Journal of East Asian Libraries
Volume 1985

Number 76

Article 2

2-1-1985

The Asian Studies Newsletter Archives: An Overview
Frank Joseph Shulman

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Shulman, Frank Joseph (1985) "The Asian Studies Newsletter Archives: An Overview," Journal of East
Asian Libraries: Vol. 1985 : No. 76 , Article 2.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/vol1985/iss76/2

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Journal of East Asian Libraries by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

THE ASIAN STUDIES NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES: AN OVERVIEW

Frank Joseph Shulman

University of Maryland

The growth of widespread academic interest in Asia and the geographical
dispersion of area studies specialists in recent years have made it
increasingly difficult for faculty members, students, independent researchers
and librarians alike to keep themselves fully informed of relevant
professional activities occurring outside of their immediate communities.
While the traditional "grapevine" mode of communication remains important, the
desirability of having more systematic channels for disseminating and
exchanging information has become widely recognized. One form of response to
this perceived need has been the proliferation of newsletter-type
publications, particularly in North America but also in Europe, Australia, and
several countries of Asia. As Gerald J. Telkamp wrote in 1981,
In the academic and scientific world newsletters have become an
increasingly significant medium of communication and source of
information. In some cases such periodical news bulletins published on
behalf of institutes, associations and research groups have largely
replaced the established and traditional Invisible colleges or Informal
networks of experts which at an age of expansion of the academic
infrastructure have often become too general and unwieldy. More
appropriately, the newsletters and academic research bulletins are
functioning as the concrete written expression of informal cooperation
and formalized circles of interest.^
Despite their key role as sources of current information and their potential
usefulness to people concerned with tracing and documenting the evolution of
Asian studies, however, these publications are not usually retained by their
institutional or individual recipients because of the ephemeral nature of much
of their contents. Bibliographical coverage of newsletters in general also
remains inadequate.
The Asian Studies Newsletter Archives has developed in response to some of
these developments. The origins of the Archives lie in the initial efforts of
Frank Joseph Shulman, a professional bibliograher in Asian Studies, to gather
data for some of his own projects. While serving the Association for Asian
Studies (AAS) as a bibliographer for doctoral dissertations during the early
19708,2 he routinely searched through a wide range of sources for
Information about current thesis research on Asia—among them, newsletters
received by the AAS Secretariat in Ann Arbor, Michigan. After examining them,
Shulman retained many of these newsletters within his own files and
gradually began to place personal subscriptions for additional titles. In
1974 and 1975, with close to 150 titles on hand, he published a two-part
annotated guide to current newsletters and associatation bulletins on Asian
within the journal, Asian Studies Professional Review.* He continued to
expand his holdings of newsletters to the extent that time and resources
permitted,and transferred them to the Washington, D.C. area in 1976 upon
joining the library staff of the University of Maryland.
3
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The Asian Studies Newsletter Archives today Is a privately maintained, public
service-oriented collection of 749 academic and cultural newsletters,
institutional newssheets, organization calendars, annual reports, and
association bulletins dealing in whole or in part with Asia-related affairs
and studies. While Webster's New World Dictionary of the American Language
offers a relatively narrow definition of the term newsletter, to wit:
1. a bulletin issued at regular Intervals to subscribers, containing
recent news, particularly political and economic, and often including
interpretations and predictions. 2. any similar report issued by a
firm, governmental agency, etc. to keep employees or the public informed
of pertinent matters.
5

the Archives tends to follow much broader criteria for at least acquisition
purposes. Many of the titles being obtained are published irregularly, are
produced by individuals rather than by organizations, and are academic or
cultural rather than political or economic in orientation. Present holdings
therefore range from impressive quarterly bulletins, which closely resemble
professionally printed magazines in their appearance, to mimeographed or
xeroxed newssheets with a very small circulation; from publications issued by
well-established organizations to titles produced by only one or two dedicated
individuals on a shoestring budget. Over the years, some newsletters such as
Ch'ing-shih wen-t'i and the Chinese Republican Studies Newsletter
have
evolved Into full-fledged magazines that no longer emphasize the dissemination
of news but nevertheless carry valuable reports about available research
materials and about the current state of the field. Other publications such
as the Association for Asian Studies Committee on East Asian Libraries
Bulletin** and the same association's CORMOSEA Bulletin* contain both
regular news columns and feature articles. Indeed, a growing number of the
publications within the Archives—particularly those which have incorporated
the word "bulletin" into their titles—are like this. Many other
publications, among them the Bali Arts and Culture Newsletter 1° and the
Committee on South Asian Women Newsletter - , generally confine themselves to
reporting briefly on activities within their respective domains in an informal
and sometimes chatty fashion. While professional journals such as The China
Quarterly and the Philippine Historical Review are clearly out of scope, the
bulletins of professional associations which contain article-length reports
about scholarly resources and academic developments are often acquired and
retained. In most cases, however, they are highly specialized and enjoy only
a limited circulation.
6
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It is difficult to identify the most "typical" newsletters within the Archives
since one publication often varies significantly from another in its
contents. In general, however, the newsletters include some or all of the
following information:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

