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Book Reviews
Baker, Wendy , and Andrew Haslam. Sound: A Creative Hands-On Approach
to Science. Photographs by Jon Barnes. Macmillan, 1993. ISBN 0-68971665-6. $12.95. 48 pp.

A- 3+

NF

Reviewed by William Baer

PB

Sound is an enjoyable introduction to the world of sound. This is not a
book to just sit down and (ead. Rather, it requires active participation. On this
guided tour you can build a sound cannon and musical scales or explore how the
ear works and why sound sometimes echoes off a wall.
This book is an excellent tool for nurturing inquisitive minds. Most of the
experiments are easy to do, but some may require an adult to drill holes or to
saw through materials. At the beginning of each section is a short (1-2
paragraphs) explanation of what the experiment will show, as well as a list of
necessary materials. The instructions are easy to follow, and there are helpful
photographs. One warning is in order; the last few experiments in the book are
actually directions for building drums, pipes, and string instruments. Be
prepared to hear some sounds. All in all, Sounds is a delightful guide to the
world of sound.

• •••

Challoner, Jack. The Science Book of Numbers . Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1992. ISBN 0-15-200623-0 $9.95.29 p.

C 1-4 NF

Reviewed by Eula Ewing Monroe

This collection of activities involve children actively in the use of numbers.
The title and the summary, which state that the book "includes simple activities
that illustrate some of the ways we use numbers, " led me to believe I would find
meaningful connections between the use of number and scientific applications.
This I did in some instances; the reader is told how to create a shadow clock
and then is given the example of a sundial as a form of shadow clock.
The book has several significant shortcomings, however. In many
instances, mathematics concepts are not presented appropriately. "We use
numbers to tell us exactly how heavy things are" (p. 20). This statement may
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lead readers to infer that measurement is exact, which is not the case. The
instructions for several of the activities were unclear and therefore required
several readings. Primarily because of this lack of clarity, there is a question
of the age appropriateness of some activities. The most significant shortcoming
involves missed opportunities or incomplete statements regarding the meaningful
use of numbers in science. Very confusing is the use of the term natural
numbers (p. 17), which is followed by a brief discussion of the symmetry of
snowflakes. Most young students will miss any connection here .

••••

Coerr, Eleanor. Sadako. Illustrated by Ed Young. G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1993.
ISBN 0-399-21771-1. $16.93. Unpaginated.

*

2-5

BI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

The life of Sadako Sasaki is the subject of another Eleanor Coerr book; this
time Coerr presents a poignant chronicle of Sadako's last year, beginning before
she is diagnosed as having leukemia. Sadako goes to the Peace Garden at
festival time to pay respect to her grandparents, who died in the atomic bomb
attack on Hiroshima. Sadako's passion is running. When she feels weak during
a race, she keeps silent, and at the end of the race she collapses. She wants to
live-to be healthy. Her friend Chizukor folds a golden paper crane and tells
her, "If a sick person folds one thousand paper cranes, the gods will grant her
wish and make her well again.·
In the months that follow, during
hospitalizations and visits home, Sadako folds 644 paper cranes before she dies.
Her classmates and friends fold the remaining cranes so that Sadako may be
buried with her thousand paper cranes. Children across Japan memorialize
Sadako's wish for peace with a bronze statue in Peace Garden.
Complementing this sensitive text are Ed Young's fine pastel illustrations.
Sadako's pain and the devastation caused by the bomb, the love and respect of
the family, and the hope for peace are evident in the illustrations. The
movement of the cranes appears almost magical: the images, particularly of a
young patient dying of leukemia, are haunting. Emotions, not cold historical
facts, surface in this biography, which could be well used in the classroom or
home as the basis for discussions ranging from war and death to peace, family,
and friends.

• •••
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Crew, Gary. Strange Objects. Simon & Schuster, 1993. ISBN 0-671-79759X. $14.00
.
216 pp.

B 6+

FI

Reviewed by Donna Jorgensen

Strange Objects won the Children's Book Council of Australia Book of the
Year: Older Readers Award. Sixteen-year-old Stephen Messenger discovers
valuable relics from a seventeenth-century shipwreck while on a school camping
trip. He accidentally brings home a ring that was found among the relics, and
he discovers it has mysterious powers. The story of Stephen is interwoven with
newspaper accounts that translate the diary of a shipwrecked man and his
seventeen-year-old psychotic companion; the diary was also found with the
relics.
Not only are the objects strange, but the characters in this book are strange
too. The ring has effects very much like those of a drug, and it appears to be
as addictive. In the end Stephen mysteriously disappears.
The writing style is good, and the author moves successfully back and forth
between Stephen's account and the newspaper accounts. Perhaps I missed some
important element of the story, but I did not enjoy it.

••••
de Mejo, Oscar. Oscar de Mejo's ABC. HarperCollins, 1992. ISBN 0-06020517-2. $16.89. Unpaginated.
•

All

NF

PB

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Oscar de Mejo is a famous painter who was influenced by such diverse
artists as Giotto, Rousseau and Philome Obin, as well as by Barnum & Bailey
posters and Dick Tracy comic strips. He painted for many years, but until one
of his young relatives was fascinated by his painting of a man who resembled
a bird, de Mejo had no intention to do illustrations for children's books. Each
letter in this alphabet book is illustrated with small segments of deMejo's
paintings. For example, the letter M is a picture of a Pilgrim mother who has
just given birth; she is surrounded by other Pilgrims and Indians. According to
"A Message from Oscar de Mejo" at the very end of the book, this illustration
is taken from the painting Virginia Dare, the first baby born in America to
English parents. The letter S is a picture of the Statue painting Over There, in
which the lady with the torch witnesses "the departure of American soldiers for
Europe in 1917."
This book contains a wonderful collection o portions of de Mejo's
paintings; adults will greatly appreciate the work. Some things may have to be
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explained to children, but children will also appreciate the book simply as an aid
in learning the alphabet.

••••

Dillon, Eilfs. Children of Bach. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1992. ISBN 0-68419440-6. $13 .95. 164 pp.

