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Editorial Statement 

For 21 years The Bridge has published articles that illumi
nate the lives of Danish American individuals, groups, 
organizations, and communities as well as material dealing 
with themes in history and culture. This issue continues 
that tradition. 

Our first article is a reprint of two chapters from Oregon 
Danish Colony, 1902-1952 by Gerald Rasmussen and Otto 
Larsen. It is a fine study of the contributions of Danish 
Americans to the life of a small community in the Willamette 
Valley of Oregon. These chapters, and the book as a whole, 
make a significant contribution to understanding the role of 
Danes and Danish Americans to the fabric of American culture. 

Karen Lassen's article on the Danish psyche as she inter
prets it through Hans Christian Andersen's tale "The Little 
Mermaid" will probably be controversial. Her observations 
are worth considering because of the feelings they arouse 
and the introspection they will require. Her article is based 
upon her own translation of the tale and that translation is 
not included in the article. 

Birgit Flemming Larsen's article about the Hans Christian 
Andersen statue in Chicago is an interesting story of the 
desire of Danish Americans to acknowledge and celebrate 
their heritage. Readers may want to refer to an earlier article 
in The Bridge, Erickson, Rolf, "J. Christina Bay and His 
Account of Hans Christian Andersen's Visit to Chicago," 12:2 
(1989), 64-85. 

Ann Svendsen's article about the Danish community in 
Tyler, Minnesota is an interesting summary of Danish activi
ty there from its beginning to the present day. She deftly 
presents the continuing, and changing, impact of Danish 
Americans in one mid-western community. 
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We bid farewell to you with this issue of The Bridge as the 
leadership of the Danish American Heritage Society and edi
torial responsibility for our publications pass to other people 
concerned about recording the contributions of Danes and 
Danish Americans to our history and culture. It has been a 
pleasure to be a member of the group that originally devoted 
their time and efforts to organizing this task. We know that 
this effort will be perpetuated and the products of their work 
will continue to be noteworthy. 
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