news about conferences, meetings, and forthcoming programs;
news about the research of individuals and about new publications;
accounts of scholarly undertakings, often in the form of brief
reports;
news about particular organizations including the activities of
their elected leadership and data pertaining to their current
finances; and
directory-type information such as membership rosters.
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The MAR-Asian Messenger, for example, has included feature stories about
the annual meetings of the Mid-Atlantic Region/Association for Asian Studies,
listings of current officers, reports about the national AAS Council of
Conferences, news about scholarships and competitions, and brief announcements
of outreach programs and curriculum development undertakings within the
Mid-Atlantic States region. The Maryland-China Exchange Newsletter,13 ±
turn, is characteristic of many university-wide newsletters and frequently
features news about formal exchange agreements between the University of
Maryland and institutions in the People's Republic of China, Information about
visits to Maryland by delegations and individuals from the PRC, and news about
Maryland faculty members and students who have gone to China.
n

A recently completed survey of current holdings within the Archives identified
a total of 749 newsletter f i l e s .
Of these titles, 163 deal with Asia in
general, 295 with one or more countries of East Asia, 93 with Southeast Asia,
62 with South Asia, 21 with the Middle East (a very underdeveloped section of
the Archives), and 21 with Asian Americans. An additional 94 files consist of
publications such as the International Newsletter of the University Center for
International Studies at the University of Pittsburgh,
the Social Science
Research Council's quarterly, I t e m s , and the bimonthly Ford Foundation
L e t t e r which do not focus on Asia but nevertheless contain a number of
very pertinent materials. Of the 749 files, 500 (67%) are American imprints.
The remainder are published in various Asian countries (particularly Japan,
Thailand, India, the Philippines and Hong Kong), in western and central Europe
(especially Great Britain), and in Canada and Australia. Table 1, "The
Distribution of Newsletter Files within the Asian Studies Newsletter Archives
by Geographical Area of Focus and by Country of Publication," provides a
detailed breakdown as of October 1984. The majority of these files, it should
be noted, are publications which are academic or cultural in orientation, but
a small number of titles deal with business or political affairs, and their
number is rapidly growing.
14
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In contrast with most scholarly periodicals, newsletters often display a short
or erratic life cycle. Like desert flowers after a spring rain, they flourish
as interest develops in a particular subject or area and wither as resources
become scarce. Many fall to maintain a regular schedule of publication over
an extended period of time. Titles frequently change, editorial offices and
publishers shift from one location to another, and the commitment of one or
two individuals can be crucial for their success. While many groups have
already established newsletter-type organs of their own and while specialized
newsletters already exist in many fields, the opportunities for new
publications seem almost l i m i t l e s s .
Furthermore, as the following table
makes clear, many new publications are being launched each year:
18

FIRST YEAR OF ISSUE OF NEWSLETTERS
FOUND WITHIN THE ASIAN STUDIES NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES
Before 1960:
1960-1969:
1970-1971:
1972-1973:
1974-1975:
1976-1977:
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30
66
38
53
65
104

1978-1979:
1980-1981:
1982-1983:
1984:
Date unknown:

106
99
100
21
67

These figures, Impressive though they may be, do not even take Into account
many newsletters that have not yet been acquired for the Archives as well as a
large but still unknown number of publications whose existence continues to
elude all but a handful of specialists.
The Asian Studies Newsletter Archives, as a constantly growing collection of
frequently ephemeral but nevertheless valuable materials, strives to provide
interested researchers with access to all of these materials. More
specifically, the Archives seeks to fulfill this objective in at least three
distinct ways:
(1)

through the ongoing creation of as comprehensive and centralized a
collection as possible of newsletter-type materials containing
information about the growth and the state of Asian studies, about
Asia-related organizations, about research on various Asian
subjects, and about the activities of numerous institutions and
individuals. Most currently available publications are in English,
but a growing number of titles are in such European languages as
Dutch, French and German and in such Asian languages as Bengali,
Chinese, Hebrew, Japanese, Korean and Thai.

(2)

through the provision of reference and bibliographical service by
making these materials conveniently available to Interested
individuals for on-site use, by responding to mail and telephone
inquiries, and by creating a basis for the preparation of both
selective and comprehensive bibliographies.

