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2.REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Thirty Ninth Annual Business Meeting
of the Swiss American Historical Society
International House of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
October 5, 2002
Members of the Swiss American Historical Society gathered at 9: 15 at
the International House of the University of Pennsylvania to greet each
other and enjoy coffee and rolls. At 10 a.m. the SAHS President Dr.
Marianne Burkhard called the meeting to order. She thanked all for
attending and remarked that it was gratifying that the reactivated SAHS has
now functioned for 39 years without interruption . She also recognized the
presence of Dr. Eric Amhof, Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of
Switzerland, whose participation was especially appreciated.
The President then asked Rosa Schupbach to say a few words about the
late Selina Sutter, a victim of the events of September 11, 2001, then called
on Leo Schelbert to commemorate Ernest A. Thurkauf who had died on
September 22, 2002 at age 95; he was the author of the forthcoming reissue
of One Small Lifetime, an impressive memoir of his family's emigration and
his own career in the United States. L. Schelbert also mentioned the late Dr.
Hans Muller, former Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of Switzerland in
Washington, D .C. and later the first post-Vietnam War Ambassador of
Switzerland to Hanoi. He is remembered as an urbane, learned, and
delightful personality who appreciated the work of the SAHS. The remarks
of R. Schupbach and L. Schelbert were followed by moments of silence in
honor of those former SAHS members.
Next President Burkhard asked for the approval of the minutes of the
Annual Business Meeting of 200 I which had been prepared by Dr. S.
Jessner and were published in the February 2002 issue of the SAHS
Review . It was decided to dispense with the reading of the minutes and,
since no changes were requested, they were approved unanimously. Dr.
Burkhard also expressed thanks to Dr. Jessner who as President of her
Wellesley Class was presiding a·meeting of the group at Wellesley. (Also
special greetings were transmitted by Mary Huber Leedy from Simone
Schoch and from her husband Mr . J. Schoch who were in Switzerland, and
by Dr. Burkhard from Professor Siegenthaler and Mr. and Mrs. Gees who
were also unable to attend.)
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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As to this year's activities President Burkhard acknowledged the
smooth working of the direct mailing of the SAHS Review by Picton Press
(seconded by Mr. Ernest Thurston, the SAHS Membership Chair, who also
acknowledged the courteous, conscientious, and generous cooperation by
the staff of Picton Press.) As to the year's accomplishments Dr. Burkhard
reported that Ernst A. Thurkaufs One Small Lifetime was at the printer's
and would be distributed to the membership in early 2003; that Lewis B.
Rohrbach, a noted genealogist and President of Picton Press, was working
on the new genealogical guide, and that Dr. Donald Tritt was pursuing the
possibility of a translation and eventual publication of the memoir of Leo
Lesquereux( d. 1889), a leading paleobotanist and authority on American
mosses. Some 1200 copies of the new SAHS flyer, suggested, shaped, and
generously donated by Dr. Charles Ziegler, were sent out throughout the
year to the membership and to numerous Swiss American organizations. In
September President Burkhard and Professor Leo Schelbert, who gave a
brief talk about Swiss in Illinois, attended the annual Swiss Picnic
generously hosted by Mr. And Mrs. Zeller in Peoria at which also numerous
flyers and SAHS books were distributed. Dr. Burkhard also visited the
Midwest Dairy Institute in Milbank, South Dakota where she hopes to
organize a regional SAHS meeting. She also had the chance to meet the new
Consul General of Switzerland in Chicago at a dinner where she met the
lawyer Mr. Frieden who agreed to examine the revised SAHS By-Laws, and
she established valuable contacts with other presidents of Midwestern Swiss
American societies. She was invited to attend the reopening of the
beautifully restored Rudolph Ganz Hall of Chicago's Roosevelt University,
the restoration of which the SAHS had supported with a modest
contribution. Rudolph Ganz ( 1877-1972) was a noted pianist, composer,
and educator who also promoted the performance of such Swiss composers
as Ernst Bloch (1880-1959) and Arthur Honegger (1892-1955). Ganz's
nephew Felix Ganz, also Dean of the Roosevelt Musical College and an
active member of the SAHS, had died in that very hall while playing a piece
of Johann Sebastian Bach.
A major task of 2002 was the revising of the SAHS By-Laws which
were to be reviewed and submitted for approval at this meeting and are
published below. The projected video about Professor Jonathan Steinberg's
celebrated book Why Switzerland - a second enlarged edition appeared in
1996 at Cambridge University Press - proposed last year by Dale Winke
did not materialize and the allocation of $1000 to launch the project has
been postponed.
President Burkhard concluded her report by thanking several people:
Mr. Franz Portmann, Honorary Consul of Switzerland in Philadelphia, and
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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his spouse Rosemary Portmann for having made the local arrangements;
Leo Schelbert, who for over 25 years has edited the SAHS Review, a task
now taken over by Professor H. Dwight Page, and under whose editorship
the SAHS has published seventeen titles; Franz von Arx for having chaired
the By-Laws Committee; and the SAHS officers for their dedicated and
expert work. The meeting then reviewed in detail each provision of the
revised SAHS By-laws which, after extensive discussion, were approved in
the form published below.
As to elections: Rosa Schupbach presented the slate of members of the
Board of Advisors to be re-elected for the term 2003-2005:
Fred Moser
Karl Niederer
Lewis Bunker Rohrbach
Paula Sherman
Charles Ziegler
The motion passed unanimously.
The present composition of the SAHS Board of advisors is therefore as
follows:
Class of2000-2003:
Franz von Arx
H. Dwight Page
Simone Schoch
Jiirg Siegenthaler

