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the colesvillelesvilleCo branch
and the coming forth
of the book of mormon

LARRY C PORTER

with the many branch ward and stake organizations which
currently bedeck the international scene of mormonism it is
understandable that the activities of a small branch of saints
at colesvilleCo lesville broome county new york could have been
virtually forgotten with the passage of time yet at the close
of 1830 it was one of some five principal branches serving as
focal points for the gathering of the faithful in the new
church fayette seneca county new york served as the
headquarters of the church while other branches existed at
colesvilleColesville kirtland and mentor geaugageaugh county ohio and
warrensvilleWarrensville cayahogaCayahoga county ohio 1 the Colesville branch
was personally inaugurated by the prophet joseph smith and
its membership played a significant role in the initial years of
the new dispensation drawn by joseph s affirmation of com-
municationmunication with the heavens and the supportive evidences con-
tained in the book of mormon the colesvillelesvilleCo saints gave
impetus to the missionary zeal of the restoration and provided
elements of needed leadership for the rapidly expanding faith

A local account places joseph smith in the new york
pennsylvania border region shortly after 1818 as a participartica

mr porter is a doctoral candidate inin history of religion at brigham young
university he isis on leave from the department of seminaries and institutes
where he has served as a teacher principal and district coordinator and cur-
rently lives on the martin harris farm in palmyra new york

journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
december 31 1831 located in the LDS church historian s office salt lake
city utah
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pant in a lumbering enterprise 2 however joseph s own narra-
tive first places him in the area in october 1825 employed by
one josiah stoat 3 mr stowell s farm bordered the sus-
quehannaquehanna river some two miles south of the village of south
bainbridge now afton chenangoChenango county new york he
had professedly identified an area near the village of har-
mony in the township of harmony now oakland township
susquehanna county pennsylvania about three miles below
the new york line where

a company of spaniards a long time since when the
country was uninhabited by white settlers excavated from the
bowels of the earth ore and coined a large quantity of money
after which they secured the cavity and evacuated leaving a
part still inin the cave purposing to return at some distant
period 4

having been previously unsuccessful discovering the where-
abouts of the mine 5 mr stowell had hired a number of work-
men to assist him in seeking for the purported treasure in
1825 he was desirous of securing joseph s services on account
of having heard that he possessed certain means by which he
could discern things invisible to the natural eye 6 as he hadbad
heard while visiting a relative simpson stowell at palmyra
new york he offered 14 per month to joseph 7 who in-
itially demurred but the insistence of mr stowell and the
prospect of good wages apparently prompted him and his
father to go to the site on the susquehanna according to the

emliyemilymily C blackman history of susquehanna county pennsylvania phila-
delphia 1873 p 577

joseph smith journal history of the church documentary history
of the church MSS located in LDS church historian s office book alA l1
p 7 see also joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints ed BH roberts salt lake city 1902 vol 1 p 17 commonly
called documentary history of the church hereafter cited as dhcjDHC in the
original manuscript stoaletoal is also spelled stowel with a single 11 I official
records inin the chenangoChenango county new york clerk s and surrogate I1 s offices
spell the name with a double 1 I stowell the writer will adopt this latter
form stowell

latter day saints messenger and advocate kirtland october 1835
p 201 on august 14 1968 the writer personally examined the excavation
which isis east of flat brook and northeast of the mckune cemetery which
according to local residents was the site of this early digging there isis a de-
pression there although it is obscured by heavy underbrush

james H smith history of chenangoChenango and madison counties new york
syracuse 1880 ppap 153154153 154 this account calls josiah isaiah which is

incorrect
lucy smith history of the prophet joseph salt lake cac1cityty 1902 p 91

wraTrawyaeraserssersseys magazine new series vol 7 february 1873 p 229 DHC
vol 3 p 29
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THE COLESVILLE BRANCH 367

terms of a purported articles of agreement josiah stowell
calvin stowell william hale charles newton william 1I
wiley the widow harper mrs oliver harper joseph
smith sr joseph smith jr john F shephard elihu stowell
and john grant were to receive designated shares of any
wealth realized from the venture 8

isaac hale states that joseph smith jr and the other
money diggers arrived at harmony in november 1825 and

boarded at his place during the course of their mining oper-
ation he further attested that after a short time they
became discouraged and soon after dispersed this took place
about the 17th of november 1825 9 joseph described these
procceedingsprocceedings when he asserted that after I1 went to live with
him stowell he took me with the rest of his hands to dig
for the silver mine at which I1 continued to work for nearly
a month without success inin our undertaking and finally I1
prevailed with the old gentleman to cease digging after it 10

while at the hale home joseph became very much attract-
ed to a daughter emma who was similarly drawn to him of
this attraction isaac hale reported that after

the conclusion of the digging young smith made sever-
al visits at my house and at length asked my consent to his
marrying my daughter emma this I1 refused and gave him
my reasons for so doing some of which were that he was
a stranger and followed a business that 1I could not approve
he then left the place 11

the resulting distant courtship terminated some fourteen
months later on january 18 1827 with their elopement and
marriage in south bainbridge new york in a ceremony per-
formed by one squire tarbill tarble 12

between the time of his lodghodglodginging at the hale home and his
eventual marriage joseph worked for josiah stowell who also

susquehanna pa journal march 20 1880 citdt the salt lake daily
tribune april 23 1880

