
similar wording for the same opinion the doctor thinks it
will be one of the most important books ever brought before
the public except the bible 19 and the learned mclntoshmcintosh

in an open letter to north america confirms that mahan
would bring out one of the best books ever offered to the
christian world except the bible 0 20O even dr rubin has the
same idiom it will prove to be one of the most interesting
books ever presented to the christian world 21

challenged repeatedly during the two decades prior to his
death mahan never proved the existence of these learned com-
panions nor of the trip itself 22 he supposedly sailed from
new york on 21 september 1883 and returned about decem-
ber of the same year 23 but this account is inconsistent since
mahan claimed to land in marseilles after twelve days out

mahan archboarchko volume p 45
ibid p 17
ibid p 47

201211ibid211bidbid p 43
ibidiibidbibid p 42
2mahanmahanomahan s chief antagonist burst the mcintoshmantoshmclntosh twyman bubble through

correspondence first he elicited the following letter from mahan 7 no-
vember 1884 no man in this country could translate the ancient hebrew I1

was informed of the fact at leipsig and it was here I1 procured the assistenceassistencyassi stence
of dr mcintosh dr twyman is his assistentassistantassistent dr mcintosh is only an expert
in learning j has been imployedimploredimp loyed by the leipsig university in this work he
is a methodist a good scotchman and a schollar twyman is an inglishmenenglishmeningl ishmen j
he is a materialestmaterialistMateria lest and is in the employ of the other on receiving this letter
J A quarles wrote for verification to university authorities at leipsig 1 jan-
uary 1885 they answered 28 january 1885 that neither mclntoshmcintosh nor
twyman have been known at this university during the past five vearsyears the
full correspondence was published in the Boonville weekly advertiser 27
march 1885 and also the weekly topic same date two points are note-
worthy in this mahan letter 1 if reproduced accurately it shows an illiteracy
harmonious with the poor representation of names and events in his writings

2 it suggests a personal trip to leipsig that cannot fit the dates given by
mahan

mahan archboarchko volume ppap 13 474847 48 mahan mentioned a gale
upon leaving which is authentic according to an article of that date in the
new york times indicating the difficulty of a rescue possibly mahan had
such information before writing that detail
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from new york yet his chapter on antipas defense isis dated
the fifth day from his sailing 24 A greater problem was con-
siderablesiderable local skepticism that mahan ever was abroad one
hometownhometown newspaper openly requested verification

it isis a very easy matter to prove it if he made the trip this
isis the first and most important step that he should take
gather a list of the passengers and give us the name of the
vessel he left this country on and the date he sailed A list
isis always published and isis accessible at any time give us
the date of his arrival inin europe produce his passport pro
duce his letters written from the old country THE AD
VERTISER published a letter purported to have been writ-
ten from rome to his wife while he was absent from boon
ville let the public see that envelope and its postmarks
there are hundreds of ways by which he can prove he made
this trip and until this isis done the public have a right to
consider themselves imposed upon and the author an im-
poster

im-
poster 25212 1

no doubt mahan s strongest answer appeared inin subsequent
editions three letters from acquaintances written inin january
1887 they said only two things on the question of his ab
sence that he left boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo inin the fall of 1883 with the de
dared intention of going to europe and that the roman letter
to his wife was seen while he was gone the most specific
testimonial adding 1 I did not see the postmarks on the letter
but understood it was from rome 2621

but there were unshakable grounds on which to test ma
hanban s story for as already noted he claimed to find at con
stantinoplestantinople the parchment written and signed ben
elleliblibileil 27 this document alone took up 87 of the 352 pages inin
mahan s 1884 edition and most of ben eliehelleil freely used ben
hulhuihurhuf as its source sample comparisons of the 1880 novel and
mahan s use of it reveal his methods ben ellelieil s document
opens with the same situation as benhurben huihurhut thieethree magi jour
neyingneymgheying to jerusalem from greece india and egypt mahan s

account has them speaking before the sanhedrin whereas

2theathethe marseilles arrival appears inin his roman letter archboarchko volume p
44 on first publishing herod antipas defense inin 1884 the preface read
qtcity of rome september 26th 1883 a date deleted from later editions
archaeological writings p 240

