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Nibley: What is “The Book of Breathings”?

what

is

the book

of Brea
things
breathings

HUGH NIBLEY
Nl BLEY
MEET THE

FAMILY

upon their publication in 1967 the joseph smith papyri

nos X and XI were quickly and

easily identified as pages
from the egyptian book of Brea
things the frequent occurbreathings
rence of the word susn
snsn provided a conspicuous clue and though
the last page of the book the one that usually contains the
title was missing its contents closely matched that of other
snsn comegyptian writings bearing the title sh fhi
shl sh t n susn
shi
fbi
monly translated book of Brea
A most welcome
breathing
thingss
rack s text
horrack
borrack
guide to the student was ready at hand in J de Hor
translation and commentary on a longer and fuller version of
the same work pap louvre 3284 which he published in 1878
along with another version of the text louvre no 3291
and variant readings from a half dozen other paris manurack the experts found their work
scripts 1 thanks to de Hor
horrack
borrack
already done for them and they showed their gratitude by
consistently following the readings of the de Hor
rack s text
consisently
horrack
borrack

and translation instead of the joseph smith text whenever the
latter proved recalcitrant
A berlin manuscript of the book of Brea
things was pubbreathings
lished with a latin translation by H brugsch as early as 1851 2
this article

is to be substantially the second chapter of a forthcoming book
to be published by deseret book company it will be devoted entirely to a

study of the joseph smith papyri X and XI
dr nibley professor of history and religion at brigham young univesrity
and well known authority on ancient scriptures has published widely on
many church subjects
1
biblzotheque 9gyptologique
borrack
fgyptologique 17
Horrack le livre des respirations bibliotnque
J de horrack
pp 110137
1878 ap
110 137 plates vii xiii
aa
2a
A recent summary of the literature may be found in G botti 1111
II libro
Respi rare etc in ini of egypt archaeology JEA 54 1968 ap
del respirare
pp 223Chassi nat below notes 3 & 6
230 cf budge and chassinat

153
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above is professor de horrock s reproduction of the best known manuscript
of the book of breathings
egyptologjque 17 1878 plates
bibliotheque egyptologique
Brea things from biblioihque
XI the portions underlined are virtually identical with the surviving parts
VII
VIIXI
of the joseph smith egyptian papyri X and XI and the glued sections on IV
see ap
pp 161 169 and 175
173 below the broken underline of line 6 on page 2
es synonymous wording of both texts the contents of page 4 are
identifies
identlfl
entirely missing from the joseph smith papyri having been either destroyed or
never included in the original
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THE BOOK OF BREA
THINGS
breathings

157

rack s work EAW budge
and within a decade of de Hor
horrack
borrack
came out with a magnificent facsimile in color of the ker
Brea things of the british museum no 9995
asher book of breathings
accompanied by a transliteration into hieroglyphics and a translation 3 in 1935 and 1936 georg moeller published facsimiles
adem pap 3135 as reading exercises
of a berlin buch von atem
for students 4 and recently J C goyon has brought together
more exemplars 5
Brea things
another writing
along with our book of breathings
bearing the same name but sometimes designated by the
Brea things
egyptians themselves as the second book of breathings
once gave rise to some confusion it was published in 1895 by
man nom fleurisse
J lieblein under the mistaken title of que mon
at the time over one hundred copies of the work were available
and the most striking thing about it was the liberty displayed
Chassi nat the
by the scribes
the things reported wrote chassinat
ass
conceptions presented are identical in all of them the mss
but the form in which they are expressed varies almost to
according to the caprice or personal beliefs of the
infinity
7
scribe and the resources of the buyer
the writers of the
Brea things do not take such liberties and yet the
first book of breathings
two writings are so closely associated that the ancient scribes
often made no distinction between the two books giving both
the same title 7 and G botti treats them as subdivisions of the
same work 8 just as these writings seem to blend into each
other so they fuse with still other works like other egyptian
funerary writings they everywhere betray their dependence on
earlier texts as well as their contributions to later ones botti
suggests that the two rhind papyri are substantially derived
from the breathing texts 8 the effect is that of a spectral
3

11

rasher
tasber
tasher
the papyri of hunefer
asber
asher
A W budge facsimile of rhe
anhai kerasher
Kei
Hu nefer aghai
keiasher
kerisher
in E
nef
nei
Ke
EAW
henefer
and net chemet
ap 33
43 and plates
3343
chelet br mus 1899 pp
Lese
G moeller hleratische
lesestficke
hieratische
Hiera tische lesestucke
lefe stucke leipzig hinrichs 1935 p 32 and
palao graphic 3 leipzig 1936 taf XI
hieratische
Hiera tische palographie
5
psaras du louvre no 3279 cairo 1966 in bibliothe
bibliothec
J C goyon le papyrus
que ddE
etude no 42
tude
revne
resue
Re
discussed by E Chassi
spirat ons in revue
nat le livre second des respirit
chassinat
respirations
respirat
de phsloire
ap 312
ihistoire des religions 1895 pp
314 who provides a translation of
312314
II libro del Respi
one of the texts pp
ap 317ff G botti 11
rare pp
ap 226
respirare
22688 has

given a transliteration and translation of another
as smat
Chassi
nat p 314
chassinat
arnama
amarna period appeared a spate of freely combotti p 224 after the annama
posed funerary texts all using familiar materials but in new forms and compankoff
iankoff as the mythological papyri
bi
bmat ions
binations
lons these are designated by A P
zum weltbild
S schott
jenseitsfdhrer des neuen reiches
Welt bild der jenseitsfuhrer
goettinger
nachrichten 1965 no 11 p 168 in the 26th dynasty the egyptians recher
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band of writings that blend imperceptibly into each other and
so form an unbroken continuum that in the end embraces the
entire funerary literature of course some texts are more
closely related than others but if we attempt to run down
everything in the book of Brea
things to its source or to estabbreathings
lish a priority or order of derivation we soon find ourselves
going through all the funerary texts and finding them all
quite relevant to our subject
Brea things is before all else as bonnet
for the book of breathings
observes a composite made up of compilations and excerpts
from older funerary sources and mortuary formulas 9 from
Brea things hardly distinguishable from it
the second book of breathings
it blends off into such earlier writings as the book of passing
Am duat and the book of
through the eternities the amduat
gates in which we recognize most of the ideas and even
phrases of the sensen papyrus 10 maspero s observation that
Brea things was a composition of the later period
the book of breathings
the book of passing through eternity the
analogous to
book of transformations and other writings which one finds
on greco roman mummies following the example or taking
the place of the book of the dead
now finds support in E
hornung s declaration that the book of the dead was in
roman times supplanted by the shorter books of breathing 12
since it would seem to be just more of the same one is
surprised to hear botti s ringing declaration that the book of
Breath
breathing
ilig is without doubt the most important exponent of the
funerary literature which flourished especially at thebes about
the first and second centuries after christ or according to
moeller at the beginning of the first century before christ
christ1313
and reproduced accurately texts going back to the earliest
times P barguet
bargues le livre des morrs
morts
marts
egyptiens paris editions
anciens egyptians
boffi des ancients
du cerf 1967
p 13 hence though the texts conform to the zeitgeist
through the centuries
der grundtenor
bleidt stets der gleichen
blelbt
gl
eiche G Thaus
gleiche
Grund tenor bleibt
thausing
thausinf
inF
Toten buch papyrus reinisch
ro
in
das grosse dgyptische totenbuch
etc cai
cal
cairo
1969
calro
schriffen
schriften
en des osterreichischen
6sterrelchischen kulturinstituts kairo arch hist abt
abe bd 1
Schrift
chavent
chaient avec
passion
abec pass
lon
ion

p

3
1

P

H bonnet reallexikon der dgyptischen religionsgeschichte
religionsgeschzchte

berlin 1952

59

wereszinski
aegyptische
ewigkeit aegyplische
W wreszinski
Wre szinski das buch von durchwandern der Ewigkeit
Zeit
schrift AZ 45 1908
Chassi nat le livre second des respp
ap 11
zeitschrift
lff
iff chassinat
iliff
pi rations
p 315
pirations
blhlioiheque egyptologique
G maspero
respirations
rati ons in bibliotheque
le livre des respi
einfuhrung in die aegyptologie darmstadt
2
1893
P 477 E hornung einffihrung
wissenschaftliche buchgesellschaft 1967 p 71
12
hornung p 71 the neglected demotic family of breathing texts is
also very close to the other texts of the book of the dead botti p 224
botti p 223
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THE BOOK OF BREA
THINGS
breathings

