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who were often thought to be German” (68). Further, Sutton argues the
evolution of the nation in the century resulted in a sudden shift within
the identity of the community itself. “The influences of two world wars
against Germany and the distance of yet another generation from the
old homeland helped to erode the sense of ethnic identity that had once
prevailed,” he writes. “Helvetians could no longer fall back on a safety
net of carefully woven economic and social relationships as they had”
(73).

As a native of Helvetia himself, Sutton has an insider’s perspec-
tive of the village, but never once does his research or his writing ap-
pear to be that of a biased party. Much of this impartiality comes from
his sources, which include oral history interviews with residents of the
village, town population records, immigration records, as well as other
primary sources such as newspaper articles and contemporary guide-
books. Sutton has also assembled a wide variety of photographs, both
historical and recent, that greatly compliment his prose. This second
edition of Helvetia benefits from added images of current residents of
Helvetia, which adds further relevancy to the text.

In his colorful portrayal of a Swiss mountain village, Sutton has
emphasized all that is best about local history: the origins of a locale,
its evolution and eventual legacy, and most importantly, the wide array
of characters who literally made the community. Yet within the pages
of this local history are strong truths about the history of the larger
American community. Helvetia, with its European roots, agricultural
and economic adaptability, and strong religious culture, appears to have
been a microcosm of the United States during its own formative years,
specifically the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Nevertheless,
what Sutton proves is that his home of Helvetia was—and continues
to be—anything but typical. It is a village steeped in tradition, remem-
brance, and a strong understanding of its own history, evidenced no
better than in Sutton’s wonderful work.

- Christopher Tucker
Clark University
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