15 BoblonvilleboomilleboonvilleBooonvillemille weekly advertiser 20 february 1885 the weekly topic
published a similarly blunt appeal on the same date

mahan archboarchko volume p 49
27mahan archaeological writings p 113 the entire quotation on find

ing the bound parchment inin constantinople isis quoted aboeabove
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THE fraudulent ARCHKO VOLUME 49

wallace set their rendezvous inin a desert tent where they first
shared philosophy and experiences in both accounts the
greek speaks firstfirst282821

wallace mahan
then slowly at firstfirstarst like one the greek slowly and like

watchful of himself the greek one watchful of himself began
began

what I1 have to tell my what I1 have to tell my
brethren isis so strange that I1 brethren is so strange that I1

hardly know where to begin or hardly know where to begin or
what I1 may with propriety what I1 may with propriety speak
speak I1 do not yet understand I1 do not yet understand myself
myself the most I1 am sure of the most I1 am sure of isis that I1

isis that I1 am doing a master s am doing a master s will and
will and that the serviceservice isis a that the serviceservice is a constant ec-

stasyconstant ecstasy when I1 think when I1 think of the pur-
poseof the purpose I1 am sent to I1 am sent to fulfill there is

fulfill there isis inin me a joy so inin me a joy so inexpressible that
inexpresslinexinexpressiblepresslpressi that I1 know the I1 know the wwillwiililiilliii isis god s

will isis god s

the good man paused un-
able

here the good man paused
to proceed while the unable to proceed

others inin sympathy with his
feelings dropped their gaze

11far to the west of this he far to the west of this he
began again there isis a land began again there isis a land
which may never be forgotten which may never be forgotten if
if only because the world isis too only because the world is too
much its debtor and because the much its debtor and because the
indebtedness isis for things that indebtedness is for things that
bring to men their purest plea-
sures

bring to man their purest plea-
sureI1 will say nothing of the I1 will say nothing of the

arts nothing of philosophy of arts nothing of the philosophy
eloquence of poetry of war 0 of eloquence of poetry of war
my brethren hers isis the glory oh my brethren here isis the
which must shine forever in per-
fected

glory which must shine forever
letters by which he we in perfected letters by which he

go to find and proclaim will be whom we go to find will be
made known to all the earth made known to all the earth the
the land I1 speak of is greece land I1 speak of is greece
I1 am gaspar son of cleanthes
the athenian

my people he continued my people he continued
were given wholly to study and were given wholly to study

2thetheathe left column quotes lew wallace benhurben hur A talevaletaietaig of the christ
new york harper 1880 ppap 141514 15 without change the right column

quotes mahan archaeological writings ppap 11415114 15 with changes only in in-
dentation and spacing for comparison

7

Anderson: The Fraudulent Archko Volume

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1975



50

from them I1 derived the same
passion it happens that two of
our philosophers the very great-
est

two of our philosophers the very
of the many teach one the greatest of the many teach one

doctrine of a soul inin every man the doctrine of soul in every man
and its immortality the other and its immortality the other
the doctrine of one god in-
finitely

the doctrine of one god infinite-
lyjust from the multi-

tude
just from the multitude of

of subjects about which the subjects about which the schools
schools were disputing I1 sep-
arated

were disputing I1 separated them
them as alone worth the as alone worth the labor of so-

lutionlabor of solution for I1 thought for I1 thought there was a
there was a relation between god relation between god and the
and the soul as yet unknown on soul as yet unknown on this
this theme the mind can reason the mind can reason to a point
to a point a dead impassable a dead impassable wall arrived
wall arrived there all that re-
mains

there all that remains is to stand
isis to stand and cry aloud and cry aloud for help so I1 did

for help so I1 did but no voice but no voice came to me over the
came to me over the wall in wall in despair I1 tore myself
despair I1 tore myself from the from the cities and the schools
cities and the schools

at these words a grave smile at this a smile of delight
of approval lighted the gaunt stole over the crowd
face of the hindoohindmo

above is only one sample of the identical language of the
wallace mahan wise men the fictitious ben eli continues to
use gasparcaspar s words from benhurben hur followed by similar long
extracts from the indian s and the egyptian s speeches finally
mahan breaks the sequence with his own classic line at this
point he was interrupted by the sanhedrin asking for some-
thing more to the point 29 in wallace s novel the king hears
of the magi s coming and convokes a private advisory coun-
cil presided over by hillel but mahan has one of the magi
relate his own attendance at this council describing hillel just
as wallace hadbad conceived himhim30

wallace mahan
he had been cast inin large mould he had been cast inin a large
but was now shrunken and mould but was now shrunken
stooped to ghastliness his white and stooped to ghastliness his
robe dropped from his shoulders white robe dropped from his
inin folds that gave no hint of mus-
cle

shoulders inin folds that gave no
or anything but an angular signs of muscular power

ibid p 130
the left column quotes wallace benhurben hur ppap 666766 67 and the right col-

umn quotes mahan archaeological writings p 135 exactly as outlined in
footnote 28
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THE fraudulent ARCHKO VOLUME 51

skeleton his hands half con-
cealed by sleeves of silk white his hands half concealed by
and crimsoncrimson striped were clasped sleeves of white silk with bands
upon his knees when he spoke were folded on his knees when
sometimes the first finger of the he spoke he sometimes raised his
right hand extended tremulously finger which indicated more of
he seemed incapable of other ges-
ture