A 8+

FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Peter, Suzy, and Pauli are from a very musical family. They live in
Budapest, Hungary during World War II with their parents, who are concert
violinists. The children are also taking music lessons and learning to play the
violin. One day when they come home from school, their mother and father and
Aunt Eva (who works so that the family may pursue their music) are gone. The
suitcase the parents always take to the concert hall is gone, but their violins are
lying on the bed. The children eventually learn that the older family members
have been arrested by the Gestapo, as have the parents of David, Suzy's practice
partner. David joins the other three children, and eventually, Aunt Eva (who
miraculously escapes from the soldiers) comes back and tells the four frightened
children what has happened. Through friends , the small group , including an
annoying neighbor lady, escapes from Budapest by hiding in the secret
compartment of a big truck. They make their way to the mountains of Italy,
where they are able to wait out the war.
Even though the book does not dwell on the cruelties of the Nazi Regime,
the terror of these young children is real. Music becomes their only outlet, and
the thought that someday they may become great musicians like their parents
gives them the courage to endure many days of being trapped in the compartment of the old truck. This book will be interesting to the reader, mainly
because the characters, despite their frightening experiences, are very much
siblings-they interact just like real children. The love they share is deep and
essential to their well-being. And Aunt Eva helps to carry them through.
Dillon has crafted a fast-paced novel that is rich with dialogue and
interesting characters. Those people who help the children are real and
compassionate: no bad guys here. Even though there is tension throughout the
book, the ending is satisfying but not sentimental-highly recommended this to
any young person who is interested in adventure, excitement, and music .

••••
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Duey, Kathleen. Mr. Stumpgus$ Is a Third Grader. Illustrated by Gioia
Fiammenghi. Avon Camelot, 1992. ISBN 0-380-76939-5. $2.99. 72 pp.

A 3+

FI

Reviewed by Tug Wagstaff

Mr. Stumpguss is a retired man who has volunteered to do community
service in a third-grade class. The students learn to love him. He tells great
stories and draws very well, but during reading time he stops smiling and
helping. Two of the students finally solve the mystery: Mr. Stumpguss can't
read! They set up a scheme to "snooker" the teacher and the rest of the class.
Mr. Stumpguss memorizes a story and pretends to read. But it doesn't work,
and Mr. Stumpguss is humiliated. In the end, Mr. Stumpguss reluctantly agrees
to learn to read with the third graders.
This story would be best suited for third graders or teachers of any grade .

••••

Fisher, Leonard Everett. Gutenberg. Macmillan, 1993. ISBN 0-02-735238-2.
$14.95. Unpaginated.
A

4-9

BI

PB

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

About all I knew of Johann Gutenberg was that he invented the movable
type in 1450. Leonard Fisher's concise picture book quickly informed me that
Johann's surname wasn't Gutenberg (which means "good mountain house" in
German). That was simply the name of the great house owned by his
aristocratic parents, Friele and Else Gensfleisch, in Mainz, Germany. What
little is known of this mystery man is recounted in this book, and the text is
accompanied by Fisher's black and white illustrations.
Fisher depicts the people as dependable, hard-working German folk, and
his choice of black and white seems particularly appropriate to illustrate the life
of the man responsible for printed books. I particularly enjoyed the way Fisher
drew the title; the letters remind one of the typeface in Gutenberg's first German
Bible. Fisher' s closing illustrations show the inventor's name (but backwards)
on the movable metal letters used for printing.
The book includes a chronology, a present-day map of Germany superimposed on a map of Germany in Gutenberg's time, a short explanation of
others who worked on similar inventions, and what is known of Gutenberg's
struggle to perfect his system for printing words mechanically. Fisher has
produced a most informative book about a man obsessed with putting ideas into
print.

••••
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Gherman, Beverly. E. B. White: Some Writer! Atheneum, 1992. ISBN 0689-31672-0. $13.95. 136 pp.

*

7+

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

BI

Those who enjoyed reading about Wilbur, Zuckerman's famous pig, and
the adventures of Stuart, the tiny mouse, can now discover how these stories
came to be by reading Beverly Gherman's sensitively written biography of E.B.
(Andy) White.
Gherman skillfully weaves together excerpts from accounts of Andy
White's life with poems, letters, essays, and writings. Just as Andy creates
realistic animal characters with just the right touch of fantasy, Gherman relates
Andy's life with just the right amount of detail. The short chapters contain
many black and white photographs and illustrations. Gherman includes all
aspects of Andy White's character, from his early fears of speaking in front of
groups to his worries about world peace and his health. The result is a realistic
picture of the author's life.
The reader learns that Andy White was a shy child who gained his love of
words from his father and his love of nature from his mother. Andy was the
youngest of six children: he began writing a journal at the age of eight. He
treasured his summers on the Great Pond in Maine, enjoyed cross-country
adventures in a Model T, lived in stimulating New York City, and became a
writer for the New Yorker. Gherman also tells of Andy's marriage and his love
for his children and grandchildren; they know him as a farmer who raised
sheep, pigs, and geese.
Older children and even adults can relate to Andy White's story, empathize
with the shyness he struggled with since childhood, and come to understand an
author who loved nature and expressed its wonder in his writing .

••••

Hamilton, Virginia. Paul Robeson. HarperCollins, 1992. ISBN 0-06-0221895. $14.89. 217 pp.

A 6+

BI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Virginia Hamilton spent five years writing a biography of Paul Robeson,
a black American, world famous singer, actor, and social activist who fought
against racial prejudice all his life (1898-1974).
In 1915 Paul Robeson did the unheard of-he won a scholarship to an allwhite school, Rutgers University. Hamilton gives vivid examples of the
prejudice Robeson suffered in college. His football team members smashed his
nose and stepped on his hands with cleats. After he tossed the cleat offender
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over his head, the team treated him witQ respect. In England he was accepted
as an actor and singer, but the Savoy Hotel refused to let him and his wife
attend a party there in their honor. Hamilton contrasts these difficulties and
others he had while in America to the kind treatment he enjoyed in Russia from
his first visit in 1933 until his last visit in 1959. Because of his friendship with
Russia, Robeson was labeled a communist sympathizer; his passport was
revoked for six years. The high point of the book is the transcript of his
appearance before the House UnAmerican Activities committee (HUAC) in
1956. As Hamilton says, his appearance showed ·conclusively that a strong
man willing and able to face the consequences of his actions could not be
intimidated.· By 1958 Robeson was reinstated as a U.S. citizen because public
opinion had shifted in his favor, but Hamilton's biography gives ample evidence
that Robeson never changed from the determined young man at Rutgers to the
man who presented his views in his autobiography Here I Stand in 1958 until
his death in 1974 at age seventy six. Hamilton's biography does not make the
reader proud of white America; instead, it makes one tremendously proud of a
talented, determined, and courageous black American .

••••
Hayes, Daniel. Eye of the Beholder. David R. Godine, 1992. ISBN 0-87923881 -X. $ 14.95. 188 pp.

