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Holman: Making Thirty Acres Support Ten People

II.

MAKING THIRTY ACRES SUPPORT TEN PEOPLE
A Swiss Fanner Transforms an Arkansas Weed Field into a Money-Making Fann
CHARLES W. HOLMAN

In Little Rock they told me Louis Sougey had cleared $2200 from a 30-acre com and
cotton farm last year. I was skeptical and went over to the office of our old friend, A. D.
McNair, now with the bureau of plant industry, division of farm management investigations
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
"Mac," I asked, "do you know a chap near Alexander named Sougey?"
"Yes"
"Does he clear $2200 a year from 30 acres-field crops?"
"I don't think so. But he is a good farmer all right."
"Can you go over to his farm with me tomorrow?"
"I can," replied Mac.
The next morning we took the train for Alexander, 15 miles out on the Iron Mountain line to
Hot Springs. We tumbled off the train and had a foot race with a fleet-footed drummer, who
beat us to the comer grocery where stood the owner of the only rig in the place that could be
rented.
"We lose," said McNair. "We've got to hike it. That means that we can see but one
farm today."
"Suits me," I said. "One good farm is worth spending a whole day on."
We started on foot for the home of the Swiss farmer. I was impressed with
Alexander's all-pervading quietude. Tucked away among the little hills with goats, razorback
hogs and milch cows running at will, the village gave one a feeling of rest and contentment.
The stillness was different from that of a Texas or Louisiana hamlet; it was somewhat akin to
that I experienced one day in Missouri, northwest of St. Jo, where the hills were so steep that
folks had to prop their barns up to keep them from falling down.
We came to a lane running to our right. We followed it through woodlands of pine
and scrub oak alternating with fields of cotton and cowpeas. It quickly brought us to the
Sougey farm.
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Fann Built for Pennanence

It required but a glance to see that this farm was developed by a homeowner. New
fencing ran around it; the posts were solid and closely placed and the wire was of the most
approved, smooth, well-woven variety.
On one side of the lane was a field of cowpeas and on the other a field of cotton in
excellent condition. At the end of the lane was a substantial ham, which stood on a slope that
afforded excellent drainage.
To the left on top of the little hill was the farm home. In the yard were flowers, vines,
fruit trees, and to the right we could see a row of white bee hives.

This place is easily

recognized as the home of an European family, for rarely does one find among native
Americans where such attention to details of making life beautiful and happy has been given.
Walking on around to the back of the house we found Mr. and Mrs. Sougey under a
grape arbor which was loaded with huge clusters of grapes. Mrs. Sougey was peeling apples.
Her husband was unable to work on account of a recent surgical operation.
Louis Sougey is a man of large frame, with white hair and gray eyes that peer at you
from under bushy iron-grey eyebrows. On his head was a black slouch hat He wore blue
overalls, and his soft shirt, open at the throat, disclosed a powerful chest. When he spoke I was
impressed by the sonorous quality of his voice which fitted well with his imposing presence
and striking personality.
His Boyhood Training

Born in Geneva, Switzerland, he received a college education. Then he apprenticed
himself under experts to learn market and landscape gardening. He also worked with experts
in grape culture.
In the fertile valleys of Switzerland and on the slopes of the Alps where Louis Sougey
received his training, one can hardly find a farm larger than two acres. So you can readily
understand that he must have been very highly trained in intensive agriculture.

There are

whole families in that country that obtain their living from areas smaller than that we have
mentioned.

Mr. and Mrs. Sougey immigrated to Texas 26 years ago

and settled in Fayette county

but after two years they moved to Malvern, Arkansas, and there he had charge of a vineyard
and a fruit farm. Later, they moved to Denton county, Texas but were not entirely satisfied
with their farm prospects, so they moved to Alexander, Arkansas, where they had friends.
After looking around, Mr. Sougey became attracted to his present farm, which was
then owned by a German who had become homesick and was willing to sell out at a sacrifice.
Mr. Sougey purchased this tract of 30 acres for $450 and the Sougey family moved into their
new home. That was 17 years ago.
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He Decides to Grow Field Crops
If he had been closer to Little Rock, he might have become a trucker, as did "Potato"

Moore of Hot Springs, or a combination fruit, hog, dairy and chicken farmer like H. E. Porter
of Fayetteville, Arkansas, on his farm which I studied for Farm and Ranch two years ago. But
neither of these lines were open to him. He decided to farm field crops.
An American farmer with a growing family would have thought that 30 acres was too
small, but Louis Sougey with his Swiss training knew he could make one acre yield greater
returns than his neighbors were getting. An American farmer might have refused to buy
poor hill land, but Louis Sougey regarded the soil simply as a medium through which to
work. He knew he could build it up to suit the needs of his crops.
Fighting the Weeds