159

makes it so important two things principally its
timing and its packaging the book of breathing is the great
time binder it comes towards the end of egyptian civilization
and so wraps everything up right back to the beginning the
same continuum that passes from one type of text to another
without a break also passes from one age to another from the
earliest to the latest times
the ideas and beliefs expressed in it are not new budge pointed out indeed every
one of them may be found repeated in several places in the
religious works of the ancient egyptians
all the gods menare found in the oldest texts 14 from thebes
tioned
where most of the manuscripts including the joseph smith
papyri were found it can be traced back through memphis
botti s turin pap demot N 766 is memphite to heliopolis
and the beginnings of egyptian civilization and indeed the
joseph smith papyri though theban refers constantly to heliopolis it contains material from every period
elements
taken from the pyramid texts the book of the dead along
with phrases and concepts already met with on the
die steles and
sarcophagi of the middle and new kingdoms 135
the lateness of the breathing documents instead of detr
tracting from their value actually enhances it for it not only
gives them a chance to embrace the entire funerary literature
of the past but places them in that crucial moment of transition in which they are able to transmit much ancient egyptian
lore to early jewish and christian circles the first scholars to
study it were impressed by its high moral tone and strong
resemblance to the bible noting that it bears the imprint of
an essentially religious feeling and contains moral maxims
whose striking agreement with the precepts of the jewish
lawgiver as with those of the christ has already been pointed
out by egyptologists
and while its picture of the hereafter differs fundamentally from that of present day christianity and judaism it is strikingly like that of the ancient jewish

what

1

miles of the papyri
budge facil
facsimiles
p 33 chassinat
facsl
Chassi nat le livre des respi rations
pirations
p 315
this book existed at least an
in one of its fundamental
1n
parts ie that found in the pyramid texts for long centuries before its complete dl
diffusion
ff usion these texts are essentially static betraying no sense of chronology and no interest in the past H brunner
zurn Verst
zum
andnis der archais
verstandnis
archaics
archal
ierenden tendenzen
Ten denzen in der agyptischen
hgyptischen Spat
sphtzeit
spatzeit
zelt saeculum 21 1970
zeit
pp
ap
151
15155 in the 26 dyn princes even made plaster casts of ancient inscriptions
to use in their own tombs ibid p 154
arbo
1rbo
ttl p 223
botti
Hor rack p 134
borrack
de horrack
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and christian sectaries
nectaries
sect aries as newly discovered documents are revealing them the next world is represented after the pattern
rack the life of the spirit is so to
of this one wrote de Hor
horrack
borrack
speak just another step in human existence the activities of the
elect being analogous to those of men on earth it is not an
existence dedicated to eternal contemplation a passive state of
bliss but an active and work filled life yet one to make use of
M chabas s expression endowed with infinitely vaster scope
many recent studies confirm this judgment
than this one
showing not only that much authentic egyptian matter was carried over into judaism and christianity but that such egyptian
stuff instead of being the spoiled and rancid product of a late
and degenerate age represented the best and oldest the egypfer 17 L kakosy
tians had to of
offer
kakony for example bids us compare
the classic egyptian descriptions of heaven and hell with those
found in an egyptian christian grave of the ath
8th or ath
9th century AD specifically in the apocalypses of enoch and peter
to see for ourselves how little they have changed 18 egyptolo
gists
fists can no longer brush such resemblances aside as coincidences and nowhere are they more striking and more frequent
than in the breathing texts and their closest relatives 19
of particular interest to us is the close association of the
book of breathing with the facsimiles of the book of abra
3

1lL

problerne
probleme
lerne
ierne der agyptischen
Prob leme
kakony problems
kakosy
agypt ischen jenseitsvorstellungen in der ptole
egypto hellenistique
Hellenist ique et romaine paris
maerund
zeit in religions en egypte
kaiserzeit
inkrund Kaiser
presses universitaires
68 many others are referred to in our
pp
ires 1969
ap 59
5968
Universita
commentary
ibid p 68 also in ariens
antiquus 3 1964 p 19 where he notes
oriens antiques
how the 18th dynasty book of amduat carries over into the coptic christian
pistis sophia M philonenko
phlonenko
ap 109Philon enko in religions en eg hellenist et rom pp
Phlon
110 finds an egyptian and iranian background for the jewish secrets of enoch
EAW budge apocrypha in the dialect of upper egypt london
ixiff lists twenty coptic christian borrowings from ancient egyptipp
1913
ap 1xiff
iliff
an imagery cf OHE burmester egyptian mythology in the coptic apocryaltigyptische h511envor
pha orientalia 7 1938 pp
hollenror
ap 355
367 E hornung altagyptische
355367
stellungen
stel lungen berlin akademie verlag 1968
p 8 notes resemblances between
the coptic christ
an texts and a number of egyptian writings coffin texts
christian
ch are all strongly reflected in
which
Quer erts whi
amduat book of gates book of quererts
morts
motts p 19 observes that chap
marts
bargues livre des morrs
breathings
things P barguet
the book of Brea
jaseph smith
joseph
85 of the book of the dead one of the sections included in the jdseph
papyri finds earlier expression in coffin text no 307 which contains letter
and
for letter almost the first sentence of the gospel according to st john
above n 17
egypte etc
p 51 does not
egyple
JG griffith in religion en egypto
ramesseum
Rames seum papyhesitate to compare allegorical expressions in the very ancient ramesseurn
rus with the christian equating of bread with flesh and baptism with resurrection S schott die leutung
deutung der geheimnisse des rituals fur die abuehl
abuehr des
bosen wiesbaden
p 6 notes parallels in this egyptian
Wies baden fr steiner 1954
wiesbader
things and the christian
breathings
text which is closely related to the book of Brea
11
al

sacraments
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ham it can be easily shown by matching up the fibres
fabres of the
71 was written
papyri that the text of joseph smith pap no XI
on the same strip of material as facsimile number 1 the writing beginning immediately to the left of the lion couch
scene the british museum book of breathing the kerasher
Kerasher
kerisher
papyrus has both the lion couch scene budge vignette
no 2b
ab and a scene resembling our facsimile number 53
though representing a patently different situation albeit with
the same props and characters vignette no 1
this last
stands at the head of the Ke
rasher text and suggests that our
kerasher
kerisher
fac no 3 was originally attached at the other end of the
joseph smith papyrus coming after the last column which is
missing
but what about facsimile number 2 the well known round
hypocephalus from special instructions written on other books
of breathing it would appear that the written texts themselves
properly folded could and did serve as hypocephali some
copies are to placed on the left hand near the heart
the
joseph smith papyrus is one of these I or else if one chooses
under the head of the deceased 220 A book of Brea
things
breadiings
breathings
studied by Cham
pollion made for the child soter bore the inchampollion
scription in greek hypo ten ke phalen under the head from
which Cham
pollion derived the word hypocaphalus
champollion
hypocephalus by which
such round head cushions as our facsimile no 2 are now
designated 21 As the concluding act of the egyptian burial ceremony a priest would read the book of Brea
things standing by
breathings
fin and then just as the lid came down he would decoffin
the cof
posit the book under the head of the dead person exactly as
if it were a hypocephalus 22 thus our sensen papyrus is
closely bound to all three facsimiles by physical contact putting
us under moral obligation to search out possible relationships
between the content of the four documents
As a packaging job the book of Brea
things is a most rebreathings
markable performance an attempt to include all essential elements of belief in a future life in a work shorter and more
1

11

aso
so
2so

pap florence 3662 H bonnet reallexikon p 59 sometimes the
instructions recommend having the book of breathings
Brea things under the feet eg
nat livre des respirations p 317
chassinat
louvre no 3157 in Chassi
2chassinat
Chassi
nat p 317 n 1
chassinat
22s
S schott
spricht als mutter und sarg revue degyptologe
degyptologie 17
nut speicht
p 86 the text states that it iss meant to produce a flame under the
1965
head of the ba of the deceased ibid p 83 that being the well known purpose
of the hypocephali
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21
Chassi nat put it
simple than the book of the dead 23
it is as chassinat
a sort of synthesis bringing together in a limited space the
current ideas relating to the human situation after death there
one finds just what is strictly necessary to know and say in
2t
order to be joined to the company of the gods
in short
the ancient writer has brought together everything that his
imagination could find most fitting to procure the means of
221
121
2r
achieving life after death ar125
why this passion for brevity and
compactness budge suggests that the egyptians were fed up
with the book of the dead with its lengthy chapters and conflicting statements that few people understood 26 but since
when were egyptians repelled by long religious texts or contradictory statements or since when does the process of high
pressure condensation render texts more understandable chas
cinat explains the condensing as an economy measure to prosinat
vide funeral texts for poor people who could not afford ex21
things found on
breathings
why then is the book of Brea
pensive rolls 27
the mummies of important people princes and priests who
could and did afford much better rolls why is it always the
poor little breathing text a few scribbled notes on a roll about
the size of a tuscan cigar
botti that they clutch to their
breasts as their most treasured possession plainly it is a document of peculiar significance
things is the end product of a long probreathings
the book of Brea
cess of abbreviating and epitomizing which was characteristically egyptian from the beginning the egyptians displayed
a genius for attesting great acompts by little figures and after
the amarna
adarna period they evinced a growing passion for synthesizing and condensing of which the book of the dead is an
excellent example 28 the book of the dead itself is only a
supplementary aid according to barguet
bargues confined for all its
impressive bulk to stating the absolute minimum and getting
29
by with statements only long enough to be recognizable 29the
the
progressive compression within the book of the dead is illustrated by the 64th chapter entitled a formula chapter for
knowing the other formulas for going out by day in a single
11

