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3) If the Boy is not willing to learn or be dili-
gent, obedient and conscientious in his work or
should he become disloyal and should such
punishment as the Master is allowed to give by
law prove futile, the master shall address the
director, who, in these and other cases where
there is reason for complaint, shall take such
measures the circumstances shall allow and as
protection, which the directors owe the boy
until he reaches the age of 24, shall make possi-
ble. The Master shall also report to the Director
if the aforesaid boy, against any presumption,
should leave his Apprenticeship or commit any
crime for which he could be prosecuted. The
Boy will not make any announcements in the
newspapers regarding his circumstances in
this or in other matters. When a complaint is
made either by the Boy or his Master, the
Master is obliged to appear in the Director’s
Office on Request.

The Master will, at his own expense, see to it
that the Apprentice is enrolled in the Guild as
an Apprentice and then as a Journeyman as
soon as the Articles of the Guild do so allow.”

Copenhagen 2 October 1848
On Behalf of the Directorate

EIBE
Director of the Royal Danish Orphanage
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Standing on his Own Feet

After Julius Strandberg finished his apprenticeship as a
printer in 1854, he worked as a hand compositor in various
- printing houses in Copenhagen for seven years. In his spare
time he worked as a journalist at some of the contemporary
satirical magazines and while he was editor of such a maga-
' zine, he took over a business at 17 Sct. Regnegade. “But (as
- Julius Strandberg writes in his diary) then a Man kindly stole
, two silver candlesticks from the palace chapel and was
- caught by an old Woman”. The result of this was the quick
 publication of a ballad which sold more than 7,000 copies in
three days. “This seems to be the Road to Success”,
- Strandberg continues, and shortly after that he founded the
Jul. Strandberg Publishing Firm” on 1 May 1861 which was
to develop into the largest publisher of popular light litera-
ture in Denmark.
: In a short period of time the premises in Sct.
Regnegade became too small and in the autumn of 1861 the
firm moved to larger premises at 18 Holmensgade (now
Bremerholm) which was where Julius Strandberg would
run his publishing business for the following 21 years.
In 1882 Julius Strandberg moved his business to two
- properties which he had purchased over the years at 18
- Vingaardsstraede.
Strandberg did not just sell ballads even if the
productlon of these made up a significant part of his profit in
more than 40 years as a businessman.

In his active years in business he wrote and published
more than 12,000 different ballads and his contemporaries
rightly called him “the uncrowned king of broadsheet
ballads”. In the good ballad years he would publish a total of
a little under 500,000 copies, an astonishing number in a
society which did not exceed two million people. Apart from
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the ballads he also published a large number of books and
other small publications: practical handbooks for farmers,
gardening books, books with recipes for cooking, baking and
making preserves and jams both for people in the country
and in the city, books on how to interpret dreams, booksf
containing advice on household remedies from wise men
and women and with advice for young lovers finding it |
difficult to express themselves in writing to each other.
Books with traditional rhymes and a daily newspaper
“Christianhavns Avis” were also published by Julius Strandberg.

From the early 1880s and to his death in 1903 Julius
Strandberg wrote and translated a number of American.
stories, particularly stories about the American Indians.

This was an indication of the increasing Danish
interest in America and life over there. That the enterprise
was a success is clear from the sales statements in his diaries
which make up some of the treasures of The Danish Folklore
Collection (Dansk Folkemindesamling). ‘

But the ballads remained the mainstay of his pubhsh-J
ing business. Strandberg showed that he had a distinct ﬂa1r|
for current news and for what people thought and felt. He
was an accomplished businessman who with the support ofl
his own printers had every opportunity to have his produc-h
tions printed immediately. (One example from the diaries’
mentioned previously: “16.7.1888. At a quarter to four some- 1
one jumped off the Round Tower (Rundetaarn). At a quarter‘
past four the ballad was being printed. At seven o’clock it
was on the streets. 2,000 copies were sold”. |

Julius Strandberg created an efficient, national distrib-
ution network because he had definite agreements with a.
large number of stationary booksellers, travelling book-
sellers, market singers, street singers and ballad singers. He
thus made sure that his ballads reached every corner of the
country within a short period of time. Furthermore, he also.
created a large market for his ballads in the Faroe Islands, in

—66—




