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exactly pilgrims progress 3 after a man has said that why
need one attend to anything else he says about any book in the
world note that he regards pilgrims progress a story which
professes to be a dream and flaunts its allegorical nature by
every single proper name it uses as the closest parallel note
that the whole epic panoply of milton goes for nothing but
even if we leave out the grosser absurdities and keep to jonah
the insensitiveness is crass jonahjanah a tale with as few even pre-
tended historical attachments as job grotesque in incident and
surely not without a distinct though of course edifying vein
of typically jewish humourhumous then turn to john read the dia-
logues that with the samaritan woman at the well or that
which follows the healing of the man born blind look at its
pictures jesus if I1 may use the word doodling with his
finger in the dust the unforgettable qvvjvav ae8s8e wvvevv6 xiii 30 1I have
been reading poems romances vision literature legends myths
all my life I1 know what they are like I1 know that not one of
them is like this of this text there are only two possible views
either this is reportage though it may no doubt contain
errors pretty close up to the facts nearly as close as boswell
or else some unknown writer in the second century without
known predecessors or successors suddenly anticipated the
whole technique of modern novelistic realistic narrative if
it is untrue it must be narrative of that kind the reader who
doesndoean t see this has simply not learned to read I1 would re-
commend him to read auerbach 4

here from bultmann s theology of the new testament
p 30 is another observe in what unassimilated fashion

the prediction of the parousia mk viii 38 follows upon the
prediction of the passion viii 31 5 what can he mean
unassimilated bultmann believes that predictions of the par-
ousia are older than those of the passion he therefore wants
to believe and no doubt does believe that when they occur

lewis is quoting from an article the gospel according to st john by

walter lock in A new commentary on holy scripture including the apocrypha
ed by charles gore henry leighton goudge alfred guillaume SPCK
1928 p 241 lock in turn is quoting from james drummondsdrummonds an inquiry
into the character and authorship of the fourth gospel williams and nor-
gate 1903

lewis means I1 think erich auerbach s mimesis the representation of
reality in western literature translated by williard R trask princeton
1953

rudolph bultmann theology of the new testament translated by kend-
rick grobel vol I1 SCM press 1952 p 30
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in the same passage some discrepancy or unassimilation must
be perceptible between them but surely he foists this on the
text with shocking lack of perception peter has confessed
jesus to be the anointed one that flash of glory is hardly
over before the dark prophecy begins that the son of man
must suffer and die then this contrast is repeated peter
raised for a moment by his confession makes his false step
the crushing rebuff get thee behind me follows then across
that momentary ruin which peter as so often becomes the
voice of the master turning to the crowd generalizes the
moral all his followers must take up the cross this avoidance
of suffering this self preservation is not what life is really
about then more definitely still the summons to martyrdom
you must stand to your tackling if you disown christ here and
now he will disown you later logically emotionally imagina-
tively the sequence is perfect only a bultmann could think
otherwise

finally from the same bultmann the personality of
jesus has no importance for the kerygma either of paul or of
john indeed the tradition of the earliest church did not
even unconsciously preserve a picture of his personality every
attempt to reconstruct one remains a play of subjective ima-
ginationgination 6

so there isis no personality of our lord presented in the
new testament through what strange process has this learned
german gone in order to make himself blind to what all men
except him see what evidence have we that he would recog-
nize a personality if it were there for it is bultmann contra
fundummundum if anything whatever is common to all believers
and even to many unbelievers it is the sense that in the gospels
they have met a personality there are characters whom we
know to be historical but of whom we do not feel that we have
any personal knowledge knowledge by acquaintance such are
alexander attila or william of orange there are others
who make no claim to historical reality but whom none the
less we know as we know real people falstaff uncle toby
mr pickwick but there are only three characters who claiming
the first sort of reality also actually have the second and
surely everyone knows who they are plato s socrates the jesus
of the gospels and boswell s johnson our acquaintance with

ibid p 35
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them shows itself in a dozen ways when we look into the
apocryphal gospels we find ourselves constantly saying of this
or that logion no it s a fine saying but not his that wasngasn t
how he talked just as we do with all pseudo johnsoniana
we are not in the least perturbed by the contrasts within each
character the union in socrates of silly and scabrous titters
about greek pederasty with the highest mystical fervourforvour and
the homeliesthomeliest good sense in johnson of profound gravity and
melancholy with that love of fun and nonsense which boswell
never understood though fanny burney did in jesus of peasant
shrewdness intolerable severity and irresistible tenderness so
strong is the flavour of the personality that even while he
says things which on any other assumption than that of divine
incarnation in the fullest sense would be appallingly arrogant
yet we and many unbelieversbelieversun too accept him at his own
valuation when he says

1 I am meek and lowly of heart even
those passages in the new testament which superficially and
in intention are most concerned with the divine and least with
the human nature bring us face to face with the personality
I1 am not sure that they don t do this more than any others we
beheld his glory the glory as of the only begotten of the
father full of graciousness and reality which we have
looked upon and our hands have handled what is gained by
trying to evade or dissipate this shattering immediacy of person-
al contact by talk about that significance which the early church
found that it was impelled to attribute to the master this
hits us in the face not what they were impelled to do but
what impelled them I1 begin to fear that by personality dr
bultmann means what I1 should call impersonality what you d
get in a DNB article or an obituary or a victorian life and
letters of yeshua bar yosef in three volumes with photo-
graphs

READING BETWEEN THE LINES

that then is my first bleat these men ask me to believe
they can read between the lines of the old texts the evidence
is their obvious inability to read in any sense worth discussing
the lines themselves they claim to see fern seed and can t see
an elephant ten yards away in broad daylight

now for my second bleat all theology of the liberal type
involves at some point and often involves throughout the
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