A 5-9

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

If Tyler and Lymie hadn't had the chicken pox together, it would never
have happened. If they hadn't decided to move Lymie to Tyler's house so that
they could keep each other company instead of itching separately, they would
never have thought of such a harebrained scheme. And if the famous sculptor,
Bagdolio hadn ' t lived in Wakefield for a time, and if Lymie didn't have air for
brains, and if Tyler didn't always go along with Lymie's ideas even though he
know they'll get into trouble-they would never have done it, would they?
In preparation for a celebration for Bagdolio, the city plans to dredge the
river, in hope of finding something that belonged to the great one. Lymie and
Tyler decide they can certainly create heads that look as good as the ones
Bagdolio became famous for, and with the help of a Black & Decker drill and
polishing wheel, they do. Of course, throwing them in the part of the river that
will be dredged is carrying things a bit far. And when the heads are found and
hailed as authentic, Tyler and Lymie have a real problem on their hands.
This is Daniel Hayes' second book about these two bags-of-trouble-waitingto-happen. (The first was The Trouble with Lemons.) It is written with good
humor and the sure knowledge that boys like Lymie and Tyler do exist and will
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always find a scrape to get in to. Their antics make a great story-this is a
thoroughly enjoyable book.

• •••

Kalish Muriel and Lionel. Bears on the Stairs: A Beginner's Book of Rhymes.
Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-44918-4. $7.95. 12 pp.
Kalish, Muriel and Lionel. Who Says Moo? A Beginners Book of Animal
Sounds. Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-44917-6. $7.95. 12 pp.

B Pre-2

PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

The foldouts in Who Says Moo? are a clever way to review animal sounds
with preschoolers. Preschoolers will also enjoy the foldouts in Bears on the
Stairs, a beginning rhyme book. Colorful cartoonlike animal illustrations add
to the fun, and beginning readers will have no trouble with the easy-to-read text.

••••

Kaye, Marilyn. Real Heroes. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1993. ISBN 0-15200563-3. $16.95. 144 pp.

A 4-8

FI

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

Kevin Delaney is beset by preadolescent troubles. Along with the usual
school woes and struggles over relationships with friends, Kevin must deal with
his parents' separation. There is one person in whom he feels he can confide-a
favorite teacher. When this teacher is found to be HIV positive, the community
fights to have him fired. When Kevin's father actively urges the teacher's
dismissal, Kevin's already stretched loyalties reach the breaking point.
Real Heroes poignantly portrays the very adult stresses that face young
people today as they come of age. The interaction and struggle between Kevin
and his parents is realistic and not overdone. His difficulty in maintaining
friendships that he is outgrowing as he finds his own values and interests is
realistically portrayed. Kevin's struggle to reconcile his feelings about his
mentor, whom he now finds to be homosexual and very possibly facing death,
are gently explored. The reader never feels beaten over the head by a message
or moral, and the characters remain whole and consistent to the end.
This is a thought-provoking story that doesn't sacrifice any of its
readability to make a point. It is a winner .

••••
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Kelly, M.A. A Child's Book of Wildflowers. Illustrated by Joyce Powzyk.
Macmillan, 1992. ISBN 0-02-750142-6. $ 15.95. 32 pp.

B

4+

NF

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

This beautifully illustrated book describes twenty-four common wildflowers
of North America, including the sunflower, dandelion, and daisy. To help
identify each flower, the author lists the time of year the flower blooms, the size
of the plant, and the color of the flower. Each page is wonderfully artistic, with
soft, watercolor paintings of the flower surrounding the text. The author relates
the history and folklore of each flower and presents interesting information:
"The dark spot on a lady's thumb leaf looks something like a bruise-so people
used the leaves to treat bruises." At the end of each description, there is a
section on how to use each flower, such as using the milky dandelion juice to
remove warts.
Parents or teachers should read this book first and then paraphrase it for
children. The vocabulary is difficult for young children: the first sentence in
the book reads, "Touch-me-not is indigenous, or native, to eastern North
America." It would also be difficult for young children to identify wildflowers
correctly from the illustrations without an adult's help. A Child's Book 10
Wildflowers is a beautiful book that would be best used by children and adults
together.

••••
Krull, Kathleen. Lives of the Musicia1ls: Good TImes, Bad TImes (And What
the Neighbors Thought). Illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN 0-15-248010-2. $18.95 . 96 pp.
A

4-8

BI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Fascinating and humorous biographies of twenty famous composers,
including Antonio Vivaldi, Clara Schumann, Steven Foster, Scott Joplin, Igor
Stravinsky, George Gershwin, and Woody Guthrie, gives the reader insight into
the personalities and creativity of these musicians. Bach, who was working for
a duke, wanted to quit; he was then thrown into prison, where he wrote forty-six
musical compositions in a month. Mozart, at age three, climbed onto the bench
of the clavier and began imitating the playing of his older sister. Beethoven's
insults left him at odds with many of his contemporaries. "For an overweight
violinist, he wrote a song called 'Praise to the Fat One. '" On his brother's
business card-which read "Johann van Beethoven, Landowner"-Beethoven
scrawled "Ludwig van Beethoven, Brain Owner."
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Krull, who studied music at three universities and plays five instruments,
presents engaging biographical essays. These essays are complemented by color
portraits with caricature-like oversized heads, and props that reflect some aspect
of the musicians' lives. This collective biography is an excellent reference
source-much more enlightening than encyclopedia articles- and comes
complete with glossary and index. With the composers' most famous works
mentioned in the biographies, teachers and parents will find the book useful to
introduce the music of each composer. A high-priority acquisition for public
and school libraries that need to expand their music collection .

••••

Levine, Ellen . . . . If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island. Illustrated by
Wayne Parmenter. Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-46134-6. $15 .95. 80
pp.

A

4-6

NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Have you wondered what it was like to arrive on Ellis Island as an
immigrant in the late 1800s . . . or what immigrants ate during their voyage to
America? These and many other questions about immigrant life are answered
in Ellen Levine's ... If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis IsLand.
The look of patient wonder in the eyes of the blue-eyed immigrant girl on
the front cover attracted me to this information book. Wayne Parmenter's
illustrations are beautifully done, and their realism helps explain the text to 4th
to 6th grade readers. The concise text is organized into one- to two-page
chapters. The large print, bolded chapter headings, and 9-1/2 by 8 inch size of
the book are inviting also. To answer the questions of the curious child, or to
foster an appreciation for ancestors and immigrant life, I highly recommend this
book.

• •••

Lewin, Ted. I Was a Teenage Professional WrestLer. Orchard Books, 1993.
ISBN 0-531-08627-5. $16.95. 128 pp.