2budge
budge papyrus of

Hu
nefer etc p 33
henefer
hunefer
ap 316
livre des respirations pp
17
31617

Chassi
nat
chassinat
251251bid
ibid p 319
bid
2budge p 33
budge
Chassi
nat p 316
chassinat
ag
2g
agypt ische Toten
buch p 19
grosse agyptische
G thausing das grossegypfische
totenbuch
morts pp
marts
12
bargues livre des motts
ap 11
1112
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2tP barguet

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1971

11

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [1971], Art. 5

164

formula 30 the classic illustration of the process is provided
by a writing which very closely resembles the book of breath
ings in content the amduat A shortened version of this text
not an automatic condensation but an abbreviated restatement
is designated by the ancient scribes as shwe
shwj that being the
technical term for a list drawn up to present a summary of
essentials 31 but that is only the beginning S schott has
shown how the entire book was recapitulated in a summary
flanking the exit walls of the tombs in which the amduat was
inscribed and how this summary in turn was followed by a
table of contents which in time was accepted as a permanent
substitute for the whole book the mere table of contents beoffical text of the amduat 32 such comcoming thereafter the official
pound distillation reaches its culmination in the book of
journeying through eternity a writing which has actually been
identified with the book of breathings
Brea things and which ends with a
desperate attempt to jam together in a few closing lines every
conceivable good wish and every indispensable requirement for
the dead in the next world 33 the result is near chaos but the
book of Brea
things itself goes almost as far in three or four
breathings
pages it contains the essential elements of the egyptian funerary
rites from the earliest times nothing essential is missing so
that the book assures us that a knowledge of its contents alone
no more and no less is exactly what is needed by anyone who
wishes to continue to live and progress in the hereafter we
begin at last to see why this brief and unimpressive little
scroll is of such great importance to the ancient egyptian and
the modern scholar alike indeed a valuable discovery
11

THE MEANING

OF

SNSN

almost any egyptian funerary text could safely be called
a book of breathing since all deal with renewal of life and
resurrection of the flesh which for the egyptian mean breath
301bl
id
ibid

p

16

E hornung das amduat teil 53 wiesbaden
Wies baden 0 Harrass
wiesbader
owitz 1967
harrassowitz
aegypi1sche abhandlungen bd 13
in aegyptische
p 55 S schott die schrift der ver
bor genen kammer in gottinger nacar
borgenen
borgesen
ap 341 369 the cosnachr 1958 no 4 pp
mological
mo logical inscriptions of edfu
epitomes
eddu may be regarded as mere summaries or ep
tomes
of the more important parts of the complete myths which preserved only a
restricted number of extracts which from the egyptian point of view were
considered as vital
EAE reymond the mythical origin of the egyptian
temple NY barnes & noble 1969 p 10
32
speicht als mutter ap
schott nut spricht
pp 344 346f 354 365
370
365370
szinski in AZ 45 122
wreszinski
Wre
W wereszinski

k
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ing first of all 34 some of the most important chapters of the
book of the dead are entitled for giving a breeze to N in
115
35
the realm of the dead 135
the egyptian associated life light
air breath and everything good in a single symbol the utr
utt
3
and
including
the
respiratory
sign showing
passages
heart
aiso the way of
were also
the aesophagus
oesophagus for the breathing pipes werealso
nourishment in a single intake one absorbs life breath nourish
ment health vigor everything good 37 the aim of the
ishment
mysteries is to give life and joy through the nose and joy to
lbr ointment supplying the king
the heart with the aroma of abr
with the fragrance of the mighty ones 38 the commonest epithets of divinity depict the deity either as the provider of air
htyt or as
who causes the heart windpipe to breathe saqr
sqr hayt
himself wind air breath of life 39
the giving of breath is endowment with life in the widest
sense thus the king is petitioned to give the breath of life to
him who suffocates and spare the life of a servant for he is
the creator of the air whose own mouth bears breath to
humans 40 yet posener notes there is no known representation of pharaoh bestowing breath or life symbols on anyone
while there are thousands depicting gods doing the same why
is that because in his breath giving capacity the king is wholly
divine absorbed in the person of the life giving god he is the
canum
who puts the breath of life in every man s
creator chnum
nose 41 canum
chnum who created the animals by the breath of his
42
As
mouth and breathed forth the flowers of the field
the apis bull he is also the living breath of ptah
atah the cre
eddu who puts breath into the nose of
ator43 he is horus
ator
horns of edfu
the dead 44 he is re who announces to them in the underworld 1 I bring light to the darkness
who sees me shall
11

1I

E hornung alag
Hollen vorst p 11
h51lenvorst
alfag hollenhorst
hollenvorst
alfg
so chapters 54 to 59 inclusive
36
gott
E otto gort
golt und mensch nach den dgyptischen tempelinschriften
tempeljnschriften der
griechisch romischer
romischen
zer
rimiscben zeir
7eit
beit
zelt
zel heidelberg C winter 1964 p 54
kupsala
Up
sala 1968 acta univ upsaliensis historia
J bergman ich bin isis upsala
religionum
ap 186f
um 3 pp
Religion
brenqu
wachen in den osirismysterien vienna 1910
stundenwachen
stundenuachen
H junker die Stunden
p 2
39
pp 149ff
otto gott und mensch ap
l49rf 159rr
159ff
Divi nite du
divinite
these and other pertinent quotations in G posener de la divinity
pharaon paris 1960 cahiers
Asia tique XV p 66
cashiers de la societe asiatique
cb ilber isis und osiris 11
T hopfner plutarch
II teil prague orientalisches
Plutar
institute 1941
p 111
institut
421bid
ibid p 141
ae
travaux
pp 44f
Tr avaux 38 1938 ap
Chassi nat in receuil de tramaux
4eE chassinat
AZ 45 111 cf 112 1157
szinski in AT
wreszinski
Wre
115 7 122
W wereszinski

renqu

ill
iii
lii
lil
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45
who
breathe
exalts
my
appearance
him
appearance45
let
to
breathe
which they reply we breathe when we see him the king N
we breathe rejoicing in sheol
breathes when he sees him
quererts
Quer erts 46 because as osiris he was brought back to life
as he smells the air of isis who as she fans him with her
wings says 1 I put wind into his nose 47 he is able to restore
your throats breathe when you hear the
others to life
words of osiris
for he himself is the great breather osiris
breathes osiris breathes in truth osiris breathes his members
have truly been rejuvenated 49 then he breathes out the air
that is in his throat into the noses of men how divine is that
from which mankind live it is all united in thy nostrils the
the grain barley fruit trees
tree and its foliage the rushes
etc thou art the father and mother of humanity who live by
Brea things is not to be dismissed
thy breath 50 the book of breathings
as it has been as a mere talisman against stinking corpses it
is a sermon on breathing in every egyptian sense of the word
the berlin dictionary usually called simply the worter
buch
burb wb IV 17
kurb
171ff
iff
lff gives a wealth of meanings for the word
snsn all of which fall under two related categories first there
susn
is the idea of air and breath no 2 in the WB list being to
smell breathe 3 to exude an odor 4 to inhale air or the
der odem the breath of life itself 16
breath of life 5
the stench of a corpse in charge of this department is the goddes mert identified with maat who enjoys considerable promithings supervising the functions of
nence in our book of Brea
breathings
oesophagus and windpipe she supplies both nourishment and
aesophagus
breath of life one actually eats and breathes her I and in that
capacity enjoys a relationship of peculiar intimacy with every
individual even as she hangs on the kingly and priestly breast
as a pectoral that both embraces and is embraced by the royal
adum re says he hath beperson 1 in this sense the son of atum
gotten me by his nose 1I came forth from his nostrils place
me upon his breast that he might embrace me with his sister
4

