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A NOTE ON
DAY OF THE LAMANITE

VALOY EATONBATON

I1 painted this painting because of my extreme interest in
the indian placement program of the church the boy on the
left the one kneeling is my foster son jerry plummer a nav-
ajo frcmfram gallup new mexico he has been part of our family
for four years during wlwhichil

i ch time we have been amazed at the
progress he has made as a priesthood holder in the church and
a potential leader of his people the boy in the middle verdi
stone from arizona was chosen for the painting because of
his classic features andhisanahisand his fine spiritual attitude the boy on
the right david bona is a friend of mine from my ward

I1 have a love and respect for the indian people having
been raised in eastern utah near the ute reservation and hav-
ing spent the summer of 1964 living with and working with the
youth in a recreation camp for the ute tribe

one of my most enjoyable duties was to load some of these
young people into a bus and drive them to MIA on tuesday
evenings it was most inspiring to watch them stand and re-
cite the MIA theme that year which was the promise given to
the lamanitesLamanites by moroni in the book of mormon

and when ye shall receive these things I1 would exhort you
that ye would ask god the eternal father in the name of
christ if these things are not true and if ye shall ask with a
sinceresincere heart with real intent having faith in christ he will
manifest the truth of it unto you by the power of the holy
ghost

the indian people in general have a simple spiritual out-
look on life and seem to be very teachable and humble I1 think
it is obvious that they are starting to realize the great promisepromises3
which the lord has given them this is the reason I1 chose the
title of my painting to be day of the lamanite

this painting won the purchase award at the 1970 annual festival of mormon
arts at brigham young university
valoy eaton a BYU graduate in art is on sabbatical leave from granite
school district in salt lake city where he teaches art
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