Class of 2001-2004:

Margot Durrer Amman
Annemarie Gilman
Donald P Hilty
Hans Moser
Urspeter Schelbert

Class of 2002-2005:

Fred Moser
Karl Niederer
Lewis Bunker Rohrbach
Paula Sherman
Charles Ziegler
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Ernest Thurston then presented the membership report. There were 34
new memberships this year, nearly all of which came in response to the
flyers sent out earlier in the year . At the same time the society lost 14
members either by death or by a decision to discontinue their membership ,
and 12 others were dropped for non-payment of dues . Thus, there was a net
increase from 307 to 318 members this year, a 4% increase.
Miquelon Weyeneth then presented the Treasurer's report. She
proposed that dues should be raised. Over some vocal opposition the
meeting approved the following schedule:
Student:

$25.00

Individual:

$50.00

Institution:

$75.00

Life Membership :

$500.00

The SAHS Treasurer also suggested that to save money only two
annual issues of the SAHS Review should be published , a proposal that was
rejected. In the absence of Dr. Page and Nicole Butz L. Schelbert presented
the publications report. He stressed the excellent arrangement with Picton
Press and also proposed a formalization of the publication fund as indicated
below. Members also expressed the view that the SAHS was somewhat
'gray', 'unimaginative ' and 'ineffective'. L. Schelbert countered that, while
the activities were indeed on the quiet side, the three annual reviews, the
publication of books of Swiss American interest , the holding of an annual
meeting and occasional regional meetings compared well with the activities
of similar organizations such as the Society for German American Studies .
It also meant much voluntary, though hidden, work by the officers.
President Burkhard announced that next year's meeting will be held in
New York City on Saturday, October 4, 2003 . The SAHS business meeting
of 2002 adjourned at 12:15.
A nice lunch was then served on the premises and spent in lively
discussion . In the afternoon meeting which started at 1:30 p.m. Professor
Monica Bachmann gave an incisive portrait of Leland Harrison, the
American Minister in Bern, Switzerland , during World War Two. She
showed how the American representative understood Switzerland ' s
predicament during the war as well as its stance of neutrality whereas by
freezing all Swiss assets in the United States certain segments of the
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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American government forced Switzerland, if it wanted to survive, to
collaborate with the Axis powers. In a second presentation Professor
Jonathan Steinberg raised and then brilliantly answered the question "Why
Switzerland?" He first characterized the intensely 'cellular' nature of the
Swiss polity, then stressed that the European Union was still shaped in its
ideals and operation by the ideology of the French Revolution but, in order
to survive, needed to adopt Switzerland's federal system and the building
of political structures from below rather than by bureaucratic dictates from
above.
After some refreshments the participants took leave for their widely
dispersed destinations.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Huber Leedy, SAHS Secretary
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B. President's Report
While the Society's activities in 2000/01 were very visible in the
distribution of two books and in giving the Review a new and more
professional format, our activities in the past year were less visible, but no
less important. The fact that the Review is not only printed at Picton Press,
but also mailed from there to all members, both in the US and in
Switzerland, provides welcome relief. Rather than sending the copies for
our Swiss members in bulk to the Swiss Vice-President, they are now being
sent directly to the Swiss members. This ensures that they receive their
Review in a timely fashion - rather than two to three months later - and
eliminates the need for the Swiss Vice-President to repack each Review and
then send them out individually; and the costs are not much different. Picton
Press certainly produces a very fine Review, and its employees have been
most helpful to our editors.
Of the two book projects which were approved before the last Annual
Meeting, Ernst Thurkaufs One Small Lifetime is ready for printing (more
about this later), and Lewis Rohrbach recently reported that the manuscript
for his Genealogical Guide is about half-finished. Book projects seem never
to be lacking as Donald Tritt approached us with the plan to publish the
letters about America written by Leo Lesquereux, a Swiss from the
Romandie. He will report about this project later in the meeting.
This past year we ventured into a new activity by sending out
promotional flyers, a generous donation of Charles Ziegler, in an attempt
to gain new members for the Society. By now the content of my big box
containing the flyers has diminished considerably since we distributed about
1200 of the 2000 which were printed. As you know, all members received
a sample, and 15 copies were sent to the Swiss Embassies and Consulates