5

1

piankoff
Quer erts bull lust francais darchaeol or
oi
A Pl
ankoff le livre de quererts
43 1945 pp
BIFAO 45
ap 10 19
ibid 42 1944 pp
33 34
ap 3334
fiber isis und osiris 1I teil pp
81 85
ap 8185
hopfner plutarch uber
piankoff le livre de quererts
ap 7ff
Quer erts pp
aff tab i
ibid p 19
siger
udey
fiber
uder isis und osiris 1I 15
uber
hopfner plutarch siber
1511
aj
din isis pp
bin
hin
ap 186 190 treats this familiar theme
rin
5jJ bergman ich fin
1
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susn is the air that infuses and pervades thy nosyuju the air thy nose breathes susn the north
trils inhale susu
st life into thy
wind thy throat gulps in air thou incorporatest
incorporate
body 53 isis and nephthys prevent decay and evil odor by fanning with their wings but that is also the favorable wind which
enables the dead to progress on his journey in the hereafter 54
but breathing is only half the story it is significant that
the clear statement of the purpose of the sensen papyrus as
given in its introductory lines makes no mention whatever of
breathing this bids us consider the broader and more venerable ritual background of the word the rites set forth in the
shabago
shabako document the earliest coronation drama and perhaps
the oldest of all egyptian ritual texts culminate when the new
snsn
king unites himself with the royal court and mingles susn
juju
with the gods of ta tenen 55 the expression for mingle with
snsn r sethe finds also in the pyramid texts and means acsusn
cording to him sich zu iemand gesellen
gesellen he duly notes that
geseller
snsn inhale
the writing is commonly used in later times for susn
being mistakenly regarded as a reduplication of sn to kiss 56
another document going back to the earliest times uses the
same word in the same way telling how maat came down
from heaven in their times and united herself to those
who dwell upon the earth
maat came
another version
down to earth in their time and mingled with susn
snsn hn the
maat came from heaven to earth and
and another
gods
snsn n s with all the gods 57 the word mingled
mingled susn
verbmderte
both as snsns and snsnns otto renders as sie verbriiderte
and indeed in the last sentence the word is writsich mit
ten simply with the picture of two men shaking hands 57
this picture of maat mingling freely with mankind in the
golden age before the fall forcibly brings to mind Ps
truth
trudl emeth possibly cognate with the eg maat
8511 trudi
shall spring out of the earth and righteousness maat is the
egyptian word for righteousness shall look down from heaven but even more relevant is the less familiar verse that prea de buck the egyptian coffin texts univ of chicago 1938 11II

maat

52

34 35 spell 80
3435
wereszinski
Wre szinski AZ 45 115
from the book of passing through eternity W wreszinski
ap 198205
ich bin isis pp
bergman irh
198 205
ak
ologie der schabakostein
5k
Schaba kostein des
theologie
K sethe das denimal memphitischer theologia
The
br mus leipzig 1929 p 73 line 64
ibid p 76
ae
egypte etc above
in religions en egypto
5eE otto das goldene Zei
zel
tafter
talter
zeitafter
zeitalter

n 17
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aedes
cedes it mercy and truth are met together righteousness and
snsn as we have seen means kiss
peace have kissed for susn

there

is nothing more intimate than breath and one and the

same egyptian word can mean odor nose nostril smell sniff
breathe perfume caress and love 508 the queen of egypt became pregnant when the aroma of amon penetrated all her
51 susn
snsn then is indicative of the closest and most
members 39
intimate association in the 13th dynasty king neferhotep
60
snsn with all the gods
prays that 1I may associate susn
which is quite in order when one remembers that sn is the
egyptian word for brother and is written with the two
pronged harpoon or spear gardiner T 22 being also the
common root for two in the semitic languages cf our
twain twin etc the one pronged harpoon was always the
susu makes a verb of it and
sign for one
the reduplicate susn
also acts as an intensive like the second form in arabic this
idea of twinship or brotherhood is apparent when a god comes
down to his temple and his ba fusessnsn
fuses susn
snsn with his form
susu
ie his image in the temple 61
kuck susn
buch
buck
w75rterbuch
snsn written either with the
according to the worterbuch
Worter
boltss or the two pronged harpoon can mean 6 to join a
bolt
company unite with a group formed by re duplicating the
word sn brother
15 to unite fraternize become a friend
of hence 7 to join the company of the gods said of the
dead
12 to reach heaven and mingle with thestars
the stars 13
to enter a bond of brotherhood to marry with 8 to unite
oneself with the king or 1 to praise or honor a king or
to unite oneself with one s
9
god hence praise honor
image said of a god coming to his temple
10 to unite
oneself with the light the two main
maln ideas of susn breathing
and joining meet and fuse in such meanings as 10
fragrance light air as joining themselves to something hence
11 adornment things adorning the body
15 to invest another object or fuse with it as of a person with the stars a god
with his image crowns or vestments incense suffusing the
body or crowns joining together to make one the pyramid
120

the

khm examined by V loret in rec
word ahm

trav

14

1892

pp
ap 106-

siber isis pt 1I p 46
fiber
lider
discussed by hopfner plutarch liber
koenigs neferhotep in abydos leipM pieper die grosse In schrift des k5nigs
konigs
zig hinrichs 1929 p 10
C de wit inscriptions dedicatoires
dedicato ires du temple dEd
fou in chroniques
Chroni ques
dedfbu
dedfou
dezfou
degypte 36 1961 pp
ap 9697
96 97

4f
af
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text

snsn as a consuming fire calls forth the
designation of susn
vivid image of the pharaoh or the blessed spirit invested and
12
suffused with flames which carry him up to heaven 62
snsn is thus seen to be a very flexible word which remains
susn
none the less remarkably true to its basic meaning this can
be seen in a passage from the book of wandering through
Brea things as we
eternity the companion piece to the book of breathings
have noted
snsn the northwind
juju
thy nose breathes susn
goiden house
snsn osiris in the greatgolden
thou kissest susn
thou
great golden
passes the gates of the gods of the qrtjw chambers of the
unitess thyself to susn
snsn m the company
yuju
underworld and unitest
ia i3 here breathing embracing and fraternizof the saved
ing are all expressed by the same word
how these concepts persisted down into jewish and christian times can be seen in the remarkable parallel between an
cir 2000 BC and a coptic
episode from the coffin texts clr
dle former we read my susn
die
snsn was with
christian liturgy in the
me in his nose I1 came forth from his nostrils he clasped
dwdnf me to his bosom he would not let me be separated
from him my name lives son of the lord of the preexistence
Pre
existence
1I live in the members
bsnw purifying substances
of my
father atum
when he sent me down to
adum created by atum
adum
when my name was changed to osiris son of
this earth
geb my father atum
snsn me as he came
adum then embraced susn
forth from the eastern horizon his heart was pleased satisfied when he saw me
he established me in the flesh
and gave me dominion over it
II 42 a
there follows 1111
catalogue of birds animals and fishes including also the grain
die
dle comeating human race all of whom live according to the
mand of atum
adum 1I lead them 1I cause them to thrive live the
breath sn in my mouth is the life in their nostrils 1I lead
them while the breath of life is in their throats 1I sustain them
lit tie on their heads by the hw authoritative utterance
which is in my mouth my father atum
aturn
aburn has caused me to give
life to the fishes and the worms upon the back of geb the
4
earth
the short spell that follows this one reads as if it
came right out of the book of Brea
things though 2000 years
breadiings
breathings
older
but we wish to call attention here to spell 80 be-

w
p 88
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cause of its remarkable resemblance to the coptic christian
text which reads 1 I adjure thee by the first seal placed upon
by the second seal placed upon the
the body of adam
members of adam 1I adjure thee by the third seal sealing
the heart and loins of adam who lieth in the dust until jesus
christ shall stand proxy for him between the arms of the
bath raised him adam up he hath
father the father hath
breathed upon his face he hath filled him with a breath of
life send to me thy breath of life even to this believer
Brea things the initiate
pithos 60 in this christian book of breathings
instead of being designated by the usual code name of osiris
is called adam
the whole funerary literature of the egyptians has a
strangely familiar ring to those latter day saints who ever get
around to looking at it and it should be cause for much
searching of monuments and documents the whole picture is
undergoing drastic alterations at the present moment and this
fact should not be overlooked as it has been by the critics
of the book of abraham let us take a quick look at the situation
ESCAPE