A 7+

BI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Those who are familiar with Ted Lewin's extraordinary watercolor
illustrations (The Potato Man, The Great Pumpkin Switch) may be surprised to
discover that he supported himself in art school as a full-time wrestler.
In I Was a Teenage Professional WrestLer, Lewin recounts the events and
the often outrageous antics used by those in the wrestling world to entertain their
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fans. Accompanied by photographs, sketches, and paintings, Lewin's text
portrays the sights and sounds that made up his wrestling world; he attempted
to capture these same qualities in every painting he did in his art world.
Born into a family that loved to entertain, all three Lewin brothers liked
the camaraderie and show business craziness of wrestling. Lewin's affection for
his fellow wrestlers and their outrageous costumes and style is captured in the
portraits and drawings he did between matches. Fellow wrestlers' affection and
pride in Lewin's art is exemplified in an incident recounted by his friend Dr.
Jerry Graham. Graham tells how he bought a magazine story about spies and
Nazis and recognized one of Ted's illustrations because the SS man had the man
on the ground with a double wristlock. Sure enough, there was Ted's name in
the comer. Graham said proudly, "I just knew it, because that wristlock was
perfect. "
One warning to adults: Ted Lewin describes the realistic world of
wrestlers, including direct quotations. Many of these men, including the three
Lewin brothers, peppered their conversation with profanity. The book would
sound rather unrealistic otherwise .

••••

Lowry, Lois. Attaboy, Sam! Illustrated by Diane deGroat. Houghton Mifflin,
1992. ISBN 0-395-61588-7. $13.95. 116 pp.

A- 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Sam Krupnik, indomitable small brother of Anastasia Krupnik, is making
a birthday present for his mother. The present is in his toy box, which has been
renamed "The Lab." His gift is coming along nicely-except it bubbles. Sam
can hear it plopping and blupping away in the toy box. And it is beginning to
smell rather terrible, which is a problem, because it is supposed to be perfume.
Sam has added his mother's favorite smells to the mixture, like his father's pipe
and some of his clean hair, and fresh bread dough, so it ought to be perfect.
But it doesn't seem to be turning out that way.
This is another book for young readers that is guaranteed to make them
giggle and snort. Sam thinks things out so logically that they should make
sense, but somehow things always go awry. Lowry tells her story with great
sympathy for Sam and his family. As real people in real situations, they really
make us laugh-a satisfying read-aloud, as well as a pleasant private read .

••••

Lyons, Mary E. Letters from a Slave Girl: The Story of Harriet Jacobs.
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1992. ISBN 0-684-19446-5. $13.95. 146 pp.
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A- 6+

BI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Harriet Jacobs was born a slave in North Carolina in 1813 and lived long
after slavery was abolished; she died in 1897. She recorded her story in
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. Lyons has taken a different approach to
this interesting tale. She has Harriet tell her story through a series of letters
to various people-all of them relatives who have either died or who have
escaped from slavery and are living in the North. Harriet tells of the
persecutions she must endure, the advances of white men , which resulted in two
children, and the fear that comes when her owner, the kindly "Missus Elizabeth
Hormiblow,· dies and many of Harriet's family members are sold at the auction
block. Eventually, Harriet decides to go into hiding rather than be a slave. For
seven long years, she lives in a little attic space in her grandmother's home until
her owner finally stops looking for her. She is taken from the attic, and through
a series of terrifying events, is brought to the North, where she spends the
remainder of her days.
The book is a little difficult to read at first, because Lyons has done such
a fine job of writing in the dialect of the Negro slave, but the mature reader
should adapt quickly. The story is intriguing and fast-paced . Through this firstperson account, the reader will come to better understand the sorrow, terror,
and agony that the slaves had to endure. Harriet emerges as a true hero and
later devotes her days of freedom to helping the antislavery cause. Included in
the book is a glossary of nineteenth-century words the reader may find difficult
to understand. The book also contains photographs of some of the people and
places described in the text and several fine drawings of the area where Harriet
spent those seven lonely years cramped into a space only a little bigger than a
coffin. But as Harriet's Uncle Joseph once told her; "The poverty and hardship
of freedom are always better than slavery.· Anyone interested in the slave
question will find this a deeply moving story of courage, love, and persistence .

••••

Markle, Sandra. Math Mini-Mysteries. Atheneum, 1993 . ISBN 0-689-31700X. $14.95. 58 pp.

•

4-6 NF

Reviewed by Eula Ewing Monroe

By using appealing text and photography to present problem-solving
situations, Markle actively engages the reader in investigations using
mathematics in a variety of real-world contexts. The reader will have the
opportunity to learn how to predict the eruption of Yellowstone's Old Faithful
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geyser, to use some of the mathematics the artist for Mount Rushmore used, and
to solve other interesting problems.
This book is a superb example of children's literature that enhances the
development of mathematical connections, communication, problem solving, and
reasoning, as specified in the Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School
Mathematics (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, 1989). It promotes
active, meaningful , and enjoyable learning of mathematics .

••••

McKean, Thomas. The Haunted Circus. Simon & Schuster, 1993. ISBN 0671-72998-5. $13.00. 168 pp.

A 4+

FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Tad, Joe, and Martha feel magic in the air and can't resist looking for it.
The magic, however, finds their cousin Edith, who is staying with them. Edith
had not looked forward to visiting Bluebird Hall; likewise, her cousins dreaded
having Edith visit. When Edith reveals her secret travel to another world in an
effort to restore the children's grandfather to his family, all four children
become involved in the quest. In a hospital mix-up, their grandfather, Timothy,
was sent to an orphanage, and his family was told he had died. If this wrong
is not righted, the children will cease to exist. Five voyages are made in an
attempt to find Timothy and return him to his family. Edith finally locates the
hospital, which appears to be haunted. Tad, Joe, and Martha find their
grandfather working as a spy during the Second World War, and they save his
life. Finally, Edith visits him as an old man and succeeds in bringing him
home.
This book is the second in the author's "Doors into Time" trilogy; the first
is The Secret of the Seven Willows. Although there are some references to the
other two books, this book can easily stand independent of the other two.
In some respects, the children seem too ingenious and heroic for the story
to be believable. However, considering the age level the book is written for,
the story may be more appealing to certain readers. Rooms and doors that
aren't there, a talking owl, and a magic ring all add to the intrigue in each highadventure encounter. This magic gives the children a common goal, which
helps them build a close friendship .

••••
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McLerran, Alice. Kisses. Illustrated by Mary Morgan.
ISBN 0-590-44711-3. $4.95. 24 pp.

