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PUBLICATIONS

1. General
Author for East Asian Bibliography Sought
Jon Woronoff, editor of the Asian Historical Dictionaries series being produced by Scare
crow Press, Inc., is seeking an author for the "East Asian Bibliography" part of that se
ries. The book would contain subjects and entries that do not fit neatly within the indi
vidual country volumes. Included in these subjects would be cross-country trends like
nationalism and economic development along with broad fields like sociology, litera
ture, art, and religion. There would also be core bibliographies on the individual
countries.
Persons interested in creating such a bibliography should contact Mr. Woronoff. His
address is:
Jon Woronoff
3838 Rodman Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016
Telephone: (202) 363-3097

Association for Asian Studies, Inc., Committee on East Asian Libraries Bulletin. Chapel
Hill, NC: UNC-CH Library Photographic Service, 1990. 3 reels. US$75.00
Numbers 1 to 90, May 1963 to June 1990 of the CEAL Bulletin have been micro
filmed on three reels of silver halide positive microfilm. Some of the earlier is
sues did not have sufficient contrast to film well, but the greater part of the file is
very clear. There is some duplication of pages where the colored covers are
given special treatment to bring out the information in them and where the films
nave been spliced to make a longer reel.
Vendor:

Library Photographic Service
CB# 3934, Wilson Library
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3934 USA

Cost:

$75.00 within the US and Canada
$80.00 outside the US and Canada

Include complete shipping address. Prepayment is required. Orders from
foreign countries must be paid by check payable in US dollars and drawn on a
bank in the United States.
(Jerry Cotton and Edward Martinique)
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II. China
"Chin t'ien" wen hsiieh tsa chih
Foundation. US$36.00 a year.

iL^fe^.
^

Oslo, Norway: Today Literature

This journal was first issued in Beijing in 1978. It was unique in that the publish
ers were private citizens interested in literature and unconnected with the gov
ernment. The journal had a profound impact on the development of literature
in contemporary China and became well-known both inside China and abroad.
Two years later the journal was suspended by the authorities. Among the Chi
nese not returning to China are the former editors of Chin t'ien. To promote
mainland literature and continue to present the work of writers who care about
modern Chinese literature and researchers who want the opportunity to under
stand the new writing of the Chinese "samizdat" authors, the original managing
editor has revived this journal.
Subscription fees
$36.00 for
$28.00 for
$32.00 for
$24.00 for

for one year are:
institutions outside Europe
individuals outside Europe
institutions in Europe
individuals in Europe