caution than direction
but his head was a splen-

did dome

A few hairs whiter than fine his hair as white as fine drawn
drawn silver fringed the base silver lay sprinkled over his tow-

eringover a broad full spheredspheres skull forehead
the skin was drawn close and
shone in the light with positive
brilliance the temples were deep
hollows from which the fore-
head beetled like a wrinkled
crag the eyes were wan and dim
the nose was pinched and all
the lower face was muffled inin a all his lower face was covered
beard flowing and venerable as with a flowing beard as graceful
aaron s such was hillel the as was aarons
babylonian the line of proph-
ets long extinct in israel was
now succeeded by a line of schol-
ars of whom he was first inin
learning a prophet in all but
the divine inspiration at the
age of one hundred and six he this great and venerable man at
was still rector of the great col 106 years was still rector of the
lege great college

the latter example shows a more selective copying and
gives an insight into the looser adaptations of the archaeolog-
ical writingswl rzringstings these generally contain subtle plagiarism but
the slavish copying throughout the parchment signed ben
eli drew immediate fire chief spokesman of the exposure
was a former boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo presbyterian minister the reverend
james addison quarles quarles had a good education for
his day including two years at princeton theological semi-
nary had been an active pastor in several locations and in the
mahan controversy wrote from lexington missouri where he
was president of the elizabeth aull seminary helaterdelaterHe later ac-
cepted a philosophy professorship at washington and lee
university where he was greatly respected for his academic
and personal excellence 31 quarles took mahan to task in the

sample biographies of quarles are found in the history of lafayetteayette
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Boonville press for anachronisms lack of verification of his
story and open borrowing declaring the supposed manu-
scripts spurious 32 because mahan s answers were vague and
unconvincing a hearing was convened to consider his minis-
terial standing

documentation of mahan s trial exists in two known
forms the official new lebanon presbytery minutes and the
more detailed newspaper report of charges and proceedings
the minutes show the proceedings to have been charitably han-
dled though they indicate that a judiciary committee was ap-
pointed because of public controversy over W D mahan s

book archaeological writings of the jewish sanhedrin and
talmudsTalmuds recently published by him 33 the presbytery went
on record as taking action because

this controversy is of such a nature as to seriously reflect
upon the character of bro mahan as a christian minister
and member of this pres and has acquired such publicity
that we regard it as due to the cause of christianity to this
pres and to bro mahan that the matter be investigated
by this body 34

the designated hearing began on the evening of 28 september
1885 and continued the following day the following deci-
sion was reached by the presbytery

the pres of new lebanon having heard the charges
against rev W D mahan presented by common fame
having carefully examined the testimony introduced by both
parties and having patiently considered the arguments and
explanations which have been offered as well by the ac-
cused as by the prosecution decide that the charge against
the said rev W D mahan has been fully proved and
further the pres having carefully considered the whole

county mo st louis missouri historical company 1881 ppap 25458254 58 and
choswhos who in america chicago A N marquis 1906719067 p 1452 for im-
portant biographical details on quarles and mahan I1 am indebted to refer-
ence librarian goldena R howard of the state historical society of missouri
and to assistant reference librarian betty R kondayancondayanKon dayan of the cyrus hall mc-
cormick library washington and lee university

mrs22mrs kondayancondayanKon dayan assistant reference librarian at washington and lee
university has given invaluable help in making quarles private notes on ma-
han available for this article

the issue was framed in terms of authenticity respecting the character
of the contents of the book records of the new lebanon presbytery of the
cumberland presbyterian church in the united states of america 4 4octoberoctober
1880 to march 1887 125 director thomas H campbell historical library
and archives of the cumberland presbyterian church has courteously furnished
photocopies of these minutes

ibid
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THE fraudulent ARCHKO VOLUME 53

case does unanimously judge and determine that the said
rev W D mahan ought to be and isis hereby suspended
from the exercise of the functions all and singular of his
office as a minister of the gospel for a period of twelve
months 35

grounds for the decision are undoubtedly accurately given
by the Boblonvilleboonwlleboonvilleonville advertiser since it had responsibly reported
both sides of the mahan quarles controversy over many
months 36 charges came on four counts first mahan was
accused of not travellingvellingtra to constantinople though he pro-
duced letters from various persons in england france and
italy referring to his visit to those countries a slight majority
acquitted him of this but convicted him on all remaining
counts the second charge was that he added material in 1884
to his first publication of pilates court

on the second count mr mahan admitted making correc-
tions and revisions inin the first edition of his book but
claimed there was nothing in the alterations to disprove the
genuineness of the first edition the presbytery however
thought differently and by a vote of eleven to six con-
victed the defendant

mahan s third indictment concerned publishing as his own
production the writings of another minister on baptism he
defended himself by admitting that he had copied his history
of baptism never supposing the letters would be printed in
book form and he was unanimously judged guilty on the
charge the final accusation was publishing as a story of his
found in constantinople october 22 1883 elis story of the
magi in reaching decisive conviction on this count ben-
hur was considered together with a letter from its author
that the story of the magi was his own original concep-

tion the facts being based on the gospel of st matthew and
not on any ancient hebrew manuscripts 37 when sentenced
mahan was probably somewhat repentant judged by the light
penalty he received and its justification by a fellow minister