B Pre

FI

PB

Scholastic, 1993.

Reviewed by Lovisa Lyman

McLerren and Morgan show us all kinds of kisses-little friend to little
friend, mother to baby, bearded man to not-50-sure little girl, and the everfamous Eskimo and butterfly kisses.
This small-sized baby book would probably appeal to its audience. The
pictures are sweet; the subject is universally appealing. Overall the book is
cuddly.

• •••

Mills, Lauren. Tatterhood and the Hobgoblins. Little, Brown, 1993. ISBN 0316-57406-6. $15.95. 28 pp.

A K-3

FI

Reviewed by Lovisa Lyman

PB

Based on a Norwegian folktale, Tallerhood and the Hobgoblins is the story
of a childless queen who braves the hobgoblin-infested woods to find and eat a
magic plant that enables her to have a child. Unfortunately, she eats both the
prescribed plant and a prohibited one and has two daughters instead of one.
One of them is the perfect child, beautiful and well-bred. The other,
Tatterhood, is wild and unpredictable. The children are devoted to each other,
however, and the mother loves both, though neither she nor anyone else knows
how to deal with Tatterhood.
The fairly convoluted plot is not the book's greatest strength. The pictures
are. Done in muted tones that capture the Norwegian landscape and spirit, they
could very well win this book a prize. Overall the story is intriguing, but it is
the illustrations that make it worth buying .

••••

Moore, Lilian (comp). Sunflakes, Poems for Children . Illustrated by Jan
Ormerod. Clarion, 1992. ISBN 0-395-58833-2. $18.95. 96 pp.

A K-3

Yf

PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

In her introduction to this lovely collection of poems for children, Lilian
Moore says:
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Poems in the life of the child can be like the dowsing sticks that are said
to find underground streams .. . they help children to grow in all the ways
that poets offer them-in the power to connect with the feelings of others;
to hear the music of language; to see the details in the world around them
more vividly, more truthfully.
This book contains a wonderful packet of dowsing sticks. From Frank Asch to
Charlotte Zolotow, Moore's choices have been fitting and fme. They are
roughly arranged by subject-bugs, puddles, food, pets, night, winter, summer,
relatives, if-and prettily illustrated. This poem by Dennis Lee is one of my
favorites:
I am sitting in the middle of a rather Muddy Puddle,
With my bottom full of bubbles and my rubbers Full of Mud,
While my jacket and my sweater go on slowly getting wetter
As I very slowly settle to the Bottom of the Mud.
And I find that what a person with a puddle round his middle
Thinks of mostly in the muddle is the Muddiness of Mud.
I would recommend this book to anyone who is in the market for the
connections-to feelings, language, and the truth of the world-in poetry .

••••
Mori, Hana (trans. by Tamiko Kurosaki and Elizabeth Crowe). Jirohattan.
Illustrated by Elizabeth Crowe. Bess Press, 1993. ISBN 0-880188-69-4.
$5.95 . 76 pp.

A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Cynthia L. Hallen

Hana Mori 's tender Jirohattan places a vase of Japanese roses before us
to teach peace; translators Tamiko Kurosaki and Elizabeth Crowe present the
English version of this story in leaf-boats that carry messages of hope.
Jirohattan takes place on the steps of a cemetery in postwar Japan, where a
retired schoolteacher tells her grandson the story of Jirohattan, a boy whose
body grew "much faster than his mind. " Grandma remembers how she first met
Jirohattan on her way to teach school in the small mountain village of Tajima.
Each chapter thereafter shows scenes of good humor and kindness, in spite of
the griefs and hardships that come to the village in World War II. Jirohattan
grows into a childlike man who contributes to the community in unique ways.
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Hana Mori's portrayal is not a sentimental caricature of mental deficiency;
Jirohattan is a human being with a full range of faculties and emotions. The
timely repetition of key details gives a lyrical quality to Mori's style. The
translators defme some Japanese terms, but not all, leaving readers with a
hunger for more knowledge about Japanese language and culture. Elizabeth
Crowe's illustrations capture the strength and spirit of Jirohattan in line drawings
that are simple but never stark. lirohattan belongs in the genre of great peace
offerings, such as Yukio Tsuchiya's Faithful Elephants and Margaret Wild's Let
the Celebrations Begin!

••••

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. The Grand Escape. Illustrated by Alan Daniel.
Atheneum, 1993. ISBN 0-689-31722-0. $13.95. 148 pp.

A 3-6

FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Marco and Polo are tabby-striped, spoiled, well-loved, inside cats until one
day at the vet's, when a sotto voice in the waiting room suggests that the vet' s
directions to their loving two-legged owners to keep the cats indoors may be
depriving them of something important. Marco responds to the suggestion
immediately and begins to plan a great adventure- Polo takes a little longer,
being the slower of the two (and still subconsciously searching for his mother).
The two manage to elude their wily keepers (I never thought of keeping cats
inside by pouring a picture of water over them if they happened to step out an
open door!) and find themselves in an enticing world of fast food and real rain;
their adventures come fast and furious . Meeting Texas lake, Carlotta, and
Boots and company gives Marco and Polo a sense of belonging as well as the
greatest challenges they will have (solving the mysteries of Bertram's doghouse,
where water goes, and where two-legs go in their cars when they don't go to the
vet or to buy cat food). Obviously, Phyllis Naylor is "kept by" at least one
cat-no one else could define so well the behavior of feline companions, or
make endearing their total self-centered universe. Tucked in among the
entertainment are some cogent ideas-is freedom worthwhile at any price? Can
you have your cake (in this case halibut) and eat it too? Alan Daniel's
illustrations are sinuous cat-demanding and full of personality. What's not to
love?

••••
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Nourse, Alan E. Teen Guide to AIDS Prevention .
ISBN 0-531-10966-6. $12.40.64 pp.

B 9-12 NF

Franklin Watts, 1990.

Reviewed by Lovisa Lyman

Doctor Nourse begins with a history of the detection and spread of AIDS,
moves to the discovery of HIV, then goes on to tell, in no-nonsense language,
how HIV is spread and how young people can protect themselves from infection.
Writing is simple and direct, and illustrations are helpful. Terms that may be
new to the reader appear in bold type and are explained in the text. A glossary
is also provided, as is an index and toll-free confidential telephone numbers for
information or referral.
My high-school-age daughter took a look at the book and felt the language
was too elementary; many of the highlighted terms didn't need to be defmed.
Though a lot of the terms were unfamiliar to me and I appreciated the
definitions, other teens may react as did my daughter. Is the book, then,
appropriate for a younger reader? Many parents would find the frank treatment
of drug- and sex-related infection to be inappropriate for grade school or junior
high school students. Others might appreciate the accessible information. In
fact, the book's simplicity may be its greatest virtue. Its easy-to-read,
nontechnical nature may insure that it reaches more youngsters who need the
information.