the susquehanna register montrose may 1 1834
10dhcDHC vol 1 p 17 the old gentleman josiah stowell would have

been fifty five years of age at the time
the susquehanna register may 1 1834
12dhcDHC vol 1 p 17 the writer believes that the spelling of tarbill

may well prove to be tarbell or tarble names prominent inin the area it
is also possible that the squire tarbill sought is esq zachariah tarble who
was in the locality at the right time but the connecting link if any must yet
be established
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operated saw mills on the susquehanna river and owned
holdings which numbered in the hundreds of acres 13 A most
interesting personal sketch of mr stowell portrays him as
follows

deacon isaiah josiah stowell a man of much
force of character of indomitable will and well fitted as
a pioneer in the unbroken wilderness that this country pos-
sessed at the close of the last century he was one of the ver-
mont sufferers who for defective titles consequent on the
forming a new state from a part of massachusetts in 1791
received wild lands in bainbridge he had been educated
inin the spirit of orthodox puritanism and was officially con-
nected with the first presbyterian church of the town organ-
ized by rev mr chapin he was a very industrious exemp-
lary man and by severe labor and frugality had acquired
surroundings that excited the envy of many of his less for-
tunate neighbors he had at this time grown up sons and
daughters to share his prosperity and the honors of his
name 14

joseph smith also worked as a laborer for joseph knight
sr whose residence was approximately three and one half
miles southwest of the stowell place 15 the knight home was
situated on the south side also referred to as the east side
of the susquehanna river opposite the village of nineveh
near the colesvilleColesville bridge colesvilleCo lesville township new york 16

mr knight operated a farm a gristmillgrist mill and a carding
machine the carding mill was on the susquehanna about

see land deeds identified in the grantee and grantor indices chenangoChenango
county books 5 series 1 SZS Z2 179818741798 1874 ppap 222422302224 2230 in a cursory sur-
vey of deeds the writer found over 800 acres purchased by josiah stowell in
chenangoChenango county new york

the chenangoChenango union norwich new york may 2 1877
an excellent description of the physical layout of the joseph knight

sr property is furnished in the following account
just opposite of nineveh on the east side of the river on what isis now

known as the scott or henry P bush farm in a little old gray frame house
lived a poor man named knight who worked hard to sustain his little family
at the outlet of pickerel lake on this farm knight had a carding mill the
dam trenches and racewaysraceways being still visible in this mill knight toiled from
day to day to eke out the scanty supply for his little ones some distance west
of the carding mill on a slight riserise of ground stands an old bambarn in which
smith later preached to his disciples giving forth his doctrines and revealing
the new truth

jacob morris papers 1656 newspaper clipping dated thursday aug
16 1888 located in the olin research library cornell university

hamilton child gazetteer and business directory of chenangoChenango county
NYNX for 1869701869 70 syracuse 1869 p 82 broome republican binghamton
may 5 1831
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THE COLESVILLE BRANCH 369

two miles above centre village Co lesville township broome
county 17

in his journal newel knight the second son of joseph
knight recounted the hiring of joseph smith and the subse-
quent telling of his experiences with the plates containing the
book of mormon to the knights

the business inin which my father was engaged often
required him to have hired help and amongtheamong the many from
time to time employed was a young man by the name of
joseph smith jun to whom I1 was particularly attached
his noble deportment his faithfulness and his kind address
could not failfallgalifali to win the esteem of those who had the plea-
sure of his acquaintance this chosen instrument told us
of god s manifestations to him of the discovery and receiving
of the plates from which the book of mormon was trans-
lated of his persecutions for the gospel s sake and many
other items of his eventful life 18

joseph knight jr gave an expanded picture of his father s

holdings
C

and the family s acquaintance with joseph and the
gold book

my father moved to chenangoChenango co york state in decem-
ber 1808 in a few years june 24 1811 he bought a farm
on the susquehanna river inin broome co 20 miles above the
great bend built a grist mill and two carding machines 1I
was raised to work inin them my father bought three other
farms and hired many hands inin 1827 182611826 hebe hired joseph
smith joseph and I1 worked and slept together my father
said joseph was the best hand he ever hired we found him
a boy of truth he was about 21 years of age I1 think it was inin
november he made known to my father and 1I that he had
seen a vision that a personage had appeared to him and
told him where there was a gold book of ancient date buried
and if he would follow the directions of the angel he would
get it we were told it inin secret I1 being the youngest son my
two elder brothers nahum and newell did not believe in
such things my father and I1 believed what he told us 19

newel knight journals 180018451800 1845 318 located in LIDSLDS church
historian s office newel knight s journal scraps of bioblobiographyraphy tenth
book of the faith promoting series juvenile instructor office salt lake city
1883 p 47 HP smith history of broome county syracuse 1885 p 332
the broome county new york census for 1825 designates joseph knight
sr as operating one of the two carding machines listed in colesvilleCo lesville town-
ship

scraps of biography ppap 47 48
joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 compiled by T

thomas bullock from loose sheets in joseph knight s possession august 16
1862 located in LDSLIDSlloslios church historian s office this is joseph knight
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both the townships of Co lesville and bainbridge tradition-
ally claim that joseph smith attended school in their respective
districts at some juncture during his residency there 2021 if indeed
this was the case it is interesting to note the possible curricu-
lum for Co lesville as suggested by the report of the commis-
sioners of schools of the town of colesvilleCo lesville signed september
26 1826 the books most inin use in the common schools of
our town are the following viz webster s & crandal s