351151ibid151bidbid p 148
all following quotations on the trial proceedings come from the boon

ville weekly advertiser 2 october 1885
in addition to the newspaper report wallace s widow printed the nota-

rized statement sent to the trial as follows the book beubenbenhurhuthurhuyhat was not in
whole or part founded upon a european translation of any such manuscript in-
to european or other language previous to the writing and publication of ben-
hur I11 had neither read seen nor heard of any manuscript hebrew story found
in constantinople or elsewhere lew wallace an autobiography new york
harper & brothers 1906 2943 for mrs wallaces editing see p 796
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in view of his age and his long years of service in the minis-
try the newspaper then had grounds to believe that it had
written the concluding act in the mahan matter

mr mahan went down to st louis tuesday evening he
seemed very much affected at the verdict he promised to
take the books from on sale and said that out of 2000
printed only about 1200 had been disposed of these
at 1501.50150 each 38

MAJOR REVISION 1887
but the discipline of his presbytery only forced mahan to

delete eli s chapter from further printingspaintingsprintings his next edition
issued from st louis in 1887 only two years after his trial
is substantially what circulates now as the archboarchko volume
that strange title was first conferred in an 1896 edition and
is possibly phonetic shorthand for the archaeologicalarcheologicalArche ological writings
of the title page from 1884 in any event mahan s further
alterations were notorious among his fellow ministers who
had received application for mahan s full reinstatement after
his suspension had terminated his presbytery adopted the
following report from the investigating committee

whereas this pres at its sessionsession in slater sept 29th
1885 did suspend from the functions of the ministry for
one year W D mahan said one year terminating on the
29th of the present month and

whereas the definite form of said suspension was more the
result of sympathy for him and his family than a desire for
rigid administration of the law and this sympathy being ex-
ercised under the hope that said W D mahan would use
all proper efforts to heal the wounds his course had in-
flicted and

whereas it now comes to the knowledge of this pres that
he still occupies the same position by the sale of his publi-
cations and by negotiations to bring out new editions there-
forefore

resolved that the suspension of the said W D mahan be
and the same is hereby declared indefinite or until he
shall have complied with the law of the church as it ap-
plies in the case 39

onvilleboonvilleblonvilleBo weekly advertiser 2 october 1885 this issue is the source
of all quotations in the text after footnote 36

records of the new lebanon presbytery 4185864185 86 published national
minutes show no later reinstatement of mahan in the new lebanon presbytery
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if mahan s story has been drawn out it is the most tangi-
ble thing that the historian may focus upon the first step in
authenticating a new document is examining the original for
age style of handwriting and origin in two decades of con-
troversytroversy before his death mahan gave no clue for evaluating
his manuscripts other than to write weakly that the time has
been too long and the distance to the place where the records
are kept is too great for all men to make the examination for
themselves 40 eli s parchment in constantinople evapo-
rated and the remaining documents were never found with
classical training quarles went for the heart of the matter
the originals and got responsible reports from rome and
constantinople that were utterly negative mahan made the
mistake of giving precise locations for his manuscripts for
instance he claimed the jewish records were at constantinople
deposited by constantine in 337 and supposedly known by mo-
hammed who had given orders to preserve these sacred
scrolls in the mosque of st sophia a bizarre statement
since mohammed died 800 years before his followers took
constantinople in 14531451455 3 41

As to physical description mahan left no doubt as to what
should be found at constantinople A prominent item was
one of the fifty bibles made for constantine by eusebius
11nicely cased marked with the emperor s name and date up-
on it though this record ought to have been in greek ma-
han found a parchment in large bold latin characters
quite easy to read

I1 judge it to be about two and a half by four feet square and
two feet thick it is well bound with a gold plate twelve
by sixteen inches on the front with a cross and a man hang-
ing on the cross with the inscription jesus the son of
god crucified for the sins of the world 42

in addition mahan described five hebrew records that were
supposed to have been there including the two reports of caia-
phas these were written in square hebrew in letters

from a half inch to an inch in size so that one can imagine
what a roll of parchment it would take to record a deed 43

such huge scrolls were only one type of book another was
on fine sheep or goat skin about eight by twelve inches