• •••

O'Shauglmessy, Ellen. Somebody Called Me a Retard Today . .. and My
Heart Felt Sad. Illustrated by David Gardner. Walker Publishing, 1992.
ISBN 0-8027-8196-9. $13.95. 18 pp.

*

K+

Reviewed by Tug Wagstaff

FI

This book is a first-person narrative of a retarded child and her reaction to
others who respond to her retardation: parents, other children, her brother, and
animals. She expresses her sadness at being called a "retard" by people who do
not know how loving and self-reliant she really is.
This short, touching story helps individuals of any age identify with the
sadness a handicapped person might feel as a result of prejudice and
discrimination. At elementary school levels, students could read this story and
then write about it. At the secondary or college level, it may serve as an
introduction or conclusion to units on self-esteem, intelligence, discrimination,
prejudice, or emotions.

• •••
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Owen, Cheryl. My Nature Craft Book. Little, Brown, 1993. ISBN 0-31667715-9. $14.95. 96 pp.

B 3-8 NF

Reviewed by Lovisa Lyman

Full-color drawings and photographs and easy-to-read directions show
young readers how to make thirty-five projects, from shell-covered boxes to
holiday centerpieces. What distinguishes this craft book from others is that most
of the materials are natural-leaves, flowers, pinecones, shells, and seeds.
These materials are supplemented by paint, glue, ribbon, homemade clay dough,
and scraps of cloth-all of which should be available in the home or schoolroom. Many of the projects show children how to preserve collections of things
found in the outdoors. Others could serve as adornments for gift packages or
as the gifts themselves. Parents or librarians should consider this book if they
want to enrich their collection of craft books, or if using natural, readily
accessible materials is particularly appealing .

••••

Ray, Mary Lyn. Pumpkins: A Story for a Field. Illustrated by Barry Root.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN 0-152-52252-2. $13.95. 32 pp.

B+

all FI

Reviewed by Donna Jorgensen

PB

Mary Lyn Ray's story is about a man who enjoys the field across the road
so much that when it comes up for sale, he tries to raise money to buy it. He
sells all his furniture, except his stove, his bed, and his bathtub. However, that
isn't enough, so he decides to raise pumpkins on the field. Eventually he sells
enough pumpkins to buy the field and replace his furniture. He doesn't replace
his paintings, because now he has the field to look at. He doesn't grow more
pumpkins because he has everything he wanted and doesn't need any more
money. The story is fanciful, quiet, and enjoyable. Value of the land is
expressed. The illustrations of Pumpkins are done in autumn tones with a lot
of sunshine.

• •••
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Reiss, Kathryn. Dreadful Sorry. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1993. ISBN 015-224213-9. $16.95. 272 pp.

A 6+

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Imagine you are horribly afraid of the water, and your mother has signed
you up for swimming lessons-again. Imagine you have a recurring dream that
is so real you would rather stay awake than risk dreaming it again. Imagine that
your dream begins to come true, that you see someone else when you look in
a mirror, and that a handsome boy you've met reminds you of someone you
never knew.
Molly Teague is having problems-problems sleeping, problems with her
mother, problems passing the swim test required for graduation at her high
school. It seems that going to visit her father in his new home in Maine is the
ideal escape. But when she arrives, she fmds herself plunged into a waking
nightmare, reliving someone else's life and death. And to make matters worse,
a strange boy is having the same experience and is just as frightened and
bewildered as Molly.
Kathryn Reiss' skillfully woven ghost story will ensnare you until the last
page. The movement between two worlds is smooth and intriguing. I was
thoroughly pleased.

• •••

Rinaldi, Ann. A Break With Charity. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN
0-15-200353-3. $16.95. 253 pp.

A 5+

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

A circle of friends meet in the parsonage when Reverend Paris is gone.
The girls go to see Tituba, who reads tea leaves, tells their fortunes, and fills
their hungry minds with stories. Susanna English is not a part of the circle, but
she wants very much to be. She watches often when they are in Tituba's house,
and one day she goes to visit Tituba alone. This encounter draws Susanna ever
deeper into the madness that begins to overtake Salem-the witch-hunt madness
that will leave twenty-four people dead and no one untouched.
Ann Rinaldi's book makes some sense of the Salem witch trials. Rinaldi
presents the culture as stiff, stifling, and rigid; the people as narrow-minded and
bored; and the fear of witches as genuine and explainable. Music, dancing,
holidays, and toys were forbidden. Church meetings lasted for hours, and the
only reading allowed was the Bible.
The characters and events are taken from factual information, and Susanna
English-an actual ancestor of Nathaniel Hawthorne-becomes real to us as she
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struggles with her knowledge and her fear. This would be a wonderful book to
use as American history enrichment, as well as an intriguing read, just for fun .

••••

San Souci, Robert D. Cut from the Same Cloth: American Women of Myth ,
Legend, and Tall Tale. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Philomel, 1993.
ISBN 0-399-21987-0. $16.95. 140 pp.

A 3+

NF

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

San Souci spent several years collecting accounts of American heroines and
has retold sixteen stories from Native American, African American, Anglo
American, Eskimo, and Hawaiian cultures. This anthology is based on careful
research and cultural diversity. In sharing the untold folklore of women, San
Souci fills a gap in that genre. From super-strong Bess Call to clever Molly
Cottontail to the tall, fearless Annie Christmas to the magic-bearing Pale-Faced
Lightning, the reader is captured by female characters of courage and power.
Compelling scratchboard illustrations reflect the strength of the women.
Both boys and girls should read and hear these stories. Teachers will want
to read the stories aloud, along with folktales that feature men. Parents will find
part of their missed education in these tales. Storytellers will almost certainly
find one or two tales to add to their repertoires. Librarians should consider this
a first-priority purchase because it presents women of folklore to young
audiences-a need that has been neglected for many years .

••••
Staples, Suzanne Fisher. Haveli. Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. ISBN 0-679-84157l. $18.00. 259 pp.