General in the United States and Canada. A package of 10 flyers was sent
to all the Swiss organizations which are listed in Donald Tritt's book Swiss
Festivals in North America. We had hoped for a good number of extra
requests for flyers, but such requests were not very numerous and came
mostly from some of our members, from the Consulates in Chicago and Los
Angeles, and from Simon Netzle, our Vice-President in Switzerland. I
myself brought some to an annual Swiss Picnic which is held at the home
of a Swiss in Peoria and at which Leo Schelbert gave a well-received
informal talk about "Swiss in the Land of Lincoln". We also distributed a
considerable number of books which were snatched away like fresh rolls,
"wie frischi Weggli". So I hope for some new members from my own
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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backyard! And recently some memberships came in through the website of
Picton Press .
Last fall I was invited to attend the opening of the exhibit "Sister
Republics" in Madison, Wisconsin, but was not able to go because of work
commitments . In late August I had a chance to visit Milbank, South Dakota,
when l was in Minnesota for a meeting. Max Gonzenbach and Rudy Nef
were most hospitable, they met me at the Valley Queen Cheese Factory in
the middle of town and then took me to the Midwest Dairy Institute. There
Carol Boos, the CEO of the Milbank Community Foundation, gave us a
tour of the building which is very versatile, attractive, and practical. She
would be very interested in hosting a regional meeting of our Society there,
and the facility would be suitable . With good publicity and an interesting
topic such a meeting might attract a good number of people who are Swiss
or descendants of Swiss living in Eastern South Dakota. It has always been
a hope of mine to have some regional meetings of our Society so that other
members and interested people would have a chance of making some direct
contacts. I sincerely hope that this plan can be realized within the next two
years as it would provide contact with the Society in an area where there is
a good number of Swiss who may have only little chance to gather and to
look at their ancestral heritage.
At the occasion of the arrival of the new Consul General in Chicago, I
was invited to a dinner with Consul Hermann Buff, Vice Consul Felix Naef
and other representatives of Swiss organizations in Chicago. This proved
to be a valuable chance for making some personal contacts. As a result, Mr.
Andre Frieden offered to list our Society as a partner organization on the
webpage of the Swiss-American Foundation, and he was also willing to
check the revision of our By-Laws. And through my contact with the
President of the Swiss Benevolent Society of Chicago I learned about their
plans for celebrating the birthday of the Swiss musician Rudolf Ganz in the
newly restored Recital Hall which is named after him . Ganz (1877-1972)
was a pianist, composer, conductor and music teacher at Chicago Musical
College - later part of Roosevelt University - from 1934-1954. He often
performed music of Swiss composers such as Arthur Honegger and Ernest
Bloch , and pioneered contemporary music even at the age of 85. As
conductor of young people's concerts in St. Louis, New York, San
Francisco and Chicago he introduced countless children to classical music.
Rudolf Ganz' nephew, Felix Ganz, was also a pianist and Dean of the
Musical College at Roosevelt University. He died some years ago while
playing Bach in the Hall named for his uncle. He was also a member of our
Society. The officers agreed to give the Swiss Benevolent Society a small
contribution toward this event as their Cultural Affairs Committee has
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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supported one of our publication projects in the past. I will attend the
celebration on October 26 and will also have flyers and books there.
A very important aspect of the Society's internal activity is the revision
of our By-Laws which were completed by a committee chaired by Franz
von Arx and sent out with the invitation to this Annual Meeting. Since our
By-Laws date from 1970, it was indeed time to revise them and adapt them
to current standards as well as to our current practices which have changed
in some points.
Last year the Annual Meeting decided to give the Paroz and
Gonzenbach grants to Dale Winke for his planned Video Series on
Switzerland, based on Jonathan Steinberg's book Why Switzerland. At the
time, he had a promise of major funding for the ambitious project of a 13part series to be done in conjunction with the Public Broadcasting System.
Unfortunately, this promise did not materialize, thus his project is on hold.
Under these changed conditions we felt we were not able to pay out the
grants since they were approved for a project which was about to be
realized. Yet I would hope that, in time, Mr. Winke will be able to find the
funding to realize the project and then we might decide to support his
project again.
I also asked Donald Tritt to give a briefreport at the end of the meeting
to inform us about the status of the plans for the Swiss Center in New
Glarus.