(3)

through the preservation of these same materials for long-term
scholarly use. While some institutions and researchers do keep
their own files of selected newsletter-type publications, ^ no
research library or professional organization—not even the Library
of Congress in Washington, D.C. or the Secretariat of the
Association for Asian Studies in Ann Arbor, Michigan—appears to
have a formal program for systematically collecting and retaining
all such publications relating to Asia.20
1

The holdings of the Archives, however, are still incomplete. There are far
too many files for which only partial runs exist, and there may be as many as
500 additional newsletters which have not yet come under bibliographical
control. Efforts are regularly being made to obtain pertinent materials; but,
as the entire operation is maintained on a voluntary basis and as funding for
subscriptions is extremely limited, the Archives depends heavily on the very
generous cooperation of editors and publishers, various organizations and
associations, cultural groups and university centers, and individuals
everywhere. Selected bibliographies based on these archival holdings are
already being produced. They include:
"Newsletters and Association Bulletins on Asia: An Annotated Guide to
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Current Academic Resources," by Frank Joseph Shulman, Asian Studies
Professional Review 4, nos. 1 & 2, Fall/Spring 1974-1975, pp. 30-58;
and 5, nos. 1 & 2, Fall/Spring 1975-1976, pp. 11-16.
"Keeping Informed of Developments about Southeast Asia through Academic
Newsletter and Association Bulletins: An Overview and Bibliographical
Guide," by Frank Joseph Shulman, in Southeast Asian Studies: Options
for the Future, edited by Ronald A. Morse (Lanham, Maryland:
University Press of America, 1984), pp. 166-184.
"A Select List of Currently Published Academic Newsletters Focusing on
China," by Frank Joseph Shulman, in Asian Studies Newsletter 25, no.4,
March 1980, p.14; Reprinted in Chinese Librarians Association
Newsletter 6, nos.l & 2, June 1980, pp.16-17.
"Bibliography of Newsletter-Type Publications Available within the Asian
Studies Newsletter Archives Established and Maintained by Frank Joseph
Shulman. Preliminary Draft Edition," by Frank Joseph Shulman, College
Park, Md., 1984. 24p. Mimeographed. First prepared for distribution
at the Twenty-Third Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference/
Association for Asian Studies, Atlanta, Georgia, January 1984.
The most recent bibliography, now available on request in mimeographed form,
is a forty-six page comprehensive listing of the 749 newsletter titles on file
as of October 1984. For each entry this bibliography provides the title of
the newsletter, its publisher and/or place of publication, the calendar year
of the newsletter'8 first issue (when known), the calendar year of its last
Issue (where appropriate), the frequency of publication, and the current
archival holdings.^1 An extensive, annotated, book-length guide to both
current and retrospective materials eventually will be prepared for
publication as well.22
Further details about the Asian Studies Newsletter Archives and information
regarding access to the files may be obtained directly from:

Frank Joseph Shulman
Asian Studies Newsletter Archives
c/o East Asia Collection
McKeldin Library
University of Maryland
College Park, Maryland 20742 USA
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Table 1

T>€ DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSLETTER FILES WITHIN THE ASIAN STUDIES NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES
BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREA OF FOCUS AND BY COUNTRY OF PUBLICATION
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China
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2
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1

8
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8
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12

Southeast Asia in General

15

5

A

1

Indonesia

10

Malaysia & Singapore

2

Philippines

8

Thailand
South Asia in General

A

Bangladesh

1

India

9

Nepal

5

Pakistan

2

Sri Lanka (Ceylon)

1
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1A

Asian Americans

21

Not Focusing on Asia
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1

3
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1

2
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1

i
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5
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1
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i
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1

2

1
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5

1

15
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1
2

3

4

163

1

1
1

13
5

1

16

Afghanistan

GRAND TOTAL

5

1

Korea

12

2 10

1
2

H

1

3

1

53
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Japan
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1

w

GRAND TOTAL

7
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W
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1
t
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France
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8

Lnes
Japan

Korea

i\

Hong 1
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Asia in General

Inner Asia

<

o
China

GEOGRAPHICAL^^
AREA OF FOCUS

!

Unltec 1 States

COUNTRY OF
PUBLICATION

As of October 198A —

Germai

—

1 "T

20

i

5
1

2

1

9

2

2A

1

2

7
2

2

3

1

2 ! I

2

1

!

I

2

5 ! 7

7 28

1

21
21

j
5 0 0 18 j 8 10 50

6 1 1 22 1A 21

2

3

9A

7 12 23

7A9

Notes: 1 . "China" Includes both the People's Republic of China and the Republic
of China (Taiwan). 2 . "Other SE Asia" includes Indonesia, Malaysia and Singa
pore. 3 . "Other Europe" includes Austria, Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, and the
Scandinavian countries. A. At the present time, Israel is the only Middle East
ern country whose Imprints are represented In the Archives, but coverage of the
Middle East as a subject area Includes Egypt, Iran and Yemen as well as Israel.
5 . "Hot Focusing on Asia" is defined as those newsletters that contain some ma
terials relating to Asia but that do not emphasize Asia within their coverage
(e.g., newsletters in the areas of "Global Studies" and "International Studies").