spelling books testaments english readers walker s dict-
ionarytionary daboll s arithmetic flint s surveying and wood
bridges & wilett s geographies 21

apparently joseph smith s labors with joseph knight sr
were seasonal or at least sporadic as he was again in the hire
of josiah stowell at the time of his wedding in 1827 joseph
states that we were married while I1 was yet employed inin
the service of mr stoaletoal immediately after my marriage
I1 left sr stoaletoal s and went to my father s manchester ontario
county new york and farmed with him that season 22

the extent to which joseph s close friends and confidentsconfidants
had prior knowledge of the time appointed for his securing
the golden plates as being september 22 1827 is rather
obscure but it seems obvious that both knight and stowell
journeyed to manchester about that time with a decided pur-
pose inin mind

so far at least was the elder knight taken into the proph-
ets confidence that he purposely so arranged his affairs as
to be at the smith residence near manchester at the time
the plapiaplatespiatestes of the book of mormon were given into joseph s

possession 23

josiah stowell and joseph knight sr came to the smith
home on september 20 and tarried several days becoming
primary witnesses to that momentous occasion although lucy
smith s account suggests that they were not appraised of

jr s account broome county deeds liber 53 ppap 363736 37 newel knight re-
versed his initial skepticism and became an outstanding leader in the early
church organization however nahum continued his reluctance to accept the
tenants of joseph smith

child gazetteer and business directory of chenangoChenango county p 82
chighichildid states that joseph attended school in district no 9 H P smith bistorhistorhistory3

of broome county p 332
school reports 181318671813 1867 broome county courthouse binghamton

new york
22dhcDHC vol 1 p 17

23ibid p 47
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THE CO LESVILLE BRANCH 371

joseph s going to the hill cumorah and were even making
preparations to leave 2421 she also states that it was mr knight s

horse and wagon which were used to transport the plates from
the hill cumorah to their initial hiding place in the birch log
and some two days later it was joseph knight sr and josiah
stowell who were among those summoned to go in search of
the three ruffians who beset joseph when he retreived the
plates from an endangered situation 2 5

in december 1827 when local persecution necessitated
joseph s removal from manchester to his father in law s home
in harmony pennsylvania the prophet maintained his associ-
ations in colesvilleCo lesville and vicinity his friends there gave him
material assistance in sustaining his immediate needs joseph
knight sr recorded

I1 left my father joseph knight sr purchased a building
spot adjoining my father s and began to work for myself and
nearly ready to build a large house joseph had commenced
to translate the plates he told my father he wanted fifty
dollars my father could not raiseraise it he then came to me the
same day I1 sold my house lot and sent him a one horse wagon
father and I1 often went to see him and carry him something
to live upon at last oliver cowdery came to write for him
then he got along faster 2266

in addition to the foodstuffs joseph knight sr also furnished
joseph and oliver with some of the paper upon which the
original copy of the book of mormon was first written 27 on
one of his visits to harmony in may 1829 joseph knight sr
became the subject of a revelation through the prophet which
admonished him that no one can assist inin this work except
he shall be humble and full of love having faith hope and
charity being temperate in all things whatsoever shall be en-
trusted to his care 2 the work of translation would have been
seriously curtailed had it not been for the assistance of these
discerning friends

smith history of the prophet joseph p 100
ibid ppap 100106100 106

joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 p 1 the road
distance from the knight farm opposite nineveh new york to joseph
smith s home in harmony pennsylvania was about twenty miles

preston nibley joseph knight was a friend of the prophet joseph
smith church news september 10 1955

doctrine and covenants 128 salt lake city the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints 1954 hereafter cited as D & cac1C
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in early june 1829 joseph smith and oliver cowdery
moved to the peter whitmer sr home inin fayette new york
at his invitation here the translation was completed the witn-
esses called and by march 26 1830 the book of mormon
made available to the public on april 6 1830 the church
of jesus christ was organized inin the whitmer s log home at
fayette without a list of those who attended the proceedings
the writer has been unable to determine if any of the people
from broome or chenangoChenango counties participated in the events
of that day joseph knight jr states definitely that my
father joseph knight sr was not there 10 however in
that same month april 1830 joseph smith made a special
visit to the home of joseph knight sr at colesvillelesvilleCo in a
missionary endeavor

mr knight and his family were universalists but were
wiwillingilingailing to reason with me upon my religious viewsviews and were
as usual friendly and hospitable we held several meetings
inin the neighborhood we had many friends and some enemies
our meetings were well attended and many began to pray
vocally to almighty god that he would give them wisdom
to understand the truth amongst those who attended our
meetings regularly was newel knight son of joseph
knight 31

newel knightknialit was the first inin his family and apparently
the first of the colesvillelesvilleCo saints to accept the new gospel dur-
ing the last week in may 1830 liehelleile visited at fayette where
he was baptized by david whitmer 3212 soon after the first con-
ference of the church held june 9 1830 at the whitmer
farm joseph smith returned to colesvillelesvilleCo accompanied by his
wife emma oliver cowdery john whitmer and david whit-
mer

the sabbath arrived june 27 1830 we held our meet-
ing oliver cowdery preached others bore testimony to the
book of mormon the doctrine of repentance baptism for
the remissionremission of sinssins and the laying on of hands for the gift
of the holy ghost etc early on monday morning june
28 18301185011830 oliver cowdery proceeded to baptize emma smith
Hezehezekiahklahkiah peck and wife martha long joseph knight and