Expression of Gratitude
I would like to conclude my remarks by thanking all the people who
have contributed to the Society's work over the past year. First, I would like
to express my gratitude to Franz and Rosmarie Portmann who have taken
care of all the local arrangements for this meeting - scouting out a facility
after learning that the place where the Society had been in the past was not
available on this date, and making the arrangements with the caterer.
Special gratitude goes to Leo Schelbert who has edited our Review as
sole editor from 1986 until this past June and has now passed on the baton
to Dwight Page. Over all these years Leo has seen to it that the content of
the Review was both sound and well presented, that there was a variety of
different articles appealing to varied interests and different readers. I am
proud to say that the Review of our Society is an important contribution to
the exploration of the lives and achievements of Swiss immigrants in the
United States, of Swiss-American relations and other related topics. And
since 1981 he has also served as general editor for 17 books with great care,
love and impeccable scholarship.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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And last, not least, I want to acknowledge the work of the officers and
of Franz von Arx who have all helped that the tasks of the Society could be
done .

Marianne Burkhard, OSB

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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C. Special Report: By-Laws Committee

PROPOSED REVISIONS OCTOBER 7, 2000 AND FALL 2002
Constitution and By-Laws of the
SWISS AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Incorporated in Washington, D.C., March 27, 1970
Article I-Name
The name of the organization shall be SWISS AMERICAN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY (hereinafter, the "Society")
Article II - Purpose
The purpose of this Society shall be to initiate, conduct, and foster historical
research concerning Swiss and Swiss American involvement in American
history and life, Swiss history, and all aspects of the relations between
Switzerland and the United States. It shall disseminate the information
gained by publications, exhibitions, meetings, and by any other means
deemed proper. The society shall also serve as a forum for persons
interested in Swiss and Swiss-American matters.
Article III - Domicile
The domicile of the Society shall be in the City of Washington , D.C .
Article IV - Membership
Section 1. Membership in the Society may be acquired by anyone upon
payment of dues for individual, student, organizational, life membership ,
honorary membership and other types of membership as established by the
annual meeting of the current members.
Section 2. The current Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States
shall, with his approval, be deemed ex officio Honorary Member of the
Society. The President or other designated Officer shall be responsible for
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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contacting any newly appointed Ambassador regarding his or her ex officio
Honorary Membership.

Section 3. Honorary membership may be conferred to anyone by majority
vote at any Annual Meeting.
Section 4. The right to hold office, vote, and participate in the proceedings
of the Society shall be accorded to, and my be exercised only by, members
as specified above and consistent with the rules established by the Officers.
New members obtain these privileges ninety (90) days after they have
become members .
Article V - Meetings of Members
Section 1. An Annual Meeting of the members shall be held during the last
quarter of the calendar year.
Section 2. Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or
upon the request of fifteen members of the society. Within sixty (60) days
the President shall inform the membership as to the time and place of such
special meeting which shall be chosen with the consent of a majority of the
advisory Board and guarantee the widest attendance possible.
Section 3.The Recording Secretary shall send a notice to convene all
members of the Society as to the time and place of the annual or special
meeting at least six (6) weeks before such a meeting. In case a special
meeting is to be held, the purpose of such a meeting as well as at whose
direction or request it is being called are to be clearly stated.
Section 4. At the Annual Meeting the Officers and members of the
Advisory Board shall be elected . The President of the Society shall conduct
the annual as well as special meetings by preparing the agenda and chairing
the discussion. Members who want to submit items of their own shall
submit their request in writing to the President at least six weeks before the
meeting .
Section 5. Robert's Rule of Order shall govern the business of the meetings .