When he bought this land, but five acres had been cleared and this was over-run with
weeds of high growth. He cleared the other 25 acres, but decided to plant his corn upon the
weed-infested land. When he told his neighbors, they were amazed and said:

''The weeds

will choke your corn to death."
But he told them, "If that land will grow weeds, I can make it grow corn. If it will
grow com, I can keep the weeds down."
He made corn all right and kept down the weeds. His first corn crop, however, only
yielded 20 bushels to the acre. Since then he has increased his average till he now gets from
45 to 50 bushels per acre.
The Preparation of His Soil

It is well to know a few points about Mr. Sougey' s seed bed preparation. Early in the
fall he breaks as deeply as his soil will permit, throwing his land into ridges to prevent
washing. He also runs a sub-soiler through his land after he has broken it. In the spring he
re-beds and when he begins to plant, runs his rows in such a manner as to follow the contour
of the land. This is to prevent washing, also. "You will notice," he said, "not a row on my
place runs smooth."
Terracing

Very early in his farm operations, Mr., Sougey began to terrace some of his land. By
this method he has very effectively aided in the conservation of his soil. He has often found
that it more than repaid his labor, time and expenditure.
Division of Crops

Recently the Sougeys bought 33 additional acres and a number of town lots m
Alexander. For the season of 1911, crops on this farm were divided as follows:
Cotton ............................. 20 acres
Com .................................. 11 acres
Fall potatoes ..................... 1 acre
Hay ...................................... 3 acres
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He alternates oats and potatoes, growing 150 to 200 bushels of the latter per acre. To
fertilize for these crops he uses cowpeas for a green fertilizer and a commercial fertilizer of
700 to 800 pounds to the acre. The formula of this fertilizer is 6-4-5.
He follows com and cowpeas with cotton and for the last 10 years has averaged more
than a bale of 480 pounds of lint to each acre. He fertilizes with a 9--2 1/2--2 1/2 commercial
fertilizer. He attributes his success in growing cotton to the constant cultivation and careful
preparation of his seed bed.
One will find -cowpeas planted almost all over his farm. He regards cowpeas as a great
renovator of land.
A little wheat is grown each year. A crop of oats for feeding purposes also constitutes
a part of the cropping system. In addition to this, a number of bee hives are kept, which
furnish a ready cash income at all times of the year and add from $100 to $200 worth of
cowpeas are sold.
No Crop Failures

We walked over this farm and found the condition of the soil like that of a mellow
garden. It is all "made" and now is about 12 inches deep. I have never seen a hill farm in
better condition.
"No, I have never had a crop failure," says Mr. Sougey; "I always make something.
I don't believe any man will have a total failure if he prepares his land right and cultivates to
conserve his moisture."
Living on the Farm

The Sougeys number eight children. One can readily see then that the first concern
of the Sougey family is to grow a living. This they do in abundance. Everything that the
family needs to eat and a little more for extra sale is grown. They buy sugar, coffee, salt,
pepper and such articles from the grocery, but that is about the extent of their purchases.
His Experience in Cooperative Marketing

When Mr. Sougey began to raise Irish potatoes he found that it would be cheaper to
sell by carlot shipment than to haul his stuff to Little Rock, so he induced a few of his
neighbors to grow Irish potatoes for carlot shipments.

These extensive potato growers

formed a small association of which Mr. Sougey took charge and handled the business at a
slight cost.
"I have found," he says, "that getting farmers to cooperate is considerably like
mixing water and oil. It has been a mighty hard matter to get our folks to come together
even to discuss cooperative marketing. And do you know that I have never been able to tell,
up to the very day of shipment, where they would have enough potatoes brought in to make a
carload. But I will say that our people are coming around; and, in the next few years, will
team better."
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With as big a force of labor as he has (four sons), the farm management expert would
say that Mr. Sougey is losing money because he doesn't cultivate more land! But the point
of interest here is, while he doesn't clear $2200 annually, he has made 30 acres support 10
people and allow for savings.
This year, Marius Sougey, his son is cultivating 33 acres in an adjoining field and
plans to extend the farm's operations upon more land and devote more attention to hay and
forage and grain crops.
Yet, in looking at Mr. Sougey' s case, we must remember that in Switzerland a large
farm is two acres and, in his own eyes, he is probably farming as big a tract of land as the
American would think who farms a half section.
Source: Farm and Ranch (September 23, 1911): 18-19.

Winter view or farm buildtn11s
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