FROM THE CATACOMBS

professor zandee begins his very useful book on the egyptian view of death with the observation that the egyptians
have answered the question of the relation between life and
death in two ways the one concept is the natural human
recoil before the fact of death as the enemy of life the other
looks upon death as the great moment of transition to greater
things beyond as nothing less than the foundation of eternal
life life in its potential form
but if the egyptians themegyp
selves had two ways of looking at the hereafter the egypt
tologists until recently have had only one and have tolerated no
discussion that might challenge the views of natural science 7
62 68
ap 6268
P girard in an serv 27 1927 pp
J zandee death as an enemy leiden brill 1960 p 1 citing especially
karstensen
Kirstensen as the champion of the optimistic view
kirstensen
snsn to stink
it is interesting that zandee mentions only one meaning of susn
ibid p 59 after all is said what the egyptian felt towards death was only
Toten glauben u jenseitsvorstellun
pessimism and terror according to H kees totenglauben
lenseitsvorstellun
ap 45off
sifen aegypter leipzig hinrichs 1926 pp
alten
450ff as early as the
gen der alien
aery
heracleopolitan period the funerary literature takes on a gloomy and eery
deckens in mitteilungen der deutliiddeckens
ch remains permanent E Ud
uddeckens
which
character whi
schen dinst
inst kairo 11
II 1943 p 171 hence an egyptian museum gives the
bzblio
biblio
G maspero in bibbio
tris tesse et d ennui
ordinary visitor an impression de tristesse
S
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the

easiest way to forestall any such speculation has been
simply to refer everything to the necropolis in egyptian almost any word or expression designating a place or state not
of this world can be equated with necropolis and so the
disciples of erman who frankly confessed that he found the
68
his68
egyptian religion as repellent as an egyptian would find his
have always had an easy time conducting their readers to the
necropolis and leaving them there that is the end of the
trail there is no more and to look for more is to be guilty of
the two things which erman monotonously and automatically
Ro mantik and
romancik
charges against all who disagree with him romantik

fantasie

and

so the general public has always thought of the egyp-

tians as people with a graveyard fixation nothing could be
more misleading according to the newer studies that are now
appearing faster than ever professor brunner now assures us
that erman is much too taken with his own times and their
9
todays
viewpoint to serve us as a guide today9
today wherever the egyptian character finds expression according to miss thausing
one theme is always dominant life life at any price here
and beyond there is no death no end for death is only the
birth into a new life 70 As barguet
bargues s recent work on the book
of the dead shows the funeral march to the graveyard was
only a preliminary to an immediate exit from it the coming
35f but who arranged the exhibits according to S morenz
198 200 because
ap 198200
aegyptische religion stuttgart W kohlhammer 1960 pp
the egyptian desperately wanted life he found death nothing but repellant he
loathed the awesome and grizzly symbol of the mummy the living corpse
erzatz for life the euphemand viewed the mortuary rites as a very dubious ersatz
isms
iams he used only show his terror at the very name of death he clung to the
rituals as a drowning man to a straw with little enough confidence in them AH
gardiner the attitude of the egyptians to death and the dead cambridge
deckens notes that this was not
pp aff
ap
luddeckens
liiddeckens
7ff on the other hand LUd
1955
univ 1935
always so deutschen dinst
inst kairo and gardiner that the egyptian still continued
to hope that if all the precautions taken should prove successful then physita
t1 on from one life to another
cal death might be a mere transi
ibid p 13 S
transition
iv2istentale
wiesbaden
Wiesbaden fr steiner 1952 p
schone fest nom
wiesbader
schott das schong
vom
voin
doin wiistentale
dom
noin
91 finds that feast of the dead to be a truly gay affair as witnessed by its
modern survival the consenus
con senus however has been that the whole funerary
consents
ed point
worried
a limited worr
literature of egypt is a literature of fear of death
borr
of view as each newly formed security disintegrates by the apprehension of
a new danger H frankfort ancient egyptian religion NY columbia univ
pp 116
1948
ap
120
116120
mein wirken leipzig quelle u meyer
A erman mein werden und meln
pp 279f 76
1929 ap
H brunner in saeculum 21 1970 p 156
agyptischen
religiosen texten
agypt ischen religidsen
bexten
G thausing der auferstehungsgedanke in dgyptischen
Harrass owitz 1943 p 1
leipzig harrassowitz
Egypt ol
cheque
theque egyptol
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joseph smith egyptian papyrus no IV the outlined sections which were
glued onto this papyrus fit into papyri X and XI to supply substantial parts of
the damaged lines
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out into the day the rebirth as a triumphant sun 71 one finds
the very same situation way back in the old kingdom as a
number of recent studies makes clear 772 not only are the
cults of egypt simply saturated with the idea of a continuation of life elsewhere as it was lived on earth as dr speleers
noted with strong disapproval 773 but separation between life
egyp
and death as W czermak puts it is altogether un egypt
71
tian 74
the ancient egyptian wrote prof wilson saw the
phenomena of his existence as being of a single substance
banded in one continuous spectrum of blending hues 1775 and
he saw no reason why the band should not be extended beyond the limits of death and birth his own existence being
part of a well arranged and well planned whole in which
776
been
had
overlooked
hence the surprising fact now
nothing
being pointed out by egyptologists that the egyptians really
cared very little about the past and in their writings concerning man s place in the universe are not concerned at all
76
with burial and life after death 171
passing from one state of
existence to another is never without its terrifying aspects and
in the egyptian initiation rites the candidate underwent a ritual
death experience which was altogether too realistic to be comfor table 77 terrified by the unknown he was nonetheless susfortable
tained by the conviction that there was something there a sense
of possibilities which as whitehead put it is the whole appeal
and power of the bible itself
in all of egyptian literature it would be hard if not impossible to find another document more thoroughly imbued
with the positive optimistic egyptian view of death than our
11

11

7pP barguet
morts ap
marts
pp 55ff and in rev hist religions 177
bargues livre des morrs
en fait il semble bien que ce qui est un point d arrivee est en
1970 p 67
meme temps un point de depart
12
below note 101
L speleers
la resurrection et la toilette du mort rev degyptol 3
x1vii ixviii
textes
ap xlvii
lxviii lxxi
lexi
texles des cercueils brussels 1946 pp
1938 p 37 teales
Kapitels des agypt Toten
buches in
W czermak zur gliederung
totenbuches
Glie derung des kapitels
p 11
AZ 74 1940
there is a doubt whether the egyptian funerary stelae
ii
mean to speak of their possessors as still living or dead AH gardiner egyptian
grammar oxford 1957 p 284
367
JA wilson the culture of ancient egypt univ of chicago press
ap

1

1957

p 81

pp 159 161
E otto gott u mensch p 59 H brunner in saeculum ap
M eliade has shown that the idea behind all initiation is a new birth
decomposition
of the individual initiate preceded by a decompostion
decompo stion of his personality its
reimmersion into a state of chaos disorganization followed by its integration
at a higher level of existence according to A brelich in CJ bleeker ed
initiation leiden brill 1965 numen suppi no X p 224 cf H nibley
pp 97ff
in improvement era 11
72 july 1969 ap
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Brea things even de horrack
book of breathings
borrack noted with wonder that
there seemed to be nothing funerary about it but that on
the contrary it spoke only of resurrection and exaltation 78 and
yet it has been the fate of this remarkable book to be studied
and criticized solely by the most dedicated disciples of erman
the last people in the world to concede anything which the
ecole
coie de berlin would not accept their most magnanimous
cole
concession to the egyptians is an indulgent shrug of the
shoulders as if to forgive those simple children of nature who
know not what they do
the standard procedure of investigation which has proven
most fruitful in egyptology has been the routine gathering together of all known examples of the object under study and
placing them side by side for comparison to determine what is
essential and what is merely incidental thus when scholars
pollion
champollion
were puzzled by a growing category of texts which Cham
had designated as the ritual and which lepsius
lessius labeled the
Orienta lists
Todten buch they decided at the congress of orientalists
todtenbuch
meeting in london in 1874 to commission eduard naville to
maln exemplars
bring together and publish side by side all the main
of that document and as a result the nature of the book of
the dead first became clear 79 later sethe and others by the
same method of collecting and comparing documents showed
the true nature of the pyramid texts and in the same way all
the funerary books from the coffin texts on have been
discovered
one would assume that so obvious and rational a procedure
would by now have accounted for and neatly packaged every
category of egyptian document but such is far from being the
case only very recently did S schott for the first time examine
and compare all versions of the important festival of the
valley 1952 and those documents which make up the book
1954 did E otto bring together
of the repelling of evil
all the known examples of the controversial opening of the
chain gather up accounts of
merchain
Der
did P derchain
1960
mouth ritual 1960
the early royal sacrifices 1962 did E hornung publish all
the writings of the hidden chambers which make up the
book of amduat 1963 did C J bleeker run down all the
did W helck photo
accounts of the sokar festival 1967
rack
horrace
de Hor