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003

11

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 39 [2003], No. 1, Art. 5

36

Review

[February

Article VI - Officers
Section 1. The elected Officers shall consist of a President, a Vice-President
residing in the United States, a Vice-President residing in Switzerland, a
Treasurer, a Recording Secretary and a Membership Secretary. Officers
shall be elected to (3) three-year terms. Any Officer, except the President
and Vice-Presidents, may hold another office. Former Presidents and VicePresidents may be elected and reelected without restriction on the number
of terms, so long as each does not serve more than two (2) terms
consecutively in the same office. Elections shall be held only during Annual
Meetings.
Section 2. The President shall provide his or her best efforts to attend and
preside over all meetings of the Society, shall oversee that all activities
conform to its goals and shall serve as an ex officio member on all of its
committees. If an important matter of long-range significance needs to be
decided before the Annual Meeting, the President may, with the consent of
two-thirds majority of the Advisory Board, conduct a binding mail ballot
among the full membership with mail in ballots returned directly to the
Recording Secretary to be counted and recorded. If the President is removed
from his or her position, dies, resigns, or is disabled by illness or injury
before completion of the term, the Vice-President residing in the United
States becomes President with the consent of a majority of the advisory
Board for the remainder of the President's original term. In the absence of
such a majority, the Recording Secretary shall query the Advisory Board
regarding the succession. The person with a simple majority will become
Acting President until the next annual meeting. At the next meeting a
President will be elected for the remainder of the term. In the event that any
other Officer is removed from his or her position, dies, resigns, or is
disabled by illness or injury before completion of the applicable term, the
President, with majority approval of the Advisory Board, shall appoint a
successor until the next annual meeting. At the next meeting a successor
will be elected for the remainder of the term.
Section 3. The Vice Presidents shall perform duties delegated to them by
the President. The Vice-Presidents shall perform the duties of the President
in their respective domains in the absence of the President. Their powers
and rights are not independent from the President, and they are bound by
the membership's directives as may be set forth from time to time, and at
all times the Vice Presidents shall act in the best of interests of the Society.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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Section 4. The Recording Secretary shall take the minutes of the
proceedings of meetings of the members and enter them into the records of
the Society . In case the office of the President becomes suddenly vacant, the
Recording Secretary will query the Officers and the Advisory Board
regarding the succession, as provided in Article VI. Section 2.
Section 5. The Membership Secretary shall keep an up-to-date membership
list, send out dues letters early in the calendar year and reminders as needed,
transmit the dues received to the Treasurer, and present a report to the
membership at annual meetings .
Section 6. The Treasurer shall collect the membership dues, donations, and
all moneys received for the account of the Society and deposit it in a bank
designated by the President. The President is empowered to authorize the
Treasurer to sign all checks and vouchers for the payments, which are
necessary for the fulfillment of the Society's goals and, or, have been
approved at the Annual Meeting. The President, together with an Officer of
the Society, is also empowered to authorize the Treasurer to pay for
exceptional expenses. The Treasurer shall also prepare an annual budget
according to the guidelines established at the annual meeting, and present
a report for the annual meeting .
Section 7. One ( 1) or two (2) Publications Editors may be appointed by the
President in consultation with other Officers. Each Publications Editor shall
be responsible for the various SAHS publications, including but not limited
to the SAHS Review, the Annual Report and other books, handout and
other related publications , whether in paper or electronic form. Each Editor
shall be considered an Officer of the Society and shall work closely with the
President. All books and other special publication projects must be
approved at an Annual Meeting. The Editor( s) shall also present a report at
annual Meetings. The Editor(s) shall at all times ensure that publications
conform to applicable law, including any and all copyrights of authors and
of the Society.
Section 8. Any Officer may be removed from his or her position for any
misconduct or other actions of the Officer or member that is deemed
inconsistent with the goals and functions of the Society. The Officer may
be removed by the following means: a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the
Advisory Board, or an unanimous vote of the Officers and a majority vote
of the Advisory Board. Such removal proceedings may be initiated by
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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calling for a special meeting or , under exceptional circumstances, a binding
ballot vote.

