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Indians from Southeastern Idaho Reservations 1897." 
collection is part of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Reco 
Group, listed simply as SEI. I have identified these pie 
tures as taken by Benedicte Wrensted. That this small p · 
of her work survived and ended up in the Natio 
Archives is one of the many puzzles which surrounds h 
collection of photos. No one knows how, when or why 
they got there. 

I found this collection in 19841 when I was looking f 
photographs of the Great Basin Indians to be used in th 
Handbook of North American Indians (D'Azevedo, 1986). 
The pictures were so captivating that even though the 
were unidentified I had several copies made for possibl 
inclusion in the book. I carried the pictures in my mind' 
eye, and that same year I ran across a number of relat 

(Fig.I) Benedicte Wrensted. Left, probably a self-portrait, which adver
tises her studio in Horsens at Torvet 8. The printed signature may be 
her own handwriting. The picture was taken 1891 -1894. At right a 
portrait taken by Kirsten Lund,5 1888-1889. The discovery of these two 
pictures enabled me to trace B. Wrensted back to Hj0rring and 
Horsens, where her story begins. (Smithsonian Institution, Handboo 
of North American Indians Project: Sherwood Collection). 
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s in the Bannock County Historical Society and 
o Museum of Natural History. These pictures were for 
first time identified on Wrensted's photographic 
ts. Following is the result of nine years of detective 

k during which I have begun to uncover some of her 
ory and bring her work to light. 2 

The Photographer 
edicte Marie Wrensted (Fig. 1), one of Carl and 

e Wrensted's three children, was born on February 
1859, in Hj0rring, Denmark. Benedicte still lived in 

-) The corner house where the Wrensted family rented an apart
t on the second floor from 1860 until the middle of 1870. A baker 

the name Thyrring owned the building and operated his business 
the ground floor. A pretzel can be seen on the facade of the build
. The address varies because one side of the house faces 

egade/Rimmensvejen while the other side faces S0ndergade. 
grapher and date not recorded . (Bangsbo Museum & Arkiv, 
rikshavn) . 

.,. ... ,.,u.u.· g in 1860 according to the census. Sometime with
the next few years the family moved to Frederikshavn. 

There her brother, Peter, was born in March, 1862. First 

-11-



, 
• r ..,. 

t. 
,,, 
c • I ; . 

, . "... ,, ~· 

/II,; J· ' 1 • 

(Fig. 3) A page from the school ledger dated January 1st, 1870 to Ap 
30th, 1881. On 500 unnumbered pages are listed separate classes 
boys and girls. There wen~ a few more girls than boys in this schoo 
but it does not look like there is much difference between the subje 
offered. At that time schooling lasted 7 years, and at the age of 14th 
was a public examination . The result as reported by the school author• 
ities are shown in the illustration . Wrensted would have learned 
Danish, German, history, geography, natural history, art and needl 
craft. Since she was from a coastal city and her father was a captain she 
would also have some knowledge of international affairs. (Flemmin 
Nielsen, 5 February 1993), (Bangsbo Museum & Arkiv, 
Frederikshavn). 
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they lived in a rented apartment near the harbor above a 
baker's family, who lived in and owned the house (Fig. 2). 
Her father was a captain of a merchant ship and probably 
owned his own ship. In the census of 1870 her father is list
ed as owning his own house. 

Benedicte went to the public school in Frederikshavn. 
Only one school record book from the nineteen hundreds 
is preserved. It covers the years 1870-1881, and here 
Benedicte Wrensted miraculously shows up (Fig. 3). The 
record book tells about her achievements in her last school 
year and shows that she was the sixth best of 19 girls in her 
class. She got grades in spelling, writing, arithmetic, read
ing, religion, conduct and general knowledge. She got mg 
(very good) in all subjects except spelling, where she got a 
g (good). At the same time as the examination, she was 
confirmed in the Lutheran Church. 

In the 1880 census in Frederikshavn, Benedicte is listed 
as 20 years old, a member of her fc:1.ther's household, 
unmarried and a Lutheran. Her father must have been suc
cessful, because in 1882 he bought an inn located next to 
the house. It is assumed that he ran this business. In the 
1890 census Carl and Johanne still lived in the home in 
Frederikshavn, but Benedicte is no longer li~ted as belong-

. ing to the household. She is listed, however, as living in 
Hj0rring, unmarried and a member of the Danish 
Lutheran Church, and her position is listed as photogra
pher-assistant. · She is living with her aunt, Charlotte 
Borgen (Fig. 4). It is known from a niece (Helen Wrensted 
Sherwood, December, 1987) that Benedicte learned pho
tography from her aunt sometime during the 1880s. 
Charlotte Borgen herself is listed as a practicing photogra
pher in Frederikshavn in 1891 and 1895-1897 (Vendsyssel 
Tidende 6th March 1891, Ochsner 1986:178). There is no . 
indication that Benedicte had a studio in Frederikshavn, 

-13-



L 

ORV': "L 8. 
"-!O'R.~EN S 

(Fig. 4) Left, Johanne Borg~n Wrensted, Benedicte's mother, an 
Charlotte Borgen, her mother 's sister . Photographed 1891-1894. 
(Smithsonian Institution, Handbook of North American Indians 
Project: Sherwood Collection). 
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