DHC vol 1 ppap 487648 76 the wayne sentinel palmyra march 26
1830

w0 joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 p 1

DHC3dhc vol 1 ppap 818281 82
12 12scrapsscraps of biography p 52
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THE colesvilleLESVILLECO BRANCH 373

wife polly peck william Stringstringhamhain joseph knight jun
aaron culver and wife hannah peck levi hall polly

and 1l33knight julia stringham

although not named in the above account there were
others baptized on june 28 1830 esther knight stringham
daughter of joseph knight sr was baptized with her parents
and her husband william stringham 34 sally coburn knight
wife of newel knigmtknight was also baptized at this time how-
ever her baptismal date is listed as june 29 1830 june 28
a tuesday which would have been the day following josephs
arrest 35 anna knight de mill daughter of joseph knight
sr and wife of freeborn de mill was similarly baptized on
june 29 1830 june 28 36 it should also be noted here that a
short time afterwards emily coburn sister of sally coburn
knight was baptized over the strenuous objections of her
father amasa coburn and the rev mr shearer of the presby-
terian faith 37

joseph knight jr relates that the baptisms of june 28
were accompanied by disruptive events

when we were going from the water we were met
by many of our neighbors pointing at us and asking if we
had been washing sheep before joseph could confirm us he
was taken by the officers to chenangoChenango co south bain-
bridge for trial for saying that the book of mormon was
a revelation from god my father employed two lawyers

james davidson and john reid to plead for him and
cleared him that night our wagons were turned over and
wood piled on them and some sunk in the water rails were
piled against our doors and chains sunk inin the stream and a
great deal of mischief done before joseph got to my father s

ibid ppap 535553 55 utah genealogical magazine vol 26 1935195519351955 p 108
vol 27 1936 ppap 787978 79 DHC vol 1 p 88 lists a levilev hale rather than
the levi hall named by newel knight the writer believes that levi hall
is correct

utah genealogical magazine vol 26 1935 p 148
messenger and advocate october 18341854 p 12 oliver cowdery editor

of the messenger and advocate remembered the date as being june 29 1830
however the baptisms were performed on monday morning monday would
have fallen on june 28 the writer believes that there is a dating error here
and that sally knight was baptized on the same day as her husband monday
june 28 1830

letter of elsie mcgee to preston nibley october 3 1955 located in
the joseph knight letter file LDS church historian s office

scraps of biography p 54 emily coburn later denied the faith and
was author of a book on mormonism emily M austin mormonism or
lijelifeuff among the cormonsmormons madison 1882

9
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house he was taken again to be tried in broome co father
employed the same lawyers who cleared him there 38

the confirmation of the new saints so rudely interrupted
by the constable was subsequently accomplished newel
knight and his wife sally visited joseph smith in harmony in
early august 1830 and with emma were confirmed members
of the church the remaining confirmations were completed
on august 29 1830 when joseph hyrum smith and john and
david whitmer visited Co lesville that evening we assembled
the church and confirmed them partook of the sacrament
and held ay3ya happy meeting

one report says that on september 6 1830 freeborn de
mill husband of anna knight de mill was baptized by hy-
rum smith and confirmed by joseph smith at colesvillelesvilleCo 40

however another source lists his baptism at september 26
1830 41 if the second date is correct this would conceivably
place him in fayette for the first day of the second conference
of the church where A number were baptized and the word
of the lord prevailed 4212 the minutes of this conference which
assembled at the whitmer farm september 262826 28 1830 lists
the whole membership of the church as sixty two they also
note that newel knight was ordained a priest under the hand
of brother oliver cowdery 43

newel knight reports that soon after this conference

brother hyrum smith wife jerusha bardenharden and fam-
ily lovina and mary came to Co lesville to live with me
but most of his time as also that of my own was spent inin
the villages around preaching the gospel wherever we could
find any who would listen to us either inin public or private
A few believed and were baptized on the l4th14thlath of october
brother hyrum smith and I1 held a meeting at my uncle heze-
kiah peck s at this meeting four persons came forward

joseph kinghfskinghts incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 p 2 DHC vol
1 ppap 888988 89 the writer would like to pursue the nature of the south bain-
bridge and colesvilleCo lesville trials at a future time

scraps of biography ppap 626462 64 DHC vol 1 ppap 106109106 109
issa M R teeples stapley complcimplcompl de mille family history and gene-

alogy 1953 p 37
early church information file the genealogical society salt lake

city utah
DHC vol 1 p 118

far west record the conference minutes and record book of christ s

church of latter day saints p 2 located in the LDS historian s office
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THE colesvilleLESVILLECO BRANCH 375

and manifested their desire to forsake all serve their god
in humility and obey the requirement of the gospel 44

