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BRADY UDALL'S 

THE MIRACLE LIF 

Tr11:J\,1llrn:1.1c Lll•Fo/ Er([!,111 1Wi11I begin s when seven
year-old Edgar gets his head stuck under a mail 
truck's rear tire. From there, things pre tty much go 
downh ill. \Vith hi s single, drunk mother unreach
able- in C alifornia a nd h is grandmo ther th rown 
into a menta l institution , lju le Edga r is le ft to fend 
for himse lf. His life meanders slowly through dil'
le rent phases whi le a few things rema in constant: 
hi s miraculous recove ries from va rio us injuries, 
the inexplicable presence of the doc to r who saved 
hi s life, and Edgar's concTrn with findin g the mail
man who ra n him m·e r a nd assumed Edgar di t'd 
in the accident. 

As Edgar's life prog resses, each nt'w loca
tion is a liule more disturbing than the last, and 
you quickly rt'alize tha t thi s is not going to encl likt' 
a made-for-TV movie. Scenes of' g ra phic vio lencr 



E OF EDGAR MINT 
Reviewed by Janay E. Garrett 

bC' tW<'<' ll school boys a rl" so constant and tnrifying 

that C'YC'n a ft C' r putting clown the nm·c l, yo u fi.nd 
yo ursl" lf eye ing th e- p l"o plc- around you, wa iting to 
sec which o ne is going to ju mp yo u fi.rsl. Freshma n 
hazing has llC' \ 'CT looked so tame- in comp;iri son , 
a nd readers should be pre- parcel for som e- g raphi c 
COlltC'lll. 

\\'hat is surpri sing is that thro ugho ut th f' 
succC'ssio n of tragic eve nt s th e re ,U I" moment s o f 
pure hilarit, · tha t mah· you l;i ugh o ut lo ud the n 
stop and wonde r what kind o r a person la ughs a t 

such trag<'dy. It's impossible- to ignore- the absur
clit,· o f Edgar 's situa tio ns, and \ 'C' t you fi.nd your
se lf hoping for rc-cl c-mption hoping th a t in some 
\\'a, · a ll o r thf' ho rrible things tha t haw happe ned 
\\·ill be smooth ed o ut and Edga r will re ma in in 
yo ur mind as the swer t, innocent miracle hoy who 



m anaged to ove rcom e- a ll obstacles \\'ith hi s dig
nity intact. If tha t's wh a t yo u're looking fo r, then 
thi s no, ·d isn't l'or you. 

Wha t this novd doc-s clo sp<:'c tac ularl y is 
hook the rc-ader into th e- ston· with out much of' 
a driving plot and manage to pull things toge the r 
in a way that is simultaneously surpri sin g a nd 
satis!\1ing, ma king you wonde r why you didn' t 
see it coming. It 's exac tly the kind o f e nding that 
makes readers fini sh the las t paragra ph and sigh 
out lo ud , "oh, that was good ," then \\'Oncler how 
halfway through tlwy we re ready to put the book 
back on the shelf. 

One of the more amusing aspec ts o f' the 
novel is the na rrator's a bility to pe rsona li ze an 
evem by s\\'itehing betwt'C n first a nd third person , 
frequ entl y re fe rring to himself as " littl e Edga r" 
and "poor Edga 1: " \;\Iha t 's so endearing is the way 
this ma kes you fee l like you're sitting in a room 
with grown-up Edga1~ reminisc ing a bo ut the o ld 
days a nd sipping l<:' 111onack as you rock togethn 
in your cha irs. 

It 's no t a nove l l<>r the faint of' heart. E1110-

tiona lh- it pulls you in directi ons tha t you may ne, ·
er have contrm pla tecl before; it will thrill yo u ancl 
disgust you at the sa me time. Be pre pa red to hatc
it. But kee p reading till you don't it 's worth it. 
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