C 6+

FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

In Haveli, Suzanne Staples continues the story of Shabanu's life in
Pakistan. Shabanu is the youngest and favorite wife of Rahim, a powerful clan
leader, but because of her youth, beauty and influence over Rahim, she and her
daughter, Mumtaz, are never safe from the cruelty of the other wives. She falls
in love with Omar, who must marry someone else; her husband is killed by a
greedy rival; and she barely escapes with her life. Then she must live in
secrecy in order to protect her family and her daughter.
Staples tells a sad story of both beauty and cruelty in the lives of Pakistani
women. However, the story is for adults rather than children, because it is told
from Shabanu's viewpoint. If Staples had chosen to use Mumtaz's viewpoint,
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then I think Haveli would work as a children's story. It is a moving, if tragic,
story, and readers look forward to another book describing the reunion of
Mumtaz and her mother.

••••

Teeters, Peggy. Jules Verne: The Man Who Invented Tomorrow. Walker &
Co., 1992. ISBN 0-8027-8191-8. $13.95. 120 pp.

A 4-6

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

BI

I chose this book to review because my eleven-year-old son had just begun
working on the space exploration merit badge. For the badge, he was required
to identify people who were important in the history of space exploration. Jules
Verne was the first person listed, and I wondered about the role a novelist could
have on future scientific discoveries. Peggy Teeters answered my curiosity.
Jules, who lived near the docks in Nantes, France, had an active
imagination; biographers attribute this to his mother. Jules imagined how
exciting it would be to go to sea and explore the world he had read about in
books. He attempted to run away from home and did just that at age eleven!
As the eldest son, Jules was obliged to follow in his father's footsteps and
become a lawyer. However, Jules discovered ways to follow his dream of
becoming a playwright. Along with his law studies, he read widely in all
subjects, including science. After many letters of rejection from publishers and
play directors, Jules turned to writing adventure novels.
His first
successes-Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863), The Adventures of Captain Hatteras
(1864) and Journey to the Center of the Earth (1864)-were accepted
enthusiastically, and a new genre, science fiction, was born.
Peggy Teeters writes in clear sentences and paragraphs for the upper
elementary school child. She invites readers to read more of Jules Verne's
science fiction by introducing them to the main characters and plots of his most
famous stories. Illustrations from some of these novels are included as well.
Teeters puts Verne's life in historical perspective with the lives of other people
(Alexander Dumas, Victor Hugo, etc.) and historical events (the Crimean War).
In the epilogue, Teeters lists scientists, musicians, writers, and movie directors
who were greatly influenced by Jules Verne's scientifically realistic and
intriguing stories of space travel and underwater exploration. Who knows the
potential impact of this great writer's works in future scientific discoveries?

••••
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Temple, Frances. Taste of Salt. Orchard Books, 1993. ISBN 0-531-05459-4.
$14.95. 192 pp.

A 6+

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

FI

Djo explains that the taste of salt is needed to bring a person who has been
turned into a zombie back to reality. This book gives readers a taste of salt
because it provides a poignant look at the dire circumstances of many Haitians.
Djo, a young victim of a bombing in a boys' shelter, recounts his life
experiences to a young girl, Jeremie, as he lies near death in a crude Haitian
hospital. Djo was forced to live on the streets at an early age; he earned money
for food by shining shoes and washing windshields because of his mother's
inability to provide for him. He found security and camaraderie at a boys'
shelter that was established by Jean-Bertrand Aristide (the first democratically
elected president of Haiti). The shelter was lovingly called Titid by the
orphaned boys. Djo was later kidnapped and forced to work in the sugarcane
fields in the Dominican Republic. He was one of very few to escape and return
to Titid and his cause.
In contrast, Jeremie's life has been spent in a remote convent-there she
educated herself so she could leave Haiti for a better life. However, the
country's circumstances have affected her as well.
The theme of the book is expressed in a speech given by Djo:
Yes, and we the people of Haiti want a democracy in Haiti. But what is
a democracy if people are starving? How can you trust a vote when a man
will vote for whoever gives him the money to feed his children that night?
Frances Temple based much of her writing on relevants-the bombing of
a boys' shelter in Lafanmi Selavi and speeches given by Jean-Bertrand
Aristide-and on pictures of children and teenagers working and demonstrating.
This gives a great deal of accuracy to her writing.
The book is poignant and moving. The characters' graphic and realistic
experiences create high interest. The first few pages of the book in which Djo
drifts in and out of wakefulness do not, however, immediately spark the reader's
curiosity.
Taste of Salt can serve as a valuable companion to a study of current events
and world history. While a taste of salt may be necessary to awaken those who
live in democratic, prosperous countries, it appears, as the author asserts, that
Djo and others in Haiti may have had too much salt .

••••
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Tews, Susan. The Gingerbread Doll. lllustrated by Megan Lloyd. Clarion,
1993. ISBN 0-395-56438-7. $14.95. 32 pp.

A all

FI PB

Reviewed by Carla Kupitz

It is Christmas 1930. Nine-year-old Rebecca, her parents, and five siblings
have barely survived the harsh year. Money is tight, and Rebecca's chances of
finding a porcelain doll under the Christmas tree are slim. On Christmas Day,
Rebecca does receive a doll-a gingerbread doll baked and clothed; it is a tender
token of love from her Mama. Rebecca is sure that she can never love any doll
from a store as much as she loves her gingerbread "Button Marie. "
Rebecca's love for this doll transcends generations, as the reader will see.
For the 1993 Christmas holiday season, the message of this simple story touched
me. The illustrations complement the text and make this a heart-warming story
to share.

• •••
Wallace, Bill. BuffaLo Gal. Holiday House, Inc., 1993. ISBN 0-823-40943-0.
$13 .95. 185 pp.

A 5+

Reviewed by Donna Jorgensen

FI

Fifteen-year-old An nda, who has a good life in San Francisco, is not at
all pleased to accompany her mother to the wilds of the Oklahoma Territory in
1904. her mother is always interested in a cause, and this time it is to save the
buffalo; she wants to locate and help move a buffalo herd reputed to be roaming
around in Oklahoma.
The ride is as long and tedious as Amanda feared, and the accommodations
as primitive. But to make matters even worse, the tall, handsome, arrogant
half-Comanche David Talltree and Amanda experience hate at first sight. David
challenges her to a horse race, which she wins, and then he must guide Amanda
and her mother to the buffalo. David and Amanda's relationship grows to
respect and finally to love during their dangerous and exciting trip to rescue the
buffalo herd. When Amanda leaves the territory, she is sure she will return one
day to marry David.
This is a good adventure story with a strong female heroine. The romance
is satisfying and not too overwhelming for boys who may want to read the
buffalo hunt adventure. Horse lovers will appreciate Amanda's relationship with
her horse. Bill Wallace does a good job .