Subscription fees can be sent to the journal's editorial office or to its bank
account, both given below.
Today Literature Magazine
Tante Ulrikkesvn, 26 B
N-0984 Oslo 9
Norway
Tel. and Fax no. (47) (2) 216821
Today Literature Foundation
6074 06 17365
Christiania Bank og Kreditkass
Oslo, Norway
(Information taken from a flyer sent in by Marsh L. Wagner)
"Princeton University Gest Oriental Library Catalog of Traditional Chinese Books." In
preparation.
A catalog of traditional Chinese books in the Gest Oriental Library of Princeton
University, compiled by Mr. Peter Chang, Deputy Director of the National
Palace Museum, Taipei, and Mr. Wu Che-fu, Associate Curator in charge of rare
books at the National Palace Museum, has just been published by the
Commercial Press in Taipei.
With the completion of this catalog, all of the books acquired by Guion M. Gest,
founder of the Gest Chinese Research Library (as it was called in its earlier
days), and Irvin Van Gordor Gillis, Gest's collaborator, are represented in these
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two annotated bibliographies. The earlier one compiled by the late Professor
Ch'ii Wan-li in 1974 listed books dated through the Ming dynasty (1368-1644)
and this new work extends coverage to books from the Ch'ing dynasty (16441911). While by conservative standards, these later books are not considered an
tiquarian, many are in fact extremely rare and some are unique copies. Thus,
this catalog will provide bibliographic information that will be of interest to rare
book aficionados and students of Chinese studies.
Each entry gives title, author, number of chuan, number of volumes, lines per
page and characters per line, size of woodblock, and date. Important prefaces
and features of the text are also noted. Since many of the titles are collectanea
(ts'ung shu), they appear in a distinct section of the catalog. Call numbers are
provided for each title to facilitate access and retrieval. An author-title index
supplies another point of access to the books from that given by the ssu-k'u sub
ject arrangement of the catalog. As of yet, the list price of the catalog has not
been announced.
(Antony Marr)
III. Japan
International Conference on Japanese Information in Science, Technology and Commerce,
1987. Proceedings. London: The British Library Japanese Information Service,
1989. £60 plus postage & packing. US libraries are offered a 10 percent dis
count funded by the US Council on Library Resources; i.e., £54 plus postage and
packing. ISBN 0-7123-0748-6.
This volume contains the papers of the first conference held in Warwick, Eng
land. The address of the vendor is:
The British Library
Japanese Information Service
25 Southampton Buildings
London WC2A 1AW
England
(Information taken from an order form sent in by Maureen Donovan)
Japanese Information in Science, Technology and Commerce. Proceedings of the Second
International Conference, Berlin, October 23-25,1989. Edited by D. Monch, et al.
Amsterdam: IOS Press, 1990. xxx,630 pages. US$97.00. ISBN 90-5199-022-7.
This reference work contains the contributions of some sixty outstanding experts
on information exchanges with Japan.
The access to Japanese information for professionals as well as businessmen and
politicians in the rest of the world has proven a complex problem area involving
language and cultural barriers. Information scientists, brokers, consultants, lan
guage and communications experts from all over the world contributed to the
success of this second conference in a series aimed at improving access to and
distribution of Japanese information. New tools for lowering language barriers
were also demonstrated.
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The organizers of the current event were GMD, the Japanisch-Deutsches
Zentrum Berlin and the Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz. The third
event is planned to be held in France in 1991, and will be hosted by
INIST/CNRS. (See the Meetings and Conferences section above.)
(Information taken from a brochure sent in by Maureen Donovan)
Jiten Showa senzenki no Nihon: seido to jittai
0^ " M
By Momose Takashi 1§
under the supervision of Ito Takashi
%-% : %"\ShXM,1990.
20,425,16pages. ¥5,800. ISBN4-642-03619-9.
As the title of this handbook indicates, it aims to be a reference source on the
organization and administration of Japan in the prewar period (1926-45) of the
Showa era. This compact encyclopedia of prewar Japan has been well com
piled and provides users with mucn information on various national administra
tive systems in the following nine chapters: (1) Land and Citizens; (2) Govern
ment-Cabinet and Parliament; (3) Legislative/Legal System; (4) Administration
of Government Departments; (5) Political Parties and Financial Groups; (6) Im
perial Family; (7) Military System; (8) Education System; and (9) Colonial Con
trol/Administration System.
When studying the history of a country, it is essential and important to compre
hend the various administrative systems of the country for the period being re
searched. Usually it is not an easy task. Until recently, there was no single com
prehensive reference book which dealt with contemporary Japanese history
during the prewar period of Showa Japan.
The description of each item in this handbook is clear and concise. It is evident
that the author has paid much attention to these elements. In order to assist
users of the book, numerous original references to items are cited. Together
with the many other footnotes provided for most items, these bibliographic ref
erences will greatly assist users of this handbook in their search for further, de
tailed information.
After 1945 the Japanese government drastically reformed its national adminis
trative organizations and systems in order to establish a democratic and peaceful
new Japan. Therefore, most people under fifty years old are not familiar with
the political and social systems of prewar Japan.
For the above reasons, the publication of this well-edited handbook is very
timely and fills a gap for students, scholars, writers, librarians, and even the gen
eral public. It is expected that this encyclopedic dictionary will^greatly contribute
to the historical, political, and social research of the prewar Showa era. Addi
tionally, as such research and study is promoted and progresses, demands to re
vise the present edition will most likely be made by users of the handbook.
(Tsuneharu Gonnami)
Ro Sha jiten &
. Edited by Nakayama Tokiko ^ O ^ f
Shoten, 1988. 704 pages. ¥8,400.