A few days afterward still in october 1830 newel knight
and hyrum smith called on another of newel s uncles his
mother s brother ezekial peck both ezekial and his wife
electa buck embraced the gospel and were baptized 45 eliza-
beth knight daughter of joseph knight sr was baptized at
colesvillelesvilleCo by hyrum smith on november 1 1830 she was
then thirteen years of age and said to have been the youngest
member to be baptized up to that time 4641

orson pratt was ordained an elder at fayette by joseph
smith on december 1 1830 and sent on his first mission
to colesvillelesvilleCo to labor with hyrum smith and newel knight
he returned that same month to fayette accompanied by hy-
rum 47 the brother of martin harris emer harris living at
or near windham luzerne county pennsylvania was contact-
ed and apparently baptized by hyrum smith and newel
knight on february 10 18318311851 411

in january 1831 jared carter set out on a business trip
of several weeks and stopped at the home of john peck a
brother of hezekiah peck and polly peck knight in lisle
township broome county john was opposed to the work of
joseph smith but allowed jared to examine a copy of the
book of mormon

after reading a while inin the book of mormon and
praying earnestly to the lord that he would show me the
truth of the book I1 became immediately convinced that it
was a revelation of god & it had such an influence on my
mind that I1 had no mind to pursue my business on visiting
the church of christ at colesvilleCo lesville & having an interview
with them I1 felt it my duty to separate from babalonbabalion stcjicsic
and be baptized accordingly I1 was baptized by hyrum smith
about the 20th of february for the remission of sins & as I1

was baptized I1 felt the influences of the spirit of god for
as I1 seeped out of the water I1 was wrapped in the spirit both
soul & body even so that the chill of the cold water was
taken ffromrom me 4414114

scraps of biography ppap 656665 66
mabutahmah genealogical magazine vol 27 1936 ppap 787978 79
ibid vol 26 1935 p 150
journal history december 1 1830
early church information file the genealogical society scraps of bi-

ographyography ppap 656665 66
jared carter journals 183018341830 1834 located in LDS church historian s

office

11

Porter: The Colesville Branch and the Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1970



376

there are others who affiliated with the colesvillelesvilleCo branch
at this time but the date and circumstances of their baptisms
are still unidentified josiah stowell has always intrigued the
writer he was obviously a leading figure in the affairs of
that branch yet the details of his baptism or his reasons for
not accompanying the eventual move to ohio have eluded us
whether his extensive holdings family or condition of age

he was sixty one years old precluded his removal is difficult
to discern there is one account which bears additional investi-
gation however in a sworn statement given march 27 1903
by one sally ann beardsley she says 1 I remember of the time
when the followers of smith including deacon josiah stowell
went away it was said they were going to the promised
land 10 if the account is accurate perhaps it is possible that
josiah did go with the saints for a short season however the
land deeds of chenangoChenango county do not reflect a move to ohio
but rather a removal to nearby tioga county new york

in a series of land sales over an extended period of years
josiah stowell sr sold his holdings inin chenangoChenango county and
made new purchases in tioga county in an indenture made
on august 30 1833 he purchased sixty five acres on the north
side of the susquehanna river in the town township of
tioga tioga county new york the deed names him as a
resident of the town of tioga1tioga1 his wife mariam bridgeman
stowell died in smithborosmithbornSmithboro tioga county new york septem-
ber 23 1833 at the age of sixty52sixty12sixty 5212 on june 28 1839 josiah
is identified as an inhabitant of the town of barton and
county of tioga an indenture made on february 3 1844
refers to him as being of chemung in the county of che-
mung and state of new york 34 he is reported to have died
at smithborosmithbornSmithboro but no death date is mentioned

that josiah stowell sr did not lose his ardor for the
faith isis attested to in a letter written by a member of the
church martha L campbell to joseph smith at the instiga

jacob morris papers 16516566
deed book 29 p 478 tioga county courthouse oswego new york the

deed books of tioga county contain many land transactions of josiah stowell
sr and his children particularly josiah stowell jr and horace stowell

2stowell stowell genealogy ppap 220250220230220 230250
deed book 63 p 107 chenangoChenango county office building norwich

new york
deed book 85 chenangoChenango county office building norwich new york

5stowell stowell genealogy p 229
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tion of brother stowell dated elmira chemung county new
york december 19 1843 it reads as follows

brother smith by the request of brother stowell I1 now
set down to write you he is quite unwell & isis some times
fearfullfearfullyfearfull that he cannot stand it through the winter & wishes
me to say to you that he wants your prayers & the prayers
of all the saints for the recovery of his health to in able him
to gether among the saints & he also wishes to know if you
could receive him as a brother he says he shall come out to
nauvoo next spring if he lives & has health to indureendure the
journey he says if he remains as well as at present he shall
venture to start he says he never staggard at the founda-
tion of the work for he knew to mutch concerning it if I1 un-
derstoodderstood him wright he was the first person that took the plates
out of your hands the morning you brought them in & he
observed blessed isis he that seeth & says he has seen & believed

he gave me strict chur charge to say to you his faith
isis good concercencerconcerningning the work 0off I1 the lord he has ever mani-
fested good feeling toward you and your fathers family &
also the church we do earnestly solicit your prayers for
us in regard to our health & also to besechbebech the lord for us
that he may open the way for us to come up to zion the
next season for to meet with the saints would be a delicious
morsel OG

whether the state of josiah stowell s health or word of the
death of joseph smith june 27 1844 were the factors which
precluded his going to nauvoo isis presently an unknown per-
haps even death denied him the delicious morsel which he
sought

not all of the early converts of the colesvillelesvilleCo branch
stayed faithful to their covenants or remained with the coles
ville group reed peck turned antagonistic towards mormon-
ism during the missouri period and witnessed against the
saints at a trial in richmond missouri in november 1838 he
was subsequently excommunicated from the church at a con-
ference in quincy illinois march 17 1839 W7 peck prepared a
strong anti mormon treatise containing his observations of the
mormon conflict in missouri which manuscript was extensive-
ly quoted by lu B cake in his examination of the rudiments

letter of martha L campbell to joseph smith jr december 19 18431845
josiah stowell papers located in LDS church historlhistorianhistoryan s office martha