4mahanmahanomahan archboarchko volume p 20
ibid ppap 434443 44 119

42ibid p 6060
43 ibid ppap 11718117 18
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bound between cedar boards with clasps and containing from
eight to forty sheets to the book 44 such was the ill fated rec-
ord of ben ellelieil written and bound between two cedar
boards 45

quarles set out to verify the existence of such books di
rectingerecting letters to christian circles inin constantinople requests
to examineexamine st sophia s library involved the american am
bassadorcassadorbassador now lew wallace himself ellaseliaseilas riggs respected
missionary linguist of a half century s residence inin turkey
wrote a letter reporting careful attempts to find mahan s orig-
inals he stated that st sophia held no manuscripts inin either
greek latin or hebrew and that no such persons as mahanmalianmallanmailan
or mclntoshmcintosh had examined books there a fact established by

an american delegation of officials scholars and interpreters

zia bey the librarian received us courteously and gave us
every facility for freely inspecting the library we found
it to consist of some five or sixsix thousand volumes nearly all
arabic or persian we found nothing like the large uncial
greek bible from the days of the emperor constantine or
the jewish talmud or any ancient hebrew records or manu-
scripts we looked over the catalogue of the library and
found no information of the existence of any such works
the librarian assured us that no such works exist inin the li
biarl nornot anything whatever remaining from the time of the
turkish conquest

he stated inin answer to our inquiries that he had been li
branan of this library for about twentytwentyfivefive years and that
inin that time the only foreigners who have had access to the
library before our visit of this morning were the french
empress eugenieeugeme the emperor of austria and the shah of
persia 4gag

CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE PRESENT EDITION

the lack of manuscripts proves the counterfeit content of
the atchko volume its present form without elieilellelleli s story

44ibid p 118
mahan Archearchaeologicalaicheologicalarcheologicalological wirtWiitwritingsrugsings p 113
elias riggs to revre J A quarles D D constantinople 21 february

1885 cited inin J A quarles further evidence as to mr mahan s book
Bo onville weekly advertiser 27 march 1885 and the weekly topic of the
same date cf confirming information and documents inin lew wallace an auto
biographybiogiaphybiographjbiogiaobyphyahl 22943452943943945 45 though the editor isis mistaken inin stating that riggs was not
present at the formal examination goodspeed hoaxes ppap 404140 41 documents
a second attempt inm 1898 to locate mahan s originals with a totally negative
official report returned quarles private notes indicate similar searches and
similar results for mahan s supposed vatican documents see the Boboononvilleville
weekly topic 20 february 1885
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of the magi includes mahan s long introduction plus doc-
uments attributed to ten ancient personalities one of these is
authentic constantine s letter to eusebius requesting the fifty
copies of the scriptures yet mahan could not even tell the
story straight about that since liehelleile maintained that liehelleile tran-
scribedscribed it from the first page of the massive bible with the
gold plate on the top whereas it is word for word the stilted
english of the translation of the life of Constantconstantineme circucincucircu-
lating in mahan s day 47 since remaining 11 manuscripts do
not relate to known history a brief survey inin sequence will
display their fairy tale atmosphere

jonathans interview with the bethlehem shepherds an
investigator from the sanhedrin talks with two shepherds who
tell of seeing the sign on the nightb of jesus birth although
luke gives few details of the experience the many given
here mostly correspond with those inin benhurben hur for instance
lew wallace portrayed a light soft and white like the
moon s starting at an immeasurable height and dropping as
from a window in the sky resting with a pale corona along
the hilltop near the town mahan s shepherds experienced
the same light flaring high up in the heavens like the
brightest moon which would then descend in softer rays
and light up the hills and valleys 48 that night said the
shepherds the people gathered almost scared to death and
the village priest melker joyously reported the fulfillment
of prophecy so jonathan also visited him and melker re-
membered the wise men in terms suspiciously reminiscent of
benhurben hur he also showed jonathan manynianyciany quotations on the
tripod respecting the matter a duplication of wallace s

scene of hillel reading prophecy about bethlehem from the
parchment on the tripod 40

melker priest of the synagogue of bethlehem to the
jerusalem sanhedrin jonathan had called the author of
this letter well versed in the prophecies 30 judged by his
writing he is a great name dropper of prophets but has not

47mahan archboarchko volume ppap 616261 62 and eusebius pamphilus life of the
blessed emperor constantineconstant ine vol I11 in the greek ecclesiastical historians of
tletheikejfezae first six centuries of the christian era london samuel bagster and
sons 1845 120231202 3 in the letter of about 250 words only two words are
different in these versions plus two plurals reduced to singularssing ulars proving that
mahan transcribed an english translattranslaytrantranslationslatsiat on not a greek or latin document

cf mahan archboarchko volume p 65 with wallace beubenbenhurhulhurhuihuf ppap 53 57
cf mahan archboarchko volume p 66 with wallace benhurben hur p 68
mahan archboarchko volume p 67
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one prophecy to discuss the ten pages of digression say little
with much jargon including this gem referring to the births
of mary and elizabeth