bibliotheque egyptol
Egypt ol 17 116
morrs
morts p 13
marts
bargues
barguet livre des moyts
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II s outer
graph and publish all the ritual scenes from ramses 11
wall of the temple at karnak 1968 did E winter do the
did mrs reymond bring tosame at the philae 1970
gether all the founding legends of the egyptian temples
1969
all these sources and many more are now being
studied thoroughly for the first time though they have been
well known to egyptologists for over a hundred years what
interests us particularly is that all have direct bearing on the
Brea things why have the exunderstanding of our book of breathings
perts neglected to give them the only treatment that pays off
helck answers that question in the preface to his important
study the reliefs he examines have all been skecthed photographed and described countless times yet systematic publications even for the great temple of karnak are almost completely lacking 80 why
in the first place according to helck the ritual scenes in
the reliefs didn
dian t look particularly significant taken alone
each one looks perfectly ordinary and familiar the student or
tourist has seen that sort of thing a thousand times so he
yawns and moves on yet when the same scenes were brought
together and the detailed photographs placed side by side a
recognizable order and meaning at once appeared an order
and meaning that had completely escaped generations of egyp
egypt
tologists 81 then again helck observes they were ignored because they were religious compositions and the experts were
convinced that they had taken the measure of egyptian religion
and found it sorely wanting in the solid historic and scientific
content they were looking for 81 but the greatest block of all
was that the numerous sacrificial scenes in the temples were
from which it was
regarded as stereotyped compositions
believed no really significant data were to be had 81 the fact is
that they are stereotyped and look enough alike to convince
any casual observer that when you ve seen one you ve seen
em all E winter has found the same situation at philae
perhaps the most photographed and studied temple in egypt
where the inscriptions give the impression of being monotonous tedious and empty in fact almost as unattractive as
the reliefs which the scholars find positively repellent
1I

11

11
Rituals zenen auf der umfassungsmauer rameses IL
W helck die ritualszenen
II
inn
wiesbader
owitz 1968 in aegyptologiasche abhandlun
Wies baden 0 Harrass
harrassowitz
karnak wiesbaden
gen bd 8
p 1
811811bid
ibid p 2
bid
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having nothing to say 8212 but upon closer examination at the
present time elements heretofore viewed as stereotypes of
ptolemaic temple decoration turn out
to be exceedingly
important elements in understanding the grammar of
the
odthe
ofthe
temple 82 there it is again important documents overlooked
because they gave the impression of being mere stereotypes
it is the same thing with the texts curiously enough bleeker
notes many egyptologists do not seem to realize that well
known words must have had a sacral shade of meaning and
so disdaining further investigation simply deny the existence
of certain religious notions or elements of religious truth
especially those of which they happen to disapprove 83 indeed
brunner notes that the late lamented sigfried morenz was one
of very few egyptologists who took religious phenomena
and how many religious phenomena can be underseriously
stood unless one does take them seriously84
seriously84 erman confessed
at the end of his life that after studying egyptian religion for
fifty years he knew nothing whatever about it and had only
15
a strong antipathy for it 80
today egyptologists are beginning
to see that there is no more serious obstacle to the progress of
their science than the illusion that well known objects are
also well understood simply because they are boringly familiar they would not be boring or repellent if they were
understood
this digression has been necessary as a reminder to students
of the book of Brea
things that the very same experts who conbreathings
temptuously thrust aside the joseph smith papyri and dismissed
the facsimiles after a glance are the same men who overlook
all the documents mentioned above considering them mere
shoddy repetitious stereotypes from which nothing significant
is to be learned only the last ten years have begun to show
how wrong they were and are and how much might be
learned from an honest and thorough study of documents which
they disdain to notice but their delinquency does not excuse
us and we must not be intimidated by a haughty and authoritarian manner
reviewed by H brunner in archev
ap
archiv jur
fur orientforschung 23 1970 pp
118
11899 otto gott u mensch p 84 notes that highly stereotyped scenes and
texts can be given a variety of interpretations and have rich anwendungs
kelt
keit
moglichkeit
m6glichkeit
moglich
CJ bleeker initiation p 55
archiv jur
brunner archev
fur orientforschung 23223
E erman werden u wirken pp
ap 279f cf 292f
12
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two of the most important

new directions in egyptology
according to brunner are 1 the study of the temple inscriptions and 2 the examination of the nature and function of the
egyptian temple itself 86 surprisingly enough to this day there
has appeared no complete publication of the inscriptions of any
egyptian temple 86 from the inscriptions the reliefs the structure of the temple itself and the written records in general the
meaning and function of the temple can be determined the
primary purpose of a temple according to bleeker was to
serve for the celebration of a cultic mystery 87 or says brunner to provide a cultic stage for daily and special services
while the architecture of the building conveyed a mythical
realization of the cosmos 88 built according to the cosmic patrealisation
tern prescribed in a divine book sent down from heaven in the
beginning 89 it was at all times the center of every civilized and
civilizing activity the delightful resting place of majesty and
divinity the throne of universal dominion place of the heavenly marriage and of the great council monument of victory
over the powers of chaos and darkness the holy city etc 90
the dedication of the temple periodically repeated forever
afterward was itself the repetition of the creation of the earth
and as such was celebrated simultaneously in the temple and in
heaven 91 for the basic theme of cult activity in egypt as
bergman puts it was the participation of the gods and the
king in renewing and preserving the creation 92 every egyptian temple claimed to be the first sacred place in which the
creator dwelt with his fellows before he had created the
world and thus to provide the proper setting for the creation
drama that regularly took place there 93 all time like all space
met at the temple where the hourly rites were no mere fleeting
reminders of the great events of human existence but contain
in themselves according to jubker
jabker the performance of all
to which they refer 94 the vital element in the constitution
brunner arch f orf 23118
bleeker initiation p 52
brunner arch f orf 23118
carac
A moret du caya
cara
pharaonique
pharaonque
zere
nique paris
caractere
card
clefe
clere religieux de la royaute Pharao
caraclere
tere
Phara onque
refe
pp
ap 130ff
13off A blackman & AH fairman in JEA 28 1942 p 36
1902
A good summary is given in the dedicatory inscription of the temple of
eddu
edfu C de wit in chron degypte 36 1961 pp
ap 96
97
9697
ibid ap
pp 84 87 277ff
12
kin
hin
bergman ich bin
fin isis p 165
EAE reymond mythical origin of the egyptian temple p 104
wache p 6
H junker Stunden
stundenwache
stundenuache
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of the temple according to mrs reymond was the preservation of the close link with the ancestors and their cults 93 in
short everything in the temple goes back to the beginning
and everything is kept in the family
the plurality of temples in egypt bothered no one since
the ancient doctrine was that after the founding of the first
temple coinciding with the creation of the earth its founders
special messengers commissioned by the great creator to carry
out certain phases of his work sailed away to found other
temples and create other worlds in the immensity of space 96
strictly speaking what was dramatized and celebrated in the
temple was not the creation but another creation this world
being organized to use mrs reymond s striking expression
1197
97
after the manner of what had been done in other worlds 2197
our sensen papyrus often refers to four holy places heliHermo polis the four great prehisbusiris abydos and hermopolis
opolis Busiris
borrack altoric centers of the egyptian temple rites and de horrack
ready noted that in the book of Brea
things everything takes
breathings
place in two spheres one above and one below 98 which bids
us ask before we go any farther what has the book of breath
ings to do with the temple
TOMB AND TEMPLE

the

answer is everything long ago A moret noted that
from all of egypt s glorious past only two types of monument
demonstrate
remain tombs and temples 99 and went on to denion
strate that
in egypt tomb and temple in form and function are virtually
loo recently a number of independent studies have reidentical 100
examined the well documented rites performed in the chambers
and passageways
passag eways beneath the pyramid of unas the last king
of the 5th
ath dynasty the ceremonies were not exclusively mortuary for the inscriptions that describe them on the walls of the
rooms and corridors are often the same as those found in the
temples whose own rooms and corridors moreover correspond
reymond mythical origin p 277
96
klu
hin
fin isis p 89
ibid pp
ap 180 187
18788 bergman ich bin
reymond p 275 in all of this there is no allusion to the underworld
p 183

Hor rack
borrack
de horrack

ol p 114 cf facsimile
egyptol
bjbliotheque Egypt
bihliotheque
moret royaute Pharao
pharaomque
pharaonique
nique p 116
1001
looi
1001bid
ibid
ap 122
130
bid pp
122130
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loi moreover the king in his underground
to those in the tombs 101
world was thought to be participating in the rites of heliopolis which are transferred to heaven the temple at heliopolis being the best known link and common meeting ground
between the worlds above and below 102 in his remarkable
studies on the royal washing and anointing A blackman has
shown how the funerary version corresponds exactly to the
daily temple ordinances in discussing a papyrus which scholars
Brea things he writes that
relate very closely to the book of breathings
representations of the lustration undergone by the dead should
be approximated by those of the ceremonial sprinkling of
pharaoh in the temple vestry is only to be expected for both
ceremonies were supposed to imitate the same performance ie
the subgod
sungod s daily matutinal ablutions 103 the rites of awakening washing dressing etc of the king carried out during the
mummification by way of preparing the dead to
ceremonies of mumification
arise refreshed in the next world closely resemble the daily
service performed in all egyptian temples in historic times 104
A moret had already noted that there is a perfect resemblance
between the funeral rites the temple rites and the daily toilet
105
which blackman proceeded to illustrate in
of the pharaoh 103
detail pointing out how all five rites viz the daily temple
liturgy the ceremonial toilet in the house of the morning the
preparation of the king s body for burial the daily funeral
liturgy and the opening of the mouth resemble one another
in their main features all having in common a ritual washing
anno inting robing bestowing of insignia and sometimes a
annointing
log
sacral meal 106

wJ spiegel

annales du
das auferstehungsritual der unaspyramide
binzel
1956 p 341 it is evident dass die themen die in den einzel

