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non-solution of whipping transients an d sending them on to the next tow n.
An altern ative of bribin g the m to leave was applied wi ll y-nil ly often at the
same locations where whipping took place. Workhou es were proposed, and
Bridewell came into ex istence. Along with similar instituti on arou nd the
oun try it wa less an em pl oyment scheme and more a system for retributio n. Its alternat ive, tran portation LO Virginia and elsewhere, resulted in
coumless deaths of chi ld ren and young adu lt .
Was there, then , an El izabethan underwor ld as was made famou by
Roben Greene, Thomas Dekke r, and others? Yes, but o nl y as a sma ll part
of a larger phenomenon of poverty and unsettled life. What of Shakespeare'
sly balladmonger? He is at once a breath of fresh air in the stifling authoritaria n atmos phere of early tuan England and a dangerous atavistic force ,
even as was the case on both account with o many masterless men. And
"Fanscornb Barn"? It celebrates th e period as a rosy pa t, a past like that
evoked today by the songs of Woody Cutl1rie.
J a mes B. Fitzmaurice
i ort hern Arizona
n iversity

Margaret W. Fergu on, Maureen Qui ll igan, and Nan y J. Vicker , eds.,
Rewriting the Re11aissa11ce: The Discourse of

Europe, University of

exual Difference in Early Modem

hicago Press, 19 6.

In their introduction to this highly readable volume of e ightee n essay ,
the editor challenge presenL ma le-dominated , elitis t views of the Renaisance. Because they believe that socio-economi top ics ought to be included
in Rc na i an ce studie , Lhey advocate adopting the name Early lodern for
the period from roughl y 1450 to 1700. Using a Marxi La pp roach, they argue
thal the deve lopment of cemrall y administered nation slates, changes in
fam il )' stru wre, and the growth of the early cap itali ·m thal caused the mid•
seve nlee nth-cemury "bourgeois" revo luti on, more do ely li nk th i period
to the modern world than Lo the medieval or a nciem world .
Most reader will find th e goal of rewri tin g the Re naissance laudable
al th ough man y will reject th is methodolog . This disagreement should not
discourage them from readi ng tl1esc essays, some of which contai n informa•
ti o n th at co ntradicts th e ed itors' remarks. In Stephen Orgel' study o f
Pro pero's Wife, which uses a Freudian paradigm to explore pa re nta l- ch ild
re lations hips in The Tempest, readers are confronted with aliban, tl1
monster ch ild of the witch S co rax. Even if Shakespeare d id not believe that
witches coup led with the de ii and gave birth to mon te rs, ma ny in hi
audi ences believed this superst ilion. Hi storians rel ing upon anth ropological

210

B o k Reviews

techniques in the study of witchcraft have discovered that in ma ny a pects
of life the early modern period had much in commo n with tribal ocieties.
Orgel's essay wa one of seven in Part I,"The Politic of Pa triarch : Theory
a nd Practice: · T he other e says a re b y Jona tha n Goldberg, Coppe lia Kahn ,
Lou i A. Mo m ro e, Richard Ha lpern, J ohn Guillory, a nd Peter tall bra .
Merry E. Wiesner' essa on women sp insters a nd seam · tresses in Pan 2,
"The Rhetori c of l\fargina li zatio n: Con equence of Patri arch ," is a signifi ca nt co ntribmion. On Lh basis o f he r re markable archiva l research on loth
a nd lo th prod u ti on in a few German ci ties, she !aims tha t the elimin atio n of wo men from skilled trades wa more omp li ca ted th an th e Marx ist
model tha t has been used for this topi c in oth er locales. he bla me a com•
bi nation of three cau es for their excl u io n: economic, politi ca l, and perso nal. The other autho rs here arc aria Freccero, Ma rguerite Wall er,
Elizabeth Cro pper, a nd Ju dith . Brown.
Pan 3, "The Works of Women: Some Exceptions 10 the Rule of Patriarchy"
de ervcs special att ention bcca u e two of its e ·sa s exam in e women 's writing .
Fran\oi Rigolot explain th at Louise Labc adopted the here tofore inexpli ab le use of gra mma ti ca l devi a tions ( uch as a masc ulin e pronoun with
a feminine a ntecede m) LO ove rcome the "male-oriemed th eory a nd pracli e
of fin ' amor." The poe ms of both Lab c and eronica Fran o arc th e subject
of Ann Rosalind J o nes's e ay. Emph asizing that Lo be a woman wri te r al
all during th e ixtce nth ce ntury was LO be an e xcepti o n,.Jo nes auributcs the
sue ess of these two poets to their "a mbiguous clas po itions" and the
urban euings in which they fu nctioned. Ot her auth ors here a rc heil a
ffolli o u , o nstance J ord an, Lauren ilberrnan , and Clark Hui e.
Finall y, there is a u eful bibli ography with twel ve ubj ect head ings.
Becaus of publ ication co nstraints, some titl es were bound LO be om iu ed ,
but given the e mphas is upon Lawrence Sto ne a nd Philipe Arie in thi s boo k,
the ab 'en e of the rev isionist. wo rk of Linda Pollock, Forgotten Children:
Parent-Child R elatior1s from IJ00- 1900 ( a mbridge, 19 3), a nd Ra lph Houl brook, The E11glish Family, 1500- 1800 (New York, 19 4), i unfortunate.
Retha Warni ke
Ar izo na tale ni versil

Husto n Di eh l, An illdex of Icons i11 English Emblem Books, I 00- 1700,
of Oklahoma Pres , 19 6.

ni versit

T hi index is a n espe iall valuab le ·ource book for student of Ren a issa nce li terature, theo logy. a rt, myt hology, an d rhetoric. Di ehl u cs a limited
ver io n o f the ico no logica l methods of En in Pa nofsk and Ernst Gombrich

