Swiss American Historical Society Review

Volume 35 | Number 3 Article 6

11-1999

Book Review: Emmentaler Geschlechter- und Wappenbuch

Delbert Gratz

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review

b Part of the European History Commons, and the European Languages and Societies Commons

Recommended Citation

Gratz, Delbert (1999) "Book Review: Emmentaler Geschlechter- und Wappenbuch," Swiss American
Historical Society Review: Vol. 35 : No. 3, Article 6.

Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol35/iss3/6

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Swiss American Historical Society Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive.
For more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.


http://home.byu.edu/home/
http://home.byu.edu/home/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol35
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol35/iss3
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol35/iss3/6
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fsahs_review%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/492?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fsahs_review%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/482?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fsahs_review%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol35/iss3/6?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fsahs_review%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu

Gratz: Book Review: Emmentaler Geschlechter- und Wappenbuch

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2021



Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 35 [2021], No. 3, Art. 6 45

This work, priced at 98 Swiss Francs, is a valuable addition to any gnealogical collection that
serves people with a Swiss background. although it is written in German, most of the information can
be understood with a limited knowledge of that language. It may be purchased in the United States
and Canada for US $75.00 from Delbert L. Gratz, 8990 Augsburger Road, Bluffton, OH 45817-
9596.

Delbert Gratz

Steven D. Hoelscher, Heritage on Stage: The Invention of Ethnic Place in America’s Little
Switzerland. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1998. xix, 327 pp.

Yodeling, alphorns, cowbells, Wilhelm Tell, cheese, chalets, and cantonal flags conjure up
either nostalgic images of a romantic Swiss folklore culture in the pre-industrial world or a visit to the
Wisconsin town of New Glarus, popularly known as “America’s Little Switzerland.” A visitor from
Basel remarked that New Glarus seemed “more Swissthan Switzerland.” Steven D. Hoelscher argues
that the community invented “ethnic place” by its continual reinterpretation of ethnicity and by its
reshaping of “Swissness” over time through its landscapes, museums, festivals, and cultural
performances. It is this conspicuous construction of American ethnic heritage, identity, and place that
Hoelscher examines in Heritage on Stage, which covers the period from the founding of New Glarus
in 1845 until its sesquicentennial.

Hoelscher organizes the struggles and tensions of the public display of ethnic heritage into
three chronological parts. First, commemorative events bound together an increasingly modern
community from 1890 until the outbreak of World War I. The displaced weavers and craftspeople,
who founded New Glarus under the auspices of the Auswanderungsverein (emigration society) of
Canton Glarus, turned to farming and cheese making iﬁ Wisconsin. As the memory of this generation
faded, the town’s tradition of celebrating Swiss holidays and festivals on July 4th expanded to more
and varied celebrations of ethnic culture revolving around themes of the homeland, the pioneer, and
the notion of progress. These commemorative festivals reflected the fragile tensions of being both
Swiss and American at a time when economic development threatened both community and public
memory. The insular community’s desire to reject progress created an antimodernism atmosphere in
its public festivals as it strove to preserve vanishing traditions. :
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