53
service 55
beriihrt wurden in der tat die gleichen
nen abschnitten des tempelkultes berahrt
reumen des pyramideninneren und dass die
waren wie in den entsprechenden raumen
rhumen
verwendeten spri3che
im tempelritual
Tempelritual
spruche
strecken
inhaltlich ahrlich
ahnlich und sprecken
i
chlautend waren after pepi 1I the inscriptions of the entrance and
gleichlautend
gle
weise
welse gie
so called waiting room the annex of royal tombs are definitely those of
the te
tempie
temple
pie ritual ibid p 346
TH
Toten glauben ap
pp 289f the tomb of osiris was originally in
H kees totenglauben
11
ramses IL
the temple according to helck ritualszenen
Rituals zenen
p 108 the king
II
was crowned and enthroned in the coffin chamber before leaving the place to
ap 367
assume his throne in heaven spiegel pp
371
367371
A blackman the skrine funerary papyrus JEA 4 1917 p 124
A blackman
the house of the morning JEA 5 1918 p 162
Rituals zenen p 20 notes that the services in the totentem
italics added helck ritualszenen
be performed in wnon funerary temples
pel could also bt
riquel du cuite
105a
paris 1902 p 78
cuire divin lourn
journalizes
journalzes
zes
ailes
alles
alies
A moret le rituel
journal
zef
lournalies
ref
A blackman
sacramental ideas and usages in ancient egypt rec
trav 39 1921 p 48
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thus the information

conveyed in funerary texts is by no
means confined to the funeral situation these particular documents happen to be preserved for us because they were carefully buried away in tombs but they faithfully report what went
on in the temples as well even the coffin texts were not all
funerary many contain formulas reserved for the living or of
value to both the living and the dead as their titles proclaim
the ordinances in tomb and temple were not only the same
but had the very same objective eternal exaltation the instant king unas and his cortege reach the coffin chamber the
lowest point on their journey and the end of the road in the
necro
necropolis
polls a surprising thing happens the sad and impressive
funeral operation suddenly shifts into reverse all at once everything is moving in the opposite direction and the thrust of the
whole undertaking is to get the king out of the tomb and pyralot this dramatic
mid and into the sky as quickly as possible 107
reversal of direction is demonstrated by the sun at the solstice
whose miraculously abrupt turnabout can be most clearly witnessed and predicted from the shadows of those great standing stones benben obelisk pyramid pylon which as breasted
discerned attested the common prehistoric origin of tomb
and temple cult in solar rites 108 for the pharaoh from the
earliest to the latest times always goes through the same solar
routine
at the beginning the king is born he rises from
the watery abyss of the nun he travels in the barge of re
the sun in the sky he is identified with the gods and leads a
109
cosmic life in heaven log
the purpose of the tomb is not to
lock him in cold obstruction but to help him on his way the
temple architecture which requires that the ordinances be performed progressively from room to room until one reaches the
roof shows a profound and essential association between the
rites prescribed by the cult and the rhythm of the universe
its structure being inserted into the very order of the cos110
llo
mos lio
the stairways ramps passages courts and gates com
3 61 ft
spiegel annales du service pp
ap 361ff
assailed
led by L speleers la signification des
breasted s interpretation was assa
dinst
melanges
langes maspero vol 66 of mem inst
pyramides in Me
melanger
pp
ap 603621
603 621 and
defended by A moret in the same volume pp
ap 623636
623 636
cited
ted by H altenmueller
talis 26
A piankoff cl
Altenmuller
miiller in bibliotheca orientalis
altenmuller
altenmiiller
orientalia
Orien
tegyptologique
biblwtheque egyptologique
eix in bibliotheque
rochemonteix
p 61 so also M de Rochemont
1970
3 233ff
barguet in RHR 177 1970 p 67
233t f P bargues
TF daumas sur trois representations de nout
bout a dendera an serv
pp
ap 399
400
51 1951
399400
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mon to tomb and temple are reminders that the egyptians in
their endless rites are always on the move the one thing that
ili
iii
must never happen is the stopping of the royal progress 111
THE CROWNING

EVENT

in egypt all eyes focused on the king the only point of
contact between man and god 112 the mortal chosen for this
awesome position had to be set apart from and recognized and
acclaimed by his fellows on a special occasion and by a special
procedure the coronation a drama presented at a very special
time the new year the day of creation the universal birthday and place the center of the universe the navel of the
world etc 113 the regular egyptian temple rites were nothils114
ing but a small concentrate of the coronation ceremonies lis
which were celebrated every year every month and every
day in the temples like the king s birthday marking a complete new beginning for the universe 115 what the temple
reliefs of karnak amount to according to helck is a sym110
bolic repetition of the coronation ilg
for it is in the temple
that the coronation takes place the royal party moving from
chamber to chamber during the rites 117 thus inaugurating the
royal progress
since prehistoric times the central act of
the assumption of rule as P munro observes was a ritual circum
cumambulation
ambulation performed by the king having the symbolism
118
of taking possession of the world
in his beneficent
and victorious progress through the world the king was folilg his appearance
lowing the example of his father the sun 119
being everywhere hailed by his subjects as a joyful sunrise a
120
blessed parousia 12
foucart has pointed out that egyptian kings
and gods alike far from maintaining a majestic repose constantly pass through their domains as if they wanted to in
11

11

buch
gross e tolenbuch
thausing das grosse
totenbuch
Toten
dura pp
Tolen duca
ap 1922
19 22 see below note 121
ap 45
wilson culture of anc egypt pp
49 69ff
69ft
4549
kin
hin
aln isis pp
ain
eln
ap 92120
for a recent study J bergman ich bin
92 120 we have treated

this ttheme
leme in a number of studies
ibid p 89
P munro bemerkungen zu einem
elnern sedfest
P 753
11 p 74
rameses IL
Rituals zenen
helck ritualszenen
II

relief

AT
AZ 86

1961

ap
bid pp

1171ibid
1171bid

71 73
7173
12
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spect them or relax at some of their seats 121 it is the familiar
royal progress which we have discussed elsewhere 122 it is also
the theme of the royal funeral rite which carries on the drama
of the royal progress into the next world the classic presentation of the des
descensus
census of the sungod
subgod to the underworld to bring
light and relief to those who sit in darkness as he passes from
chamber to chamber in his nocturnal journey is found in the
writings of the secret chambers of the kings of the 18th
and following dynasties known as the book of amduat and
the book of breathings
Brea things might well be described as a thumbnail
version of the amduat any serious study of our sensen
papyrus must take this aspect of its teachings into account
also since the coronation timed like the temple festivals
to coincide with the beginnings and endings of cosmic cycles
solar lunar and astral as well as the seasonal cycles of life
and vegetation also dramatized the creation 123 we must recognize that the important rites and ordinances of the egyptians can
never be divorced from each other if the creation story is
as brunner has stated the perpetual source of vitality for
pharaonic egypt 12124 and if the purpose of the temple cult was
to preserve and renew the creation and thereby secure and
transmit the established order of the universe through the co123
135
operation of divinity and royalty as bergman sums it up 125
it
is not surprising that the study of one ritual text if conscientiously pursued leads us inexorably to the study of all the rest
for all tell the same story
moreover everybody gets into the act though everybody
knows that in egypt the king was all in all and that the temple
and funeral rites alike were originally meant only for him 126
yet even in the old kingdom speleers finds the door already
half open to let others in 12127 for one thing the king had to
have assistants and could not always be present on the scene
131
138
121
and so we always find deputies and proxies taking his place 128
during various rites for the living and the dead persons or
11

