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retained his New England craftsmanship but via California had been 
liberalized and developed his own style" (62). Through the Brighams the 
author met Frank Lloyd Wright in 1938, and also another person who was 
to become famous: 

So one day, when I was at the Brighams, the doorbell rang, I opened 
the door, and there was a fellow whom I took on first sight as one of 
George's subcontractors. It was [W.H.] Auden. The Brighams invited him 
for lunch: the black maid they hired for the occasion dutifully served 
meatballs, placing two on each plate, starting with Auden. When ~he had 
completed the round, she was perplexed because Auden's plate was 
empty; he had eaten the meatballs right away. I learned only recently that 
Auden never ate breakfast (62). 

After he had completed his studies for the Ph.D., A. Price searched for 
a teaching position, but to no avail. In September 1939, however, he had 
found employment in Detroit at a project of the Work Progress 
Administration (WP A); it involved "processing excavation finds from 
Seleucia-on-the-Tigris" (63), that is "working up the finds from the field" 
(64) and the making of slides. "We had a cross section of Detroit," the 
author explains. "The Depression did not discriminate. Our secretary was 
black, we had the widow of a car company executive, an elderly school 
teacher from the Thumb, a labor organizer. .. " (65) 

In late October 1942 Dr. Price was hired by the OSS for its "Central 
European Section of the Division of Special Information" (76) in which he 
and his collaborators had all to learn intelligence work on the job. The 
author's section was "charged with preparing a basic intelligence survey on 
various aspects of the German economy" (78) which proved to be a 
complex undertaking. "World War Two," A. Price explains, "put me under 
a constant and pervasive tension ... By the end of 1942 the war was still a 
fearsome event, although there was no real doubt about its ultimate, even 
costly outcome" (77). Although a naturalized U.S. citizen since the fall of 
1938, thus avoiding becoming an enemy alien and also being drafted into 
the military, he was repeatedly interrogated as to his loyalty and kept under 
constant surveillance throughout his career in government service. 

On September 30, 1945, the OSS was abolished and for a time Dr. Price 
taught German prisoners of war at places like Fort Getty in Rhode Island, 
or he was helping to screen them "for suitability as policemen in Germany" 
(90). "It was a strange setting:" he remarks, "temporary army barracks, 
isolated on an island in the middle of Narragansett Bay and fully exposed 
to the weather" (91). In April 1946 Arnold Price was discharged from 
military service, and during the academic year 1947/48 he taught history at 
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the University of New Mexico. In June 1946, he had resumed intelligence 
work in the U.S. State Department which had taken over the Research & 
Analysis Branch of OSS. The jurist Franz Neumann headed the Central 
European section; other members were Herbert Marcuse, the noted 
philosopher who in the 1960s became an "idol of the counterculture", and 
Otto Kirchheimer, who philosophically all belonged to the so-called 
Frankfurt School and favored German socialism (94). In 1954 and again in 
1959 Arnold Price was sent on a fact-finding mission to Germany in order 
to gain first-hand knowledge of the situation. "I interviewed several 
political figures," he reports. "I liked the Social Democrats, but was not 
much impressed by them; on the other hand the Christian Democrats were 
competent, but less likable" (104). 

In 1960 Dr. Price left the State Department and moved to the Slavic and 
Central European Division in the Reference Department of the Library of 
Congress. He performed his duties there with his usual dedication and 
pursuit of high standards, but at times got the impression that "the Library 
was essentially a card factory with a set of stacks attached to it" (116). 
When he retired from the Library of Congress in 1979 to pursue 
bibliographic work for the American Historical Association (AHA), he 
thought that the institution "had undergone a hardly perceptible shift from 
providing service to becoming popular ... Concern for the reader diminished, 
hours of service were unnecessarily reduced, stacks were closed (for a time 
even to the professional staff), and reference service did not adjust to new 
research demands." The Library of Congress, he thought, had "emulated the 
Smithsonian by promoting glossy publications and an image of popular 
culture" (124). The "solid workmanship of an earlier age" had diminished 
and by the end of the twentieth century the Library was "becoming a card 
(or date) factory in a museum setting" (125/126). 

From 1980 to 1990 Dr. Price devoted his professional expertise and 
wide-ranging research experience to the AHA's publication called RPA 
(Recently Published Articles) and also Writings on American History, both 
first-rate research tools, which were however unceremoniously discontinued 
at the end of 1990, perhaps in part due to the dawn of the computer age that 
was also transforming research. During his tenure Dr. Price had "noted 
several thousand titles a year" (134), yet he thought that also in 
bibliographic work top craftsmanship had been declining. The AHA's 
Guide to Historical Literature, for instance, was in Dr. Price's opinion "a 
singular flop ... reflecting a mutual self-adoration inherent in academia" 
(135). 

In his official retirement Arnold H. Price has remained the industrious 
scholar, devoting his time to hammering out his controversial views on the 
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Germanic warrior clubs, the existence of which he hoped to prove on the 
basis of painstaking research and sophisticated interpretation. His My 
Twentieth Century further reveals his keen analytical mind being at work 
despite the burdens that old age inflicts. The memoir traces the path of a 
public historian, yet barely touches on the author's private life. It focuses 
on "the intersection between research and government" in which he found 
himself to be "a content person in the forefront of this struggle" ( 148). In his 
professional career Dr. Price had assumed "many disguises, such as 
archeologist, intelligence analyst, soldier, teacher and librarian" as well as 
bibliographer. "It was like being on stage," he sums up, "taking on different 
roles" (126), yet in all disguises he always remained the dedicated servant 
of Clio. 

Leo Schelbert 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

REVIEW ESSAY 

Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs, editor and translator, Swiss Sisters Separated. 
Pioneer Life in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Washington 1889-1914. From the 
Letters of Louise Guillermin Dupertuis to Her Sister Elise Guillermin, the 
Painter. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 2003. 

This work of nearly 500 pages presents a rich harvest of documents, 
data, and insights, derived from Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs' painstaking and 
expert effort as editor, translator, and interpreter. He first offers a concise 
introduction concerning the letters which had been exchanged mainly 
between Louise Guillermin Dupertuis (1848-1914), an 1889 immigrant to 
Kansas, and also some of her children, with Elise ( 1851-1931) and Isa line 
(b. 1841) Guillermin, the sisters of the book's title. Despite Louise's 
frequent entreaties, Elise stayed in Crettaz-Tavex sur Ollon in the Swiss 
canton of Vaud in whose studio the editor discovered their copious 
correspondence (447). Most letters were written in French, yet gradually 
Louise's children changed over to English, a language which Elise luckily 
understood. The collection contains, however, only one item of Louise's 
husband Henri-Louis Dupertuis (1852-1925) whom she had married in 
1876. It is a thirty-six page handwritten report from 1889 (28-32, 49-54) to 
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