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4.
OBITUARIES

AUGUSTIN MAISSEN (1921-1992)

Professor Emeritus Augustin Maissen died in llanz, Switzerland, on May
21, 1992, after a long illness. Hew~ born January 21, 1921, in Glion/Ilanz,
Switzerland, and was educated in that country (B.A. Col. Claustra Muster, B.S.
Univ. of Berne, Ph.D. Univ. of Fribourg) and in Mexico (M.A. Univ. of
Michoacan). After serving as a pilot in the Swiss air force, he emigrated to the
United States and became a citizen, working initially as a ski instructor in
Colorado to support himself before undertaking a career in teaching and
research. After holding teaching positions at the College of William and Mary,
Christopher Newport College, and Utica College, he was appointed Associate
Professor of Romance Languages and Minor Romance Philology at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1967. In 1981 he was appointed
to the rank of Professor, becoming Professor Emeritus upon his retirement in
1987 after twenty years of service.
During his time in Chapel Hill, he developed and taught graduate courses
in Rumanian (receiving a Fulbright research grant for study in Ru mania in 197273), Catalan, and Rhaeto-Romansh (his own native language), arranging for
summer language institute programs abroad for his students and actively
supporting their applications for study grants until his retirement. During the
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last decade of his active career, he organized a biennial symposium on Median
and Minor Romance Languages for colleagues, graduate students, and visiting
scholars at his Snow Camp home ·in rural North Carolina. During the same
period, he served in alternate years as Resident Director or the UNC-CH studyabroad program at Seville, Spain, and taught an undergraduate Spanish
civilization course each year while in Chapel Hill.
He was the founding editor of Revista Raetoromontscha as well as the
monograph series Studia Raetoromanica, both published in Switzerland. His
own numerous publications on literary, linguistic, and cultural topics appeared
in a variety of Swiss and Rumanian journals. He was also active in revitalizing
the Swiss American Historical Society, served on its advisory board, and took on
a liaison role Wt>rking with Swiss and American cultural agencies. He took a
special interest in the study of 18th- and 19th-century Swiss migration to North
and South Carolina and was able to establish exact genealogical links between
several long-established American families and their Swiss ancestral heritage.
He is survived by a sister, several brothers, and numerous nephews and
nieces living in his native Grisons canton or Switzerland.
Prof. Frederick W. Vogler
University of Nort~ Carolina
at Chapel Hill
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THEODORE J. FINCKH (1903-1992)
The Swiss colony in Philadelphia lost one of its well-liked and active
members when Theodore Finckh died on July 1, 1992. A former president of theNew Helvetic Society, Pennsylyania Chapter, and member of the Swiss
Benevolent Society and the Swiss American Historical Society, he retained his
interest in and support of Swm American activities to the end of his life.
Born in Basel and educated as a chemist, he worked in the United States for two
years in the 1920's before rejoining his father's chemical manufacturing business
in Schweizerhalle. He returned to Chicago in 1933 and two years later married
Alice Bolinger, daughter of a founder and first president of the Swiss American
Historical Society.
The couple later moved to Philadelphia where Mr. Finckh started a
printing ink company which he headed until his retirement in 1984. Not one to
trumpet his accomplishments, he told few of his friends and associates about his
earlier development of quick-drying printing inks, so important to the trade that
they were exhibited and demonstrated at the Chicago World's Fair of 1934.
Like many other Swiss, Ted Finckh retained his love of his homeland
along with his loyalty to the United States. As a Council member and then as
,,

president of the local New Helvetic Society chapter, he gave much thought to its
welfare and that of fellow Swiss. He welcomed every opportunity to further the
interchange of cultural trends and was a highly esteemed and warm friend.
Alice H. Finckh
Philadelphia
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