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Economic Base continued from page 7

of the land, for instance (see Alma 57:6; 58:4, 7), and the 
land of Melek was a food exporter (see Alma 62:29).

While hunting may have been an idealized tradi-
tional activity among the Lamanites, at least according to 
their biased Nephite neighbors (as in Enos 1:20), the high 
population level that the Lamanites reached, reflected in 
the size of their armies, cannot be accounted for except 
on the basis of settled agrarian living. Most Lamanite 
commoners must have been farmers too. 

With all of this daily labor, ancient life did not provide 
“jobs,” designated economic roles that let men predictably 
go to work to earn a living. We can be sure that 95 percent 
of the Nephites and Lamanites, like people in the rest of 
the ancient world, simply toiled daily at the hard work in 
front of them without the complex structure of specialized 
“jobs” or “careers” that organizes the lives of many of us 
today. ! —adapted from John L. Sorenson, Mormon’s Map 
(Provo, Utah: FARMS, 2000), 88–89

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, edited by John Gee 
and Brian Hauglid, is volume 3 in the Book of Abraham 
Series. It includes FARMS conference papers on the Book 
of Abraham and its commonalities with ancient texts, 
Abraham’s vision of the heavens, and the significance of 
the Abrahamic covenant. Available autumn 2003.

Occasional Papers, Volume 4, edited by Jared Ludlow, con-
tains articles by three BYU professors and focuses on the 
polemical use of water and storm language in the Deu-
teronomic History (Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, and 
1 and 2 Kings), justice and mercy in the book of Deuteron-
omy, and the garment of Joseph. Available autumn 2003.

e FARMS Review (vol. 15, no. 2), edited by Daniel C. 
Peterson, features reviews and articles on DNA issues, 
the Mountain Meadows massacre, and secret com-
binations, as well as responses to a so-called insider’s 
view of Mormon origins. Available December 2003.

Glimpses of Lehi’s Jerusalem, edited by John W. Welch, 
David Rolph Seely, and Jo Ann Seely, will help readers 
to imagine what Jerusalem was like around 600 .. 
Subjects include culture, family life, agriculture, politics, 
religious practices, inscriptions, law, and international 
relations. Available early in 2004.

Evidences and Witnesses of the Book of Mormon, by 
Daniel C. Peterson, provides an intriguing look at 
the evidences that support the Book of Mormon as 
an ancient text. It also looks at the lives and testimo-
nies of those who were witnesses to the coming forth 
of the “keystone of our religion.” Copublished with 
Covenant Communications on two cassettes or CDs. 
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