••••
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Whittington, Mary K. Winter's Child. Illustrated by Sue Ellen Brown.
Atheneum, 1992. ISBN 0-689-31685-2. $14.95 . Unpaginated.

•

Pre-4 FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

PB

Winter's Child is a beautifully illustrated picture book that shows the
relationship between Winter and Spring. Winter is depicted as a robust man,
who on a cold white morning goes for a walk in the snow with his wolves. He
sees a little baby girl, "half covered with snow, lying between the roots of a
great hollow oak." The North Wind, a beautiful maiden, warns Winter not to
wake the baby up, "for she is Spring, who one day will drive you away. " But
he gathers her up, for he is lonely. All winter long, Spring grows and becomes
a beautiful young woman. Finally, she tucks a very old Winter into bed and
"runs out into the warm green morning."
The language, sweet and soothing, conveys the feelings of love between
these two personages and their knowledge that life for one means death for the
other. The relationship between parents and children is alluded to, but the
symbolism is as soft as the gorgeous, pastel colors of the illustrations. This
book will touch the heart of any adult, and every child will be filled with
questions and wonder.

••••
Willard, Nancy. Beauty and the Beast. Illustrated by Barry Moser. Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN 0-15-206052-9. $19.95. 69 pp.

A

All

FI PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Beauty and her family lived long ago, when the century was still young,
in a grand townhouse on Fifth Avenue at Fifty-Ninth in New York City. Beauty
was accustomed to marvelous balls and glittering company, maids to do the
work, and a wonderful butler, who told the children bedtime stories. And so
begins the classic story of a girl with her feet on the ground and a winning beast
who keeps the girl by letting her go.
The story is charmingly written and embellished, and it quickly draws the
reader into the world of selfish sisters and a sorrowful beast. The real stars of
this book are Barry Moser's illustrations-done on heavy, smooth, creamcolored paper, they are splendid and unique. This as a great read-aloud for
grades 5 and up. Even though children may have the Disney version
memorized, they will enjoy the story and be pleased with the language and
delighted by the pictures. I know I was!

••••
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Winthrop, Elizabeth. The Battlefor the' Castle. Holiday House, 1993. ISBN
0-8234-1010-2. $4.95. 211 pp.

B 5-6

FI

Review by Jean Marshall

Elizabeth Winthrop's sequel to The Castle in the Attic takes William back
to the scene of the first book. In The Battle for the Castle the wicked Alastor
is gone but a new threat endangers his old friends. William has shared his
secret with his friend Jason and brought him along. And they have brought their
bicycles. Now they do battle with a huge pack of rats that is driven by a
mysterious, evil force.
This fantasy is engaging partly because it begins realistically with the
initiation of neighborhood boys; they are expected to jump a freight train when
they tum twelve. William and Jason learn that real courage is more than mere
daring when they venture into the past. The adventure is compelling, despite
the vague and abstract nature of the enemy. One wonders about the origin and
purpose of this dark force. And readers of the first book will wonder if there
is some connection between this evil force from the sea and the old enemy
Alastor. who was turned into lead and thrown into the ocean. But the
connection is unclear. The nice thing about these stories is that these boys are
not superheroes. They become lonely and scared, but they are able to summon
up physical strength and courage and to think and plan intelligently. When their
plans don't go as expected, they are able to think on their feet.

••••

Woelflein, Luise. Desert Animals: Wild Animal Pop-ups. Illustrated by
Barbara Gibson. Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-46006-4. $7.95.
Unpaginated.
Woelflein, Luise. Forest Animals: Wild Animal Pop-ups. Illustrated by
Barbara Gibson. Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-46005-6. $7.95.
Unpaginated.

A Pre-4

NF

PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Forest and desert animals come to life in these two wild animal pop-up
books, which could be used as read-aloud picture books for preschoolers and
kindergartners, and as early information books for students in grades 1-4. My
fifth grade son even thought they were cool! Their six-by-eight inch size was
also inviting.
Each book has eight pop-ups. Each pop-up is introduced by intriguing text
in which the animal describes itself. The accompanying colorful illustration
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shows three animals; the animal that is the most hidden in the illustration is the
pop-up revealed when the page is unfolded. In addition to the pop-up, the
folded out page describes the other two animals, so twenty-four animals are
described and illustrated in each book. The illustrations by Barbara Gibson are
colorful and realistic; the pop-ups are impressive!
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Wojciechowski, Susan. The Best Halloween of All. Illustrated by Susan
Meddaugh. Crown Publishing Group, 1993. ISBN 0-517-583-5. $10.99.
32 pp.
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Reviewed by Donna Jorgensen

Every year Ben's parents make him a Halloween costume. When he was
two his big brother was a magician and he was a rabbit. Every year his
costume has been made to go with his brother's costume. This year he turns
seven and wants to make his own costume. "This Halloween I was an
intergalactic-space-starship roOOtron armed with a lase pulverizer-beam rod.
I made the costume out of a grocery bag and some paper-towel rolls." It os the
best costume of all . The colorful illustrations are well suited to the humorous
story .
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Wood, Audrey. Rude Giants. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1993. ISBN 0-15269412-9. $13.95. 32 pp.
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Reviewed by Janet Low

Beatrix the butter maid and her best friend, Gerda the cow, live in a cozy
cottage in a happy valley. They don't have a care in the world until two rude
giants move into the castle up on the hill. The giants are loud, dirty,
quarrelsome, and thieving, and one day they take Gerda for their supper.
Beatrix convinces the giants that they can't eat the flDest cow in all the world,
because they don't know how to make her taste delicious. Before the giants can
have a delicious meal, they must clean the castle, learn manners, and become
beautiful themselves. Of course they decide they can never eat Gerda, but even
clean, polite, beautiful giants must eat. A party provides the answer: all the
townspeople bring "a pot of this and a jug of that." When the giants have a
child who is even ruder than they had been, he is quickly sent to "the finest
teacher in all the land," Beatrix.
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Audrey Wood is a gifted author and a talented illustrator, but I greatly miss
the artistic talent of her late husband. His wonderful imagination, color
schemes, and style made his work both classy and whimsical. Audrey Wood
captures the whimsical through loud colors and cartoonish characters. This style
fits fairly well with this story, however. The garish illustrations effectively
portray the two very grotesque, drooling giants. Wood uses a variety of
framing techniques and perspectives to capture the energy and movement of the
story. This is an enjoyable book, but it doesn't quite reach the quality level of
King Bidgood or The Napping House.
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Spinky begins to consider forgiveness. Taken from Spi1lky Sulks .
Copyright © 1988 by William Steig. Reprinted by permission from
Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
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