Article VII - Advisory Board
Section 1. The Advisory Board shall consist of fifteen (15) members of the
Society, some of whom may reside in Europe. They shall be selected for (3)
three-year terms by members present at the Annual Meeting in such a way
that every year five (5) of the members of the Advisory Board come up for
re-election.
Section 2. It shall be the duty of the members of the Advisory Board to
assist the President and other Officers with advice and counsel. Members
of the Advisory Board may also offer, or be asked, to carry out special
tasks. Each member of the Advisory Board shall conduct its activities
relating to the Society in such a manner that takes into account the interests
of the Society and the Society's goals. If the President needs to reach a
decision in an unusual situation before the Annual Meeting or other special
meeting, certain actions may be taken with the approval of a two-thirds
(2/3) majority of the Advisory Board. If the President is removed from his
or her position, dies, resigns, or is disabled by illness or injury before
completion of the term, the Vice-President residing in the United States
becomes President with the consent of a majority of the Advisory Board for
the remainder of the President's original term. In the event that any other
Officer is removed from his or her position, dies, resigns, or is disabled by
illness or injury before completion of the applicable term, the President,
with majority approval of the Advisory Board, shall appoint a successor
until the next annual meeting.
Section 3. Each year, two (2) auditors will also be elected from the
membership. Their duties shall be to audit the books and records of the
Society and to present a report of audit at the Annual Meeting.
Article VIII - Suspension and Termination of Membership
Section 1. After non-payment of dues despite a proper reminder, the
Membership Secretary, with the approval of the President, may terminate
a membership.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions for removal of Officers, as
provided herein, membership may be suspended or terminated by two-thirds
(2/3) majority vote of members present at an Annual Meeting or an
appropriately established special meeting. Such suspension or termination
of membership may occur for any reason, which the majority of attending
members deem to be detrimental to the best interests of the Society, so long
as such suspension or removal does not violate applicable law.
Article IX - Amendments
This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended , altered or changed or
entirely replaced at an Annual Meeting by a majority vote of the members
present at such a meeting, or by a majority of the members present at a
special meeting called for that purpose , provided that the notice for such
special meeting shall specify the proposed amendments, alterations, changes
or replacements.

Article X - Miscellaneous Provisions
Section 1. In the event that the Society becomes inactive for an extended
period of time or is dissolved as an organization, the Society shall transfer
its assets and records to the Embassy of Switzerland in Washington, D.C.,
which shall be asked to hold such assets and records in escrow for a period
ofno more than five years . In case the organization is not reactivated during
that period of time, its assets and records shall be transferred by the
Embassy, in consultation with former members of the SAHS, to a Swiss or
Swiss-American institution with goals similar to those of the Society.
Section 2. The President and other delegated Officers shall ensure that all
appropriate documents are filed with applicable authorities as may be
required from time to time to maintain the Society's not-for-profit status,
organizational good standing and other requirements of the District of
Columbia.
5th Revision
October 7 2002
Approved by Membership present at Annual Meeting

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003

15

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 39 [2003], No. 1, Art. 5

Review

40

[February

D. Membership Report 2001-2002
CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type
Regular ($30/yr)
Student ($15/yr)
Institution ($50/yr)
Life Members
Complimentary

US/Canada

Switzer land/Other

Total

171
3
17
36

41
0
3
6

~

ll

..11

255

63

318

212
3
20
42

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 10/09/2001 -09/30/2002
Members as of 10/09/200
New Members
Former Members who have Rejoined
Dropped by Request or Decease
Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues

307
+34

Current Members as of 09/30/2002

318

+ 3
- 14
- 12

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE
1
MD
10
24
ME
CA
2
2
MI
1
co
11
MN
CT
1
MT
1
DC
4
8
DE
2
NC
NH
1
FL
6
NJ
2
7
GA
NV
2
l
HI
NY
29
3
IA
31
OH
13
IL
OR
5
7
IN
ll
l
PA
KY
l
RI
LA
3
SC
6
MA
5
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5

SD
TN
TX
UT
VA
VT
WA
WI
BC, Canada
ON, Canada
QB, Canada
Germany
Switzerland

2
3

8
3
10
1
3
19
1
3
1
l
62
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E. Treasurer's Report

North America, Miquelon Weyeneth, Treasurer

I.

CHECKING ACCOUNT

Balance on October 1, 2001
Income
Membership Dues

$907.57

$7,933.00

Donation-Lewis Rohrbach Foundation

1,000.00

Donation by Charles Ziegler
Payment for Swiss Brochure
Donation to SAHS

2,000 .00
1,906.45
93.55

Payments for Books
Mailing of Brochure
Net to SAHS
Total Donations
Total Sources

254.03
249.48
4.55
1,098.10
$9,031.10

Funds to be transferred to Endowment

$1,330.00

Expenses
Picton Press

$6,794.15

Other
Travel Reimbursement
Lunch Reservation, Int'al House, Philadelphia
SAHS Donation, Swiss Ben. Soc. of Chicago
Postage
Transfer to Vanguard