. Tokyo: Taishukan

Lao She (Ro Sha£/%- ) (1899-1966) is one of the greatest writers of modern
China. His high place in the field of modern literature is universally recognized.
Lao She was born in Peking and grew up there. During his sixty-six years of life,
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for about forty years of them (1899-1922 and 1949-1966), Lao She lived in
Peking. He always thought of Peking as his home and his fondness for this city is
repeatedly expressed in his works. In many of his writings, Peking is used as the
setting and Peking's lower-class people are the main characters in his fiction.
Lao She used his knowledge of his native city to good effect in his colorful, real
istic depiction of the place. His crisp and racy language catches the very accent
and flavor of pure Peking vernacular speech. A reader interested in Lao She
must first know how to appreciate Peking dishes and must have some knowledge
of Peking's lower-class society. By and large, Lao She writes about the middle
and lower urban classes and his main characters are students, teachers, petty of
ficials, rickshaw pullers, peddlers, and small shopkeepers. He writes stories
about those people whom he knows intimately. His stories about the poor peo
ple of Peking are among his best.
The compiler of this dictionary had lived and attended an elementary school in
Peking and also studied at Peking University. She therefore knows very well the
spoken language, customs, and the economic and social conditions of Peking. As
a person who is well versed in Peking and its life, she felt obligated to bequeath
various reference materials to future generations to use when reading and en
joying Lao She's works.
In all, thirty-six persons (twenty-six Japanese, nine Chinese, and one Frenchman)
contributed to this volume. Lao She's wife, son, and daughter are among the
Chinese contributors. The compiler was assisted in various ways by fifty-nine
other persons (forty-three Japanese and sixteen Chinese). Lao She's family pro
vided the information about the house where Lao She was born, the house
where he lived until his death, the clothes he liked to wear, the foods he enjoyed,
and many other aspects of his life.
The first part of this reference dictionary is divided into five chapters: (1) The
City of Peking-streets, places of interest, lakes, ponds, transportation, plants,
store signs, stores; (2) The People of Peking-officials, intellectuals, university
students, merchants, craftsmen, soldiers, policemen; (3) The Lives of Common
People in Peking-clothing, food, housing; (4) Manners and Customs in Pekingpeople's economy, medical services, people's religions, education and schools,
and communications and other media.
Included in this volume are a chronology of Lao She's life and a chronological
table of his published works. The compiler also includes articles on Lao She's
biography, on his family, on Lao She and religions, and on Lao She's vocabulary.
At the end of the book, a list of foreign translations of his works, a bibliography,
and an index are appended.
All in all, this encyclopedic dictionary has the following four characteristics: (1)
as a reference dictionary of Lao She, this volume is not only the first one pub
lished in Japan but it is also the world's first; (2) the scope of this dictionary is
very comprehensive, including as it does many aspects of Lao She's publications
(It may be appropriate to call this dictionary an encyclopedia of Lao She.); (3)
this is a reference dictionary of enormous value (This is the best reference book
for those people who lack a good knowledge of the Peking where Lao She lived
for so long a period.); (4) this dictionary itself is an important accomplishment of
scholarly research (It incorporates the results of several dozens of Chinese and
Japanese specialists who assiduously and strenuously cooperated for more thant
six years.)
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However, this dictionary seems devoted disproportionately to Peking while
paying little attention to other places where Lao She stayed. He lived five years
in London and almost four years in the United States. During the war against
Japan, he moved about to a number of places. Information on his stays in these
two countries would undoubtedly be of great value in understanding Lao She's
works. Many reference dictionaries of this nature have been published in
Japanese on Japanese authors or Japanese literature, but this is the first and the
only encyclopedic dictionary in Japanese on any Chinese author or on Chinese
literature. It is an extremely useful one for the study of Lao She and his works.
(Wen-kai Kung)
Allied Occupation of Japan; 1945-1952: an Annotated Bibliography of Western-language
Materials. By Robert Edward Ward and Frank Joseph Shulman. Tokyo: Nihon
Tosho Center, 1990. ¥35.000.
A reprint edition of this long out-of-print title (Chicago: American Library As
sociation, 1974) has been issued by the Nihon Tosho Center in Tokyo. This 867page guide to 3,167 books, periodical articles, dissertations, government publica
tions, and collections of archival materials is an essential reference work for the
study of modern Japanese history and immediate postwar U.S.-Japanese rela
tions. Published in June 1990 and priced at ¥35,000, copies desired by individu
als and institutions outside Japan may be ordered through the Japan Publica
tions Trading Company, Ltd., P O Box 5030 Tokyo International, Tokyo, Japan.
(Frank J. Shulman)
Asakawa Kan'ichi shokanshu ^y*Y%-~%
. Edited and published by Asakawa
Kan'ichi Shokanshu Iinkai. Tokyo: Waseda Daigaku Shuppanbu, 1990.
¥22,000 (which includes shipping fees).
Kan'ichi Asakawa (1873-1948), a noted institutional historian of Japan and com
parative historian, was a professor of history and curator of the East Asian Col
lection at Yale University for forty years.
In Japan copies of the Asakawa Kan'ichi shokanshu
are available to those who
join the Society for the Publication of Dr. Kan'ichi Asakawa's Letters. In the
United States, copies may be purchased by sending an order before the end of
October this year to:
The Society for Publication of
Dr. Kan'ichi Asakawa's Letters
c/o Institute of Social Sciences
Waseda University
1-6-1 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo 160, Japan
(Hideo Kaneko)
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