1L campbell was a member of the LDS church at elmira new york having
been baptized at that place on august 9 1835 under the ministrations of elders
evan al greene and john young jr see journal history july 6 1835

DHC vol 3 ppap 209210209 210 284
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of mormonism As late as augustauaust 28 1862 he was living
in cortlandvilleCortlandville cortland county new york when he pur-
chased his son presson s land in the township of afton 539

there helieite died august 23 1894 and his wife clarissaclarissa00ciarissa00 was
later buried with him in the east afton cemetery although
he chose to disassociate himself fromfronigromfront the church reed peck s

father mother brother and sister continued with the saints
to nauvoo benjamin slade was another member of the
colesvillelesvilleCo branch who left the church and became a witness
for the state of missouri in the prosecution of the brethren at
richmond on january 13 1857 he and his wife roeana
roxa were listed as residents of the township of guilford

chenangoChenango county new york aaron slade jr went to
buffalo with the mormonscormons enroute for nauvoo but returned
and settled on the chemung 4

baptismal records are not available for others we associate
with the colesvilleCo lesville saints identified as a member of the
branch inin missouri in september 1833183518531855 clark slade is probably
one of the original broome chenango saints philip slade
and his wife eliza who may or may not have been associated
with mormonism are suspects they resided in chenangoChenango
township and were disposing of property in the village of
binghamton on march 2 1831 phebe crosby peck affiliated
with the colesvilleCo lesville branch her husband benjamin brother

lu B cake old mormon manuscript found peepstonePe epstone joe exposed
new york 1899 the original peck manuscript isis located inin the huntington

library san marino california
deed book 113 p 404 chenangoChenango county office building norwich new

york
reed peck married clarissa M peck and they were the parents of four

sons presson R frank F charles D george W and a daughter kate reed
peck file no 3852 petition of presson R peck october 14 1896 surrogate s
court chenangoChenango county office buildtbuildibuildingng norwich new york letter of presson
R peck to the hon albert F gladding norwich new york sept 29 1896
located inin file no 3852

reed peck file no 3852 petition of presson R peck october 14
1896 alice payne garden mrs henry chairman genealogical research com-
mittee new york state conference of the national society daughters of the
tkmericanamerican revolution complcompicimpl unpublished cemetery church and town
records etc 193019311930 1931 vol 1 p 9 located inin the guernsey memorial
library norwich new york

utah genealogical magazine vol 27 1936 ppap 787978 79
DHC vol 3 ppap 209210209 210
smith history of chenangoChe nango and madison counties neu york p 141

newel knight journals 180018451800 1845 318
deed book 13 p 462 broome county courthouse binghamton new

york the writer has not yet discovereddisco ered the relationship between the respective
slades named above
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THE CO LESVILLE BRANCH 379

of hezekiah peck died april 30 1829 prior to the organiz-
ation of the church later in missouri in about 1833 phebe
married joseph knight sr following the death of his first
wife polly peck knight 67

attempts are yet being made by the writer to trace a num-
ber of other prospective members of the Co lesville organiz-
ation among them a mr kimball who lived and carried
on sugar making about one half mile from my joseph hervy
home I1 was often in his shop people said that when smith
passed through the adjoining valley kimball joined them 68

the third conference of the church was convened at the
home of peter whitmer sr in fayette on january 2 1831
at that gathering the prophet joseph smith advanced a revela-
tion from the lord which vitally affected the entire colesvillelesvilleCo
membership wherefore for this cause I1 give unto you
the commandment that ye should go to the ohio and there I1
will give unto you my law and there you shall be endowed
with power from on high ii of this revolutionary an-
nouncementnouncement newel knight simply states

it was at this conference that we were instructed as a
people to begin the gathering of israel and a revelation
was given to the prophet on this subject

having returned home from conference inin obedience to
the commandment which had been given 1I together with
the colesvilleCo lesville branch began to make preparations to go to
ohio As might be expected we were obliged to make
great sacrifices of our property the most of my time was
occupied inin visiting the brethren and helping to arrange their
affairs so that we might travel together in one company 70

in the midst of these preparations hyrum smith presiding
elder of the colesvillelesvilleCo branch received the following com-
municationmunication from the prophet dated kirtland ohio march
3 1831

my dearly beloved brother hyrum I1 have had much con
cirnairncirnairn sic about you but I1 always remember you inin my prayers
calling upon god to keep you safe inin spite of men or devils
I1 think you had better come into this country immediately
for the lord has commanded us that we should call the elders

utah genealogical magazine vol 26 1935 ppap ios108los108109109log vol 27
193619561936 p 79

the oneonta herald oneonta new york january 18 1900
D & C 3832
scraps of biography p 68

15

Porter: The Colesville Branch and the Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1970



380

of this church to gether sic unto this place as sognsoonsoon as
possible 71

in response to this directive hyrum went to kirtland leaving
newel knight to supervise preparations for removal within
the branch indicative of the vast amount of preparation re-
quired to move a body of people are a sampling of the land
transactions which were necessitated

freeborn de mill disposed of thirty six acres on march 1

1831 and some twentyfivetwenty five acres on july 16 1830 the latter
undoubtedly by proxy rl12 aaron culver sold one hundred acres
on march 9 1831 71 in an indenture dated march 9 1831
newel knight sold the sixty acres which he had acquired from
his father joseph knight sr in 1828 774 joseph knight sr
apparently had some difficulty selling his land and was re-
quired to secure the services of an attorney william M water-
man the may 5 1831 broome republican bears this notice