Total Expenses
Income minus Expenses
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003

500.00
310.00
300.00
514.64
20.00
$8,438.79
$592.31
17
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Other
General Guisan Contributions( 6)
9 Paid Lunches@$25

Cash Balance on October 03, 2002

4,025.00
225.00
$5,749.88

II. ANNUITY FUND: VANGUARD STAR FUND
12/31/00Value (3,453.57 shares@$17.81)
06/30/0IValue (3,453.57 shares@$18.02)
08/03/0lRedemption (-414.20 shares)
09/30/0IValue (3,276.75 shares@$15.60)
12/31/0IValue (3,338.17 shares@$16.44)
0l/02/02Redemption (-213.03 shares)
03/31/02Value (3,125.15 shares@$16.62)
05/25/02Redemption (-305.42 shares) 4,850.00

$61,508.05
$62,229.38
7,000.00
$51,117.25
$54,879.58
3,500.00
$51,939.98

Plus $1,350 of Life Memberships
06/30/02Value (3,447.29 shares@$17,23)
10/04/02Value (3,477.29 shares@$13.87)

$59,929.55
$48,229.94

Treasurer's Note:
We should definitely not touch this fund in this period of extreme weakness.

Miquelon Weyeneth

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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Projected SAHS Budget 2002

ESTIMATED INCOME
Increase in Membership Fees
Transfer from Swiss Account

$9,710.00
$1,000 .00

ESIMA TED EXPENSES
SAHSReview
400 Copies of Thurkauf Book
450 Copies ofThurkaufBook
500 Copies of Thurkauf Book

$6,794.00
$4,823.81
$5,364.17
$5,545.40

My recommendations :
1) We increase our membership dues
2) We transfer a portion of the Swiss Funds to the US
3) We fund the Thurkaufbook

$9,710.00
$1,000.00
$4,824.00
Miquelon Weyeneth

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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The Swiss American Historical Society Financial System:
A Note about the Past and a Proposal
by Leo Schelbert
Since its reactivation in 1964 to the mid-1990s the SAHS had only an
operating fund, resulting from membership dues and occasional special
donations from individuals or institutions (such as the Swiss Benevolent
Society of Chicago or Pro Helvetia) for special projects.
The guideline for the officers was to make sure that except in an
unusual situation the SAHS stay financially in the black.
Due to two large donations by Mr. Gonzenbach of Milbank, South
Dakota, Mr. Paroz of Cincinnati, Ohio (ca. 1996) and others, the then SAHS
President Erdmann Schmocker bought stocks with Vanguard, thus creating
an Endowment.
The interest rate was added to the principal, except $2000 annually,
which was transferred to the operating fund to defray annual costs for life
members and also in compliance with IRS regulations concerning earnings
of non-profit organizations. $1000 from the fund was also used annually for
a Gonzenbach and a Paroz Award, given to deserving individuals in honor
of those donors.
New Life memberships and gifts were deposited in the endowment
which grew to some $55,000 to $60,000 at the height of the bull market.
A Proposal
It is proposed that the SAHS Annual Meeting consider the creation of
three SAHS funds:

1. An Operating Fund:
Income:

- Annual membership dues
- $2000 annually to be transferred from the investment
fund
- General, non-designated donations

Use:

- Admirustrative expenses
- SAHS Review

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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2. An Investment Fund:
Principal:

- To be kept at $40,000

Income :

- Life memberships
- Interest from investment of the principal

Use:

- $2000 annually to operating fund to cover life
membership annual Costs
- Earnings above $40,000 : To Publications and Special
Project Funds

3. A Publications and Special Projects Fund :
Income :

- Interest earned from Investment Fund
- Gifts (from members etc. ; special rubric on dues form)

Use:

- For projects approved by the SAHS membership

Such an arrangement would safeguard the healthy financial state of the
SAHS and clarify how much money was available for publications and
other projects before they are approved by the annual meeting.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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F. Publications and Grants