it isis however most satisfactory to see and hear that the di-
vinevine grandeur and authority of the sacred oracles are in no
way dependent on the solution of carnal critics but rest on
an inward light shining everywhere out of the bosom of a
profound organic unity and an interconnected relation with
a consistent and united teleology overleapingoverleaping all time the
historical present as well as the past and all the past brought
to light inin these two events that have just transpired 0151

the village priest is indeed learned but not in hebrew
thought or idiom the more lucid parts of the melker letter
read like a bible dictionary or christian sermon on prophecy
but give no history of jesus or his time

gamalielsGamaliels interview with joseph mary and messalian
though the gospels speak of jesus as the carpenter s son from
nazareth gamaliel finds his parents in mecca in ammon
or moab 52 mahan s joseph is an exaggerated copy of wall-
ace s in benhurben hur jesus father s face isis stolid as a mask
and in the gamaliel interview he is gross and glum in
benhurben hur joseph s will was slow like his mind and inin the
gamaliel interview he is but a poor talker and it seems that
yes and no are the depth of his mind 53 the last phrases are
more at home in rural missouri than ancient palestine and
they are liberally supplemented with gamaliel saying that
jesus comes from a third rate family that joseph does not
think he will ever amount to much that mary reports that
jesus always prevails no odds what was the subject though
hebe takes little interest inin the great questions of the
day 04 the interview picks up other personages mary mar-
tha lazarus and messalian the latter perhaps a corruption
of the messalameesala of benhurben hur is an old ex priest near bethany
11 a man of great learning and well skilled in the laws and
prophets this is favorite language for mahan s jews since
his jonathan called the bethlehem priest a man of great
learning and well versed inin the prophecies 555 messalian and

ibid p 69
52 ibid ppap 79 82 A possible event for a stopover on the way from egypt

but in mahan s setting the family isis livlliallivingng there and jesus was born some
twenty six years before ibid p 93 cf p 82

cf ibid ppap 798079 80 with wallace benhurben hur p 47
mahan5nfahan archboarchko volume ppap 808180 81 848584 85
ibid ppap 87 67
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jesus read the law and prophets together though one
wonders why since jesus could read from diedletiietile beginning
without instruction and is infallibly right in quoting every
scripture by memory 556

two reports of caiaphas to the sanhedrin mahan s

favorite mechanism is a report to an investigating body in this
case the sanhedrin requiring information from its chief of-
ficer on jesus trial in the real world such a report would be
superfluous since that body itself heard jesus and needed no
such information but mahan s caiaphas sentenced jesus with
the whole court belonging to the high priest containing

twelve members a contradiction of the account in the gos-
pels of jesus trial before all the council seventy besides the
high priest 57 mahan s caiaphas tells how he sent jesus to
pilate for an interview and did not expect him to execute
him but it seems that pilate thirsted for his blood the
very opposite of both the gospel trial accounts and mahan s

report of pilate 58 mahan s caiaphas finally has a personal
vision of jesus who takes a rather casual view of his schem-
ing you condemned me that you might go free your
only wrong is you have a wicked heart mahan s high priest
next resigns requesting the sanhedrin to appoint jonathan
in his place a jarring story to anyone who knows from jo-
sephus that roman governors appointed high priests and de-
posed them as they did caiaphas and not the sanhedrin 59

no matter if the educated leader speaks a jumble of impos-
sible english hebrew greek and latin asserting that jesus
proved hypohypostaticalstatical or displayed his unity of trinity

trinitrmitattaristatisis unitas 60 this jewish official does not come from
antiquity but from benbehbenhurhulhurhuihuf where the crucifixion caused

the altered behavior of the high priest who with his fol-
lowers fearfully whispered on calvary the man might be
the messiah and then but they would wait and see 61 alt-
hough mahan s caiaphas knows the resurrected christ
through an appearance he weakly adopts the agnosticism of
the novel if this strange personage is from god I1 have

ibid ppap 919291 92
cf ibid p 115113 with matthew 2659 and mark 151
ibid ppap 11516115 16

ibid ppap 12627126 27
ibid p 105
wallace beubenbenhurhurhuihufhul ppap 54142541 42
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been the means of crucifying him but I1 will wait and see
how these things will develop 62

the history of vellelusvelleiusveiVel leiuslelus paterculusPater culus mahan misspells the
name of this roman historian calling him valleusmalleusVal leus but
doubly perverts his history first claiming his works have
been thought to be extinct that is a strange statement
since mahan s detailed data on velleiusVel leius obviously carnecamecaine from
a standard classical dictionary the wording is close to ant-
hon s which would also have described the well known
contents of velleiusVel leius history but after creating the fictitious
vacuum mahan proceeds to fill it by claiming to have found
a lost manuscript in the vatican at rome velleiusVel leius real
history says nothing of palestine but mahan invents a judean
visit for this roman who can then report one of the most
remarkable characters he had ever seen jesus whowiiowilo heals
helps the poor and alienates rich jews because of his popu-
lar following by apparent accident mahan picked a historian
known for laudatory language but velleiusVel leius penned praise to
tiberius not christ whom he evidently never knew 63

