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New Book continued from page 7

a welcome and timely publication for Latter-day Saints
as they begin a year’s study of the Book of Mormon.
However, its value will certainly extend beyond a few
weeks of supplementary reading as it continues to pres-
ent solid, scholarly context for the words of Nephi,
Jacob, and subsequent Book of Mormon prophets in
reference to their Israelite origins. It will add depth and
perspective to Old Testament studies as well, and its list
of suggested readings provides a starting point for fur-
ther research of a fascinating yet understudied period
of scriptural history. As in the metaphors of Joseph of
Egypt, it will enhance the reader’s understanding of
both the branches that run over the wall and the root
from which they sprang (Genesis 49:22).
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The FARMS Review (vol. 15, no. 2), edited by Daniel C.
Peterson, features reviews and articles on DNA issues,
the Mountain Meadows massacre, and secret com-
binations, as well as responses to a so-called insider’s
view of Mormon origins. Available February 2004.

Glimpses of Lehi’s Jerusalem, edited by John W. Welch,
David Rolph Seely, and Jo Ann Seely, will help readers
to imagine what Jerusalem was like around 600 Bc,
before much of the city was obliterated by the Babylo-
nians in fulfillment of prophecy a few years after Lehi’s
departure. Subjects include culture, family life, agricul-
ture, politics, religious practices, inscriptions, law, and
international relations. Available February 2004.
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Dead Sea Scrolls Reader, edited by Donald W. Parry
and Emanuel Tov, presents all of the nonbiblical
Qumran texts along with English translations. Pub-
lished by Brill Academic Publishers of the Nether-
lands, this six-part edition of the nonbiblical scroll
fragments is an outgrowth of the FARMS Dead Sea
Scrolls database. Parts 1 (religious law), 2 (exegeti-
cal texts), and 4 (calendrical and sapiental texts) are
available now; parts 3 (parabiblical texts), 5 (poetic
and liturgical texts), and 6 (additional genres and
unclassified texts) will be available in spring 2004.
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FARMS is part of Brigham Young University’s Insti-
tute for the Study and Preservation of Ancient Religious
Texts. As such, it encourages and supports research on
the Book of Mormon, the Book of Abraham, the Bible,
other ancient scripture, and related subjects. Under the
FARMS imprint, the Institute publishes and distributes
titles in these areas for the benefit of scholars and inter-
ested Latter-day Saint readers.

Primary research interests at FARMS include the
history, language, literature, culture, geography, politics,
and law relevant to ancient scripture. Although such
subjects are of secondary importance when compared
with the spiritual and eternal messages of scripture, solid
research and academic perspectives can supply certain
kinds of useful information, even if only tentatively,
concerning many significant and interesting questions
about scripture.

FARMS makes interim and final reports about this
research available widely, promptly, and economically.
These publications are peer reviewed to ensure that
scholarly standards are met. The proceeds from the sale
of these materials are used to support further research
and publications. As a service to teachers and students
of the scriptures, research results are distributed in both
scholarly and popular formats.

For more information about FARMS
P.O. Box 7113, University Station, Provo, UT 84602
1-800-327-6715 (or 801-422-9229)
Web site: farms.byu.edu

To order publications
BYU Bookstore, Provo, UT 84602
1-800-253-2578
Web site: farms.byu.edu
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