










Hoover. Many of the student employeesand at least one staff member later became
faculty membersaround the country.

Good progresswas made also becauseElizabeth Huff kept to a steadycourse,and she did
keep a close eye on the entire operation. She was not a librarian in the modern
managerialsense,concernedwith cost-efficiency and workflow, but rather she might be
better described as an enlightened amateur. Had she been a technocrat, it is unlikely
that many of thosespecialmaterialswould have beenacquired.

She attended CEAL meetings each year, mainly for the Opportunity to see those few
membersshe consideredwell informed, who would have interesting things to say about
unusual new acquisitions.But she seemsnot to have liked most of the sessions. As she
said years later: -There was, to my mind, a monstrouslyvulgar emphasison the part of
the majority of the membersupon quantity, accessionstatistics. That undoubtedlystill
continues. To my mind it's totally meaningless.-17

Much as she delighted in the fine materials she had collected, she was at heart a
scholar, and wanted, at the earliest possible moment, to return to the life of scholarship.
And thus, she asked to retire in December of 1967 when she met the requirement--20
years of service or 55 years of age--which, it happened,coincided that year. She was
persuadedby the Librarian, Donald Coney, her great ally, to continue for one more year
until he too would be retiring. She said that what she neededto do for the library had
been done: it was in good shape, much of the collection was catalogued,the uncata­
logued books were under control, there was a good staff, and an establishedroutine.18

The progressthat had been made is attestedby the dispatching to the pressof the book
catalog of the Asami Library and the �p�h�o�t�o�g�r�a�p�h�i�n�~ by G.K. Hall of the card catalog,
which appeared-soon after in twenty-threevolumes.1 Elizabeth Huff concludedher last
annual report with the words: -Rest you merry, books and loyal staff who shaped a
treasure-house.-20
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