FOR SALE THE farm lately occupied by joseph knight
situate in the town of colesvillelesvilleCo near the colesvillelesvilleCo bridge
bounded on one side by the susquehanna river and contain-
ing about one hundred and forty two acres on said farm
are two dwelling houses a good barn and a fine orchard
the terms of the sale will be liberal apply to

wm M watermanwaterman7575

newel was aided by his young brother joseph jr who in
early april of 1831 went on foot among certain of the breth-
ren to alert them concerning the proposed move 776 the exact
date of departure for the Co lesville saints in their journey to
ohio is difficult to establish it is probable that there was
more than one group on the move at about the same time
ithaca tompkins county new york was evidently the ap-
pointed rendezvous for the respective parties on the road

joseph smith papers located in LDS church historian s office see
also the letter of joseph smith to martin harris dated kirtland february 22
1831 which directs martin to send to colesvilleCo lesville and have either hiram
sicj c or newel to come immediately or both if they can be spared photoprint

of the original in the joseph smith papers apparently newel could not
be spared

deed book 13 p 298 deed book 12 p 448 the latter piece of land was
jointly owned with garrison de mill

JWibid deed book 14 p 299
ibid p 298
broome republican binghamton new york may 5 1831 p 3 micro-

film copy located in the binghamton free library binghamton new york
joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844
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joseph knight jr states that in 1831 we met at ithaca and
came to buffalo together 77

there are some very interesting local accounts of having
witnessed the saints on the move harriet E shay recalls

I1 distinctly remember seeing the followers of joseph
smith jr of mormon fame go by my fathers george clap
pers house on the east side of the susquehanna river in the
town of afton county of chenangoChenango NY between afton
formerly south bainbridge and nineveh on what is now
known as the lewis poole farm

to the best of my recollection there were eight 8 or
ten 10 wagons they were covered like western emigrant
wagons and were drawn by oxen

one reason I1 remember so distinctly of the wagons going
by is from the fact that my uncle cornelius atherton was en-
gaged to be married to betsy peck daughter of hezekiah
peck who with his wife and son reed peck went with the
mormonscormons at that time hezekiah peck forbade the marriage
of betsy and uncle cornelius unless he would join the mor
mons and go with them this uncle cornelius would not do

that day was made impression to me as I1 witnessed the
sorrow of uncle cornelius who was at our house when the
wagon train went by

laisoI1 alsoaiso remember an incident which occurred about the
same time which later became more familiar to me as I1 be-
came acquainted with the parties stephen pratt was engaged
to be married to a peck girl a relative of hezekiah peck I1
think her name was anna just before the followers of smith
started they ran away and were married therefore they did
not go with the mormonscormonsMormons

I1 knew reed peck son of hezekiah well after he deserted
the mormonscormons at kirtland ohio or nauvoo he came back to
afton and spent his days above the village on east side of the
riverriver his place is known as pecks mills he died about three
years ago he was a man highly respected

mrs harriet E shay being duly sworn deposes and says
that the above statement isis true to the best of her knowledge
and belief

harriet E shay

subscribed and sworn ioto
before me this 27th day
of march 1903

delos van woert notary Public78

ibid
7jacobjacob morris papers 1656
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joseph hervy similarly remembered a party of departing
saints

passing through coventry into the town of lisle now
triangle thence up the south branch of halfway brook
a stream that had it risediserisegise inin the town of smithville and a
small village of that name my memory isis that some
twenty or thirty women girls men and boys on foot and in
two old fashioned western emigrant wagons comprised the
emigrating party I1 well remember hearing it talked that
women left their husbands and families to with smith 79

subpoenaed as a witness in colesvillelesvilleCo when only a few days
out newel knight recorded this plan has been adopted
by our enemies to add a little more to the persecutions already
heaped upon us the whole company declined traveling until
I1 should return 0 80O jared carter was to recount we went
to ethicaethical sic & took water to go to the ohio 81 ithaca is sit-
uated on the south end of cayuga lake which opened a system
of waterways all the way to ohio their route would have
taken them north viavlaviavla the cayuga and seneca canals which
generally followed the course of the seneca river and thence
into the erie canal system conveying them west to buffalo

at buffalo the colesvillelesvilleCo saints were frustrated in their
efforts to take a sloop for fairport ohio because the wind
blew from the lake and filled the harbor with ice so that we
were detained nearly two weeks 822 approximately a week after
their initial arrival they were joined by eighty saints who had
embarked from waterloo seneca county under the leadership
of lucy mack smith while these two groups were conversing
still another boat landed having on board about thirty breth-
ren among whom was thomas B marsh who immediately
joined us 83

while at buffalo jared carter was appointed to lead 12
or 13 Colesville brethren joseph knight jr among them
over land to dunkirk new york where they took a steamboat
to fairport ohio and then proceeded to kirtland this feat
was accomplished under very trying circumstances 84 according

9the oneonta herald oneonta new york january 18 1900
scraps of biography p 69
jared carter journals 183018341830 1834

