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the University of New Mexico. In June 1946, he had resumed intelligence
work in the U.S. State Department which had taken over the Research &
Analysis Branch of OSS. The jurist Franz Neumann headed the Central
European section; other members were Herbert Marcuse, the noted
philosopher who in the 1960s became an “idol of the counterculture”, and
Otto Kirchheimer, who philosophically all belonged to the so-called
Frankfurt School and favored German socialism (94). In 1954 and again in
1959 Arnold Price was sent on a fact-finding mission to Germany in order
to gain first-hand knowledge of the situation. “I interviewed several
political figures,” he reports. “I liked the Social Democrats, but was not
much impressed by them; on the other hand the Christian Democrats were
competent, but less likable” (104).

In 1960 Dr. Price left the State Department and moved to the Slavic and
Central European Division in the Reference Department of the Library of
Congress. He performed his duties there with his usual dedication and
pursuit of high standards, but at times got the impression that “the Library
was essentially a card factory with a set of stacks attached to it” (116).
When he retired from the Library of Congress in 1979 to pursue
bibliographic work for the American Historical Association (AHA), he
thought that the institution “had undergone a hardly perceptible shift from
providing service to becoming popular. ..Concern for the reader diminished,
hours of service were unnecessarily reduced, stacks were closed (for a time
even to the professional staff), and reference service did not adjust to new
research demands.” The Library of Congress, he thought, had “emulated the
Smithsonian by promoting glossy publications and an image of popular
culture” (124). The “solid workmanship of an earlier age” had diminished
and by the end of the twentieth century the Library was “becoming a card
(or date) factory in a museum setting” (125/126).

From 1980 to 1990 Dr. Price devoted his professional expertise and
wide-ranging research experience to the AHA’s publication called RPA
(Recently Published Articles) and also Writings on American History, both
first-rate research tools, which were however unceremoniously discontinued
at the end of 1990, perhaps in part due to the dawn of the computer age that
was also transforming research. During his tenure Dr. Price had “noted
several thousand titles a year” (134), yet he thought that also in
bibliographic work top craftsmanship had been declining. The AHA’s
Guide to Historical Literature, for instance, was in Dr. Price’s opinion “a
singular flop...reflecting a mutual self-adoration inherent in academia”
(135).

In his official retirement Arnold H. Price has remained the industrious
scholar, devoting his time to hammering out his controversial views on the
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Germanic warrior clubs, the existence of which he hoped to prove on the
basis of painstaking research and sophisticated interpretation. His My
Twentieth Century further reveals his keen analytical mind being at work
despite the burdens that old age inflicts. The memoir traces the path of a
public historian, yet barely touches on the author’s private life. It focuses
on “the intersection between research and government” in which he found
himself'to be “a content person in the forefront of this struggle” (148). In his
professional career Dr. Price had assumed “many disguises, such as
archeologist, intelligence analyst, soldier, teacher and librarian” as well as
bibliographer. “It was like being on stage,” he sums up, “taking on different
roles” (126), yet in all disguises he always remained the dedicated servant
of Clio.

Leo Schelbert
University of Illinois at Chicago

REVIEW ESSAY

Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs, editor and translator, Swiss Sisters Separated.
Pioneer Life in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Washington 1889-1914. From the
Letters of Louise Guillermin Dupertuis to Her Sister Elise Guillermin, the
Painter. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 2003.

This work of nearly 500 pages presents a rich harvest of documents,
data, and insights, derived from Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs’ painstaking and
expert effort as editor, translator, and interpreter. He first offers a concise
introduction concerning the letters which had been exchanged mainly
between Louise Guillermin Dupertuis (1848-1914), an 1889 immigrant to
Kansas, and also some of her children, with Elise (1851-1931) and Isaline
(b. 1841) Guillermin, the sisters of the book’s title. Despite Louise’s
frequent entreaties, Elise stayed in Crettaz-Tavex sur Ollon in the Swiss
canton of Vaud in whose studio the editor discovered their copious
correspondence (447). Most letters were written in French, yet gradually
Louise’s children changed over to English, a language which Elise luckily
understood. The collection contains, however, only one item of Louise’s
husband Henri-Louis Dupertuis (1852-1925) whom she had married in
1876. 1t is a thirty-six page handwritten report from 1889 (28-32, 49-54) to
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