pilates report this nucleus of mahan s publications
was printed in the word for word transcript in 1878 only
to be expanded by about 1400 words in the 1884 edition a
forty percent growth its first form was historically unconvinc-
ing and pilate s character sentimentally victorian but the post
benhurben hur rewrite added that novel s atmosphere down to the
precise detail of finding the aged balthasar s corpse on gol-
gotha as the gloom lifted and the earth ceased to shake 64

mahan s fabrications emerge clearly in such changes of the
story which originally had pilate with a handful of soldiers
unable to save jesus though the overdone conclusion had
2000 troops marching into jerusalem a day too late in the
1884 revision this ending disappeared and pilate stood against
the jewish nation with only one centurion and a hundred men
at my command 60 rome may have had marginal numbers in
judea but this is absurd as the reader of the account of paul s

arrest in jerusalem knows the roman commander determined
that paul s life was endangered and quickly called two cen

mahan archboarchko volume ppap 12627126 27
ibid ppap 12829128 29 the source for all quotations on velleiusVel leius

64cfcf ibid p 142 with wallace benhurben hur book 8 chapter 10
I1mahan archboarchko volume p 130 such numbers make caiaphas worn

contradictory but tiberiasbiberiasTib erias sic has turned against us pilate has removed the
army from caesarea to jerusalem p 112
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turions with orders to muster 400 soldiers and 70 horse by
nightfall to escort paul out of jerusalem acts 2323 this
tribune commanded a cohort greek spejra acts 2131
a unit that josephus states was either a thousand infantry or
11 six hundred infantry and a hundred and twenty cavalry 66

the same word describes jesus torment by the whole band
king james version matthew 2727 mark 1516 meaning

the jerusalem cohort or in present terms battalion re-
vised standard version and this was only a part of the man-
power available to the governor including other units in
caesarea

herod antipatersAntipaters defense before the roman senate
the charge is apparently slaughtering the infants at bethle-
hem which makes the title and supposed signature at the
end the first blunder for herod the great was not called
antipas his basic answer so I1 saw an insurrection brewing
fast and nothing but a most bloody war as the consequence
caiaphas had made his report in the same missouri idiomidionadioni

so that I1 saw that a bloody insurrection was brewing fast 07

the only events related in herod s report are those imagined
in the fiction of benhurben hur melodramatic details that wallace
added to matthew are lifted by mahanmalianmallanmailan s herod the strange
men inquiring at the gate for the jewish king herod calling
a regular body of scholars headed by hillel and reading the
bethlehem prophecy from a parchment as the climax of this
scene 68 since such details are not in ancient records the inter-
relationship of the archkoarchbo documents and modern fiction is

again apparent
herod antipas defence before the roman senate in

real history herod antipas travelled to italy to influence the
emperor caius or gaiusgalus nicknamed caligula against his
brother agrippa but agrippa learned of the plot and sent
his emissary with letters accusing antipas of having conspired
with seranussejanus before his fall and continuing his disloyalty by
planning revolt proof of which was his storage of equipment
for 70000 soldiers As told by josephus antiquities 18.7187187

22 antipas admitted holding these supplies and was ban
wjewish war 367 for military units in palestine see T R S brough-

ton the roman army in F J foakes jackson and kirsopp lake begin-
nings of christianity vol 5 in the acts of the apostles london macmillan
1939439411939439411939439 41

17 mahan atchko volume ppap 137 130
wallace benhurben hur book 1 chapters 6 13
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isheddished mahan adapted this story which he obviously found
inin josephus in the new versionversion agrippaagnppa writes the roman
senate to answer for holding the 70000 arms referring to
11 my accuser caiuscamscalus and mentioning the charge of conspiring
with sejoniusSejonius this form of seranussejanus name isis not historicalhistoncal
but isis mahan s adaptation like the dejanesejane of one of his
earlier documents 69 he consistently modified his names to ap
proximate real ones just as he clearly altered history to create
his stories

the hillel letters mahan appended nearly 90 pages
as a tedious finale seven letters regarding god s providence
to the jews by hillel the third hillel the third isis num
beredbared from hillel the great contemporaneous with herod
the great personalities immediately prior to the christian era
mahan adds two namesakes unknown inin history hillel the
second supposedly compiled records soon after the destrucdestruct

tion of the holy city about A D 70 70 there isis another
reference to a compiler hillel who lived about one hundred
years after the christian era 71 either mahan s second or01

third hillel so the latter can be no earlier than the second
century after christ this much squares with quotations by

hillel the third from tacitus and suetoniussmetoniusSue tonius who both wrote
at the beginning of that century that mahan intended this
time frame isis proved by repeated references to the destruction
of the temple inin the hillel letters the letters mourn the for
saken and desolate city and temple2templetempietempled 20 city temple and nation
are all gone 73 our holy city isis no more and the temple isis
razed to its foundation 17 4 nothing could be more settled

until one picks up the line 1 I heard peter preach the other
day and as he and john came out of the temple there was a
man that had been lying