2scraps of biography p 69
asmithsmith8smith history of the prophet joseph ppap 174 177

jared carter journals 183018341830 1834 joseph knights incidents of history
from 1827 to 1844

18

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 10, Iss. 3 [1970], Art. 10

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol10/iss3/10



THE colesvilleLESVILLECO BRANCH 383

to thete itinerary of freeborn demill the saints at buffalo were
finally able to take passage from that lake erie port on wed-
nesday may 11 1831 after a most disagreeable crossing due
to boisterous winds they reached fairport ohio on saturday
may 14 18311831 85 upon their arrival at kirtland it was advised
that the colesvillelesvilleCo branch remain together and go to a neigh-
boring town called thompson sixteen miles northeast of kirt-
land as a man by the name of copely had a considerable tract
of land there which he offered to let the saints occupy 86

here they were to be organized under the law of consecration
and stewardship however joseph knight jr recounts that
the arrangement with copley soon lost its attractiveness ne-
cessitating their removal to missouri

we went to kirtland ohio then to thompson
ohio and commenced preparing houses on a brothers land
who had a thousand acres my folks came on they were called
the colesvilleColesville church we planted and sowedbowed a great deal the
man was turned out of the church for bad conduct his name
was lemon copley he then began to persecute us and we
had to leave his farm and pay sixty dollars damage for fitting
up his houses and planting his ground we then had a revela-
tion to go to the western line of the states we arrived at
independence jackson co missouri 25 july 1831185118 31 87

the revelation referred to by joseph knight jr was given
to newel knight in consequence of the difficulties with lemon
copley and contains a directive that you shall take your jour-
ney into the regions westward unto the land of missouri unto
the borders of the lamanitesLamanites 88 again obedient to the prophet
the colesvilleCo lesville saints commenced their journey on june 28 1831
and reached independence as stated above on july 25 1831 899

newel knight leader of the expedition gives us some addi-
tional particulars

on the third day of july I1 took passage with the colesvilleColesville
company at wellsville ohio arrived at st louis on sunday
the 18th on sunday the 18th I1 took passage on the steamer
chieftain for independence mo where we arrived the 25th
august 2ndand commenced the first house in zion august 3rdard
the land of zion and the lot for the temple was concecratedconsecrated

journal history july 25 1831 scraps of biography p 69
scraps of biography p 69
joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844
D & C 548 DHC vol 1 p 181
journal history july 25 1831
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the colesvillelesvilleCo branch began to labor diligently on the 4thath of
august the first conference was held at the house of bro
lewis joshua lewis on the 7thath my mother polly peck
knight died the time now pasedbased sic inin our common
labourslaboureLabours building houses and sowing grain untill sic winter
jan 22 and 23 1832 A general conference was held at my
house where much business was done I1 was employed as
president of the branch the most of my time 90

settling in kaw township the colesvillelesvilleCo branch contin-
ued to maintain its identity throughout the stay in jackson
county july 25 1831 to december 1 1833 01 even when the
jackson mob drove them into clay county missouri during the
winter of 1833 newel knight attested that the colesvilleCo lesville
branch as usual kept together and formed a small settlement
on the missouri bottoms building themselves temporary
houses 9212 however in 1836 when the saints in clay county
were again required to leave their homes the Co lesville branch
became a nonentity its membership being absorbed into other
organizations of the church

from the very inception of mormonism the saints com-
prising the colesvilleCo lesville branch linked their lives inexorably with
the restored gospel and the volume which had inspired their
conversion the book of mormon they relinquished family
friends homes and material comforts in pursuit of their testi-
monies the prophet joseph smith was not unmindful of these
sacrifices on august 22 1842 while making entries in the
book of the law of the lord he formulated a tribute to certain
of the Co lesville membership which might well serve as a pro-
totype for all

I1 am now recording inin the book of the law of the
lord of such as have stood by me inin every hour of peril
for these fifteen long years past say for instance my aged
and beloved brother joseph knight sen who was among

newel knight journals 180018451800 1845 318 the writer specspecificallyficallyfinally cites
this reference because of a time discrepancy inin the published source scraps of
biography p 70 listing their travel from ohio to missouri as occurring inin the
month of june rather than july the manuscript accounts of newel
knight joseph knight jr and the time table of the freeborn de mill family
confirm july

journal history july 25 1831 the latter date december 1 1833
marks the departure of freeborn de mill from jackson county into clay county
missouriM issouri

2 2scrapsscraps of biography p 85 newel knight s wife sally coburn knight
sometimes spelled colburn died in clay county on september 15 1834 he

subsequently married lydia goldthwait at kirtland ohio november 24 1835
scraps of biography p 94
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the number of the first to administer to my necessities while
I1 was laboring in the commencement of the bringing forth of
the work of the lord and of laying the foundation of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints for fifteen years
he has been faithful and true and evenhandedeven handed and ex-
emplaryemplary and virtuous and kind never deviating to the right
hand or to the left behold he is a righteous man may god
almighty lengthen out the old man s days and may his
trembling tortured and broken body be renewed and inin the
vigor of health turn upon him if it be thy will consistently
0 god and it shall be said of him by the sons of zion
while there is one of them remaining that this man was a
faithful man inin israel therefore his name shall never be for-
gotten

there are his sons newel knight and joseph knight
jun whose names I1 record in the book of the law of the
lord with unspeakable delight for they are my friends 93

DHC vol 5 ppap 124125124 125
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