NOTES
1.

Gerald J. Telkamp, "The Praise of Newsletters: Newsletters on Asia in
Leiden," Improving Access to Indonesian Collections in the Netherlands:
Contributions to a Survey of Dutch Library and Documentation Activities
in the Field of Indonesian Studies. Leiden: Centre for the History of
European Expansion, University of Leiden, 1981, p.67.

2.

From May 1969 to May 1971 and from fall 1971 and from fall 1971 to spring
197A respectively, Shulman served the Association for Asian Studies as
Editor for Doctoral Dissertations of the quarterly Newsletter of the
Association for Asian Studies and the semi-annual Asian Studies
Professional Review. During those same years, he also prepared for
publication a number of book-length bibliograhies including Japan and
Korea: An Annotated Bibliography of Doctoral Dissertations in Western
Languages, 1877-1969 (Chicago: American Library Association; London:
Frank Cass, 1970. xix, 340p.); Doctoral Dissertations on South Asia,
1966-1970: An Annotated Bibliography Covering North America, Europe, and
Australia (Ann Arbor: Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies.
University of Michigan, 1971); and, with Leonard H.D. Gordon, Doctoral
Dissertations on China: A Bibliography of Studies In Western Languages,
1945-1970 (Seattle and London: University of Washington Press. 19727 xix.
317p.).

3.

They would otherwise have been discarded because of their ephemeral
nature.

4.

Frank Joseph Shulman, "Newsletters and Association Bulletins on Asia: An
Annotated Guide to Current Academic Resources," Asian Studies
Professional Review 4: 1 & 2, Fall/Spring 1974-1975, pp.30-58; and 5:
Fall/Spring 1975-76, pp.11-16.

5.

Webster's New World Dictionary of the American Language.
New York: World Publishing Co., ca. 1957.

6.

Ch'lng-shlh wen-t'i, Journal of the Society for Ch'ing Studies, 1965- .

7.

Chinese Republican Studies Newsletter, 1975-1983.
by Republican China.

8.

Committee on East Asian Libraries Newsletter (since 1977: Bulletin), Ann
Arbor, Michigan: 1963- . Committee on East Asian Libraries of the
Association for Asian Studies.

9.

CORMOSEA Bulletin, Ann Arbor, Michigan: Committee on Research Materials
on Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies, 1967- .

Cleveland and

Continued since 1983

10.

Bali Arts and Culture Newsletter, Middletown, Conn.:
University, 1981- .

11.

Committee on South Asian Women Newsletter, East Lansing, Michigan:
Michigan State University, 1983- .
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Wesleyan

12.

MAR-Aalan Messenger is a publication typical of the type of newsletters
which regional organizations within the Association for Asian Studies are
capable of producing. Launched in 1977 by the Mid-Atlantic Region of the
AAS (MAR/AAS), this irregularly published newsletter is distributed
primarily among Asia-oriented individuals residing within the area
bordered by New York City in the north and the Virginia suburbs of
Washington, D.C. in the south.

13.

Maryland-China Exchange Newsletter, College Park, Maryland: Hebrew and
East Asian Languages and Literatures Program, University of Maryland,
1982- .

14.

For the sake of both consistency and clarity, it must be noted, each
newsletter title has been counted as a separate file. At times,
therefore, a single publication has in effect been divided into two
files, e.g., when a particular publication has undergone a change of
title from "newsletter" to "bulletin". On some occasions, such a
division is only bibliographical in nature; on other occasions, the
relevant newsletter Issues have actually been filed in two separate
locations within the Archives.

15.

International Newsletter. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: University Center for
International States, University of Pittsburugh, 1968(?)-1979.

16.

Items, New York: Social Science Research Council, 1947-

17.

Ford Foundation Letter, New York: Ford Foundation, 1970-

18.

See, for example, the suggestions offered in Frank Joseph Shulman,
"Keeping Informed of Developments about Southeast through Academic
Newsletters and Association Bulletins: An Overview and Bibliographical
Guide," in Southeast Asian Studies: Options for the Future, edited by
Ronald A. Morse (Lanham, Maryland: University Press of America, 1984),
p.169.

19.

In some cases, these files include important materials not yet available
within the Asian Studies Newsletter Archives.

20.

There are, of course, some documentation centers such as the Harry S.
Truman Research Institute Library on the campus of the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem (Israel) and some major library collections such as the
Wason Collection on East Asia and the Echols Collection on Southeast Asia
at Cornell University (Ithaca, New York) which do have extensive holdings
in selected subject areas.

21.

A typical entry reads as follows:
Newsletter: South Asian Studies:
NDEA Center for South Asian Studies,
Columbia University, New York; 1976; semiannually; complete.

22.

The University of Michigan is slated to publish this bibliography
whenever the manuscript is completed.
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