First greetings from Nicole Butz, the new general editor of SAHS
books. Also special greetings from Dr. H. Dwight Page, editor of the SAHS
Review. He asks that if you have items for the journal to please submit them
to him, in hard copy and on disk.
This year again three issues of the journal were published and Ernest
Thurston finalized the second edition of his late father's impressive memoir
One Small Lifetime. It will reach the members in early 2003 . Mr. Lewis B.
Rohrbach is working on the new genealogical guide for Swiss Americans
which might be ready late in 2003. It will be published by Picton Press. The
SAHS will purchase 350 copies at a price below $10.00 per copy.
This then will conclude my 21 years as general editor of SAHS
publications. The 19 titles include three novels, a documentary (Emil Frey
letters), two experiential accounts (Bertschinger and Thurkaut), the SAHS
Index ( 1965-1999), the Swiss festivals book, two genealogical guides, and
several scholarly studies.
The SAHS editorial board consists at present of Nicole Butz, general
editor of SAHS books; H. Dwight Page, editor of the journal; Lewis B.
Rohrbach, President of Picton Press and noted genealogist; and Leo
Schelbert. The Board aims to implement, in the new By-Laws' words, the
Society's main mission: To further "historical research concerning Swiss
and Swiss Americans in American history and life, Swiss history, and all
aspects of the relations between Switzerland and the United States."
As to new projects: Nicole Butz reports that she has been in contact
with Professor Donald Tritt who proposes the publication in English of the
impressive memoir of Leo Lesquereux. Dr. Tritt, who is willing to serve as
the editor, reports that he has contacted the Swiss Benevolent Society of
Chicago for a possible contribution, especially the cost of translation.
Leo Scheiber!

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol39/iss1/5
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List of Swiss American Historical Society Publications

1932-1940
Prominent Americans of Swiss Origins . A Compilation Prepared by the
Swiss American Historical Society. New York: James T. White, 1932.

John Paul von Griiningen, ed. The Swis s in the United States. Madison,
WI: Swiss American Historical Society, 1940.

1972-1977
[Heinz K. Meier, General Editor]
Heinz K. Meier, ed . Memoirs of a Swiss Officer in the American Civil War.
Translated by Hedwig Rappolt. Bern: Herbert Lang, 1972.
Heinz K. Meier, The Swiss American Historical Society, 1927 - 1977 .
Norfolk , VA : Donning , 1977.

1979-2000
[Leo Schelbert, General Editor)
Paul A. Nielson, Swiss Genealogical Research. An Introductory Guide.
Virginia Beach/Norfolk , VA: Donning, 1979. $5.00 .
Carol Williams, The Switzers . A Novel . Virginia Beach/Norfolk, VA:
Donning 1981.
Hedwig Rappolt, ed. and transl. An American Apprenticeship. The Letters
of Emil Frey 1860 - 1865. New York: Peter Lang, 1986.
David Sutton , One's Hearth is Gold. A History of Helvetia, West Virginia .
New York: Peter Lang, 1990.
Leo Schelbert , ed. The United States and Switzerland: Aspects of
Enmeshment . Vol. 25 Yearbook of German-American Studies . Lawrence,
KS: University of Kansas , 1991.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003
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Laura R. Villiger, Mari Sandoz. A Study in Post-Colonial Discourse. New
York: Peter Lang, 1994.
Donald Tritt, Swiss Festivals in North America 1995 - 1997. Chicago:
SAHS, 1995.
Konrad Basler, The Dorlikon Emigrants. Swiss Settlers and Cultural
Founders in the United States: A Personal Report. Translated by Laura R.
Villiger. New York: Peter Lang, 1996.
Hafis Bertschinger, With a Horse Called George. Pocatello: Univ. ofldaho
Press, 1996.
Gary K. Pranger, Philip Schaff (1819 - 1893). Portrait of an Immigrant
Theologian . New York: Peter Lang, 1997.
Andrea Boldt, Werner Enninger, and Delbert L. Gratz, eds. Mennonites in
Transition. From Switzerland to America . Emigrant and Immigrant
Experience . Anabaptist Documents. Morgantown, PA: Masthof Press, 1997.
Urspeter Schelbert, ed., "SAHS Index 1965 - 1998," SAHS Review, Vol.
xxxiii, 3 (1998). Morgantown, PA: Masthof Press, 1998.
Donald Tritt, Swiss Festivals. Morgantown, PA: Masthof Press, 1999.
Carol Williams, By Wonders and by War. Morgantown, PA: Masthof Press,
1999.
Leo Schelbert, ed. Switzerland Under Siege 1939 - 1945. A Neutral
Nation 's Struggle for Survival. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 2000 (in
cooperation with the American Swiss Foundation).
Carol Williams, Brightness Remembered. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press
2001.
Ernest Thurkauf, One Small Lifetime . Second edition. Edited by Ernest
Thurston. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 2003.
Lewis B. Rohrbach, Genealogical Guide/or Swiss Americans. 2003.
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