7
around at the gates and public

crossings for years suddenly the temple isis just as it was and
the healing of the lame man at the gate isis narrated with the
full details of acts 3 with a date of about A D 35 since

mahan atchkoaichko volume ppap 158 ill111liililiii mahan s fictitious jewish official
hilderiumhildenumhiiHil deriumdenum p 158 isis an apparent modification of the benhurben huihurhulhus sheik II11

derum
ibid p 58

ibid p 30
ibid p 163
ibid p 212
ibid p 179
ibid p 165
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this chronology isis hopeless the four page sermon of peter
afterward could be no better

indeed hillel the third isis not merely a man without a
homeland but a man without a time he can quote second
century authors and yet date alexander the great s accessionaccession

three hundred and eighty years ago with a writing date of
A D 44 G sometimes he can stay inin this framework naming
pompey s invasioninvasion of palestine about one hundred years ago
with a writing date of about A D 37 7 but he regresses a
generation by stating that croesus kingdom fell to cyrus five
hundred and forty years ago with a writing date of about 6
B Cc78 harmonious with this rome was founded about seven
hundred and fifty years ago using 753 B C as the founding
and a writing date of 3 B C s these statements have hillel
the third writing before he was born yet that contradiction
isis minorminor compared to the shock of the next page where the
roman senate isis a body which for more than a thousand
years for talent for weight for wisdom and experience was
unrivalled inin the history of the world 80 what is intended isis
precise for their monarchy lasted about two hundred years
from the founding81founding81 so the senate dominated as popular
history once stressed from the sixth century before christ to
the fourth century after christ an amended writing date of
A D 491 since hillel the third is not methuselah this per
formancefirmanceformance does more than raiseraise doubt 82

such confusion only hints at the historical oddities con
tamed inin the meaningless essays of hillel the third they
are dreary historical romanticizing inin nineteenth century prose
to which pages of christian apologetic are added we are
asked to believe that a jew steeped inin scriptures and law would
speak of athens with her exquisite arts her literature and
her sciencescience with her constellations of genius just ready to
burst upon the world the learned rabbi sets aside his
own culture and religion to award first prize to the greeks

bidibid p 194
17 ibid p 201

ibid p 187
ibid p 19819s
ibidslibid p 199

slibidibid p 198
12after the aboeabove material was inin finished manuscript I1 receivedreceded quarles

critique of the hillel III111ili section published inin the Bo onville weekly topic
9 january 1885 it isis both a coincidence and a vindicationindication that he exposes the
same chronological weaknesses ending with the parallel to methuselah

mahan archboaichkoarchko volume p 190
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who went on to create the most beautiful literature and the
profoundest philosophy that human genius has ever pro-
duced 84 nor is he more convincing as the wordy christian
of the last letter enthusiastically arguing for the unobjec-
tionabletionable testimony of matthew and john and the collateral
proof of luke and mark who heard the apostles rehearse
over and over the wonderful story of the teachings and mir-
acles of jesus 85 here mahan does too well not only rising
above the identity of his jewish rabbi but exceeding his own
style so far that plagiarism from history texts and christian
works must be assumed those excited by searching out
sources might begin with some modern historical cliches of
hillel the third rome as a straggling village on the banks

of the tiber or alexander entering asia with the sword in
one hand and the poems of homer in the other 86

conclusion
in perspective goodspeed was well justified in labelling

pilate s report a weak crude fancy a jumble of high sounding
but meaningless words and hardly worth serious criticism a
judgment just as applicable to all 200 pages of ancient
sources in the present archboarchko volume 87 and the same weak-
nesses characterize mahan s 50 page introduction a verbose
and misleading survey of scholarship on early manuscripts
with his own discoveries added to the honor role the same
mind with its talent for historical adaptation modified names
and anachronism created both yet survival of the archboarchko
volume might even encourage the historian sincesince it proves
deep concern for the world of the bible hopefully such in-
terest may be channeled into responsible works on new testa-
ment archaeology and authentic translations from jesus cen-
tury as the dead sea scrolls and josephus 88 who even with
his shortcomings is yet a competent historian whose works
have done much to enrich our store of knowledge 89 only the
opposite can be said of the author of the archkoarchbo collection

slibidibid p 193
ibid p 247
ibidslibid ppap 171 195
goodspeed hoaxes p 33
in addition to easily available translations of the dead sea scrolls and

josephus see C K barrett the neunew testament rachRackbachbackgroundground selected docu-
ments new york macmillan 1961

G A williamson the world of losephusjosephus boston little brown
1964 p 287
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