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Patriarch Tarasius and various bishops and monks
condemn the Acts of John on which an account of the
early Christian prayer circle is recorded.



O

MINUTES
OF THE
SECOND COUNCIL
OF NICAEA IN
AD 787

it, into “a strange space, a strange world—unlike
ours—a world above the world that opens before “Praise (glory, doxa) to thee, Father,” and we
us when we enter into the round dance of the dis- standing in the circle, followed him with the
ciples, led by Christ.”? The passage from the Acts of Amen.

John reads as follows, after a notice on the extreme

Then he began a hymn, saying,

secrecy in which these things were guarded:

Before he was seized by wicked men and by
the wicked serpent of the Jewish authorities
(lawgivers, nomothetoumenoi), he called us all
together and said: “Before I am given over to
those men, let us sing a hymn (of praise) to the
Father and so go forth ready to face whatever
lies ahead.” Then he commanded us to form a
circle, taking hold of each other’s hand; And he
himself taking up a position in the middle ut-
tered the Amen (formula) and “pay attention to
me (epakouete mou—follow my instructions).”

“Glory to thee Logos, glory to thee grace
(charis, love). Amen.

Glory to thee spirit, glory to thee Holy One;
praise to thy glory. Amen (or be praised [doxa-
sou] with glory. Amen).

We praise thee Father; we thank thee Light in
which there is no darkness. Amen.

And while we (all) give thanks, I say (ex-
plain):

I wish to be saved and I wish to save. Amen.

I wish to be delivered, and I wish to deliver.
Amen.

I wish to bear wounds (titroské) and I wish to
inflict them. Amen.
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