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in the Bannock County Historical Society and
Museum of Natural History. These pictures were for
first time identified on Wrensted's photographic
ants. Following is the result of nine years of detective
k during which I have begun to uncover some of her
ory and bring her work to light.?

, The Photographer

ledicte Marie Wrensted (Fig. 1), one of Carl and
anne Wrensted's three children, was born on February
9, in Hjorring, Denmark. Benedicte still lived in

% The corner house where the Wrensted family rented an apart-
it on the second floor from 1860 until the middle of 1870. A baker
the name Thyrring owned the building and operated his business
he ground floor. A pretzel can be seen on the facade of the build-
. The address varies because one side of the house faces
ynegade/Rimmensvejen while the other side faces Sendergade.
tographer and date not recorded. (Bangsbo Museum & Arkiv,
havn).

g in 1860 according to the census. Sometime with-
the next few years the family moved to Frederikshavn.
ere her brother, Peter, was born in March, 1862. First

it i



(Fig. 3) A page from the school ledger dated January 1st, 1870 to Ag
30th, 1881. On 500 unnumbered pages are listed separate classes
boys and girls. There were a few more girls than boys in this sche
but it does not look like there is much difference between the subje
offered. At that time schooling lasted 7 years, and at the age of 14 th
was a public examination. The result as reported by the school auth
ities are shown in the illustration. Wrensted would have learn
Danish, German, history, geography, natural history, art and need
craft. Since she was from a coastal city and her father was a captain:
would also have some knowledge of international affairs. (Flemmi
Nielsen, 5 February 1993), (Bangsbo Museum & Ark
Frederikshavn).




hey lived in a rented apartment near the harbor above a
aker's family, who lived in and owned the house (Fig. 2).
Her father was a captain of a merchant ship and probably
wned his own ship. In the census of 1870 her father is list-
d as owning his own house.
- Benedicte went to the public school in Frederikshavn.
Only one school record book from the nineteen hundreds
3 preserved. It covers the years 1870-1881, and here
enedicte Wrensted miraculously shows up (Fig. 3). The
scord book tells about her achievements in her last school
ear and shows that she was the sixth best of 19 girls in her
ass. She got grades in spelling, writing, arithmetic, read-
g, religion, conduct and general knowledge. She got mg
ery good) in all subjects except spelling, where she got a
(good). At the same time as the examination, she was
confirmed in the Lutheran Church.

In the 1880 census in Frederikshavn, Benedicte is listed
} 20 years old, a member of her father's household,
nmarried and a Lutheran. Her father must have been suc-
ssful, because in 1882 he bought an inn located next to
house It is assumed that he ran this business. In the
890 census Carl and Johanne still lived in the home in
'f erikshavn, but Benedicte is no longer listed as belong-
g to the household. She is listed, however, as living in
jerring, unmarried and a member of the Danish
utheran Church, and her position is listed as photogra-
oher-assistant. She is living with her aunt, Charlotte

rgen (Fig. 4). It is known from a niece (Helen Wrensted
herwood, December, 1987) that Benedicte learned pho-
graphy from her aunt sometime during the 1880s.
harlotte Borgen herself is listed as a practicing photogra-
ter in Frederikshavn in 1891 and 1895-1897 (Vendsyssel
idende 6th March 1891, Ochsner 1986:178). There is no
idication that Benedicte had a studio in Frederikshavn,
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(Fig. 4) Left, Johanne Borgen Wrensted, Benedicte's mother,
Charlotte Borgen, her mother's sister. Photographed 1891-18%
(Smithsonian Institution, Handbook of North American Indian
Project: Sherwood Collection).
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