G foucart in BIFAO 24 1924 p 1
poiit quarterly
pol
H nibley tenting tool and taxing in western polit
19
ap 609612
609 612
1966 pp
din isis pp
bin
P barguet
bargues in RHR 177 67 bergman ich hn
ap 88f
H brunner in saeculum 21 1970 p 159
bergman ich fin
bin
kin isis p 165 otto gott u mensch p 84
hin
S schott in nacar
gottmgen
nachr
g&tlngen 1958 no 4 pp
wiss
ak
ap 350 370
21
al
2lL speleers la reurrestion et la toilette du mort revue degyptologie
3
1938
p 37
12a
A blackman in JEA 31 512f
132
122
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properties of the cult during the changing phases of the ritual
12
As in nature where a creature
could take different roles 129
can completely change its form from tadpole to frog or from
cate pillar to butterfly while remaining the same individual so
caterpillar
catepillar
a human being could assume various forms or modes of being
hprw in the next life even as he does in passing through the
seven ages of man in this one 130 one might think that an
egyptian would draw the line at taking upon himself the very
form and identity of pharaoh but if he could be osiris there
was no reason why he could not be the king as well thus we
find a special honor bestowed by amon upon osiris being
handed down f rom
ro m osiris to the pharaoh at his coronation and
then wonder of wonders resting upon the head of an ordinary
this decree laid away with the commoner nesi
citizen
chowsu
chonsu in his coffin was believed very literally now to apply to
him 131 another commoner identifies himself entering his
tomb with pharaoh entering the temple of heliopolis in majesty showing how the rites of temple and tomb were identi13
132
112
mind
the
priestly
human presumption could go no
fied in
133 one
112
farther yet the egyptians seem to take it for granted 132
important document the purification of pharaoh very
Brea things was originally a text
closely related to the book of breathings
instructing the pharaoh in the manner of presiding over certain
temple ceremonies in which the king was to wash himself as
the creator washed himself after finishing the creation 133 and
the same ritual of purification was to be performed in the
134
114
As
of
and
funeral
the
king
at
the
the
coronation
temple at
a funeral text it was adapted to general use and we find one
important exemplar after being used as a model for copyists in
a shop in the possession of an ordinary businessman and finally thrown together into a mummy case with a lot of greek
Is is p 83 n 2
bergman ich bin isis
T G aliens
on TG
allens
lul of near
LV zabkar
allens book of the dead lui
alien
ailen
alren
alten
alien
airen
Urk unden zur religion des atten
eastern studies 24 1965 p 83 G roeder urkunden
when he was thirsty he became
aegypten
ap 220 225
aegjpten jena 1915 pp
the nile when he was cold he became fire
serv
aman en favour dO
an sen
ddosirls
18
siris
sirls
un deckret
osiris
ressy
d6cret d daman
G Da
decret
daressy
daresay
224
pp
ap 218
218224
1919
ah2h
H kees totenglauben
Toten glauben p 322 by the middle kingdom a noble could
speak of himself as coming forth from his residence and going down to his
N S 24
orientalia
Onen talia NS
cometary exactly as if he were the king H goedicke in ohen
cemetary

p 239

1955

ap 13 15 18
bosen pp
schott abwehr des basen
memphitischen tempel
Phara ohs in einem memphilischen
S schott die reinigung
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Reim gung pharaohs
Reini
nacar ak wiss gottmgen
gi5ttingen 1957 no 3 p 67
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documents 130 though the content of the text clearly shows that
it was meant for the king alone instead of bearing the name
of a particular king it refers only to pharaoh indicating that
3
or for
it was a stereotyped text that any old king could use 130
that matter anybody else since private owners of such texts
sometimes put their own names right inside the cartouche re117
113
137
alone113
served at all times for the king s name alone
the gods of egypt are now being studied in the light of
this strangely fluid nature of individual identity we find that
divine epithets were freely passed around among the gods who
fused with each other just as easily as they fused with their
earthly representatives 138 with syncretism a basic part of his
the egyptian s spiritual makeup from the earliest times 139
it would now appear that the gods of egypt were not unique
personalities at all but variously interpreted vieldeutzge
vieldeutige
representatives of powers which stood in the closest relationship to each other and could be widely substituted for each
other 140 they fuse and break up
ulp
uip
tip like colonies of cells with
it
complete indifference to maintaining their individual pecu
becu
liari
liarities
ilari
lianties
iian
lian
ilan ties 141 in fact E winter maintains that the grundtypen
of the gods are so few and so colorless that without inscriptions to guide us we would be at a loss to identify various gods
and kings in the temple reliefs or to discover what they were
supposed to be doing 142
the best hold on such slippery stuff lies in the study of rites
and ordinances which are visible and tangible it is remarkable
for example how much egyptian ritual can be treated under
the heading of initiation miss thausing has gone all out for
the book of the dead as a guide peg
wegweiser
Veg welser to the initiate
both in this world and the next both in the temple and the
grave where everything is but the symbol of the way of initiation 143 As she puts it the way of the soul in the other
world corresponds to the steps in an earthly initation
imitation
rough
ini tation A ffirough
cf schott abwehr des bosen p 9
1151
1351
1151bid
ibid
bid p 68
11

3

schott reinigung
Phara ohs p 8
Reini gung pharaohs
ap 166 70 n 2
bergman ich bin isis pp
zurn Verst
zum
andnis des synkretismus
H bonnet
verstandnis
verstandms

p 411
E

otto gott und mensch

ibid

ae2e
E

AZ 75
in AT

1939

p 87

pp
ap 8586
85 86

winter

tempelrellefs
Tempel reliefs in der gr rom zeit in reli
aegypt tempelreliefs
egypto aboe
above n 17 p 121 all of this was noted by de roche
gions en egypte
egyple
egyptologique 3 211 206 208 etc
montele long ago in bibliotheque egyptologlque
montelx
monteix
4
thausing das grosse Toten
buch ap
pp 7f
totenbuch
af 19 21

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1971

33

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [1971], Art. 5

186

which the hierophant had to pass in the temple during the
years of his training 144 how can a mortuary ritual be an
asks prof brandon and assures us in reply
initiatory ritual
that the paradox disappears on analysis since a mortuary
1145
ritual may serve to initiate
into a new form of life 145
whatever the reason the egyptian in his funeral rites was certainly treated as a candidate for initiation he was tested for
purity had to stand judgment in a court had to demonstrate
special knowledge by answering specific questions identifying
objects and giving certain code words at a succession of gates or
doors etc in fact the egyptian word for burial means to initiate one into the mysteries 146 As his ultimate objective the
dead requests permission to enter into the holy of holies of
the temple of heliopolis on the grounds that as an elder
he has been initiated into the deepest secrets of the temple
and knows the stories that explain the various institutional
aspects of the cult 147
bargues defending the traditional view against the rising
barguet
tide of initiationism
ism insists that there is nothing in the book
initiation
of the dead to indicate an initiation for the living 1118 well
that is hardly where one would expect to find such and yet
bargues himself is quick to add in a footnote
barguet
that is
not to say that there was no initiation in egypt on the contrary the formulas of chapters 112
115 prove that there
112115
was he calls attention to chapters in the book of the dead
plainly describing rites performed by the living and for the
living 149 but explains that the living initiates since they were
required to possess special knowledge as all initiates are
must have been priests but the question is not about the rank
of the hierophants
hierophantes but only whether the living were initiated
into the ordinances from the egyptian and mormon point of
view of the question is an academic one since all ordinances
are meant to be of eternal validity and to apply both in this
world and the next after all the fundamental purpose of
ordinances is to bridge the gap between the worlds all are in a
G thausing in mel maspero 1I 40
SGF brandon in CJ bleeker ed initiation p 41
gin
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zais leifestivals
bergman ich gln
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THE BOOK OF BREA
THINGS
breathings

187

sense rites de passage with a foot in either camp that the
egyptian rites were for the living as well as for the dead becomes clearer every day
the purpose of this preliminary chapter is to prepare the
reader to view the book of Brea
things with an uncommitted
breathings
eye feeling under no obligation to stake his eternal salvation
on the egyptology of another day or of any day these things
are always changing if our own book of breathing turns out
to be something very different from professor baer s breathing permit it is not because we presume to question his work
as far as it went but because it is high time to point out with
all due respect that students of the joseph smith papyri have
necessarily overlooked a great deal of very important evidence
much if not most of which has come to light only since they
did their work 150
today scholars are becoming aware of an elaborately interlacing mesh of ancient writings from various far flung centers
of culture and religion which were formerly thought to be
completely independent and disconnected productions these
support and explain each other in strange and surprising ways
and right in the center of the great complex is the book of
Brea
things the reality and significance of this phenomenon
breathings
the importance of which can not be overestimated
over estimated we hope to
make apparent in the commentary which follows
among others insisting that intensive study and reevaluation of these
subjects is long overdue are P munro in AT
AZ 8674 G thausing gr toteno
totenb
orschung
p 3 H brunner in archev
archiv f orientforschung
23 118 W helck rituals
orient ors
ort chung 25
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